


“Jonny Gibson’s new liturgical guide to personal or family worship is 
a gem! Evangelicals need enrichment of the ‘daily quiet time,’ which 
has traditionally been little more than Bible study and intercessory 
prayer. While many have turned to a variety of traditions that are less 
than gospel- or word-centered, in Be Thou My Vision Jonny connects 
us to the Reformation’s historic forms of prayer and confession, 
catechesis, and the lectio continua reading of Scripture. It’s a feast, and 
while providing only thirty-one days of different prayers, I believe 
the book can be profitably used all year, and year after year. Get it 
and use it!”

Tim Keller, Redeemer Presbyterian Church, New York City

“Jonny has gifted us with a project not only of theological and his-
torical retrieval but also, more deeply, retrieval of our own hearts, 
often wayward and wandering, distracted and distressed. This simple 
but rich liturgy takes our hearts and leads them back to the Lord 
with pastoral care and theological integrity. A deeply edifying and 
useful guide.”

Dane Ortlund, Senior Pastor, Naperville Presbyterian Church; 
author, Gentle and Lowly and Deeper

“We believers sometimes stumble our way through the steps of spiri-
tual devotion, especially in private or family worship. This liturgy 
for daily worship lets us hold the well-tested handrails of faithful 
worshipers, carved out deeply and well to help us on. Creeds, prayers, 
catechisms, hymns, and, most of all, God’s breathed-out word lead us 
profitably and beautifully to worship the triune God in spirit and in 
truth. I look forward to using and sharing this book.”

Kathleen B. Nielsen, author; speaker



“To use the rich traditions of biblical worship such as prayers, confes-
sions of faith, catechisms, Scripture readings, praise, and more conveys a 
remarkable freshness in the context of personal worship. Gibson guides 
you through each of these elements in a thirty-one-day cycle, and pro-
vides a familiar one-year Bible-reading plan. With some adjustments 
it can also serve as a family worship resource. All in all, Be Thou My Vision 
is perhaps the best, and certainly the most thorough and meaty, daily 
devotional guide I’ve ever read.”

Donald S. Whitney, Professor of Biblical Spirituality and 
Associate Dean, The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary; 
author, Family Worship; Praying the Bible; and Spiritual Disciplines for the 
Christian Life

“What if you took thirty-one days and enveloped your Bible reading in a 
cocoon of riches? Make no mistake—this book is not a replacement for 
the living and active word of God. But how might it deepen and enliven 
your morning meditation to lead into it and out of it by drawing on 
centuries of wisdom? Both the sequence and the carefully crafted prayers 
and creeds will freshly inform your mind and stir your heart. This is not 
a book of shortcuts for those looking to abbreviate their time in God’s 
word. These daily liturgies invite us to give more for a season and hold 
out the promise of great reward. How might God renovate your soul 
in these thirty-one days?”

David Mathis, Senior Teacher and Executive Editor, 
desiringGod.org; Pastor, Cities Church, Saint Paul, Minnesota; 
author, Habits of Grace

“Jonny Gibson is helping a new generation of Christian believers and 
pastors find language and structure that will enrich their daily devo-
tional life and weekly worship services. I personally find Be Thou My Vision 
both helpful and inspiring, and warmly commend it to all.”

Keith Getty, hymn writer



“When it comes to daily personal worship, Christians are finding it harder 
to stay disciplined in today’s swipe-scroll-click-search-tap culture. Many 
have lost the art of staying focused. In the meantime, our souls cry out for 
authentic worship that lasts more than two minutes. It’s why the book you 
hold in your hands is so necessary. I love this book! Having been raised in the 
Reformed Episcopal church, I enjoy the rhythms of liturgical adoration of 
God in all its depth, discipline, and exaltation of the word. Be Thou My Vision 
will educate you in personal worship that is truly worthy of our great God. 
I highly recommend this important guide for your personal devotions.”

Joni Eareckson Tada, Founder, Joni and Friends International 
Disability Center

“What a go-to source this volume will be for both individual devotion 
and family worship, with its carefully arranged daily liturgy featuring 
select Scripture readings, prayers culled from church history, luminous 
sections of the creeds and confessions, plus the ringing lyrics of sacred 
hymnody. Those who take the time for an appropriation of the measured 
riches and disciplines of this book will experience an intensification of 
worship that will fill their existence. We believe that Be Thou My Vision 
will grace today’s church and generations to come!”

