
                      STUDY OF ROMANS THE JEWS AND THE LAW  2: 17 – 3: 8 

 

1. What are some false assumptions that people make about gaining God’s 

favor? 

 

 

2. Read Romans 2: 17-29. The argument of verses 17-24 is the same in 

principle as that of verses 1-3 and is just as applicable to us as to first-

century critical moralizers and self-confidant Jews. If we judge others, 

we should be able to judge ourselves (vv. 1-3). If we teach others, we 

should be able to teach ourselves (vv. 21-24). If we set ourselves up as 

either teachers or judges of others, we can have no excuse if we do not 

teach or judge ourselves. We cannot possibly plead ignorance. On the 

contrary, we invite God’s condemnation of our hypocrisy. 

 

 

3. The people described in verses 17-29 assumed that they had a good 

relationship with God. What kind of things did they depend on to give 

them that relationship? 

 

 

4. What is Paul trying to show his readers with the list of questions in 

verses 21-23? 

 

 

5. In verse 24 Paul says, “God’s name is blasphemed among the Gentiles 

because of you.” Why? 

 

 

6. What is the relationship between circumcision and keeping the law (vv. 

25-29)? 



7. What does it mean to have a circumcised heart (v29)? 

 

 

8. How have you sensed the Spirit at work in your heart?  

 

 

9. Read Romans 3: 1 – 8. In what ways had the Jews “been entrusted with 

the very words of God”? 

 

 

10. Notice the list of questions woven throughout verses 1-8. What 

objections to faith do these questions raise? 

 

 

11. How would you respond to a person who said, “I’m glad I fell so deeply 

into what’s wrong. It shows how good God is and how much He will 

forgive” (vv. 5-8)? 

 

 

12.  What did Paul mean? “Their condemnation is deserved.”  


