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But we had hoped. 

 

Those words in our Gospel text resound so deeply with me. We meet Cleopas and another walking on the dusty 

road to Emmaus. Disappointed. Sad.  

 

Don’t we know what it is to walk down the road of disappointment?  We think of our graduating seniors and 

their parents this year, and we walk with them in their sadness and disappointment. Dreams of milestones and 

deserved celebrations are changed in this COVID-19 time. 

 

We walk the road of disappointment with those who have postponed weddings and funerals, birthday parties 

and anniversary celebrations. 

 

We walk the road of fear of the unknown, with those who have lost jobs, and those who are working relentlessly 

and risking their own health to keep our community going, healthy and safe.  We walk with those who are 

sheltering in place, wondering how long, O Lord? 

 

But this isn’t the first time we’ve walked down this road.  There have been other times of sadness, 

disappointment and loss.   

 

There are times in our lives where those words “but we had hoped” jump off the page and literally embody us. 

 

But we had hoped the cancer hadn’t spread.  We had hoped our relationship could heal. We had hoped for a 

baby who was not to be. We had hoped to stay employed. To find fulfilling work. We had hoped to have health 

benefits, to get out of debt, to retire. But we had hoped… 

 

This is where we find the two walking, on the road to Emmaus. Certain that the Messiah they had longed for 

had finally come to save them. Only to find themselves in deep conversation. Jesus was crucified on a cross. 

Hardly the reign of the Messiah they imagined. 

 

In fact, they were lost enough in their own disappointment, that when Jesus came near, their eyes were kept 

from recognizing him. When Jesus asked what they were talking about, they said, “Are you the only one who 

hasn’t heard?” 

 

Are you the only one who hasn’t heard that everything we hoped for has not come to fruition? 

Jesus of Nazareth, handed over by the leaders to be condemned to death.  But we had hoped that he was the one 

to redeem Israel. 

 

Sometimes, when we walk on the Emmaus road of our lives, we completely miss the resurrected Jesus standing 

before us.  Our eyes are kept from recognizing him, just like that first Easter day.  Instead of celebrating the 

news of resurrection, we get lost in our disappointment.  Things didn’t go the way we expected. 

 

As we walk in disappointment, Jesus still appears to us.  We must look for those signs of the resurrected Jesus 

that are always on our path. 
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I saw the resurrected Jesus in a video of the Jefferson Hospital nurses, known as the Swab Squad. 1Every day, 

they are testing patients for COVID-19 at the drive-up test site, caring for those who are sick and worried. To 

get through it, and to stay warm, they dance it out to Ciara’s song “Level Up”.  

 

When interviewed, they said they know they have to level up and get themselves ready for very hard days. They 

have to put their fear aside, so they can see their patients’ needs. So they dance. Even though they can’t be with 

their own families, and many had never worked together before, they became a family to support each other in 

this unimaginable pandemic. 

 

On the road of fear, the resurrected Jesus comes to dance it out with you.  

 

Then there was the story of the factory team from Marcus Hook who worked 28 straight days.2 They worked in 

two shifts daily, making the raw materials needed to make personal protection equipment: N95 masks, hospital 

gowns, sanitary wipes and other needed items. The employees unanimously decided to leave their families and 

agreed to eat, sleep and live at the factory. They finally went home this week! 

 

On the road of scarcity, the resurrected Jesus comes to show you abundance beyond measure. 

 

Sometimes, like the first followers of Christ, Jesus is not the Messiah we expect. So we always need to look for 

the resurrected Jesus in our midst. 

 

Where do you see the resurrected Jesus on your journey?  Can you see him in hindsight, at a time when you 

were lost and then found?  Can you see him today, in the kindness of a neighbor or stranger? Are you looking 

for him, or have your eyes been kept from recognizing him? 

 

We are certainly like the two on the road to Emmaus. Longing for Jesus to stay with us, because the darkness of 

night is near and we are fearful. And Jesus does stay with us.  Stays with the nurses who dance it out. Stays with 

the factory workers who sacrifice for the sake of the greater community.  Jesus stays with us on our journeys 

through life, breaking bread and blessing us so that our eyes may be opened. 

 

So that the blessing upon blessing is revealed to us in our moments of doubt, fear and sadness. The risen Christ 

comes to us in community. To be with us and to remind us of our mission. To take our hearts, burning within 

us, and tell the story of Jesus to everyone we know. To run and tell the others walking on the road that Christ is 

risen!  

 

To run and tell the story of God’s unbelievable love for us, revealed to our blocked eyes in the resurrection, 

ascension and eternal life of Christ Jesus.  And our eyes will be opened to all that awaits: “God will wipe every 

tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more.” – Revelation 21: 4 

(NRSV) 

 

Yesterday, today and forever, the resurrected Jesus meets us on the road of our journey, and we are eternally 

changed.    Amen. 

 

 

 
1 Link to NBC10 story about the Swab Squad on the Ellen DeGeneres show 

https://www.nbcphiladelphia.com/entertainment/the-scene/phillys-swab-squad-nurses-get-a-surprise-from-ellen/2370547/ 

 
2 Link to 6abc story about Braskem Marcus Hook 

https://abc30.com/braskem-america-marcus-hook-pa-pennsylvania/6115889/ 

 

https://www.nbcphiladelphia.com/entertainment/the-scene/phillys-swab-squad-nurses-get-a-surprise-from-ellen/2370547/
https://abc30.com/braskem-america-marcus-hook-pa-pennsylvania/6115889/

