
1 

 

 
 
Second Sunday in Lent – 2/28/21 

 
 
Introduction to our Lenten Liturgy  
God’s word, proclaimed and reflected upon, and the prayer it calls forth from those 
gathered, are the heart of this service, which is prepared especially for contemplative 
settings. The Holy Spirit, who knows our needs, prays with and through us, and when 
we have no words, for us. Silence makes room to breathe deeply, time to still the heart 
and quiet restless thoughts, and, a place to listen and rest in the presence of God, “like 
a child upon its mother’s breast” (Psalm 131:2). Some times of silence will last no longer 
than a deep breath; some will be more spacious. A handbell or singing bowl may be 
rung to mark them. Before worship begins, keeping silence or listening to meditative 
music invites the community into the unhurried pace of prayer. 
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Introduction to the Day  
The second covenant in this year’s Lenten readings is the one made with Abraham and 
Sarah: God’s promise to make them the ancestors of many, with whom God will remain 
in everlasting covenant. Paul says this promise comes to all who share Abraham’s faith 
in the God who brings life into being where there was no life. We receive this baptismal 
promise of resurrection life in faith. Sarah and Abraham receive new names as a sign of 
the covenant, and we too get new identities in baptism, as we put on Christ. 
 

 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit gathers us into a community of prayer. 

 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the keeper of the covenant, 
the source of steadfast love, 
our rock and our redeemer. 
Amen. 
 
God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. 
Let us return to the one who is full of compassion. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Fountain of living water, 
pour out your mercy over us. 
Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. 
Rebuild what we have ruined 
and mend what we have torn. 
Wash us in your cleansing flood. 
Make us alive in the Spirit 
to follow in the way of Jesus, 
as healers and restorers of the world you so love. 
Amen. 
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Beloved, God’s word never fails. 
The promise rests on grace: 
by the saving love of Jesus Christ, 
the wisdom and power of God, 

your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers them no more. 

Journey in the way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG – ELW 807 
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P: The love of God poured into our hearts, the saving grace of 
Jesus Christ, and the abundant life of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
P: Let us pray. 

O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an 
instrument of shameful death to be for us the means of life. Grant 
us so to glory in the cross of Christ that we may gladly suffer 
shame and loss for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, silence, reflection, and song. 

First Reading: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 
As with Noah, God makes an everlasting covenant with Abraham and Sarah. God 
promises this old couple that they will be the ancestors of nations, though they have no 
child together. God will miraculously bring forth new life from Sarah’s womb. The name 
changes emphasize the firmness of God’s promise. 
 

1When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to 
Abram, and said to him,  
 
“I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 2And I will 
make my covenant between me and you, and will make you 
exceedingly numerous.” 3Then Abram fell on his face; and God 
said to him, 4“As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall 
be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 5No longer shall your 
name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have 
made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 6I will make you 
exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall 
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come from you. 7I will establish my covenant between me and 
you, and your offspring after you throughout their generations, for 
an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring 
after you.” 
 
  15God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not 
call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 16I will bless her, and 
moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she 
shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.” 
 
L: The Word of the Lord.   
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel: Mark 8:31-38 
After Peter confesses his belief that Jesus is the Messiah, Jesus tells his disciples for 
the first time what is to come. Peter’s response indicates that he does not yet 
understand the way of the cross that Jesus will travel. 

The Holy Gospel, according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
31[Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo 
great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, 
and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise 
again.32He said all this quite openly.  
And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But turning 
and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get 
behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine 
things but on human things.” 
 
  34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If 
any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and 
take up their cross and follow me. 35For those who want to save 
their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and 
for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them 
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to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can 
they give in return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me 
and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them 
the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory 
of his Father with the holy angels.” 

 
P: The Gospel of the Lord.    
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
MEDITATION     The Rev. Stacey-Kyle Rea 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY –  ELW 323 Verses 1-3 & 5 
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PRAYER 
The Holy Spirit prays with us and through us. 

 

Trusting God’s word and promises, we pray in the power of the Spirit and in the name of 
Christ Jesus, making our “supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings” (1 
Timothy 2:1) for the sake of all creation. In singing and silence, in stillness and sighing, 
when lifting our hands or lighting a candle, we pray. 
 

Prayers of the People 
 

In Christ Jesus we meet the God who knows our weakness and 
bears the wounds of the world. Therefore, let us be bold as we 
pray, trusting that God draws near to those in any kind of need. 
A brief silence. 

Your gift of grace is for all people. Give confident faith to all the 
baptized, that they may follow you wholeheartedly. Give new 
believers joy in your promises; give hope and courage to those 
who suffer for their faith. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You rule over the nations. Raise up advocates for peace and 
justice within and between nations. Give life where hope seems 
dead; call into existence new realities we cannot even imagine. 
Bless healthcare, education and other essential workers as we 
continue through the pandemic. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
In Jesus you joined humanity in suffering and death. Reveal to all 
the depth of your love shown on the cross. Bring vindication for 
victims of injustice, exploitation, and oppression. Restore all who 
are sick or grieving, especially hear the needs of those on our 
prayer list, and all we name before you now..... 
A brief silence. 

Accompany all who suffer in body, mind, and spirit. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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You made Abraham and Sarah the ancestors of a multitude of 
nations. Bless grandparents, parents, and foster parents, and the 
children who look to them for care and guidance. Console those 
who deal with infertility, parents who have entrusted their children 
to adoption, and children longing to be adopted. Equip ministries 
and services to families. We especially pray for our friends at 
Gemma Services/Silver Springs-Martin Luther School. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of all compassion, gather our prayers in your mercy and 
grant to us what you know we need, that we may walk in the life 
and peace of your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our hope and our 
salvation. 
Amen. 
 

OFFERING  
Thank you for remembering Christ’s ministry at Trinity, as 
ministries and expenses continue. Let us give thanks and offer 
our time, talents and treasure to God. 

 

• Offering by online giving: 
Make a gift to the general fund at  
http://trinityfairview.com/give 

• Bill pay option with your local bank 

• By Mail: 
Send your offering to: 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
PO Box 340 
Fairview Village, PA 19409 

 
 
 
 

http://trinityfairview.com/give
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught 
us. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Through prayer the Spirit draws us more deeply into the beauty and the suffering of the 
world. We are sent, with Christ, to enter more fully into God’s love for and work in the 

world. This is our prayer “without ceasing” (1 Thessalonians 5:17). 

 
SENDING PRAYER  
 
P: God of all power and love, we give thanks for your unfailing 
presence and the hope you provide in times of uncertainty and 
loss.  Send your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us your holy fire. 
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Revive us to live as Christ’s body in the world: 
a people who pray, worship, learn, break bread, share life, heal 
neighbors, bear good news, seek justice, rest and grow in the 
Spirit. 
 
Wherever and however we gather, 
unite us in common prayer and send us in common mission, 
that we and the whole creation might be restored and renewed, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. C: Amen. 
 
 
BLESSING 

P: May Christ Jesus dwell in our hearts through faith, as we are 
being rooted and grounded in love, strengthened by the Spirit, 
and filled with all the fullness of God. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG – ELW 606 
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DISMISSAL  
 
The Sending into Mission for the World 
P: Go in peace. Share the Good News 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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