Kent and Barbara Hughes, Senior Pastor Emeritus, College 
Church, Wheaton; authors, Disciplines of a Godly Man and Disciplines 
of a Godly Woman

“A daily ‘time with the Lord’ has become a rarity in the lives of many 
Christians. This not only robs us of the good things that God has pro-
vided for the strengthening, encouragement, and equipping of his peo-
ple, but it also dishonors the Lord who loved us and gave himself for us. 
Gibson has mined the devotional treasures of twenty centuries of Chris-
tian prayer to produce a structured and easy-to-use guide to thirty-one 
days of worship involving confession and praise, Scripture readings and 
creeds, catechism, and intercession. Be Thou My Vision will certainly give 
breadth and depth to your daily time with the Lord. I warmly welcome it.”

Kanishka Raffel, Archbishop of Sydney, Australia
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You move us to delight in praising you;
for you have made us for yourself,

and our hearts are restless until they rest in you.

Augustine





For
David and Jenny

Tim and Katie

o

For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us
an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison,

as we look not to the things that are seen
but to the things that are unseen.

For the things that are seen are transient,
but the things that are unseen are eternal.

2 Co rin thi Ans 4:17–18





In Memoriam
Samuel David Dodson Chapman

(1990–2020)

o

They stand, those halls of Zion,
all jubilant with song,
and bright with many an angel,
and all the martyr throng.
The Prince is ever in them,
the daylight is serene;
the pastures of the blessed
are decked in glorious sheen.

There is the throne of David;
and there, from care released,
the song of them that triumph,
the shout of them that feast;
and they who with their Leader
have conquered in the fight,
forever and forever
are clad in robes of white.

“JerusAlem the golden,” BernArd of Cluny 

(stAnzAs 2 And 3)
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Preface

in 2020, during the Covid-19 lockdowns, I reflected 
on my devotional life as I became increasingly dissatisfied 
with its content and structure. My basic format of reading 
and petitioning, with a few praise points thrown in, began 
to feel more like a bland time with God than a blessed time 
with God. Around the same time, my friend Mark Earngey 
informed me of a short liturgical guide that he had put to-
gether for the Sydney diocese to aid families and churches 
during the lockdown. It inspired me to think about how I 
might structure my own personal or family devotions more 
like a mini church service, with elements of a call to wor-
ship, adoration, confession, assurance, creed and catechism, 
Gloria Patri, prayer of illumination, Bible reading, intercessory 
prayer, and the Lord’s Prayer. As an experiment, I decided to 
include these liturgical elements in my devotional times. As 
a result, I experienced something of a renewal in my devo-
tional life. I found my prayers helped by saints in the past, 
my knowledge of the Scriptures expanded with a set reading 
plan, my understanding of the Christian faith deepened 
through regular instruction from the historic creeds and 
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the church’s catechisms. My devotional times became more 
praiseworthy rather than mainly petitionary. Overall, I found 
myself less distracted, more concentrated; less bored, more 
engaged. The flow of the liturgy was meaningful; the varied 
content of each element, enriching. My devotional life began 
to feel more like a delight than a duty. I then “trialed” it with 
my wife, Jackie, and on occasions with the whole family, 
before exploring the possibility of publishing the material 
for the benefit of others. Be Thou My Vision is the fruit of that 
initial experiment and subsequent exploration. My prayer 
is that this liturgy of daily worship might provide the same 
experience in your personal or family devotions as it did for 
me and my family.

Jonathan Gibson, Glenside
Michaelmas 2020

Soli Deo Gloria
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Church in North America and is used here with permission. 
The Westminster Shorter Catechism (1647) in appendix 3 has 
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Jackie, my wife, joined me in “trialing” the liturgy and pro-
vided helpful feedback. My children Benjamin, Zachary, and 
Hannah each participated in the trial in different ways (from 
reading prayers to raising hands in the Gloria Patri). We will 
always associate this liturgy of daily worship with our holiday 
at Litchfield Beach, South Carolina, where we praised God 
“from whom all blessings flow” while we watched dolphins 
swim gracefully in the calm morning water. Our daughter 
Leila is never far from our minds during our family wor-
ship or on our holidays—always an empty space at the table, 
always one less ice cream to buy. But we know that she is 
happy elsewhere, praising God with the great company of 
heaven (Heb. 12:22–24). In his poem “Resignation,” Henry 
Wadsworth Longfellow captures, beautifully and poignantly, 
our experience and hope:

Day after day we think what she is doing
In those bright realms of air;
Year after year, her tender steps pursuing,
Behold her grown more fair.
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Thus do we walk with her, and keep unbroken
The bond which nature gives,
Thinking that our remembrance, though unspoken,
May reach her where she lives.

Not as a child shall we again behold her;
For when with raptures wild
In our embraces we again enfold her,
She will not be a child;

But a fair maiden, in her Father’s mansion,
Clothed with celestial grace;
And beautiful with all the soul’s expansion
Shall we behold her face. (stanzas 8–11)

This book is dedicated to my Australian in-laws—David and 
Jenny (parents-in-law) and Tim and Katie (siblings-in-law)—all 
devoted Christians, committed to reading their Bibles and 
praying regularly. Although they greatly miss their daughter 
and sister (and now grandchildren, and nephews and nieces), 
they have graciously supported our calling, for which we are 
grateful. I pray that this book enriches their devotional lives 
while together we wait for the eternal weight of glory, when 
the things that are unseen will finally be seen (2 Cor. 4:17).

