
         
 
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost – September 13, 2020 
 
Introduction to the day  
Since we all stand before the judgment of God, why do we judge one another so freely? We do sin 
against one another, and Jesus’ challenge that we forgive seventy-seven times reveals God’s boundless 
mercy. When we hear the words of forgiveness in worship and sign ourselves with the cross, we are 
renewed in baptism to be signs of reconciliation in the world. 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose faithfulness 
endures from generation to generation. Amen.  
 
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. After each confession, please respond Holy God, 
have mercy on us. 
 
For self-centered living, and for failing to walk with humility and gentleness: 
Holy God, have mercy on us. 
 
For longing to have what is not ours, and for hearts that are not at rest with ourselves: 
Holy God, have mercy on us. 
 
For misuse of human relationships, and for unwillingness to see the image of God in others: 
Holy God,  have mercy on us. 
 
For jealousies that divide families and nations, and for rivalries that create strife and warfare: 
Holy God,  have mercy on us. 
 
For reluctance in sharing the gifts of God, and for carelessness with the fruits of creation: 
Holy God, have mercy on us. 
 

 

 

 



For hurtful words that condemn, and for angry deeds that harm: 
Holy God, have mercy on us. 
 
For idleness in witnessing to Jesus Christ, 
and for squandering the gifts of love and grace: 
Holy God, have mercy on us. 
 
Beloved of God, 
by the radical abundance of divine mercy 
we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus, 
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 
Our sins are forgiven. 
Let us live now in hope. 
For hope does not disappoint, 
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our hearts of 
stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

First Reading: Genesis 50:15-21 
After Jacob’s death the brothers of Joseph begged for forgiveness for the crime they had done against 
him. You intended to do me harm, Joseph said, but God used this as an opportunity to do good and 
save many lives. 
 

15Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a grudge 
against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” 16So they approached Joseph, 
saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, 17‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime 
of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of the 
servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18Then his brothers also 
wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do not 
be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for 
good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21So have no fear; I myself will 
provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them. 

Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35  
When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable that suggests human 
forgiveness should mirror the unlimited mercy of God. 



The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
21Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often 
should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, 
seventy-seven times. 
  23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts 
with his slaves. 24When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought 
to him; 25and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children 
and all his possessions, and payment to be made. 26So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, 
‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the lord of that 
slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of 
his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what 
you owe.’ 29Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will 
pay you.’ 30But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the 
debt. 31When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went 
and reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You 
wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33Should you not have had 
mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his lord handed him over to be 
tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if 
you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON The Rev. Stacey-Kyle Rea 
 
Prayers of the People 
 
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 
A brief silence. 
 
You welcome us when we are weak in faith. Uphold your church throughout the world; make it a place 
of welcome. Strengthen faith through Bible studies and Sunday schools, confirmation classes and 
youth ministries. Nurture new ministries of education and growth in your ministry at Trinity. Lord, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
The heights of the heavens show us the vastness of your steadfast love. Have compassion on your 
creation. Where human selfishness has brought ruin and destruction, we look to you to heal, renew, 
and redeem your world. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Make your ways known to the nations. Speak kindness to our bitter grudges. Settle our hearts when we 
want to settle accounts with violence. Bless our leaders with patience and wisdom as they make 
important decisions on our behalf.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for the sick, those on our prayer list, and for those in mourning today: 



for the Linfoot family on the death of Janice; for Pat Heller on the death of her son, Chris; for the 
Brunhofer family on the death of their aunt and cousin; and for all the saint we remember before you 
now, silently or aloud:  
 
Give all who mourn your comfort and peace. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Bring healing and justice wherever harm is dealt. Provide vindication for all who are oppressed. Free 
victims of human trafficking and forced labor; deliver all who are bound by debt. Feed all who hunger, 
and guard refugees fleeing famine, poverty, and war. Forgive us for the sin of racism, and help us bring 
it to an end.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Teach us to forgive. Remind us that you do not always accuse us. Still our tongues when we are 
tempted to pass judgment and argue over opinions. Make this congregation a community of mercy for 
one another and for all our neighbors.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through Christ our 
Lord. 
Amen. 
 
OFFERING  

Thank you for remembering Christ’s ministry at Trinity, as ministries and expenses continue.  
 

•   Offering by online giving: 
Make a gift to the general fund at  
http://trinityfairview.com/give 

•   Bill pay option with your local bank 
•   By Mail: 

Send your offering to: 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
PO Box 340 
Fairview Village, PA 19409 

 
Please contact Kim Travetti if you would like to receive a consecrated home communion kit for you 
and your family. Include the number of individuals who will receive communion in your request. 
Gluten free home communion kits are available. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those   



  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen.  

 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
SENDING PRAYER  
God of all power and love, we give thanks for your unfailing presence 
and the hope you provide in times of uncertainty and loss. 
Send your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us your holy fire. 
 
Revive us to live as Christ’s body in the world: 
a people who pray, worship, learn, break bread, share life, heal neighbors, 
bear good news, seek justice, rest and grow in the Spirit. 
 
Wherever and however we gather, 
unite us in common prayer and send us in common mission, 
that we and the whole creation might be restored and renewed, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
BLESSING 

May God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, 
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 
bless you and keep you in eternal love. 
Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL  
The Sending into Mission for the World 
Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage;  
hold fast to that which is good; render to no one evil for evil;  
strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak;  help the afflicted; honor all people;  
love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.        Thanks be to God. 
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