Third Sunday after
Pentecost
June 21, 2020

Introduction to the day
God does not promise that the path of the disciple will be easy. Jeremiah feels the pain of
rejection from those who do not want to hear what he has to say. Jesus declares that his words
may bring stark division. Even so, we need not be afraid for God accounts for each hair on our
heads. Though we may experience rejection, frustration, division, and death, God’s grace and
love make us a new creation each day. Marked with the cross and filled with holy food, we are
sent from worship to witness to Christ in the world.
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
CONFESSIONAL PRAYER
Save us, O God, from ourselves,
from racism often cloaked in pious words,
from the machinations of white supremacy hidden in calls for civility,
from micro aggressions thinly veiled in arrogance,
from apologies when they don’t give way to action,
from forgiveness without facing the truth,
from reconciliation without reparation.
Deliver us, O God, from expecting siblings of color to continue to bear this emotional work,
which is not theirs to do.
Grateful for the long arc that bends toward justice, we pray:
Grant us wisdom,
give us courage for the facing of these days,
by the power of the Spirit,
all for the sake of the kin-dom
that we share in Christ Jesus. Amen.
WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
First Reading: Jeremiah 20:7-13
Jeremiah accuses God of forcing him into a ministry that brings him only contempt and
persecution. Yet Jeremiah is confident that God will be a strong protector against his enemies
and commits his life into God’s hands.

7O Lord, you have enticed me,
and I was enticed;
you have overpowered me,
and you have prevailed.
I have become a laughingstock all day long;
everyone mocks me.
8For whenever I speak, I must cry out,
I must shout, “Violence and destruction!”
For the word of the Lord has become for me
a reproach and derision all day long.
9If I say, “I will not mention him,
or speak any more in his name,”
then within me there is something like a burning fire
shut up in my bones;
I am weary with holding it in,
and I cannot.
10For I hear many whispering:
“Terror is all around!
Denounce him! Let us denounce him!”
All my close friends
are watching for me to stumble.
“Perhaps he can be enticed,
and we can prevail against him,
and take our revenge on him.”
11But the Lord is with me like a dread warrior;
therefore my persecutors will stumble,
and they will not prevail.
They will be greatly shamed,
for they will not succeed.
Their eternal dishonor
will never be forgotten.
12O Lord of hosts, you test the righteous,
you see the heart and the mind;
let me see your retribution upon them,
for to you I have committed my cause.
13Sing to the Lord;
praise the Lord!
For he has delivered the life of the needy
from the hands of evildoers.
Second Reading: Romans 6:1b-11
In baptism we were incorporated into the reality of Christ’s death and resurrection. We have
been made new in Christ through his death and resurrection to live freed from sin.
1b

Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? 2By no means! How can we who
died to sin go on living in it? 3Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ

Jesus were baptized into his death? 4Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into
death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might
walk in newness of life.
5
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him
in a resurrection like his. 6We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of
sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. 7For whoever has died is
freed from sin. 8But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9We
know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion
over him. 10The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.
11
So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.
Gospel: Matthew 10:24-39
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus warns his disciples that their ministry in his name will meet with opposition. However, he assures them that
they need not fear for the truth will come to light. Life is found in Christ.

[Jesus said to the twelve:] 24“A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the master;
25
it is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the master. If they have
called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his
household!
26
“So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and nothing
secret that will not become known. 27What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you
hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. 28Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot
kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 29Are not two sparrows
sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 30And even
the hairs of your head are all counted. 31So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many
sparrows.
32
“Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge before
my Father in heaven; 33but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny before my Father in
heaven.
34
“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring peace,
but a sword.
35
For I have come to set a man against his father,
and a daughter against her mother,
and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law;
36
and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household.
37
Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves son or
daughter more than me is not worthy of me; 38and whoever does not take up the cross and follow
me is not worthy of me. 39Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for
my sake will find it.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

Prayers of the People
Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world.
A brief silence.

Expansive God, you bring diverse voices together to form your church. Open our hearts and
unstop our ears to learn from one another, that differences might not overshadow our baptismal
unity. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Protecting God, sustain and keep safe all who work to defend others across the world. Revive
and strengthen organizations dedicated to caring for refugees and migrants while their homelands
struggle for peace. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Loving God, you promise to be with all who are persecuted for your sake. Guide all who speak
your word of justice and console any who are tormented or targeted for being who they are. Hear
us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Compassionate God, you are with us and we are never alone. Bless all fathers and father figures
who strive to love and nurture as you do. Comfort all who long to be fathers and all for whom
this day is difficult. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Holy and Everlasting God, we especially pray for those on our prayer list, for our graduating
seniors and their families, and for those who are grieving this day:
For Joann Brunhofer on the death of her aunt.
For the Linfoot family on the death of Janice’s brother.
For the Travetti family on the death of Marc’s father, Peter.
For Nancy Morgan on the death of her partner, Joe.
For Catherine White on the death of her brother.
For the Shadle family on the death of Glenny.
For the Booz family on the death of Meredith’s mother.
For the Fontaine family on the death of their nephew.
For the Moyer family on the death of their aunt.
For the Myers family on the death of Paul’s brother.
For all the saints we remember before you now, silently or aloud
(a brief silence)

Give them your peace and comfort.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of justice, we pray for our nation and the plague of racism that threatens, destroys, and kills.
Root out white supremacy wherever it takes hold. Release its grip on those lured by its false
promises. Bring to repentance all who continue to benefit from prejudice, oppression and hatred,
both hidden and revealed. Plant in our hearts and nation a willing spirit open to truth-telling and
healing. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Receive these prayers, O God, and those in sighs too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
Amen.

OFFERING
Thank you for remembering Christ’s ministry at Trinity, as ministries and expenses continue.
Offering by online giving:
Make a gift to the general fund at
http://trinityfairview.com/give
Bill pay option with your local bank
By Mail:
Send your offering to:
Trinity Lutheran Church
PO Box 340
Fairview Village, PA 19409

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
Let us pray.
Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke light into
darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of life, O
God,
we give you thanks and praise.
By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from
captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. For
your Word of life, O God,
we give you thanks and praise.

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness
through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For your
Word of life, O God,
we give you thanks and praise.
Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our
hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw
near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and
the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
SENDING PRAYER
God of all power and love, we give thanks for your unfailing presence
and the hope you provide in times of uncertainty and loss.
Send your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us your holy fire.
Revive us to live as Christ’s body in the world:
a people who pray, worship, learn, break bread, share life, heal neighbors,
bear good news, seek justice, rest and grow in the Spirit.
Wherever and however we gather,
unite us in common prayer and send us in common mission,
that we and the whole creation might be restored and renewed,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

BLESSING
May God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ,
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter,
bless you and keep you in eternal love.
Amen.
DISMISSAL
The Sending into Mission for the World
Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage;
hold fast to that which is good; render to no one evil for evil;
strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak;
help the afflicted; honor all people;
love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.
Thanks be to God.

*Welcome to virtual coffee hour. 11:00am via Zoom.*
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