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Twenty times in the New Testament, Jesus Christ issued a compelling and challenging invitation: 

"Follow Me." Jesus is not interested in mere fans. He doesn't want enthusiastic admirers. He wants 

completely committed followers. This series examines what it means to deny one's self and truly 

follow Jesus. 

 

1. Before we begin, what is the best thing that has happened to you this past week or even 

today?             

             

             

              

 

Short Devotional Thought 

We don’t often realize the amazing things that happen to us daily because we are too busy, too 

self-absorbed, or too stressed to see them. Take some time each day to see the often-overlooked 

lessons and blessings that God pours out on us.  

 

2. Last week the term “Fan” was defined for us as an “enthusiastic admirer.” A “follower” 

of Jesus was defined as someone who is “completely devoted to Jesus.” After watching 

last week’s lesson, how would you define your relationship with Jesus? Are you a fan or 

a follower?            

             

             

              

 

Context 

In last week’s lesson we got to see all the faces in Eric’s life and just a little about them. After 

watching this episode, we learned a little bit about Eric’s lifelong friend Gary. He made comments 

about God, Jesus, and religion that revealed where his relationship was. During the episode we 

saw that he was struggling to hold it all together and was reluctant to reach out to the pastor. At 

the very end of the episode he showed up at his office to talk with him.  

 

3. What do you think kept Gary from following Jesus? Do you think perhaps Gary’s bad 

choices had something to do with it or maybe something else?     

             

             

              

 

4. What do you think Gary’s first question or comments might be to the pastor?   

             

             

              

 

Short Devotional Thought 

As someone who has been on both sides of this conversation, I can tell you that we often approach 

our feelings of inadequacy by trying to justify to ourselves and to God that we are good people 

deep down and that we love Him as much as the next person. Romans 3:23 says, for all have 

sinned and fall short of the glory of God (ESV). As the passage continues it explains that we, 24 

are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. We must 

understand that it is only through the atoning sacrifice of Jesus that we are truly justified.  
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5. Turn in your Bible to Matthew 9:9. First, read the scripture a couple of times. Now that 

you have read it a couple of times, what stands out to you from this portion of scripture? 

             

             

             

              

 

6. Turn in your Bible to Mark 2:13-14. First, read the scripture a couple of times. Now that 

you have read it a couple of times, what stands out to you from this portion of scripture? 

             

             

             

              

 

7. Turn in your Bible to Luke 5:27-28. First, read the scripture a couple of times. Now that 

you have read it a couple of times, what stands out to you from this portion of scripture? 

             

             

             

              

 

8. What was significant about Matthew’s name?       

             

             

              

 

*The name Matthew means “gift of Jehovah” and may have been a surname or an easier name to 

say in Greek.  

*The name Levi means “joined.” This is believed to be his true name.  

 

9. What was significant about his occupation?        

             

             

              

 

*As a tax collector for the Romans, Matthew’s fellow Jews probably would have despised him 

more than the Romans. They would have seen him as a traitor.  

 

10. What was significant about his response to follow Jesus?      

             

             

              

 

*Notice what the gospel of Luke says about what Matthew did when Jesus said to “follow me.” It 

is only recorded in Luke’s gospel. (cf. Matthew 9:9; Mark 2:14; Luke 5:27-28) 
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11. There were a lot of people who were sinners who loved being around Jesus. Can you think 

of a time when you were unsaved and there was someone who was saved that you enjoyed 

being around regardless of their convictions?       

             

             

              

 

12. Why did you want to be around this person?        

             

             

              

 

13. For Eric it took a heart attack and for Gary it took his death to wake them up. What did 

it take for you to wake up?          

             

             

              

 

14. Who shaped your view of who Jesus is and how to follow Him?     

             

             

              

 

In this episode the word for “Lord” in the Greek is kurios. This has the meaning of being a master. 

The word for “slave” or “servant” in the Greek is doulos. A slave or servant belonged to their 

master. Many times, in the New Testament Paul, Peter, and James to name a few used the term 

that he is a slave or servant of the master, Jesus.  

 

15. Considering the above information, are you a completely obedient servant to our master 

Jesus?             

             

             

              


