
         

 

Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost – November 15, 2020 
 
Introduction to the day  
Jesus tells the parable of the talents, calling us to use our gifts, while we still have time, for 
the greater and common good. In a world filled with violence and despair, we gather around 
signs of hope—word, water, bread, and wine—eager to welcome the good news of Christ’s 
coming among us. 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
GATHERING SONG 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Faithful God, have mercy on us. 
We confess that we are captive to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We turn from your loving embrace 
and go our own ways. 
Faithful God, have mercy on us. 
 
We pass judgment on one another 
before examining ourselves. 
We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. 
We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. 
Faithful God, have mercy on us. 

 

 

 



 
Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, 
and turn us again to life in you 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Faithful God, have mercy on us. 
 
God hears the cries of all who call out in need, 
and through his death and resurrection, 
Christ has made us his own. 
Hear the truth that God proclaims: 

Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 

Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness 
to do God’s work in the world.  Amen. 
 
GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its peoples, and you give us 
all that we have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and wisdom, and prepare us for the joy 
of the day of your coming, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
First Reading:  2nd Corinthians 9: 6-15 
  
Paul writes:  
The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows 
bountifully will also reap bountifully.  Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, 
not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  And God is able to 
provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of 
everything, you may share abundantly in every good work. As it is written, 
“He scatters abroad, he gives to the poor; 
    his righteousness endures forever.” 
 
He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for 
sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched in every way for 
your great generosity, which will produce thanksgiving to God through us; for the rendering of 
this ministry not only supplies the needs of the saints but also overflows with many 
thanksgivings to God.  Through the testing of this ministry you glorify God by your obedience 
to the confession of the gospel of Christ and by the generosity of your sharing with them and 
with all others,  while they long for you and pray for you because of the surpassing grace of 
God that he has given you. Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! 
 
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 



Gospel: Matthew 25:14-30 

The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus tells a parable about his second coming, indicating that it is not sufficient merely to 
maintain things as they are. Those who await his return should make good use of the gifts 
that God has provided them. 
 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 14“For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves 
and entrusted his property to them; 15to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another 
one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 16The one who had received the 
five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. 17In the same 
way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. 18But the one who had received 
the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money.  
 
19After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 20Then 
the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, 
‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ 21His master 
said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few 
things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’  
 
22And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to 
me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ 23His master said to him, ‘Well done, 
good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge 
of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’  
 
24Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew 
that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not 
scatter seed; 25so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have 
what is yours.’  
 
 
26But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I 
did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? 27Then you ought to have invested my 
money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own with 
interest.  
 
28So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. 29For to all those who 
have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, 
even what they have will be taken away. 30As for this worthless slave, throw him into the 
outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ ” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON The Rev. Stacey-Kyle Rea 
 
Prayers of the People 



Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power on 
the church, the world, and all in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Lord of the church, ignite your people with the passion of your love. By the fire of your Holy 
Spirit, unify us across ministries, congregations, and denominations. Give us generous hearts 
to participate in your activity throughout the world. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Lord of creation, we stand in awe at the works of your hands and praise you for the beauty of 
nature. Bless the earth for your glory and restore its integrity where exploitation has caused 
ruin. Give us generous hearts to tend with love what you have created. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Lord of the nations, sound forth your justice in the ears of all leaders. Increase concern for 
those who are most vulnerable. Give us generous hearts to see you in our neighbor and 
wisdom to work on healing the divide with those with whom we disagree. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Lord of all in need, search out all who cry to you in distress. Scatter the heavy clouds of 
depression, chronic illness, unemployment, and loneliness with your radiant light. We 
especially pray for all on our prayer list, and for those grieving this day. Give us generous 
hearts to give encouragement and signs of your healing to all we meet. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Lord of the stranger, stir up holy restlessness in us to extend love to those at the margins. 
Release our desire for control and open us to learn from the perspectives of others. Give us 
generous hearts to share all that we have for the sake of your kingdom. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Lord of the living and the dead, we give you thanks for all the saints at rest from their labors, 
especially Trinity’s most recent saints called by you into eternal life: Kathy Tirpak, Glenny 
Shadle, Janice Linfoot and Vernon Smith. Give us generous hearts to live by their example 
and continue to tell the story, so that generations of saints yet to come may also know your 
love. Hear us, O God.   
Your mercy is great. 
 
Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you gather all 
creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
OFFERING  

 
 
 

Thank you for remembering Christ’s ministry at Trinity, as ministries and expenses continue.  
 



• Offering by online giving: 
Make a gift to the general fund at  
http://trinityfairview.com/give 

• Bill pay option with your local bank 

• By Mail: 
Send your offering to: 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
PO Box 340 
Fairview Village, PA 19409 

 
When you receive, please return intention of giving cards to the church office as soon as 
possible. Thank you! 
 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those   
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen.  

 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
SENDING PRAYER  
God of all power and love, we give thanks for your unfailing presence 
and the hope you provide in times of uncertainty and loss. 
Send your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us your holy fire. 
 
Revive us to live as Christ’s body in the world: 
a people who pray, worship, learn, break bread, share life, heal neighbors, 
bear good news, seek justice, rest and grow in the Spirit. 
 
Wherever and however we gather, 
unite us in common prayer and send us in common mission, 
that we and the whole creation might be restored and renewed, 

http://trinityfairview.com/give


through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
BLESSING 

May God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, 

and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 
bless you and keep you in eternal love. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG 
 
DISMISSAL  
The Sending into Mission for the World 
Go in peace. Remember the poor.       Thanks be to God. 
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