
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction to the day    

It is an age-old question: why is there evil in the world? In the parable of the wheat and the 

weeds Jesus suggests that both grow together until the harvest. Having both weeds and wheat 

within us, we humbly place our hope in the promises of God. 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

 

GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and compassion. By 

your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

First Reading: Isaiah 44:6-8 

There are no other gods besides God: the word of the LORD does not fail to come to pass. We can 

trust in God, through whom Israel—and we—are redeemed. 

 6Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, 

  and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: 

 I am the first and I am the last; 

  besides me there is no god. 

 7Who is like me? Let them proclaim it, 

  let them declare and set it forth before me. 

 Who has announced from of old the things to come? 

  Let them tell us what is yet to be. 

 8Do not fear, or be afraid; 

 

Seventh Sunday after 

Pentecost 

July 19, 2020 



  have I not told you from of old and declared it? 

  You are my witnesses! 

 Is there any god besides me? 

  There is no other rock; I know not one. 

 

Gospel: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Jesus tells a parable about the coexistence of good and evil in this world. God’s judgment will 

remove all evildoers and causes of sin, but not until the end of human history. 
24[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 

someone who sowed good seed in his field;25but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came 

and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. 26So when the plants came up and bore 

grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 27And the slaves of the householder came and said to 

him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come 

from?’ 28He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us 

to go and gather them?’ 29But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the 

wheat along with them. 30Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I 

will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the 

wheat into my barn.’ ” 

  36Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, 

“Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37He answered, “The one who sows the 

good seed is the Son of Man; 38the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the 

kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, 39and the enemy who sowed them is the 

devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40Just as the weeds are 

collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 41The Son of Man will send 

his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 42and they 

will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 

teeth. 43Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with 

ears listen!” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON  

Prayers of the People 

 

Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all 

who are in need. 

    A brief silence. 



God of the harvest, you sow the good seed of the gospel of Jesus Christ into your field. Help 

your church throughout the world to be both diligent and patient, full of resolve and gentleness, 

that our witness may be faithful to your intentions.  

Lord, in your mercy,  hear our prayer. 

  

God of the nations, teach us your ways, that we may walk in your truth. Mend the fabric of the 

human family, now torn apart by our fearful and warring ways. We pray for those who work to 

eradicate racism and reform unjust systems. Guide us by your mercy, grace, and steadfast love.  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

God of hope, you accompany those who suffer and are near to the brokenhearted. Open our 

hearts to your children who are lonely and abandoned, who feel trapped by despair, and all who 

suffer in any way. We especially pray for the feeding ministries we support this summer: 

Norristown Soup Kitchen, Outreach House, Daily Bread Community Food Pantry, Community 

Dinner, and Welcome Bread.  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Holy and Everlasting God, we especially pray for those on our prayer list and for those who are 

grieving this day: 

For Pat Heller on the death of her son, Chris. 

For Joann Brunhofer on the death of her aunt and cousin. 

For the Linfoot family on the death of Janice’s brother. 

For the Travetti family on the death of Marc’s father, Peter. 

For Nancy Morgan on the death of her partner, Joe. 

For Catherine White on the death of her brother. 

For the Shadle family on the death of Glenny. 

For the Booz family on the death of Meredith’s mother. 

For the Fontaine family on the death of their nephew. 

For the Moyer family on the death of their aunt. 

For the Myers family on the death of Paul’s brother. 

For all the saints we remember before you now, silently or aloud 

(a brief silence) 

  

Give them your peace and comfort. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

God of the seasons, in the midst of summer in a pandemic, give us refreshment, renewal, and 

new opportunities. We pray for the safety of those who travel. We pray for those who cannot 

take the rest they need.  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Healing God, we ask that you be with those who are sick, recovering or living with disease. We 

especially pray for those fighting COVID-19 today, and for families who have lost a loved one 

due to complications from COVID-19. Strengthen and give peace to our healthcare workers as 

they work to save lives and care for the sick. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 



In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 

  

OFFERING  

Thank you for remembering Christ’s ministry at Trinity, as ministries and expenses continue. 

 

Offering by online giving: 

Make a gift to the general fund at  

http://trinityfairview.com/give 

 

Bill pay option with your local bank 

 

By Mail: 

Send your offering to: 

Trinity Lutheran Church 

PO Box 340 

Fairview Village, PA 19409 

 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD  

Let us pray. 

Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke light into 

darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of life, O 

God, 

we give you thanks and praise. 

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from 

captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. For 

your Word of life, O God, 

we give you thanks and praise. 

 

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness 

through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For your 

Word of life, O God, 

we give you thanks and praise. 

 

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our 

hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw 

near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and 

the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 
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  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those   

  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen.  

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

SENDING PRAYER  

God of all power and love, we give thanks for your unfailing presence 

and the hope you provide in times of uncertainty and loss. 

Send your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us your holy fire. 

 

Revive us to live as Christ’s body in the world: 

a people who pray, worship, learn, break bread, share life, heal neighbors, 

bear good news, seek justice, rest and grow in the Spirit. 

 

Wherever and however we gather, 

unite us in common prayer and send us in common mission, 

that we and the whole creation might be restored and renewed, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

May God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, 

and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 

bless you and keep you in eternal love. 

Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL  

The Sending into Mission for the World 

Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage;  

hold fast to that which is good; render to no one evil for evil;  

strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak;  help the afflicted; honor all people;  

love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.        Thanks be to God. 

 

* COFFEE HOUR begins via Zoom at 11am * 

 

 

 



       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Terms of use: Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress.  

Text: Evangelical Lutheran Worship © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License.  Scripture: New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 

Used by permission. All rights reserved.  Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 006477. All other artwork and rights are noted on image in use.  

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fsundaysandseasons.com&c=E,1,vOJp7OlugvhgwIcANBo7SgZUeLqDSBmZU_B2JROH1nZxtP0nB28sTIWg18N9a1TW495i-j1PiyMEa_9SdE_1-gSVFCUpGU_e731mgi7mwj8w&typo=1

