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Baptism of our Lord      Sunday, January 10, 2021 
 
Introduction to the day  
Our re-creation in baptism is an image of the Genesis creation, where the Spirit of God 
moved over the waters. Both Mark’s gospel makes clear that it is the Spirit’s movement 
that distinguishes Jesus’ baptism from John’s. The Spirit has come upon us as upon 
Jesus and the Ephesians, calling us God’s beloved children and setting us on Jesus’ 
mission to re-create the world in the image of God’s vision of justice and peace. 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

 
A PRAYER FOR A TIME OF CIVIC DISTRESS 
 
P: Rise up and come to our help, merciful God for we are in need. 
C: Our spirits are weighed down with fear; our bodies feel as fragile as the dust 
from which we came. All that we have trusted seems hidden from sight. 
P: Although this moment has come upon our nation, you have not forgotten us. 
C: We do not trust in our own power or strength, but in your steadfast love in 
every generation.  
P: Show us your face in this time of trial, remind us of your faithfulness, and save us for 
the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
C: Amen. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose voice is upon the waters, 
whose mercy is poured out upon all people, 
whose goodness cascades over all creation. 

C:  Amen. 
 
P: Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.  
Silence is kept for reflection. 
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P: Holy God, 
C: you search us and know us. 
You are acquainted with all our ways. 
We confess that our hearts are burdened by sin— 
our own sins and the broken systems that bind us. 
We turn inward, failing to follow 
your outward way of love. 
We distrust those who are not like us. 
We exploit the earth and its resources 
and fail to consider generations to come. 
 
Forgive us, gracious God, 
for all we have done and left undone. 
Even before the words are on our tongues, 
you know them; 
receive them in your divine mercy. 
Amen. 
 
P: How vast is God’s grace! 

Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus, 

our sins are washed away 
and we are claimed as God’s own beloved. 
Indeed, we are forgiven. 
 
In the wake of God’s forgiveness, 
we are called to be the beloved community 
living out Christ’s justice 
and the Spirit’s reconciling peace. 
C: Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG – ELW 247  Come Now, O Prince of Peace 
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GREETING  
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
C: And also with you. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the waters. 
Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow after your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

Psalm 29 - The Voice of God in a Great Storm 
A Psalm of David. 
1 Ascribe to the LORD, O heavenly beings,  
    ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 
2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory of his name; 
    worship the LORD in holy splendor. 
3 The voice of the LORD is over the waters; 
    the God of glory thunders, 
    the LORD, over mighty waters. 
4 The voice of the LORD is powerful; 
    the voice of the LORD is full of majesty. 
5 The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars; 
    the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon. 
6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 
    and Sirion like a young wild ox. 
7 The voice of the LORD flashes forth flames of fire. 
8 The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; 
    the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 
9 The voice of the LORD causes the oaks to whirl,  
    and strips the forest bare; 
    and in his temple all say, “Glory!” 
10 The LORD sits enthroned over the flood; 
    the LORD sits enthroned as king forever. 
11 May the LORD give strength to his people! 
    May the LORD bless his people with peace! 

Gospel: Matthew 2: 1-12 
 
Mark’s gospel reports the story of Jesus’ baptism with some irony: the one on whom the 
Spirit descends is himself the one who will baptize others with the Holy Spirit. 

The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the 
people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river 
Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather 
belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who 
is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the 
thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit.” 
 
  9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 



5 

 

Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart 
and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You 
are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON The Rev. Stacey-Kyle Rea 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY –  ELW 305  When Jesus came to Jordan 

 
Prayers of the People 

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the 
world, and all people in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Eternal God, amid all the turmoil and changes of the world, your love is steadfast and 
your strength never fails. Be a sure guardian and rock of defense in times of trouble. 
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Guide the leaders of our nation with your wisdom, comfort those in distress, and grant 
us courage and hope to face the future. Let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
We pray for all of creation. For wilderness and water, for field and forest, for all living 
things. As we celebrate the gift of baptism today, help us to remember that your 
greatest promise comes to us in something we need to live: water. Help us work to 
ensure that all people have access to clean, healthy water, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
We pray for the nations of the world and their leaders, for public servants in our nation, 
for those who labor day and night, and for peacemakers amid strife, that God inspire all 
people to use their strength wisely. Bring our hearts to acknowledge and help heal the 
divide caused by racism and oppression, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
We pray for the sick and those who provide medical care, for the imprisoned and those 
who show them mercy, for the lonely and those who provide companionship, for those 
on our prayer list and for all who suffer this day, that God shower compassion upon 
them, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
We pray for everyone affected by COVID-19 this day. As we continue to journey 
through the pandemic, help us realize that you are with us at all times and in all things; 
that we have no secrets from you; and that your loving grace and the promises made at 
baptism follow us to eternity. In the security of your embrace, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one 
who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
OFFERING  
Thank you for remembering Christ’s ministry at Trinity, as ministries and expenses 
continue. Let us give thanks and offer our time, talents and treasure to God. 

 

• Offering by online giving: 
Make a gift to the general fund at  
http://trinityfairview.com/give 

• Bill pay option with your local bank 

• By Mail: 
Send your offering to: 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
PO Box 340 
Fairview Village, PA 19409 

 

http://trinityfairview.com/give
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those   
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen.  

 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
SENDING PRAYER  
 
P: God of all power and love, we give thanks for your unfailing presence 
and the hope you provide in times of uncertainty and loss. 
Send your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us your holy fire. 
 
Revive us to live as Christ’s body in the world: 
a people who pray, worship, learn, break bread, share life, heal neighbors, 
bear good news, seek justice, rest and grow in the Spirit. 
 
Wherever and however we gather, 
unite us in common prayer and send us in common mission, 
that we and the whole creation might be restored and renewed, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. C: Amen. 
 
 
 
BLESSING 

God the creator strengthen you; 
Jesus the beloved fill you; 

and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG – ELW 423 Shall We Gather at the River (verses 1, 3 and 4) 
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DISMISSAL  
 
The Sending into Mission for the World 
P: Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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