This book is also written in memoriam of a dear friend, Sam-
uel David Dodson Chapman (1990–2020). Sam or Sammy, 
as he was affectionately known, was diagnosed with a rare 
form of leukemia in his late teenage years. He survived the 
life-threatening disease on several occasions but suffered ter-
ribly from the symptoms of a debilitating graft-versus-host 
disease that robbed him of life’s most basic comforts and 
joys. Yet by the grace of God, he remained a man of faith to 
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the end (2 Tim. 4:7–8). The times I spent with Sam during his 
illness were some of my most spiritually uplifting, when the 
transient things of this world faded and the eternal things of 
the world to come appeared more solid and real than ever. 
During his more-than-a-decade-long illness, Sam lived for 
two days—“today” and “that day.” On February 3, 2020, “that 
day” came, as he heard the voice of Jesus calling him home 
to another shore and a greater light. Sam is now at peace, 
without pain, and praising his Savior all the day long. I pray 
that this book might help us all to live each day like Sam 
did—to live today for that day, when our worship by faith 
on earth will give way to our worship by sight in heaven.

Jerusalem the golden,
with milk and honey blest,
beneath your contemplation
sink heart and voice oppressed.
I know not, O I know not,
what joys await us there;
what radiance of glory,
what bliss beyond compare.

O sweet and blessed country,
the home of God’s elect!
O sweet and blessed country,
that eager hearts expect!
Jesus, in mercy bring us
to that dear land of rest;
who are, with God the Father
and Spirit, ever blest.

“Jerusalem the Golden,” Bernard of Cluny
(stanzas 1 and 4)
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1

Scriptural Foundation 
for Daily Worship

it mAy Come As A surprise, but there is no explicit com-
mand in Scripture to have a time of worship each day, ei-
ther as an individual or as a family. And yet it is a habit that 
every Christian believer or Christian family is encouraged 
to practice. The name of the habit may vary depending on 
one’s Christian tradition or background—“devotion,” “quiet 
time,” or “personal or family worship”—but the basic ele-
ments of Bible reading and prayer are usually present. As one 
can see from the subtitle of this book, I have opted for the 
general term “daily worship”; it covers a time of personal or 
family devotion while maintaining the vertical dimension 
of worship. But from where do we get this idea of a time of 
daily worship, which consists mainly in Bible reading and 
prayer? The answer is that the practice is implied in a number 
of Scriptures.
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In Genesis, God says that he chose Abraham so that he might 
command his children and his household to keep the way of 
the Lord (Gen. 18:19). This would involve Abraham having a 
time in the day or week to teach his family and servants what 
God had commanded him. In Deuteronomy, God commands 
Israel to love him with heart and soul and mind and strength, a 
love that is to be expressed by parents taking every opportunity 
during the day to teach their children the words of God (Deut. 
6:5–6). In Joshua, after Moses dies, God exhorts Joshua to be 
“strong and very courageous” by being careful to obey the 
law of Moses (Josh. 1:7). The command implies that Joshua 
would need to familiarize himself with the books of Moses 
throughout his life, a discipline that would require regular, 
systematic reading of the sacred text. At the end of his life, 
Joshua declares to Israel that his commitment to God is not 
just personal but familial: “But as for me and my house, we will 
serve the Lord” (Josh. 24:15). For his family to serve the Lord, 
Joshua would first have to know the law of Moses for himself 
before instructing his family in it. The practice is reflected in 
the Psalms where Israel is encouraged to tell the glorious deeds 
of the Lord to the next generation (Ps. 78:4). The prophetic 
books contain a similar idea of personally hearing from God in 
his word before passing on the reve la tion to others. In Isaiah, 
the servant of the Lord is said to be awakened “morning by 
morning” to listen to God’s instruction (Isa. 50:4) before he 
undertakes the work to which God has called him. In Amos, 
God says that he does no great work in history without first 
revealing his secret to his servants the prophets (Amos 3:7). 
In Ezekiel, the prophet is told to eat the words of God from 
the scroll as a symbolic gesture of first digesting the word of 
God for himself before proclaiming it to Israel (Ezek. 3:1–2).
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In each of these examples—with Abraham, Israel, Joshua, 
Isaiah, Amos, and Ezekiel—it is reasonable to think that the 
personal reading of Scripture or the familial instruction from 
Scripture would have also involved times of prayer. This is 
supported by the fact that the canon of Christian Scripture 
contains its own prayer book. The book of Psalms includes 
individual and corporate prayers (e.g., Pss. 3; 96) mixed with 
encouragement to meditate on God’s word and his promises 
(e.g., Pss. 1; 119).

