Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost – August 23, 2020
Introduction to the day
Jesus declares that the church will be built on the rock of Peter’s bold confession of faith. God’s
word of reconciliation and God’s mercy are keys to the church’s mission. Paul urges us to not be
conformed to this world but to offer our bodies as a living sacrifice, using our individual gifts to
build up the body of Christ.
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose faithfulness
endures from generation to generation. Amen.
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. After each confession, please respond Holy
God, have mercy on us.
For self-centered living, and for failing to walk with humility and gentleness:
Holy God, have mercy on us.
For longing to have what is not ours, and for hearts that are not at rest with ourselves:
Holy God, have mercy on us.
For misuse of human relationships, and for unwillingness to see the image of God in others:
Holy God, have mercy on us.
For jealousies that divide families and nations, and for rivalries that create strife and warfare:
Holy God, have mercy on us.
For reluctance in sharing the gifts of God, and for carelessness with the fruits of creation:
Holy God, have mercy on us.

For hurtful words that condemn, and for angry deeds that harm:
Holy God, have mercy on us.
For idleness in witnessing to Jesus Christ,
and for squandering the gifts of love and grace:
Holy God, have mercy on us.
Beloved of God,
by the radical abundance of divine mercy
we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus,
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace.
Our sins are forgiven.
Let us live now in hope.
For hope does not disappoint,
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit. Amen.
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life. Be our
strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly minister to all the
world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
First Reading: Romans 12: 1-8
In response to God’s merciful activity, we are to worship by living holistic, God-pleasing lives.
Our values and viewpoints are not molded by the time in which we live but are transformed by
the Spirit’s renewing work. God’s grace empowers different forms of service among Christians,
but all forms of ministry function to build up the body of Christ.
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appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2Do not be
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may
discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.
3For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more
highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure
of faith that God has assigned. 4For as in one body we have many members, and not all the
members have the same function, 5so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually
we are members one of another. 6We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us:
prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8the exhorter,

in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in
cheerfulness.
Gospel: Matthew 16: 13-20
At a climactic point in Jesus’ ministry, God reveals to Peter that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son
of the living God,” and Jesus responds with the promise of a church that will overcome the very
gates of Hades.
The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.
13Now

when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do
people say that the Son of Man is?” 14And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others
Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15He said to them, “But who do you say
that I am?” 16Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17And
Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed
this to you, but my Father in heaven. 18And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build
my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19I will give you the keys of the
kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you
loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell
anyone that he was the Messiah.
SERMON
Prayers of the People
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all
who are in need.
A brief silence.
Lord our rock, you are our foundation in Jesus Christ, your Son, whom we confess as the living
God. Prepare your church for its mission in bearing witness to Christ, both here at home and
throughout the world. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O Lord. Direct the leaders of countries, legislators and
magistrates, mayors and councils, to walk in your ways. Help leaders regard those in need with
mercy and fulfill your loving purposes in the governance of peoples. Lord, in your mercy, hear
our prayer.
In you we live and move and have our being. Grant our congregation grace to find our life
refreshed in you. Accompany us in the rhythms of late summer. Give us rest and renewal, help us
pivot and stay flexible in this time of pandemic, and strengthen us for mission in your name.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord, though we walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve us, deliver us, and fulfill your
purpose for us. Grant healing and wholeness to those who are sick and in need of care. We
especially pray for those on our prayer list, and for those grieving this day:
For Jerry Linfoot and family on the death of Janice.

For Pat Heller on the death of her son.
For Joann Brunhofer on the death of her aunt and cousin.
And for all the saints we remember before you now, silently or aloud
A brief silence.
Give all who mourn your comfort and peace. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
You call us into this Trinity community, in which we, though many, are one in Christ. May we
recognize in ourselves and in one another the unique gifts you have given us for the building up
of the church for the sake of the world. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Gracious God, be with students returning to school. Help parents who are saying goodbye to
college students. Strengthen parents who are educating children at home. We pray for our
TCNSK students, families and teachers. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
OFFERING
Thank you for remembering Christ’s ministry at Trinity, as ministries and expenses continue.
Please pray a silent prayer of thanksgiving during the musical offertory this morning.
Offering by online giving:
Make a gift to the general fund at
http://trinityfairview.com/give
Bill pay option with your local bank
By Mail:
Send your offering to:
Trinity Lutheran Church
PO Box 340
Fairview Village, PA 19409
Please contact Kim Travetti if you would like to receive a consecrated home communion kit for
you and your family. Please include the number of individuals who will receive communion in
your request. Gluten free home communion kits are available.
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
SENDING PRAYER
God of all power and love, we give thanks for your unfailing presence
and the hope you provide in times of uncertainty and loss.
Send your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us your holy fire.
Revive us to live as Christ’s body in the world:
a people who pray, worship, learn, break bread, share life, heal neighbors,
bear good news, seek justice, rest and grow in the Spirit.
Wherever and however we gather,
unite us in common prayer and send us in common mission,
that we and the whole creation might be restored and renewed,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
BLESSING
May God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ,
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter,
bless you and keep you in eternal love.
Amen.
DISMISSAL
The Sending into Mission for the World
Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage;
hold fast to that which is good; render to no one evil for evil;
strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people;
love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.
Thanks be to God.
* No online COFFEE HOUR this week *
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