
December 16, 2018 ~ Advent III ~ 10am 

A Reading from the Book of the prophet Zephaniah: 
 

PROCLAIMER 1 

S ing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! 

 Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem! 

 The Lord has taken away the judgments against you. 

 He has turned away your enemies. 

 The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst! 

 You shall fear disaster no more. 

 On that day it shall be said in Jerusalem: 

 Don’t be afraid! Don’t let your hands grow weak! 
 
 

PROCLAIMER 2 

Look! The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a warrior, a bringer of victory! 

He will sing about you with joy.  He will refresh your hearts with his love. 

He will praise you loudly with songs as if it were a festival in your honor. 

Hear the words of your God: 

 
PROCLAIMER 1 

 I will keep you from disaster, so you suffer no longer. 

 I myself will deal with all your oppressors. 

 I will save the lame and gather the outcast, 

 I will transform their sadness into laughter  

 which will be heard throughout the earth! 

 On that day, I myself will bring you home,  

 will gather you and bless you. 

 I will make your name known, praised,  

 held in great esteem by all the peoples of the earth. 

 This is how it will be when I restore your fortunes before your very eyes. 

 

The Word of the Lord! 

 

Proclaimers—Please be seated for the singing of the Gospel Canticle 







Luke 3:7–18 
 

N: Looking into the crowd that had gathered around him at the Jordan, John saw scribes and 

 Pharisees. He called out to them: 
 

J: You snakes! You brood of vipers!  Who warned you to flee from what’s about to happen?  

 Did you really come here to show that your hearts are changed?  Do something! Bear 

 fruits that show your hearts have changed.  Don’t you dare say aloud: “We are the sons of 

 Abraham.”  Amen brothers, our God is able and can raise up “sons of Abraham” from the 

 very stones at your feet.  Beware. Right now, the ax is resting at the root of the trees. 

 If a particular tree doesn’t bear good fruit, it will be cut down and thrown into the fire! 
 

N The crowds called out to him: 

Women:  John, what should we do? 

J: You already know. Whoever has two coats must share with the man who has none. Who

 ever has food must do likewise. 

 

N Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him: 

Men:   Rabbi, what shall we do? 

J Collect only what is owed you. Nothing more. 
 

N  Soldiers asked him: 

Ministers:  And us? What should we do? 

J Stop exhorting money from people with threats or with lies. You’re paid for your service. 

 Be satisfied with your wages. 

 

N  The people were filled with expectation. They wondered among themselves whether 

 John was indeed the Messiah. John answered all of them by saying: 

 

J Listen! I baptize you with water.  But one more powerful than I is coming, and I am not 

 worthy to untie the thongs of his sandals.  He will baptize you with the Spirt of God and 

 with fire.  His winnowing fork is in his hand, ready to clear his threshing floor and to 

 gather the wheat into his granary.  But the chaff…the chaff he will burn  

 with unquenchable fire. 
 

 And so, with these and many other exhortations,  

 John proclaimed the good news to the  people. 



The Prayers of the People 
 
 
L Walking in the light of the coming Savior, let us pray for the church, the world,   
 and all who stand in need.     
  (We gather our prayers in silence.) 
  
  

L God of hope, remember the Body of Christ throughout the earth.  Strengthen our 
 hands when we are weak, open our eyes to the truths we already know,  
 and fill our hearts with new courage, as we spend our life together bringing your care to 
 the forgotten and your justice to the marginalized. 
 Send us your Spirit, O Lord:  
C and help us prepare your way.  
  

L God of justice, remember your people, who throughout all our history have struggled to 
 establish the rule of law among our tribes, villages, cities and  nations.  Give the 
 strength of your arm to all who serve your law of love, who protect the vulnerable and 
 speak out for the oppressed, until all times, all places and all leaders are formed by your 
 will.  Send us your Spirit, O Lord:  
C and help us prepare your way.  
  

L God of mercy, not far from this sanctuary the winter ahead will challenge many 
 individuals and families.  Give us joy in every single thing we do to bring light   
 to their darkness, food to their tables, heat to their houses, healing to their pain; 
 for each and every soul is precious in your sight.  
 Send us your Spirit, O Lord:  
C and help us prepare your way.  
  
L God of love, remember our friends who can’t be with us today…. 
 Remember all who suffer in body, mind or spirit… 
 Remember our sisters and brothers who serve and protect our nation...  
 And remember the needs of our hearts which we offer to you now: 
  (We offer our prayers aloud or in silence.) 
 Send us your Spirit, O Lord:  
C and help us prepare your way. 
  
 

Proclaimer—Please remain at the ambo as the Presider concludes our prayer 
 

P God of mercy, receive our prayers.  We raise them to you in faith,  
 and in the name of the One who was, who is, and who is to come. 
C Amen. 