The New Testament reflects similar sentiments on reading 
the Scriptures and praying, either as an individual, a family, 
or a church. Jesus frequently asks the Pharisees, “Have you 
not read?” as he rebukes them for not knowing their Bibles 
(Matt. 12:3, 5; 19:4; 22:31; Mark 12:10, 26), which means that 
he believed that they ought to have been reading the Old 
Testament for themselves. Jesus also teaches on corporate 
and individual prayer. On the one hand, the Lord’s Prayer 
is intended to be a public prayer said by the church, seen 
in the plural forms that run throughout it: “Our Father in 
heaven. . . . Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil” (Matt. 6:9–13). On 
the other hand, individual prayer is something Jesus envis-
ages being performed alone, in private: “When you pray, go 
into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father 
who is in secret” (Matt. 6:6). So, according to Jesus, there is a 
time to pray together as a church and a time to pray on our 
own. We see a similar focus on reading the Scriptures and 
praying in the writings and lives of the apostles. Peter encour-
ages Christians to crave the spiritual milk of God’s word like 
newborn infants (1 Pet. 1:24–2:2), while also exhorting them to 
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be alert and sober-minded so that they might pray (1 Pet. 4:7). 
In his epistles, Paul commands the public and private reading 
of Scripture (1 Tim. 4:15; 2 Tim. 3:15), alongside prayer (1 Tim. 
2:8). He reveals the content of his own personal prayers for the 
churches (Eph. 1:17–19; 3:16–19; Phil. 1:9–11; Col. 1:9–12), while 
also encouraging believers toward a similar commitment to 
daily prayer: “Be constant in prayer” (Rom. 12:12) and “Pray 
without ceasing” (1 Thess. 5:17). Finally, family instruction 
from the Scriptures, along with prayer, is implied in Paul’s 
exhortation to fathers to raise their children in the fear and 
admonition of the Lord (Eph. 6:4).

So it is clear from this brief overview that while there is 
no explicit command to have a time of daily worship as an 
individual or a family, consisting in reading the Scriptures 
and praying to God, the habit is certainly assumed or im-
plied in a number of places. If this is so, then some ques-
tions arise: How should we structure our own daily worship? 
What should we do and how should we do it? At a basic 
level, it obviously involves hearing from God in Scripture 
and responding to him in prayer. However, can we be more 
intentional and creative than that? I think we can be. For 
example, we know that Jesus would rise early in the morn-
ing to spend time with his Father. Was this worship time 
structured or random? I think that we have good reason to 
believe that it was structured. For one, Jesus knew the Old 
Testament Scriptures comprehensively and precisely, and he 
could only have attained such knowledge if he was reading 
God’s word regularly and sequentially. At the very least, he 
would have heard the consecutive reading of Scripture at 
the synagogue. Second, when Jesus taught his disciples how 
to pray, he provided a basic structure in the Lord’s Prayer 
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of adoration, petition, confession, and further petition. So 
it is reasonable to assume that when Jesus spent time with 
his Father each day in worship, he had a system for reading 
and meditating on the Old Testament as well as a structure 
for praying. Following our Lord’s example can only serve to 
improve our own daily worship in terms of Bible reading 
and prayer.

In regard to Bible reading, the last few decades have seen a 
more systematic read-through-the-Bible approach. This is a 
welcome advance from the more random verse-a-day reading 
plan. Systematic reading plans help us to grasp “the whole 
counsel of God” (Acts 20:27), and in the order in which God 
has revealed it. The sequential reading of Scripture deepens 
our knowledge of God’s word and aids its memorization. In 
regard to prayer, however, I am not sure we have seen much 
advance beyond saying a short prayer before reading our 
Bibles, followed by a list of petitions in which we ask God to 
bless this or that person and this or that endeavor. Let’s be 
honest: prayer is the hardest part of our devotions and often 
leaves us feeling distracted and directionless. However, the 
good news is that help is available to us from those in the 
past who have exemplified an intentional structure within 
their prayers as well as a varied use of different prayers, such 
as adoration, confession, illumination, and intercession. In 
addition to systematic Bible reading and structured-but-
varied prayer, our worship of God each day may be enriched 
by affirming our Christian faith with a creed or receiving 
doctrinal instruction from a catechism.

Ordering all these elements in a fixed liturgy provides a 
healthy and enjoyable rhythm to our worship. This is pre-
cisely what this new liturgy of daily worship seeks to do. Of 
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course, the aim is not to replace corporate worship on the 
Lord’s Day; rather, it is to help prepare us for corporate wor-
ship on the Lord’s Day by improving our personal or family 
worship each day. Indeed, it is my prayer that the rhythms of 
fixed liturgy contained in this book, practiced over a month 
or a whole year, will instill in us habits of worship that will 
last a lifetime.



