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Pastor Stacey-Kyle Rea 
 

We are in historic times.  Generations of history students to come will study and learn from what we 

are living through right now.  Can you feel history being made? 

 

In times to come, students and teachers will look back on our current events in hindsight, and they will 

know exactly what we did well and where we failed.  Failures will be our downfall.  We are certainly 

not in agreement on anything right now. 

 

Groups of people ventured down the shore on Memorial Day weekend.  COVID-19 was there, also. 

Groups of people stormed capital buildings to protest the shutdown of our businesses and routines for 

the safety of the whole community.  COVID-19 was with those protestors, too. 

Groups of people stormed the streets to protest the constant oppression of black people.  COVID-19 

was with the protestors. 

 

Every week, we learn something new about this virus, a pandemic of epic proportions.  Instead of 

listening to those who are experts in the research field of epidemiology, we hear people arguing like 

armchair quarterbacks on Monday morning after the big game. 

 

People crying “All lives matter” without understanding why others cry out “Black lives matter.”  

Crowds of people fighting for justice that is 400+ years overdue. 

How will history remember us? 

 

 

In our Gospel, we see Jesus as preacher, teacher and healer.  

When he saw the crowds in the cities and villages, he had compassion on them, for they were harassed 

and helpless like sheep without a shepherd. 

 

And he also looked at his disciples and said, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few…so ask 

the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers.” 

 

Sheep without a shepherd.  

Work without laborers. 

 

Then Jesus summons the 12 disciples and gives them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out 

and to cure every disease and sickness. 

 

In case you are wondering, Jesus is also summoning you and me. 

 

Where do we see crowds of people like sheep without a shepherd?  Or plentiful harvests with no 

laborers? 
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When I ask that question, I guarantee that we are a house divided on the answer.  Some will look at 

those Memorial Day vacationers as sheep without a shepherd.  Some will look at protestors fighting to 

reopen our state, our businesses and think they are sheep without a shepherd. 

 

Some will look at protestors fighting for justice against police brutality and racism and think, “sheep 

without a shepherd.” 

 

This biblical passage challenges us to ask  who is an ally, and who is a foe? Who will be the wolf in 

sheep’s clothing? 

 

We put all of our fear and anxiety into this world. When students look back to 2020, they will 

undoubtedly see sheep without a shepherd.  A people divided.  The virus of COVID-19 and the disease 

of racism spreading and multiplying the number of victims they take. 

 

Renowned theologian Joy Moore says that we are being called into intolerable times. Polarization is at 

an all time high – religious, political, and racial. 

 

The disciples are being sent out into a hostile world.  And so are we. She says, “The very people that 

we think would receive the promise of healing, of life, of the removal of evil may not want to receive 

us.”  And Jesus knows that. 

 

God knows the chaos that we are trying to wade through right now. And God knows people are not 

going to hear us. When Jesus equips the disciples and sends us as disciples, he knows what is ahead.  

He can see beyond 2020 in a way that we cannot. He knows that we will encounter wolves along the 

way. We are always going to find a wolf hiding in sheep’s clothing. We will always find someone 

hiding behind the label of Christianity, yet are not even remotely Christ-like. 

 

But the Rev. Dr. Joy Moore says we are not to become wolves. When we become defensive, fighting 

against our neighbor, we are tempted to fight power with power. To be right. To win. 

 

That’s not what Jesus does. Jesus has compassion on the people. Even the one who will deny him. 

Even the one who will betray him. We are to meet the bully with compassion. We must resist the urge 

to turn on each other, giving our best efforts to listen. And to know when it is time to shake off the dust 

and leave it with God. It isn’t our place to bring judgment on the wolf in sheep’s clothing. God will 

take care of that. 

 

In ancient times, at the very time that Jesus was naming the disciples as apostles in this story, he 

wasn’t sending them to evangelize the whole world.  He sent them to the hardest audience.  Fellow 

Jewish people.  

People who would have to change their minds and be willing to accept that God is doing something 

new.  People who would give hundreds of years of history to back up their current belief systems. 

Regardless of whether they were right and just. 

 

God was doing something new. And history showed that some people became followers of Christ, and 

some did not.  Still, Jesus had compassion on them all. 

 

The times for the disciples were oppressive. They were risking their lives to tell their community in 

cities and villages that God was doing something new.  That even in the moments when they found 
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enemies among those they thought they could trust, God gave them exactly what was needed to be the 

laborer of the Lord. 

 

Friends, we are being called to be laborers right now.  And it’s not the easiest task. 

 

We are being called into God’s goodness, not to agree with out neighbors 100%, but to have 

compassion on them. Some will reject us. 

 

When in this life did we all shelter in place in the hopes that we would save lives?  Right now. Some 

will reject us for making that decision. 

 

When in this life did we hit the streets to walk with the oppressed ones and fight for the dying ones or 

the frightened ones?  Right now. Some will reject us for standing with our neighbor in distress. 

 

When in this life did we acknowledge that only Christ can be the shepherd?  Well, that’s a daily task 

for us as laborers. Some will reject Christ, in order to live in a sense of selfish dominion. The wolf 

masquerading as a sheep.  

 

Some will follow the Shepherd. 

 

Christ is sending us today – in this moment – to change our world into a place where God’s kingdom 

can be seen, heard, and lived.    

Christ is sending us to find the oppressed one, the sick one, the lonely one…and bring them to the 

Good Shepherd’s fold. Where the harvest is plentiful, and much work is needed to be done. Where 

miracles of healing are reality for you. For me. For all of us 

 

It is time for us to do that work. You are being sent and I am being sent right now to change history for 

the sake of good.  For the sake of God.  May future generations look at the people of 2020 and 

proclaim, “those laborers brought miracles of healing to the world, for the sake of the kingdom.”  

Amen.  
 


