
Sunday, September 23, 2018 

Jeremiah 11:18-20      Prophet  
  

  

T he Lord God opened my mind, revealed things to me. 
 You warned me, O Lord, of the scheming of those around me. 

 
For my part, I was like a trusting lamb being led to the slaughterhouse, 
 not knowing the plans, the harm that was plotted against me, 
 the evil in the hearts of those who whispered among themselves: 
 

  Let’s destroy this tree before it becomes any stronger. 
  Let’s cut him off from the land of the living, 
  and, after that, we’ll make certain  
  that his name is quickly forgotten. 
 
But you, great God of the armies of heavens,  
 who rules all things with justice, 
 who probes the hearts and minds of all your creatures,… 
 

 You let me see the vengeance that you have planned for them, 
 for my cause and my life is committed to you. 
  
 
 

L The Word of the Lord! 
C Thanks be to God! 
 

 
Lector:  Please return to your seat for the singing of Psalm 54 







Mark 9:30–37 
 

Jesus and his friends kept moving through the region of Galilee, though 
the Rabbi worked to keep their travels secret.  He was teaching his 
friends day by day, delivering messages that they didn’t quite understand: 
 

C The Son of Man will be betrayed. 
 He will be given into the hands of men, and they will kill him. 
 And then, three days later, he will rise again. 
 

Though his words were difficult for them, not one of them had the 
courage to ask him what they meant. 
 

They entered the city of Capernaum. and after they had entered the house 
where they would be staying, he asked them  
 

 Brothers, what were you arguing about along the way? 
 

Looking down, they fell silent, for they had been bantering back and 
forth over which of them was the greatest.  The Rabbi sat down, gathered 
them close to himself and said: 
 

 Friends, if any among you truly wants to lead,  
 you would first have to follow, becoming a servant of the rest. 
 

Then he called a little child into their midst, embraced the child and said 
to them: 
 

 Listen.  If you welcome even one child such as this in my name  
 you welcome me, and, by welcoming me,   
 you welcome the one who sent me. 



L My sisters and brothers, as members of the table fellowship of  
 Jesus of Nazareth, let us offer our lives and our needs to the relentless,  
 endless love of God. 
  

  (We gather our prayers in silence.) 
   

L Father, we remember  the Body of Christ, we many throughout the earth  
 who long to be one.  As we gather around the Good News today,  
 awaken our humility. and guide us to that place where we will stand again 
 as one people, renewed and reformed.  We pray in faith:   
C Your will be done, O Lord. 
 
L Father, we remember all who have been entrusted with the mantle of leadership. 
 Challenge them to choose today whom they will serve, and give them the grace  
 to place the good of the many before the good of the few.  We pray in faith; 
C Your will be done, O Lord. 
 
L Father, we remember all who gather here at Trinity this weekend.  You know 
 our hopes, our fears, our struggles and our goodness.  As you welcome us like 
 your own children, help us to see with your eyes, to hear with your ears, and  
 to serve one another with the heart of Christ.  We pray in faith:   
C Your will be done, O Lord. 
  
L Father, we ask you to remember the people and places that we carry with us: 
 The friends who can’t be here with us today… 
 Our sisters and brothers who need your healing… 
 Those who serve and protect our nation... 
 All who are facing grief… 
 And the needs of our hearts that we offer to you now: 
  

  (We offer our prayers aloud or in silence.) 
  

 We pray in faith: 
C Your will be done, O Lord. 
  
 
P God, our fortress and our hope, receive the prayers we offer  
 through the power of  your Spirit, and in the name of your faithful Son, Jesus. 
C Amen. 
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