31

2

Structural Format of 
Daily Worship

this dAily worship devotionAl consists of thirty-one days of 
set liturgy that can be repeated each month. The order of the 
elements in the liturgy is fixed and repeated each day, while 
the content of the elements changes each day, except for the 
Lord’s Prayer. The order and content of the elements is as fol-
lows, accompanied by a rubric to make the liturgy interactive.

Call to Worship
Hear God call you to worship through his word:
Thirty-one Scripture readings (alternating Old Testament 
and New Testament daily; repeated monthly)

Adoration
Pray or sing this praise to God:
Thirty-one prayers from church history (repeated monthly, 
including the doxology repeated weekly)
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Reading of the Law
Hear God’s law as his will for your life:
Seven Scripture readings (repeated weekly)

Confession of Sin
Confess your sins to God:
Thirty-one prayers from church history (repeated monthly)

Assurance of Pardon
Receive these words of comfort from God:
Thirty-one Scripture readings (alternating Old Testament 
and New Testament daily; repeated monthly)

Creed
Confess what you believe about the Christian faith:
Apostles’ Creed | Nicene Creed | Athanasian Creed (3 parts)
(repeated weekly in a chiasm: Apostles’ | Nicene | Athanasian 
1, 2, 3 | Nicene | Apostles’; on Day 31 the Athanasian Creed is 
presented in its entirety)

Praise
Say or sing this praise to God:
Gloria Patri (two versions, alternating weekly)

Catechism
Receive this instruction from one of the church’s catechisms: see appendix 2
Heidelberg Catechism and Westminster Shorter Catechism
(one question daily)
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Prayer for Illumination
As you read his word, ask God to enlighten your mind and heart:
Seven prayers from church history (repeated weekly)

Scripture Reading
Read a portion of God’s word: see appendix 3
M’Cheyne Bible Reading Plan (one chapter daily)

Prayer of Intercession
As you make your requests to God, pray this prayer:
Thirty-one prayers from church history (repeated monthly)

Further Petition
• Personal
• Church
• World

Lord’s Prayer
In closing, pray the words that Jesus taught us to pray:
Traditional or modern version (repeated daily)

The Collects in appendix 4 serve to supplement intercessory 
prayers throughout the year in accordance with the church 
calendar, for those so inclined.

o

The fixed order of the elements is to aid concentration, 
while the variety of content in the elements is to avoid bore-
dom. The repetition of Scripture readings, prayers, creeds, 
praises (repeated every seven or thirty-one days) encourages 
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familiarity and memorization. If one follows this liturgy 
of worship each day of the month and repeats it monthly 
throughout the year, then one will become well acquainted 
with the creeds of the Christian church and also historic 
prayers throughout church history—some of which were 
written for corporate worship on the Lord’s Day, others of 
which were written for personal or family worship on any 
day. After the set intercessory prayer, there is a time for fur-
ther petitions covering personal, church, or world matters, 
as the individual or family desires. The Lord’s Prayer closes 
the worship time and may be said in whatever version with 
which one is most familiar. (The modern version is provided 
in the liturgy.)

If one is using the liturgy for personal worship, then the 
rubric may be read silently, as if one is being led in worship. 
If one is using the liturgy for family worship, then the per-
son leading may read the rubric aloud, while other family 
members might wish to read some of the prayers or Bible 
passages to ensure a collective participation. In either case, 
it is best practice to read the content of the elements aloud. 
This adds a level of formality that will help concentration 
and deepen a sense of worship. The musical tunes for the 
doxology and the Gloria Patri (two versions) are indicated in 
appendix 1. The three ribbons serve to help the worshiper(s): 
(1) to mark the day; (2) to mark the catechism question; and 
(3) to mark the Bible reading plan. If one proceeds through 
the Heidelberg Catechism (129 questions) at the pace of 
one question a day, followed by the Westminster Shorter 
Catechism (107 questions), followed by the Heidelberg Cat-
echism (129 questions) again—this will complete 365 days 
exactly. In practice, the daily worship time (allowing for one 
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chapter of the Bible to be read from the M’Cheyne Reading 
Plan) will take about 15 to 20 minutes. On days when cir-
cumstances may restrict one’s time more than other days, 
the liturgy allows for flexibility by dropping one or two 
of the elements, such as the creed and/or the Gloria Patri. If 
days are missed entirely, then the undated days allow one 
to pick up where one left off or to continue on any given 
day of the month.

