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Second Sunday of Advent   12.6.20 
 
Introduction to the day  
John calls people to repent, to clear the decks, to completely reorder their lives so that 
nothing gets in the way of the Lord’s coming. The reading from Isaiah gives the context for 
this radical call: the assurance of forgiveness that encourages us to repent; the promise that 
the coming one will be gentle with the little ones. Isaiah calls us all to be heralds with John, to 
lift up our voices fearlessly and say, “See, your God is coming!” We say it to one another in 
worship, in order to say it with our lives in a world in need of justice and peace. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
In this season of Advent, you are invited to create a sacred space to mark the season.  
Perhaps gather four candles to create your own Advent wreath.  Bring out your nativity scene 
slowly, with just a few people in the scene each week.  Keep an Advent calendar of gifts to 
others; perhaps make a special point of donating adult socks and gloves for the “Cy of Relief 
Drive” for the soup kitchen. Or one item a day for the food pantry.  Or pray for a different 
Trinity member each day of Advent. 
 
However you journey through this season, know that our community and prayers are with 
you. 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
P: Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
whose forgiveness is sure 
and whose steadfast love endures forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: Together let us honestly and humbly confess 
that we have not lived as God desires. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
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P: Loving and forgiving God, 
C: we confess that we are held captive by sin. 
In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray.  
We have not welcomed the stranger; 
we have not loved our neighbor; 
we have not been Christ to one another. 
Restore us, O God. 
Wake us up and turn us from our sin. 
Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen. 
 
P: People of God, hear this glad news: 
by God’s endless grace 
your sins are forgiven, and you are free— 
free from all that holds you back 
and free to live in the peaceable realm of God. 
 
May you be strengthened in God’s love, 
☩ comforted by Christ’s peace, 
and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG – ELW 263 
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GREETING  
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
C: And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming strengthen 
us to serve you with purified lives; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 
Amen. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

First Reading: Isaiah 40:1-11 
In grand, flowing, poetic lines, the prophet announces that the exile of God’s people in 
Babylon is over. God will deliver Israel and will care for her as a shepherd cares for the 
sheep. This word can be trusted, because the only enduring reality in life is the word of God. 
 
Comfort, O comfort my people, 
  says your God. 
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
  and cry to her 
that she has served her term, 
  that her penalty is paid, 
that she has received from the LORD’s hand 
  double for all her sins. 
 
A voice cries out: 
 “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, 
  make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
Every valley shall be lifted up, 
  and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, 
  and the rough places a plain. 
Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 
  and all people shall see it together, 
  for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 
 
A voice says, “Cry out!” 
  And I said, “What shall I cry?” 
All people are grass, 
  their constancy is like the flower of the field. 
The grass withers, the flower fades, 
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  when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; 
  surely the people are grass. 
 The grass withers, the flower fades; 
  but the word of our God will stand forever. 
 Get you up to a high mountain, 
  O Zion, herald of good tidings; 
 lift up your voice with strength, 
  O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 
  lift it up, do not fear; 
 say to the cities of Judah, 
  “Here is your God!” 
 See, the Lord GOD comes with might, 
  and his arm rules for him; 
 his reward is with him, 
  and his recompense before him. 
 He will feed his flock like a shepherd; 
  he will gather the lambs in his arms, 
 and carry them in his bosom, 
  and gently lead the mother sheep. 
 
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

ADVENT WREATH CANDLE LIGHTING 
Today we light the candle of peace, along with the candle of hope. Lighting this second 
candle reminds us of the complexity of what it means to feel peace this year. With a year full 
of uncertainty, anxiety, and fear, the peace candle invites us into a safe and secure space 
where we can just be. 

As we light the candle of peace, we acknowledge the times this year when peace has felt too 
far away. We acknowledge the times when our peace has felt insecure. We acknowledge our 
shared desire for your safe presence of peace as we continue in our Advent journey. 

Candle Lighting Song: 
Light two candles as we're waiting. 
Light and know the Peace we are waiting for. 
Light two candles as we wait for Christ. 
Light them for the Peace of the Lord. 
 
Prayer:  Holy God, we thank you for the gift of peace that is found in Christ Jesus. Remind us 
of the safety and security of your peace as we enter into another week. Amen. 

Gospel: Mark 1:1-8 

The Holy Gospel, according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
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The Gospel of Mark does not begin with a story of Jesus’ birth but with the voice of one 
crying out in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord. 
The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
  As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,  
 “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
  who will prepare your way; 
 the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
  ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight,’ ” 
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 
their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and 
he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is 
coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have 
baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON The Rev. Stacey-Kyle Rea 
 
Prayers of the People 
God of power and might, comfort your people and come quickly to this weary world. Hear our 
prayers for everyone in need. 
A brief silence. 
Faithful God, you teach us to wait for you with faithfulness and patience. Sustain and support 
us in our doubts and questions. Nurture our faith as we discern and enact your mission 
beyond the walls of Trinity.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Loving God, you set the stars in the sky and breathe life into the earth. Renew the face of 
creation where it needs your healing touch. Mend the wounds of environmental damage and 
restore balance to ecosystems so that all creation can declare your praise. We pray for all 
who are recovering from natural disaster, especially those in our neighboring 
Montgomeryville after the tornado.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Steadfast God, you never tire of seeking justice. Where people suffer from discrimination, 
judgment, and injustice, speak words of truth and comfort. Lead us toward a world where 
faithfulness will sprout underfoot and righteousness rain down from above.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
Leading God, you ask us to make uneven ground smooth. Make even the disparities between 
your people. Sustain and support people with physical and intellectual disabilities. 
Accompany disability advocates who work for a world accessible to all. Teach us to celebrate 
the great diversity in our midst.  
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Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Tender God, you know sorrow and joy alike. We pray for those in our families and 
congregation who are not joyful in this holiday season. Comfort those who grieve, be a 
companion to all who are lonely, tend those who are sick or struggling with depression, and 
gather all people in your healing embrace. We especially pray for those we name before you 
now… 
Brief silence for names to be spoken 
 
Gather all people in your healing embrace. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
OFFERING  
Thank you for remembering Christ’s ministry at Trinity, as ministries and expenses continue. 
Let us give thanks and offer our time, talents and treasure to God. 

 
• Offering by online giving: 

Make a gift to the general fund at  
http://trinityfairview.com/give 

• Bill pay option with your local bank 
• By Mail: 

Send your offering to: 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
PO Box 340 
Fairview Village, PA 19409 

 
When you receive, please return intention of giving cards to the church office as soon as 
possible. Thank you! 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those   
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 

http://trinityfairview.com/give
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For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen.  

 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
SENDING PRAYER  
 
God of all power and love, we give thanks for your unfailing presence 
and the hope you provide in times of uncertainty and loss. 
Send your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us your holy fire. 
 
Revive us to live as Christ’s body in the world: 
a people who pray, worship, learn, break bread, share life, heal neighbors, 
bear good news, seek justice, rest and grow in the Spirit. 
 
Wherever and however we gather, 
unite us in common prayer and send us in common mission, 
that we and the whole creation might be restored and renewed, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, 
the long-expected Savior fill you with love, 
the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, 
☩ now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG – ELW 264 Prepare the Royal Highway verses 1, 2 & 4  
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DISMISSAL  
 
The Sending into Mission for the World 
P: Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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