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Recognizing that we give leadership to our church and that the quality of our life together as a 

Session sets the tone for the quality of our life together as a church, we covenant together to: 

 

1. Pray regularly for our church, its members, its staff, and the work of the Session.  

2. Seek to care for and encourage one another during Session meetings and at all other times. 

3. Seek God’s guidance in all that we do, and discern the directions God would have us go. 

4. Accept our foremost responsibility as members of the executive decision-making body of 

our church to ensure that the decisions and actions of the church are consistent with the 

Mission Statement and Essential Practices that Session has adopted as its guiding vision. 

5. Seek to remain open-minded and flexible, listening carefully and respectfully to one 

another’s thoughts and visions. 

6. Seek to speak honestly and fully with love from our hearts, even when it is difficult to do 

so. 

7. Seek to honor our differences and value conflict as a way of hearing God’s voice. 

8. Commit to confidentiality for discussions at Session meetings so that matters can be 

thoroughly and freely discussed. Commit to confidentiality for decisions of a sensitive 

nature, including those made in Executive Session or otherwise identified as sensitive and 

confidential. 

9. Commit to respect and honor the decisions made by Session, and to accept that these 

decisions are made with discerning hearts and prayer. 

10. Out of respect for our fellow Session members and the responsibility given to each of us 

by the congregation, strive to: 

a. Get Session, Board, and committee minutes to the church administrator no later than 

the Thursday prior to the meeting; 

b. Be prepared for Session meetings by reading the Session packet thoughtfully before 

each meeting; 

c. Make Session meetings a personal priority, being faithful in attendance and 

participation, and arriving promptly so meetings can begin on time and end early or 

on time; and 

d. Use Session meeting time well by being prepared to present motions brought by our 

Board or committee, and by being prepared to discuss motions brought by others. 

11. Seek to serve as ambassadors of the church at all times, listening thoughtfully to 

members and reaching out to welcome all who wish to participate or share in our ministry. 

12. Recognizing that our leadership role is temporary, seek to prepare the way for those who 

will follow us. 

 

 

 

 


