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Easter 6   May 17, 2020   Text: John 14: 15-21 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Fairview Village 

Pastor Stacey-Kyle Rea   

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 “I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you.  In a little while, the world will no longer see me, but you 

will see me.” In the name of the +Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

Jesus says, “if you love me, you will keep my commandments.”  This is not really an ultimatum; it’s more a 

guidebook for us on how to love God.  God receives our love as we love others, as we live in the daily 

understanding of loving each other in community. 

 

Today, Jesus tells us how we are to love.  Keep my commandments.  Commandments we hear in the story of 

the Good Samaritan.  We are to love God, and love our neighbor as ourselves.  Jesus reminds the disciples of 

this. He gives them this reminder in community.  They are breaking bread.  We are in the moment of the Last 

Supper.  Jesus knows he is leaving, but the disciples are not sure what that means.  You see, we never can 

imagine the hole left in our hearts when someone dies.  Until they actually die.  

 

Jesus is still with them, and so this talk of leaving concerns them.  They fear for their safety.  They haven’t yet 

grasped the loss that they will feel when they lose Jesus.  When Jesus dies on the cross.  They receive this 

message of hope in community together.  They receive the reminder to love…together, in community. Because 

we can’t love by ourselves.  All alone.  We need others to love.  Love needs a giver AND a receiver.  Jesus 

knows this, knows that we need constant reminding of those commandments to love God…and to love our 

neighbor as we love ourselves. Today’s Gospel acknowledges how hard it is to believe.  We need that constant 

reminder within community that we will be okay.  That even in the sadness of loss, Jesus promises we will not 

be abandoned.  We all need to hear that message. 

 

How hard it is to be away from each other right now.  To not gather on this day together.  I miss seeing all of 

you talking over coffee, the children gathered around the kinetic sand table.  I miss the giving and receiving of 

Holy Communion, the singing and praying together. Perhaps you are missing these things, too.  Even in this 

time of pandemic, Jesus still sends us the same reminder: we will not be abandoned. Jesus remains with us, 

feeding us spiritually in our individual places right now. 

 

Today, Jesus promises us another Advocate, one who will be with us forever.  The Spirit of truth, that abides in 

us.  He knows that our challenge will be to continue to believe after he is no longer on the earth.  Jesus knows at 

times, we will feel abandoned. He promises to send an additional advocate, promises we won’t be abandoned.   

 

In Greek, the word “paraclete” has often been translated as advocate, helper, comforter, intercessor.  But if you 

break it down to its most basic root, the word paraclete means “the one who is called alongside you” or “the one 

that is in you.” The one who is called alongside you.  The one who walks with you in your times of despair, 

alongside you.  The Spirit who is in you, living and moving and being in you, so that we may live and move and 

have our being in Christ. Moving us to love our neighbor.  Helping us forgive when we can’t possibly imagine 

we can.  Standing by us in times of trouble.  Celebrating with us in times of joy.  We receive the Holy Spirit and 

Jesus as advocates, reminding us that God will not separate from us.  Ever. 

 

It’s hard to believe sometimes, and Jesus knows this.  He can see where our pitfalls will be.  I think this is why 

we get the command to love.  He knows that buildings will crumble in tornadoes, that homes burn in raging 

wildfires, that people will die of viruses and disease, that all the stuff we acquire only means something to us in 

THIS world.  Jesus knows that our true home is with God, right now and always, in community together.  We 

are always home when we are loving God and our neighbor. 
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Jesus also knows that love lives in community with each other.  Keeping his commandments means that we 

believe, that we continue to trust even when it seems too hard.  That we love and live out what it means to 

believe in Jesus.  Being Christ for each other. Feeding the hungry, even as we are self isolating. Today, perhaps 

more than ever, this is also why we need to gather in community – virtual or in person – to worship.  Because 

when life is hard, when storms take us down, we need to hear God’s promises and live them.  When our lives 

are in shambles and the tears start to stream down our face, we let those in our worship community pray for us 

until we can try again to find the words.   

 

We live together in love of God and community, helping the one who is hurting.  Helping and loving the one 

who is ostracized by society.  Helping the one who is silent in their grief and pain.  Helping the one who lost 

their job, or their home, or their loved one. That’s just a glimpse of what keeping Christ’s commandments looks 

like.   

 

We receive hope in today’s Gospel.  Hope that we will not be orphaned.  Hope that God will come to us. Hope 

that loving each other is the way to reveal our love of God.  And a promise that we will have the help we need. 

 

Today’s gospel is everywhere around us.  The Holy Spirit dwells in each of us, stands alongside us.  The Spirit 

walks with essential workers and healthcare workers, sacrificing self for community.  The Spirit walks with 

veterans today as they recover from the hardships of war.  The Spirit walks with you today, knowing your 

deepest sorrow and greatest joy. Knowing why you and I needed to gather as virtual church today. 

 

God lives in and among us, loving us, sending us to use our hands and hearts to help others.  God does not do 

this from a distance, God makes a home in our heart.  And stays.  Even when we struggle with faith, God is 

there.   

 

It is in relationship with each other that we find God most visibly.  When we take our hands and our hearts to 

give a hungry person a meal.  You might think you are the giver in that equation, but it is amazing to see what 

you receive when you provide an offering of food for someone who is hungry.  Jesus knows this.  Knows that 

we need each other, every single one of us.  We need his commandments, we need his community, we need his 

love. 

 

And so this summer, beginning Memorial Day weekend, we will have a Trinity Food Drive from 1-3pm every 

Sunday. Even as we are apart, we can prepare peanut butter and jelly sandwiches for the homeless. When we 

socially distance as we shop for groceries, we can pick up some extras for the Daily Bread Community Food 

Pantry and drop them off every Sunday in a contact free collection. These are ways that we can honor the 

commandments. Look for more information in your email, or contact the church office for information.  

It is only with the help of the Holy Spirit that we can love as deeply and widely as Jesus commanded.  It is only 

by the help of the Holy Spirit that we find the courage to reach out in love. 

 

Today, we receive the comfort of knowing that God does not abandon us. That Christ is with us. That the Holy 

Spirit is sent to be our daily comforter. To bind us together in hope and love as the bearers of Christ for the 

whole world.  

 

Even in a pandemic.  

Even in a pandemic, the Holy Spirit weaves us together in love and we are never the same.  Woven together in 

God’s love, we are never alone. Never abandoned. Never without each other. 

 

Woven together in God’s love, we have everything we need to keep the commandments.  To love God. To love 

our neighbor.  And to be loved.  God remains with us, as we love.  Amen. 