The Westminster Shorter Catechism asks the question, 
“What is the chief end of man?” It provides the answer: 
“Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him forever.” 
This liturgy of daily worship aims to help us toward the goal 
of glorifying God and enjoying him in a time of personal 
or family worship each day. So, as we rise each morning to 
experience God’s mercies anew, let us hear him call us to his 
worship through his word:

Worship the Lord in the splendor of holiness;
tremble before him, all the earth!

Psalm 96:9





PA R T  2

D A I LY  W O R S H I P 
I N  P R A C T I C E
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D A Y  1

Call to Worship
Hear God call you to worship through his word:

Praise the Lord!
For it is good to sing praises to our God;

for it is pleasant,
and a song of praise is fitting.

Psalm 147:1

Adoration
Say or sing this praise to God:

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him all creatures here below;
Praise him above you heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. Doxology

Reading of the Law
Hear God’s law as his will for your life:

The words of our Lord Jesus Christ:

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first 
commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend 
all the Law and the Prophets. Matthew 22:37–40
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Confession of Sin
Confess your sins to God:

Almighty God,
unto whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden—

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
so that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Book of Common Prayer (1552)

Assurance of Pardon
Receive these words of comfort from God:

Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am 
gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 
For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. Matthew 11:28–30

Apostles’ Creed
Confess what you believe about the Christian faith:

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only-begotten Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

Virgin Mary;
suffered under Pontius Pilate;
was crucified, dead, and buried;
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he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from there he shall come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit;
the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Praise
Say or sing this praise to God:

Glory be to the Father
and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit:

As it was in the beginning,
is now and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Gloria Patri

Catechism
Receive this instruction from one of the church’s catechisms: see appendix 2

Prayer for Illumination
As you read his word, ask God to enlighten your mind and heart:

Almighty God, and most merciful Father, we humbly submit 
ourselves, and fall down before your Majesty, asking you from 
the bottom of our hearts, that this seed of your Word now sown 
among us, may take such deep root, that neither the burning 
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heat of persecution cause it to wither, nor the thorny cares of 
this life choke it. But that, as seed sown in good ground, it may 
bring forth thirty, sixty, or a hundredfold, as your heavenly 
wisdom has appointed. Amen. Middelburg Liturgy

Scripture Reading
Read a portion of God’s word: see appendix 3

Prayer of Intercession
As you make your requests to God, pray this prayer:

Your glorious Majesty surround me,
the blessed Trinity protect me,
and the eternal Godhead preserve me.

Your unlimited mercy support me;
your loving kindness encompass me;
your favor make me to rejoice.

The eternal truth of God be my delight,
the saving knowledge of Christ strengthen me,
and the all-prevailing grace of God be sufficient for me.

May the grace of God the Father lead me,
the wisdom of God the Son be my consolation,
and the power of the Holy Spirit enlighten me.

Lord my Creator, stand by me;
my Redeemer, save me;
and my Comforter, dwell with me. Amen.

Johann Habermann

Further Petition
• Personal
• Church
• World
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Lord’s Prayer
In closing, pray the words that Jesus taught us to pray:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name;
your kingdom come;
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
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D A Y  2

Call to Worship
Hear God call you to worship through his word:

I charge you in the presence of God, who gives life to all 
things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before Pon-
tius Pilate made the good confession, to keep the command-
ment unstained and free from reproach until the appearing 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, which he will display at the proper 
time—he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King 
of kings and Lord of lords, who alone has immortality, who 
dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen 
or can see. To him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen.  
1 Timothy 6:13–16

Adoration
Pray this praise to God:

With what shall we come before you, O Lord? Or bow ourselves 
in your presence, O you Most High God? Cause us to come 
unto you in faith: mentioning no other name, pleading no 
other righteousness, and trusting in no other atonement 
than the name, righteousness, and atonement of your blessed 
Son and our adorable Mediator Jesus Christ. In him, we desire 
to be found; through him, we hope for favor with you, and 
acceptance in your sight. Blessed be your goodness for the 
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mercies of the day, for the blessings of your providence, the 
comforts of your Spirit, and the privileges we enjoy. Amen.  
Augustus Toplady

Reading of the Law
Hear God’s law as his will for your life:

Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and 

with all your soul and with all your might.
And these words that I command you today shall be on 

your heart.
You shall teach them diligently to your children,

and shall talk of them when you sit in your house,
and when you walk by the way,
and when you lie down,
and when you rise.

You shall bind them as a sign on your hand,
and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes.

