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STEPPING TOWARD JUSTICE – A LENTEN JOURNEY 

 

Week II 

Death Is Not an Option Anymore – Rev. Dr. William J. Barber II 

 

1. Pray A Litany for Those Not Ready for Healing. Encourage the group to pause, breathe, and to 

take note of where they see themselves in this series of confessions. Do not share vocally at 

this time. 

 

2. Read Amos 5:10-24 together (Barber reads from The Message, but any translation will do). 

What about this passage convicts you? What about it gives you life? 

 

3. Barber presents America’s history of genocide and death very starkly. Did you find anything 

in his account surprising? Why is it important for us as a church and as individuals to hear our 

history in this way? How do we begin to reckon with and repent from the collective sins of 

America’s past and present? 

 

4. Barber places the murder of George Floyd in the sweep of America’s history of death. How 

does this give shape and meaning to the nationwide protests of last summer? How did the 

events of last summer affect you personally? How do you view those events today? 

 

5. Through his reading of Amos, Barber says that the way of life for our nation is in the work of 

real truth-telling, real lamenting, and real reconstructing. What would it mean for us personally 

and as a church to commit to this work? How would this work unsettle us? How would it 

change us? 

 

6. Read Revelation 21:1-5 and 22:1-5. How does this vision of heaven coming to earth speak to 

your heart after hearing Barber’s sermon? Do you think people who are relatively privileged 

tend to hear these passages differently than people who are oppressed? If so, why? 

 

7. Barber closes with the poem Streams of Living Justice by William Whitla. What do you think 

Whitla was trying to convey? How does this poem resonate with you? 

https://english.duke.edu/news/poem-day-streams-living-justice

