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Fourth Sunday after Epiphany      Sunday, January 31, 2021 
 
We hope that you received your star words in the mail.  
If not, know that your star word is coming.  If you have your star word, we invite you to 
place it near you for the Gathering liturgy.  If you do not, use the word “follow” as an 
intentional star word today. 

 
Introduction to the day  
As we continue through the time after Epiphany, stories of the call 
to discipleship show us the implications of our baptismal calling to 
show Christ to the world. Jesus begins proclaiming the good news 
and calling people to repentance right after John the Baptist is 
arrested for preaching in a similar way. Knowing that John was 
later executed, we see at the very outset the cost of discipleship. 
Still, the two sets of brothers leave everything they have known 
and worked for all their lives to follow Jesus and fish for people. 
 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

 
Epiphany Star Word Liturgy 
P: When extraordinary things happen in the sky, we stop and 
notice.  
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We look for comets, shooting stars, full moons. We watch for 
rocket launches, satellites drifting in space, and the space station 
circling our orbit.  
 
The Magi were paying close attention to the sky when they saw 
something different—a star that shone so brightly, they were 
compelled to follow it. 
 
Just as the Christmas star once shined for all people to see, the 
light of Christ still shines for all people.  
 
May we use these star words as reminders of the Christmas star 
we invite into our lives so that we might be led toward Jesus 
Christ. 
 
Epiphany Prayer 
P: Let us center ourselves in prayer. 

We are seekers—just like the Magi. 
C: Light our paths and lead us closer to you. 
P: We are looking for hope, peace, joy, love and so much 
more that Christ brings. 
C: Light our paths and lead us closer to you. 
P: We long for the abundant life God promises. 
C: Light our paths and lead us closer to you. 
P: May this star word be one of encouragement. 
C: Light our paths and lead us closer to you. 
P: May this word guide our intentions in the days to come. 
C: Light our paths and lead us closer to you. 
P:  May we pay attention to where God is present. 
C: Light our paths and lead us closer to you. 
P: May God use these words to show us how to live and love 
in the world. 
C: Light our paths and lead us closer to you. Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG – ELW 512 
 

 
 

 
GREETING  
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
C: And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your 
radiant presence and continually reveal your Son as our Savior. 
Bring wholeness to all that is broken and speak truth to us in our 
confusion, that all creation will see and know your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

First Reading: Deuteronomy 18:15-20 
Today’s reading is part of a longer discourse in Deuteronomy, an updating of the law for 
the Israelite community as the people wait to enter the promised land. Here Moses 
assures the people that God will continue to guide them through prophets who will 
proclaim the divine word. 

 

[Moses said:] 15The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet 
like me from among your own people; you shall heed such a 
prophet. 16This is what you requested of the Lord your God at 
Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said: “If I hear the 
voice of the Lord my God any more, or ever again see this great 
fire, I will die.” 17Then the Lord replied to me: “They are right in 
what they have said. 18I will raise up for them a prophet like you 
from among their own people; I will put my words in the mouth of 
the prophet, who shall speak to them everything that I 
command. 19Anyone who does not heed the words that the 
prophet shall speak in my name, I myself will hold 
accountable. 20But any prophet who speaks in the name of other 
gods, or who presumes to speak in my name a word that I have 
not commanded the prophet to speak—that prophet shall die.” 
 
L: The Word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel:  Mark 1: 21-28 
Forces that would bring death and disease have taken hold of a man, yet they 
recognize Jesus and know what his power means for them. Jesus commands these 
forces to leave and people are amazed at his authority. 

 
The Holy Gospel, according to Mark.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
21[Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the 
sabbath came, he entered the synagogue and taught.22They 
were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one having 
authority, and not as the scribes. 23Just then there was in their 
synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, 24and he cried out, 
“What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you 
come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of 
God.” 25But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out 
of him!” 26And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with 
a loud voice, came out of him. 27They were all amazed, and they 
kept on asking one another, “What is this? A new teaching—with 
authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey 
him.” 28At once his fame began to spread throughout the 
surrounding region of Galilee. 
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord.   C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
 
SERMON The Rev. Stacey-Kyle Rea 
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HYMN OF THE DAY –  ELW 801 

 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer 

our prayers for the church, the world, and all people in 

need. 

A brief silence. 
 

For all who share the gospel and proclaim freedom in 

Christ throughout the world: prophets, teachers, pastors, 

deacons, and lay leaders; for the church and its 
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ministries, and especially for Christ's ministry at Trinity, 

let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 
 

For all God’s works in creation: plants and animals, water 

and soil, forests and farms; and for those tasked with 

protecting our natural resources and all that exists, let us 

pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 
 

For government and leaders: cities and nations, rescue 

professionals and legal aid attorneys, elected officials and 

grassroots organizers; for all responsible for the well-

being of civil society, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 
 

For those who suffer in mind, body, or spirit:  

those who are sick and hospitalized, those who are sick 

or experiencing the effects of COVID-19, those struggling 

with mental illness, those who are lonely, hungry or 

homeless, and all in any need; and especially for 

caregivers, hospice workers, and home health aides, let 

us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

 

For the concerns of this congregation: for those who are 

essential workers, those who are unable to attend online 

worship, those celebrating birthdays or anniversaries, for 

students struggling with online learning; for the people of 

God in this place and for other needs in our community, 

let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 
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Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or 

silent, for the sake of the one who dwells among us, your 

Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 
 
 
 
OFFERING  
Thank you for remembering Christ’s ministry at Trinity, as 
ministries and expenses continue. Let us give thanks and offer 
our time, talents and treasure to God. 

 

• Offering by online giving: 
Make a gift to the general fund at  
http://trinityfairview.com/give 

• Bill pay option with your local bank 

• By Mail: 
Send your offering to: 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
PO Box 340 
Fairview Village, PA 19409 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://trinityfairview.com/give
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught 
us. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
SENDING PRAYER  
P: God of all power and love, we give thanks for your unfailing 
presence and the hope you provide in times of uncertainty and 
loss. Send your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us your holy fire. 
 
Revive us to live as Christ’s body in the world: 
a people who pray, worship, learn, break bread, share life, heal 
neighbors, bear good news, seek justice, rest and grow in the 
Spirit. 
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Wherever and however we gather, 
unite us in common prayer and send us in common mission, 
that we and the whole creation might be restored and renewed, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. C: Amen. 
 
 
BLESSING 

God the creator strengthen you; 
Jesus the beloved fill you; 

and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace.  C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG – ELW 866 
 



12 

 

DISMISSAL  
 
The Sending into Mission for the World 
P: Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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