
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction to the day    

The mystery of God’s ways is sometimes hidden from the wise and intelligent. Jesus associates 

with those often excluded from the religious community. Like Paul, we struggle with our own 

selfish desires and seek God’s mercy and forgiveness. We gather to be refreshed by Christ’s 

invitation: “Come to me, all you that are weary.” Gathered around word, water, and meal, we 

find rest for our souls. 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

 

GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised.  

You have made us for yourself,  

and our hearts are restless until they rest in you.  

 

Grant that we may believe in you,  

call upon you, know you, and serve you,  

through your Son, Jesus Christ,  

our Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 

 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

First Reading: Zechariah 9:9-12 

The coming messianic king will inaugurate an era of disarmament and prosperity. Because of 

God’s covenant with Israel, the people are designated as “prisoners of hope.” 
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 9Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! 

  Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 

 Lo, your king comes to you; 

  triumphant and victorious is he, 

 humble and riding on a donkey, 

  on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 

 10He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 

  and the war-horse from Jerusalem; 

 and the battle bow shall be cut off, 

  and he shall command peace to the nations; 

 his dominion shall be from sea to sea, 

  and from the River to the ends of the earth. 

 

 11As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 

  I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 

 12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 

  today I declare that I will restore to you double. 

 

Gospel: Matthew 11: 16-19, 25-30 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Jesus chides people who find fault with both his ministry and that of John the Baptist. He thanks 

God that wisdom and intelligence are not needed to receive what God has to offer. 

 

[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] 16“To what will I compare this generation? It is like children 

sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another, 

 17‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 

  we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ 
18For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; 19the Son of Man 

came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax 

collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 

  25At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have 

hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 26yes, 

Father, for such was your gracious will. 27All things have been handed over to me by my Father; 

and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and 

anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 

  28“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you 

rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you 

will find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 



SERMON  

 

Prayers of the People 

 

Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world. 

A brief silence. 

     

We pray for the church. Sustain us as we share your word. Embrace us as we struggle to find our 

common ground. Lift up leaders with powerful and prophetic voices. Free us from stagnant faith. 

Embolden us to seek justice for those who are oppressed. 

Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

We pray for the well-being of creation. Protect the air, water, and land from abuse and pollution. 

Free us from apathy in our care of creation and direct us toward sustainable living.  

Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

We pray for the nations, especially the United States as we observe Independence Day. Help all 

leaders in developing just policies and guide difficult conversations. Free us from anything that 

hinders relationship-building. Lead us to expansive love for our neighbor.   

Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

Holy and Everlasting God, we especially pray for those on our prayer list and for those who are 

grieving this day: 

For Joann Brunhofer on the death of her aunt. 

For the Linfoot family on the death of Janice’s brother. 

For the Travetti family on the death of Marc’s father, Peter. 

For Nancy Morgan on the death of her partner, Joe. 

For Catherine White on the death of her brother. 

For the Shadle family on the death of Glenny. 

For the Booz family on the death of Meredith’s mother. 

For the Fontaine family on the death of their nephew. 

For the Moyer family on the death of their aunt. 

For the Myers family on the death of Paul’s brother. 

For all the saints we remember before you now, silently or aloud 

  

(a brief silence) 

  

Give them your peace and comfort. 

Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

Loving God, you desire health and wholeness. Reconcile the conflicts and disputes among us. 

Teach us to heal the trauma of racism and poverty. Break our hearts open to all those who suffer, 

and help us put away our selfish wants to take on your yoke, for your burden is light.  

Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 



Receive these prayers, O God, and those in sighs too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord.  Amen. 

 

 

OFFERING  

Thank you for remembering Christ’s ministry at Trinity, as ministries and expenses continue. 

 

Offering by online giving: 

Make a gift to the general fund at  

http://trinityfairview.com/give 

 

Bill pay option with your local bank 

 

By Mail: 

Send your offering to: 

Trinity Lutheran Church 

PO Box 340 

Fairview Village, PA 19409 

 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD  

Let us pray. 

 

Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke light into 

darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of life, O 

God, 

we give you thanks and praise. 

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from 

captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. For 

your Word of life, O God, 

we give you thanks and praise. 

 

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness 

through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For your 

Word of life, O God, 

we give you thanks and praise. 

 

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our 

hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw 

near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and 

the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

http://trinityfairview.com/give


 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those   

  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen.  

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

SENDING PRAYER  

God of all power and love, we give thanks for your unfailing presence 

and the hope you provide in times of uncertainty and loss. 

Send your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us your holy fire. 

 

Revive us to live as Christ’s body in the world: 

a people who pray, worship, learn, break bread, share life, heal neighbors, 

bear good news, seek justice, rest and grow in the Spirit. 

 

Wherever and however we gather, 

unite us in common prayer and send us in common mission, 

that we and the whole creation might be restored and renewed, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

May God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, 

and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 

bless you and keep you in eternal love. 

Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL  

The Sending into Mission for the World 

Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage;  

hold fast to that which is good; render to no one evil for evil;  

strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak;  help the afflicted; honor all people;  

love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.        Thanks be to God. 

 

*NO COFFEE HOUR THIS WEEK. Enjoy your holiday. * 
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