
Virtual Meeting and Remote Participation Policy 

The polity and theology of the PC(USA) recognizes the importance of members 
of Session assembling together to make decisions about the work and ministry of the 
church. There is no substitute for the richness of conversation and debate that is 
possible when we gather in one place to listen and watch and open ourselves to the 
work of the Spirit. We best subject ourselves to each other and to God’s discerning 
power when we are together. 

There are circumstances, though, when being physically present with one 
another is impossible or impractical. In those times when Session cannot meet face-to-
face to forward the business of Westwood Presbyterian Church, the following 
procedures will be followed: 

1. All members of Session must be notified of the non-traditional meeting (including
a virtual meeting held through email), with the purpose of the meeting clearly
identified. If two or more members of Session object to the non-traditional
meeting (by responding with the objection using “Reply All”), the matter must be
postponed until a regular or special meeting of the Session is held in person.

2. Prior to a vote being taken, opportunity for discussion (using “Reply All”) must be
allowed. Generally, a 48-hour period for discussion and/or objections will be
allowed before members vote. If the matter requires a shorter period, the
subject line must contain the word “URGENT” and must allow at least 12 hours
for discussion and/or objections. The results of the vote must be recorded by the
Clerk and ratified by the Session at its next regular meeting.

3. A member of Session who cannot physically attend a meeting of the Session can
participate remotely by notifying the Moderator in advance to arrange the remote
capability (e.g., telephone conference call) so long as the Session member can
hear others and join in the discussions and votes. The Session member will notify
the meeting when they begin participating, when they are away from the
meeting, and what votes are cast. If the method of participation allows the
Moderator to recognize the remote participant, that member will be considered
present at the meeting (e.g., for purposes of a quorum). The remote participant
shall ensure that there is sufficient confidentiality in their physical location.