You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and 
on your gates. Deuteronomy 6:4–9

Confession of Sin
Confess your sins to God:

O Lord, in whose hands are life and death, by whose power I 
am sustained, and by whose mercy I am spared—look down 
upon me with pity. Forgive me that I have until now so much 
neglected the duty which you have assigned to me, and suf-
fered the days and hours of which I must give account to pass 
away without any endeavor to accomplish your will. Make me 
to remember, O God, that every day is your gift, and ought to 
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be used according to your command. Grant me, therefore, so 
to repent of my negligence, that I may obtain mercy from you, 
and pass the time which you shall yet allow me in diligent 
performance of your commands, through Jesus Christ. Amen.  
Samuel Johnson

Assurance of Pardon
Receive these words of comfort from God:

The Lord, the Lord, [is] a God merciful and gracious, slow 
to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, 
keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and 
transgression and sin. Exodus 34:6–7

Nicene Creed
Confess what you believe about the Christian faith:

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and 

invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God;
begotten of the Father before all worlds;
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God;
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 

Father;
by whom all things were made.

Who, for us men and for our salvation,
came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary,
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;
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he suffered and was buried;
and the third day he rose again, according to the 

Scriptures;
and ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of 

the Father;
and he shall come again, with glory, to judge the living 

and the dead;
whose kingdom shall have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life;
who proceeds from the Father and the Son;
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 

and glorified;
who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
I acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins;
and I look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Praise
Say or sing this praise to God:

Glory be to the Father
and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit:

As it was in the beginning,
is now and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Gloria Patri

Catechism
Receive this instruction from one of the church’s catechisms: see appendix 2
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Prayer for Illumination
As you read his word, ask God to enlighten your mind and heart:

Blessed Lord, you have caused all Holy Scriptures to be writ-
ten for our learning—grant us that we may in such a way 
hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them; that 
by patience and comfort of your holy Word, we may em-
brace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, 
which you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  
Book of Common Prayer (1552)

Scripture Reading
Read a portion of God’s word: see appendix 3

Prayer of Intercession
As you make your requests to God, pray this prayer:

Almighty God, heavenly Father, because we are so weak 
in ourselves that we cannot stand even for a moment, and 
moreover, our sworn enemies—the devil, the world, and 
our own flesh—do not cease to attack us; will you, therefore, 
keep and strengthen us by the power of your Holy Spirit, so 
that we may firmly resist them and not go down to defeat 
in this spiritual war, but remain persistent until we finally 
obtain the complete victory and reign together with your 
Son, our Lord and Protector Jesus Christ, in your kingdom 
forevermore. Amen. Zacharias Ursinus

Further Petition
• Personal
• Church
• World
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Lord’s Prayer
In closing, pray the words that Jesus taught us to pray:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name;
your kingdom come;
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
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D A Y  3

Call to Worship
Hear God call you to worship through his word:

We give thanks to you, O God;
we give thanks, for your name is near.

We recount your wondrous deeds.
Psalm 75:1

Adoration
Pray this praise to God:

We bless you for your preservation of us during the past 
night; and we desire to acknowledge again our dependence 
upon you, and our unfeigned obligations toward you. We 
thank you for having poured down upon us so many bless-
ings of this life; we thank you for our health and strength; 
for our food and dress; and for all the comforts and conve-
niences which we enjoy. But, above all, we praise you for the 
inestimable privilege of being born in a land of religious light 
and knowledge. For these, and for all your various and great 
mercies, we would render unto you a grateful heart; and we 
would endeavor to show our gratitude, not with our lips only, 
but with our lives; by giving up ourselves to your service, and 
by walking before you, in holiness and righteousness, all our 
days on earth. Amen. Henry Thornton
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Reading of the Law
Hear God’s law as his will for your life:

Our Lord Jesus said,

Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are those who mourn,
for they shall be comforted.

Blessed are the meek,
for they shall inherit the earth.

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they shall be satisfied.

Blessed are the merciful,
for they shall receive mercy.

Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they shall see God.

Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they shall be called sons of God.

Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Matthew 5:3–10

Confession of Sin
Confess your sins to God:

O Lord, you have mercy upon all—take away from me my 
sins, and mercifully kindle in me the fire of your Holy Spirit. 
Take away from me the heart of stone, and give me a heart of 
flesh, a heart to love and adore you, a heart to delight in you, 
to follow and to enjoy you, for Christ’s sake. Amen. Ambrose
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Assurance of Pardon
Receive these words of comfort from God:

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that who-
ever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.  
John 3:16

Athanasian Creed, Part 1
Confess what you believe about the Christian faith:

Whoever desires to be saved should above all hold to the cath-
olic faith. Anyone who does not keep it whole and unbroken 
will doubtless perish eternally. Now this is the catholic faith:

that we worship one God in Trinity and the Trinity in unity, 
neither confounding their persons nor dividing the essence.

For the person of the Father is a distinct person,
the person of the Son is another,
and that of the Holy Spirit still another.

But the divinity of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit is one, 
the glory equal, the majesty coeternal.

Such as the Father is, such is the Son and such is the 
Holy Spirit.

The Father is uncreated, the Son is uncreated, the Holy 
Spirit is uncreated.

