
Sunday, December 2, 2018 

First Sunday of Advent 

 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 33:14-16 

 

The time is coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise  

I made to Israel and to Judah.  

 

In those days and at that time I will cause a healthy branch  

to spring from David’s vine.  

 

He shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.  

 

Judah will be saved.  

 

Jerusalem will live in peace.  

 

And his name will be called “God is our righteousness.” 

 

The Word of The Lord 



Sunday, December 2, 2018 

First Sunday of Advent 

 

GOSPEL: Luke 21:25-36 

 

Voice 1 

There will be signs in the sun, the moon and the stars, and on earth distress among 

nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from 

fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the 

heavens will be shaken. Then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with 

power and great glory. Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and 

raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.  

 

Then he told them a parable. 

 

Voice 2 

“Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for 

yourselves and know that summer is already near. So also, when you see these 

things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this 

generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. Heaven and earth 

will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

 

“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and 

drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that that day does not catch you 

unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the 

whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape 

all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 



Sunday, December 9, 2018 

Second Sunday of Advent 

 

FIRST READING: Malachi 3:1-4 

 

Voice 1 

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me,  

and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. 

The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight –  

Indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. 

But who can endure the day of his coming,  

and who can stand when he approaches? 

 

Voice 2 

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap;  

he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, 

and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, 

until they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. 

Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days 

of old and as in former years. 

 

The Word of The Lord 



Sunday, December 9, 2018 

Second Sunday of Advent 

 

GOSPEL: Luke: 3:1-6 

 

Voice 1 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius,  

when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea,  

and Herod was ruler of Galilee,  

and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea (itch-yur-ree-ah) and 

Trachonitis, (track-on-ite-sis)  

and Lysanias (lie-sane-eous) ruler of Abilene,  

during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas,  

the word of God came to John, son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 

 

He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance 

for the forgiveness…as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah: 

 

Voice 2 

A voice will cry out in the wilderness: 

 

Prepare the way of the Lord, 

Make his paths straight. 

Every valley shall be filled, 

and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 

and the crooked shall be made straight, 

and the rough ways made smooth, 

and all flesh shall see the salvation of God. 



Sunday, December 16, 2018 

Third Sunday of Advent 

FIRST READING: Zephaniah 3:14-20 

 

Voice 1 

Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! 

Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem! 

The Lord has taken away the judgments against you,  

he has turned away your enemies. 

The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst;  

you shall fear disaster no more. 

On that day it shall be said in Jerusalem: 

Don’t be afraid! Don’t let your hands grow weak! 

 

Voice 2 

Look! The Lord, your God, is in your midst, 

A warrior, a bringer of victory! 

He will sing about you with joy. 

He will refresh your hearts with his love. 

He will praise you loudly with songs as if it were a festival in your honor. 

Hear the words of your God: 

 

Voice 1 

I will keep you from disaster, so you suffer no longer. 

I myself will deal with all your oppressors. 

I will save the lame and gather the outcast, 

I will transform their sadness into laughter which will be heard throughout the 

earth! 

On that day, I myself will bring you home, will gather you and bless you. 

I will make your name known, praised, held in great esteem by all the peoples of 

the earth. 

This is how it will be when I restore your fortunes before your very eyes. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 



Sunday, December 16, 2018 

Third Sunday of Advent 

GOSPEL: Luke 3:7-18 

 

Narrator (N): Looking into the crowd that had gathered around him at the Jordan, 

John saw scribes and Pharisees. He called out to them: 

 

John (J): You snakes! You brood of vipers!  

Who warned you to flee from what’s about to happen?  

Did you really come here to show that your hearts are changed? 

Do something! Bear fruits that show your hearts have changed. 

Don’t you dare say aloud: “We are the sons of Abraham.” 

Amen brothers, our God is able and can raise up “sons of Abraham” from the very 

stones at your feet. 

Beware. Right now, the ax is resting at the root of the trees. 

If a particular tree doesn’t bear good fruit, it will be cut down and thrown into the 

fire! 

 

N: The crowds called out to him: 

Women: John, what should we do? 

J: You already know. Whoever has two coats must share with the man who has 

none. Whoever has food must do likewise. 

 

N: Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him: 

Men: Rabbi, what shall we do? 

J: Collect only what is owed you. Nothing more. 

 

N: Soldiers asked him: 

Choir: And us? What should we do? 

J: Stop exhorting money from people with threats or with lies. You’re paid for 

your service. Be satisfied with your wages. 

 

N: The people were filled with expectation. They wondered among themselves 

whether John was indeed the Messiah. John answered all of them by saying: 

 



J: Listen! I baptize you with water.  

But one more powerful than I is coming, and I am not worthy to untie the thongs of 

his sandals.  

He will baptize you with the Spirt of God and with fire. 

His winnowing fork is in his hand, ready to clear his threshing floor and to gather 

the wheat into his granary. 

But the chaff…the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire. 

 

N: And so, with these and many other exhortations, John proclaimed the good 

news to the people. 



Sunday, December 20, 2018 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 

FIRST READING Micah 5:2-5a 

 

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah (eph-retha), 

who are one of the little clans of Judah, 

from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel,  

whose origin is from old, from ancient days. 

 

Therefore, he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has 

brought forth; 

Then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. 

 

And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, 

in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 

And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; 

and he shall be Shalom; he shall be peace. 

 

The Word of the Lord 



Sunday, December 20, 2018 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 

GOSPEL: Luke 1:39-45 (46-55) 

 

Voice 1: In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill 

country, where she entered the house of Zachariah and greeted Elizabeth. When 

Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was 

filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, 

 

Elizabeth: “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 

And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as 

soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 

And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was 

spoken to her by the Lord.” 

 

Mary: My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,  

for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 

From now on all generations will call me blessed; 

For the Almighty has done great things for me. 

Holy is his name! 

He has mercy on those who fear him in every generation. 

He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones and has lifted up the lowly: 

He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away empty. 

He has come to the help of his servant Israel,  

for he has remembered his promise of mercy… 

the promise made to our fathers, to Abraham, and to his children… 

forever and ever. 


