Hello and welcome to family Sunday School at home!
This is the first of a series of Sunday lessons designed to be shared
as a family while WPC worship services are on hiatus. Though we
are not together in the same space for worship, I believe these
“Lessons for Home” may help us experience what it means to be
part of the family of God in a new way.
We have the opportunity to be part of something deeply spiritual
when we know that other families are reading, meditating on, and
discussing the same passage of scripture.
I hope God blesses you richly during this time. ~Janelle

Whether using Google or perusing Pinterest one of the common methods for Bible study that
pops up is SOAP.1 One of the reasons acronyms like this become popular is because they are
catchy and easy to remember. SOAP stands for:


Scripture - reading a passage of Scripture
Observation – noticing the details of the passage
Application – considering what this passage has to do with me
Prayer – praying for guidance and thanking God for helping our family





Scripture:




The scripture passage can be read by the children or to them.
Read it more than once, pausing to answer questions about what is being talked about.
Bible language isn’t always easy to understand, even when using a simpler translation.
Have each person share what word, phrase, or idea stand out to them. If you print the
text, they can highlight them. It’s also alright to pass.

Observation:





Talk with each other about what you notice in the passage. Who is there? Who is
‘talking’ or is the ‘audience’? What’s happening?
Part of observing is thoughtful interpretation.
- That means it is important to think about what type of Scriptural literature it is –
letter, poem, narrative, etc.
- It’s also important to think about the context of the Scripture, both historical and
cultural.
After discussing together invite each person to draw or write about their thoughts for the
passage.

Application:



Talk with each other about what the scripture passage has to do with us today.
Have each person say, draw, or write about why this passage is important.

Prayer:



Ask if someone wants to pray.
Pray to use the main lesson of the passage in daily life.

 A template for your use is attached, though a blank piece of paper will work just as well
for drawing ideas.
1

I found this resource from the Ministry to Children site I frequent [https://ministry-to-children.com/]. It
referenced Rebecca Vendetti’s blog [https://outuponthewaters.com/] which had adaptation ideas for children.

Matthew 5

14

“You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden.

15

Also, people do not light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead, they put it on its stand. Then
it gives light to everyone in the house.
16

In the same way, let your light shine so others can see it. Then they will see the good things
you do. And they will bring glory to your God who is in heaven.

For a bit of context …
 Talk about how you could hide a city on top of a hill. What makes it hard to do?
 Talk about what it means to “light a lamp.” How do we get light in our homes? [a switch]
 So, back when this was written, there was no electricity. Talk about what else would be different.

For some added FUN …
1) Learn a couple of verses from a traditional Sunday School song (with some great updated lyrics) AND learn
the sign language to go with them.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tRIx3YdqgaE [Hold ‘control’ and ‘click’ to get to the you tube video link]

2) Begin learning the songs that we will sing on Palm Sunday (see below).
a. The processional while holding palm branches is “Alleluia!” We will do the first two lines slowly.
Then Namhee will do the music faster and as we skip in, the children will sing a phrase (with a few adults) and
the choir will echo.
b. The anthem that the children will sing is “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna!” We did this as an anthem with
the choir last year. This year we will just do 2 verses on our own. OR, if you have a child that would like to do
a solo line, please let me know.
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