
 
Sunday, April 18, 2021    

Third Sunday of Easter 
 

 

 

 

Introduction 
The gospel for the third Sunday of Easter is always one in which the risen Christ shares 
food with the disciples, meals that are the Easter template for the meal we share each 
Sunday. In today’s gospel, Jesus both shares the disciples’ food and shows them the 
meaning of his suffering, death, and resurrection through the scriptures, the two main 
elements of our Sunday worship. 

 
 

 



GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Alleluia, Christ is risen!  
  Christ is risen indeed, alleluia!  
 
Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, 
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
We thank you, risen Christ, 
for these waters where you make us new, 
leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. 
 
We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us 
in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, 

like rains to our thirsting earth, 
like streams that revive our souls, 
like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 

 
Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. 
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. 
Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. 
Make us one, risen Christ. 
Cleanse our hearts. 
Shower us with life. 
 
To you be given all praise, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 



GATHERING SONG – ELW 392 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 



PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray.  
Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt 
us to be your children. Fill us with your words of life, that we may 
live as witnesses to the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.    
Amen. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
FIRST READING: Psalm 4 
The LORD does wonders for the faithful. (Ps. 4:3) 

  
1Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause; 
you set me free when I was in distress; have mercy on me  
and hear my prayer. 
 2“You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory; 
 how long will you love illusions and seek after lies?” 
3Know that the LORD does wonders for the faithful; 
the LORD will hear me when I call. 
 4Tremble, then, and do not sin; 
 speak to your heart in silence upon your bed.  
5Offer the appointed sacrifices, 
and put your trust in the LORD. 
 6Many are saying, “Who will show us any good?” 
 Let the light of your face shine upon us, O LORD. 
7You have put gladness in my heart, 
more than when grain and wine abound. 
 8In peace, I will lie down and sleep; 
 for you alone, O LORD, make me rest secure.  
 
The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 



GOSPEL: Luke 24:36b-48 
 
The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
In this account of an appearance after his resurrection, Jesus opens the minds of the 
disciples to understand him as Messiah. Jesus convinces them that he has been raised 
and sends them on a mission to proclaim the message of repentance and forgiveness. 
 

36bJesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, 
“Peace be with you.”  
37They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were 
seeing a ghost. 38He said to them, “Why are you frightened, and 
why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39Look at my hands and my 
feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does 
not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” 40And when he 
had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 41While in 
their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to 
them, “Have you anything here to eat?” 42They gave him a piece 
of broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate in their presence. 
 
  44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to 
you while I was still with you—that everything written about me in 
the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be 
fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand the 
scriptures, 46and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the 
Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third 
day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be 
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things.” 

 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 



SERMON  
 
HYMN OF THE DAY – ELW 728 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Today’s response to each prayer petition is: Your mercy is great. 
 

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring 
our prayers before God who promises to hear us and answer in 
steadfast love. 

A brief silence. 

 
Living God, in the midst of Easter joy, we are still filled with 
questions and wondering. Open our hearts and minds as we 
encounter the scriptures, so that the church embodies repentance 
and forgiveness in the name of Jesus to all nations.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Creating God, like a master artist you have fashioned the 
universe out of your love and delight. Heal your creation where it 
is in need of restoration. Provide all the inhabitants of earth a 
peaceful and sustainable home.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
God of all, the nations hunger and thirst for your righteousness. 
Many call on you for guidance and strength. Answer our hopes 
with the peace of Christ and give your lovingkindness to national, 
state, and local leaders of people.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Healing God, you hear the cries of those in need and answer 
them in their distress. Grant to those who are sick and suffering 
your compassion and nurse them back to health and wholeness. 
We especially pray for those on our prayer list, and all we name 
before you now: 
 
A brief silence. 

Be close to the hearts of the lonely.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 



Loving Parent, you have given us such love that we should be 
called the children of God. You invite us to recognize and 
reverence your divine image and likeness in our neighbor, who is 
also beloved by you. Enable us to see the reality of racism and 
free us to challenge and uproot it from our society, our world, and 
ourselves. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, 
trusting in your never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
OFFERING  
Thank you for remembering Christ’s ministry at Trinity, as ministries and 
expenses continue. 
 
Offering by online giving: 
Make a gift to the general fund at http://trinityfairview.com/give 
 
Bill pay option with your local bank 
 
By Mail: 
Send your offering to: 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
PO Box 340 
Fairview Village, PA 19409 
 
 
MUSIC OFFERING 
 
 
 
 

http://trinityfairview.com/give


LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught 
us. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
 
BLESSING  
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom 
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 
The God of life, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 



SENDING SONG – ELW 540 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL  
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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