
Good Friday 

Friday, April 10, 2020 

 

 

You are invited to light 8 candles at this time if you wish to extinguish candles after each 

reading. 

 

You may also just light one candle to represent the Christ candle, which always lights our way. 

No need to extinguish this candle until the end of worship. 

 

Or simply imagine these candles as you worship this evening.  

 

 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Let us pray.   

Lord Jesus, you carried our sins in your own body on the tree, so that we might have life. May 

we and all who remember this day find new life in you, now and in the world to come, where 

you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 

 



The First Word 

“Father, forgive them for they do not know what they are doing.” 

Luke 23: 26-34              

As they led Jesus away, they seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming from the country, 

and they laid the cross on him, and made him carry it behind Jesus. A great number of the people 

followed him, and among them were women who were beating their breasts and wailing for him. 

But Jesus turned to them and said, ‘Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for 

yourselves and for your children. For the days are surely coming when they will say, “Blessed 

are the barren, and the wombs that never bore, and the breasts that never nursed.” Then they will 

begin to say to the mountains, “Fall on us”; and to the hills, “Cover us.” For if they do this when 

the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?’   

Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. When they 

came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the criminals, one on 

his right and one on his left. Then Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them; for they do not know what 

they are doing.’ And they cast lots to divide his clothing.  

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.  

 

Prayer  

Almighty God, your crucified Son prayed to you for the forgiveness of   those who did not know 

what they were doing. Grant that we, too, may be included in that prayer. Whether we sin out of 

ignorance or intention, be merciful to us and grant us your acceptance and peace. Write this   

prayer of Jesus on our hearts, that we may learn to love as we are forgiven.   Amen.  

The first candle may be extinguished. 

 

The Second Word 

“Today, you will be with me in paradise.” 

Luke 23: 35-43           

And the people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him,  saying, ‘He saved others; let 

him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!’ The soldiers also mocked him, 

coming up and offering him sour wine, and saying, ‘If you are the King of the Jews, save 

yourself!’ There was also an inscription over him, ‘This is the King of the Jews.’   

One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and  saying, ‘Are you not the 

Messiah? Save yourself and us!’ But the other rebuked him, saying, ‘Do you not fear God, since 

you are under the same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed have been condemned justly, 

for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.’ Then he 

said, ‘Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.’ He replied, ‘Truly I tell you, 

today you will be with me in Paradise.’   

L The word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God. 

 



Prayer  

Lord Jesus, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of the cross, so that all people 

might come within the reach of your saving embrace. Clothe us in your Spirit, so that we may 

stretch our hands forth in loving labor to others and bring those who do not know you yet into   

the knowledge and love of you. We ask this in your holy name.  Amen.  

The second candle may be extinguished. 

 

The Third Word 

“Woman, here is your Son!” 

“Here is your mother!” 

John 19:23-27           

When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them into four parts, one 

for each soldier. They also took his tunic; now the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from 

the top. So they said to one another, ‘Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see who will get it.’ 

This was to fulfill what the scripture says, ‘They divided my clothes among themselves, and for 

my clothing they cast lots.’ And that is what the soldiers did.  

Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the 

wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he 

loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, ‘Woman, here is your son.’ Then he said to the 

disciple, ‘Here is your mother.’ And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home.   

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

Prayer  

Oh, Lord Jesus Christ, from the cross you commended your mother into the care of the beloved 

disciple. Through your passion, you bring us together as a new family with all the generations, 

naming us the children of God. As members of that redeemed family, grant us grace to recognize 

our kinship together in you, and the courage to love all people for your sake, for you have loved 

us and given yourself for us.  Amen.  

The third candle may be extinguished. 

 

The Fourth Word 

“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 

Mark 15:29-34           

Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads and saying, ‘Aha! You who would 

destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself, and come down from the cross!’ In 

the same way the chief priests, along with the scribes, were also mocking him among themselves 

and saying, ‘He saved others; he cannot save himself. Let the Messiah, the King of Israel, come 



down from the cross now, so that we may see and believe.’ Those who were crucified with him 

also taunted him.   

When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. At three 

o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, ‘Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?’ which means, ‘My 

God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’      

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

Prayer  

O God, your blessed Son endured the loneliness and darkness of the cross, so that we might 

enjoy eternal fellowship with you. Grant that, amid all of the shadows we experience in this 

lifetime, we may know in our hearts and minds that we are never forsaken, but ever walking in 

the light of your countenance; through Jesus Christ our    Lord.  C Amen. 

 

The fourth candle may be extinguished. 

 

The Fifth Word 

“I thirst.” 

Luke 19:28-29 

After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said  (in order to fulfill the scripture), 

‘I am thirsty.’ A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a sponge full of the wine on 

a branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth.  

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

Prayer  

Blessed Lord, who on the cross endured the thirst of both spiritual desire and physical anguish: 

we humbly ask for you to satisfy the longings of our hearts, and sanctify all our sufferings by 

your own. You came to earth to be the Bread of Life, so that we may never hunger or thirst.  You 

have taken our mortal lives into your own body, into your passion, so that we may have hope for 

eternal life. We give you thanks. Amen.  

The fifth candle may be extinguished. 

 

The Sixth Word “It is finished.” 

John 19:30-37  

When Jesus had received the wine, he said, ‘It is finished.’ Then he bowed his head and gave up 

his spirit.   

  



Since it was the day of Preparation, the Jews did not want the bodies left on the cross during the 

sabbath, especially because that sabbath was a day of great solemnity. So they asked Pilate to 

have the legs of the crucified men broken and the bodies removed. Then the soldiers came and 

broke the legs of the first and of the other who had been crucified with him. But when they came 

to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. Instead, one of the soldiers 

pierced his side with a spear, and at once blood and water came out. (He who saw this has 

testified so that you also may believe. His testimony is true, and he knows that he tells the truth.) 

These things occurred so that the scripture might be fulfilled, ‘None of his bones shall be 

broken.’ And again another passage of scripture says, ‘They will look on the one whom they 

have pierced.’   

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

Prayer  

O Lord, grant to us and to all your servants the grace of perseverance until the very end. Enable 

us by your Holy Spirit to be   faithful to our call. Grant us strength to endure our sufferings, even   

unto death. Enable us to live and love so faithfully that we also become good news to the world, 

joining your witness. We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, who, for the finishing of your work, 

laid down his very life.  Amen.  

The sixth candle may be extinguished. 

 

The Seventh Word 

“Father, into your hands, I commend my spirit.” 

Luke 23:44-49           

It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon, while 

the sun’s light failed; and the curtain of the temple was torn in two. Then, Jesus, crying with a 

loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.”   

  

Having said this, he breathed his last.  

  

When the centurion saw what had taken place, he praised God and said, “Certainly this man was 

innocent.” And when all the crowds who had gathered there for this spectacle saw what had 

taken place, they returned home, beating their breasts. But all his acquaintances, including the 

women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these things.  

  

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

Prayer 

O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God: at the ninth hour of the day, with outstretched hands 

and bowed head, you commended your spirit to God. By your death, you unlocked the gates of 

paradise. Mercifully grant that in the hour of our death, our souls may come to the true paradise, 

which is you. In your name, we humbly and gratefully pray.  Amen.  

 

 

 



Silence.  Pray silently the Lord’s Prayer.      A loud sound may be made as the Christ Candle is 

brought forward.  

 

 
 

 

A Reading from John 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in 

the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing 

came into  being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all 

people.   

  

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

   

 

 

Worship ends in silence.  Go in peace, you are deeply loved by Christ. Love others deeply. 

 


