
The Reverend Brian Murphy, along with his wife Tamara, has  accepted the call to be 
the next Rector of Church of the Apostles! Please find a letter from him to us below. 
Praise the Lord for His provision - there are great things ahead! 

March 3, 2016 

Dear Friends, 

It is my honor and joy to have been called as the next Rector of Church 
of the Apostles. Tamara and I are thrilled to be joining you in the work 
that God is already doing. We look forward to all that he has in store for 
our future together, and we pray as Jesus taught us, “Thy Kingdom 
come thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” 

I would also like to commend the Search Team and the Parish Council. 
Both groups worked in unity, and the search process was thoughtful and 
thorough. Our interactions with these people and worshipping with you 
all on Sunday morning confirmed that Church of the Apostles is a 
humble, honest, and hospitable place where the Holy Spirit is active and 
God’s Kingdom work is being done through his people.  

A bit about us… 

Tamara and I have been married for 25 years. We have four children. Andrew works for 
a start-up company in Austin and is a stand-up comedian. Alex and his wife Rebekah 
live in Houston where Alex is finishing his degree at Rice University while Rebekah 
interns for the Texas Innocence Project. Kendra is a sophomore at the University of 
North Texas and will spend the summer on mission in Kenya. And Natalie will graduate 
high school this June and plans to attend Temple University in Philadelphia where she 
will study early childhood education.  

Tamara is a freelance writer for the online Christian magazine, Think Christian. She 
writes an active blog called This Sacramental Life where she regularly chronicles the 
events of our family, curates devotional prayerbooks for many of the Church seasons, 
and shares insights about art and life. Tamara is truly a co-laborer in ministry. She is a 
skilled teacher, excels in listening prayer, and possesses a gift of discernment. 
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We lived in the Greater Binghamton Area in central New York State for forty years. I 
began my career teaching history in a small, public junior high school. Then I was the 
Vice President for Enrollment Management at Davis College. During this time Tamara 
and I volunteered as worship leaders at Union Center Christian Church, a non-
denominational church of over 1000 adults. 

After attending and serving at Union Center the church called me as the Executive 
Administrator. In this capacity I served as the second-chair leader. Working with the 
Senior Pastor, I preached regularly, taught spiritual formation and equipping classes, 
and coordinated local and global mission and relief efforts.  

Tamara served as the Worship and Arts Pastor for three years. She directed Sunday 
worship services, curated several area-wide art shows, led a team of over forty 
volunteer artists and musicians, coordinated special services, such as Good Friday 
interactive stations of the Cross, and organized and taught artist retreats and small 
groups.  

It was while serving at Union Center Christian Church that God called us into the 
Anglican Church. Our hearts were captured by the beautiful liturgy and the powerful 
demonstration of the three streams of Anglican worship - Scripture, Sacrament, and 
Spirit. It was the beauty, truth, and tradition of the Anglican Church that led us to apply 
and be called as the Executive Pastor of Christ Church in Austin, Texas, a parish of 
about 400 men, women, and children.  

At Christ Church I lead children’s ministry, youth ministry, a healing prayer ministry 
called Living Waters, and Stephen Ministry. I manage the operations of the church and 
speak into the overall vision and strategy of the church. I also preach from time to time, 
lead the Daily Office, and serve during each Sunday morning service.  

Tamara and I had a strong sense of being home when we visited Church of the 
Apostles. We cannot wait to get to know each of you better. We will relocate to 
Connecticut in July and look forward to worshipping God and serving the people of 
the parish, Fairfield County, and the world together.  

Until we are with you in person we echo Paul’s writing, “We give thanks to God always 
for all of you, constantly mentioning you in our prayers, remembering before our God 
and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” 

Peace and Hope, 

Brian 


