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Second Sunday after Epiphany

Sunday, January 17, 2021

We hope that you received your star words in the mail.
If not, know that your star word is coming. If you have your star word, we invite you to
place it near you. If you do not, use the word “calling” as an intentional star word today.

Introduction to the day
All the baptized have a calling in God’s world. God calls not just
pastors and deacons but also the youngest child, like Samuel.
The story of the calling of Nathanael plays with the idea of place.
Nathanael initially dismisses Jesus because he comes from
Nazareth. But where we come from isn’t important; it’s where—or
rather whom—we come to. Jesus refers to Jacob, who had a
vision in a place he called “the house of God, and . . . the gate of
heaven” (Gen. 28:17). Jesus says he himself is the place where
Nathanael will meet God.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
Epiphany Star Word Liturgy
P: When extraordinary things happen in the sky, we stop and
notice.
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We look for comets, shooting stars, full moons. We watch for
rocket launches, satellites drifting in space, and the space station
circling our orbit.
The Magi were paying close attention to the sky when they saw
something different—a star that shone so brightly, they were
compelled to follow it.
Just as the Christmas star once shined for all people to see, the
light of Christ still shines for all people.
May we use these star words as reminders of the Christmas star
we invite into our lives so that we might be led toward Jesus
Christ.
Epiphany Prayer
P: Let us center ourselves in prayer.
We are seekers—just like the Magi.
C: Light our paths and lead us closer to you.
P: We are looking for hope, peace, joy, love and so much
more that Christ brings.
C: Light our paths and lead us closer to you.
P: We long for the abundant life God promises.
C: Light our paths and lead us closer to you.
P: May this star word be one of encouragement.
C: Light our paths and lead us closer to you.
P: May this word guide our intentions in the days to come.
C: Light our paths and lead us closer to you.
P: May we pay attention to where God is present.
C: Light our paths and lead us closer to you.
P: May God use these words to show us how to live and love
in the world.
C: Light our paths and lead us closer to you. Amen.
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GATHERING SONG – ELW 574 Verses 1 & 2
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GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer,
for the countless blessings and benefits you give. May we know
you more clearly, love you more dearly, and follow you more
nearly, day by day praising you, with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
First Reading: 1 Samuel 3:1-10 [11-20]
At a time when visions are rare and unexpected, the LORD comes to Samuel and calls
him to speak the divine word. Though just a boy, Samuel responds to God obediently,
as Eli the priest has taught him to respond. This marks the beginning of Samuel’s
prophetic ministry.
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Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The
word of the LORD was rare in those days; visions were not
widespread.
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At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so
that he could not see, was lying down in his room; 3the lamp of
God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the
temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was.
Then the LORD called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I
am!” 5and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But
he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay
down. 6The LORD called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went
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to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did
not call, my son; lie down again.”
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Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of
the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. 8The LORD called
Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and
said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that
the LORD was calling the boy. 9Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go,
lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your
servant is listening.’ ” So Samuel went and lay down in his place.
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Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before,
“Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is
listening.”
L: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel: John 1: 43-51
In John’s gospel, Jesus’ ministry begins with the call of disciples, who then bring others
to Jesus. Philip’s friend Nathanael moves from skepticism to faith when he accepts the
invitation to “Come and see.”

The Holy Gospel, according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
43

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip
and said to him, “Follow me.” 44Now Philip was from Bethsaida,
the city of Andrew and Peter. 45Philip found Nathanael and said to
him, “We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also
the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.”
Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of
Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.”
46
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When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him,
“Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” 48Nathanael
asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I
saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 49Nathanael
replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of
Israel!” 50Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that
I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than
these.” 51And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see
heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending
upon the Son of Man.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON The Rev. Stacey-Kyle Rea
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HYMN OF THE DAY – ELW #798 Verses 1, 2 & 5
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our
prayers for the church, the world, and all people in need.
A brief silence.
We pray for the body of Christ gathered throughout the world and
for all servants of the gospel, that following Jesus, the church
lives out its calling every day, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
We pray for the well-being of creation, for plants and animals, and
for all that God has made, that we serve as wise stewards of
Earth, our home, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
We pray for our country today, asking for your peace to surround
us. We pray for police officers and firefighters, for attorneys and
paralegals, for peacekeepers and military personnel, and for the
leaders of all governments, that they provide protection to all
people, especially the most vulnerable, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
We pray for those lacking food or shelter, for those who are sick
with or affected by COVID-19, for those who are grieving or ill in
mind, body or spirit, and for those who are imprisoned or
homebound. We especially pray for those on our prayer list, and
all we name before you now.....
let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
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We give thanks for the witness of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. and for all who give their very lives to fight for those who are
oppressed. For an end to systemic racism in our country and the
removal of hatred in our hearts and homes, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
Gracious God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent,
for the sake of the one who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus
Christ our Savior.
Amen.

OFFERING
Thank you for remembering Christ’s ministry at Trinity, as
ministries and expenses continue. Let us give thanks and offer
our time, talents and treasure to God.
• Offering by online giving:
Make a gift to the general fund at
http://trinityfairview.com/give
• Bill pay option with your local bank
• By Mail:
Send your offering to:
Trinity Lutheran Church
PO Box 340
Fairview Village, PA 19409
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LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught
us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
SENDING PRAYER
P: God of all power and love, we give thanks for your unfailing
presence and the hope you provide in times of uncertainty and
loss. Send your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us your holy fire.
Revive us to live as Christ’s body in the world: a people who pray,
worship, learn, break bread, share life, heal neighbors, bear good
news, seek justice, rest and grow in the Spirit.
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Wherever and however we gather, unite us in common prayer
and send us in common mission, that we and the whole creation
might be restored and renewed, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.

BLESSING
God the creator strengthen you;
Jesus the beloved fill you;
and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace. C: Amen.
SENDING SONG – ELW 677
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DISMISSAL
The Sending into Mission for the World
P: Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
C: Thanks be to God.
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