The Father is immeasurable, the Son is immeasurable, 
the Holy Spirit is immeasurable.

The Father is eternal, the Son is eternal, the Holy Spirit 
is eternal.

And yet there are not three eternal beings; there is but 
one eternal being.
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So too there are not three uncreated or immeasurable 
beings;

there is but one uncreated and immeasurable being.
Similarly, the Father is almighty, the Son is almighty, 

the Holy Spirit is almighty.
Yet there are not three almighty beings; there is but one 

almighty being.
Thus, the Father is God, the Son is God, the Holy Spirit 

is God.
Yet there are not three gods; there is but one God.
Thus, the Father is Lord, the Son is Lord, the Holy Spirit 

is Lord.
Yet there are not three lords; there is but one Lord.
Just as Christian truth compels us to confess each person 

individually as both God and Lord,
so catholic religion forbids us to say that there are 

three gods or lords.

Praise
Say or sing this praise to God:

Glory be to the Father
and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit:

As it was in the beginning,
is now and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Gloria Patri

Catechism
Receive this instruction from one of the church’s catechisms: see appendix 2
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Prayer for Illumination
As you read his word, ask God to enlighten your mind and heart:

O, make your Word a swift Word,
passing from the ear to the heart,
from the heart to the lip and conversation;
that, as the rain returns not empty,
so neither may your Word,
but accomplish that for which it is given. Amen.

George Herbert

Scripture Reading
Read a portion of God’s word: see appendix 3

Prayer of Intercession
As you make your requests to God, pray this prayer:

Let your mighty hand and outstretched arm, O Lord, still 
be our defense;

your mercy and loving kindness in Jesus Christ your dear 
Son, our salvation;

your true and holy Word, our instruction;
your grace and Holy Spirit, our comfort and consolation 

unto the end, and in the end. Amen. John Bradford

Further Petition
• Personal
• Church
• World
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Lord’s Prayer
In closing, pray the words that Jesus taught us to pray:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name;
your kingdom come;
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
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D A Y  4

Call to Worship
Hear God call you to worship through his word:

Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great mul-
titude, like the roar of many waters and like the sound of 
mighty peals of thunder, crying out, “Hallelujah! For the 
Lord our God the Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and exult 
and give him the glory.” Revelation 19:6–7

Adoration
Pray this praise to God:

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless 
his holy name. Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not the 
good he has done to me, who forgives all your sins and heals 
all your infirmities, who redeems your life from destruction, 
who crowns you with grace and mercy. The Lord is merci-
ful, patient, and of great goodness. He does not deal with us 
according to our sins, nor does he repay us according to our 
offense. For as high as the heaven is above the earth, he shows 
his grace toward those who fear him. As far as the rising of the 
sun is from its setting, so far he removes our transgression 
from us. As a father takes pity on his children, so the Lord 
takes pity on those who fear him. Who also did not spare his 
own Son, but has delivered him up for us all and has given us 
with him all things. In this way, God shows his love toward 
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us, that Christ died for us while we were still sinners. So we 
will all the more be saved by him from wrath, after we have 
been justified by his blood. For if we are reconciled to God 
by the death of his Son while we were still enemies, how 
much more will we be saved by his life, after we have been 
reconciled to him. Therefore, my mouth and heart shall 
proclaim the Lord’s praise, from now on and forevermore. 
Amen. Zacharius Ursinus

Reading of the Law
Hear God’s law as his will for your life:

Our Lord said,

As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my 
love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my 
love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and 
abide in his love. These things I have spoken to you, that my 
joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. This is my 
commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 
John 15:9–12

Confession of Sin
Confess your sins to God:

Cleanse me from my secret faults, O Lord, and forgive those 
offenses to your servant which he has caused in others. I 
contend not in judgment with you, who are truth; I fear to 
deceive myself, lest my sin should make me think that I am 
not sinful. Therefore I contend not in judgment with you; 
for if you, Lord, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who shall 
abide it? Amen. Augustine
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Assurance of Pardon
Receive these words of comfort from God:

Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good!
Blessed is the man who takes refuge in him! 

Psalm 34:8

Athanasian Creed, Part 2
Confess what you believe about the Christian faith:

Whoever desires to be saved should above all hold to the cath-
olic faith. Anyone who does not keep it whole and unbroken 
will doubtless perish eternally. Now this is the catholic faith:

that we worship one God in Trinity and the Trinity in 
unity, neither confounding their persons nor dividing the 
essence. . . . 

The Father was neither made nor created nor begotten 
from anyone.

The Son was neither made nor created; he was begotten 
from the Father alone.

The Holy Spirit was neither made nor created nor 
begotten;

he proceeds from the Father and the Son.
Accordingly, there is one Father, not three fathers;

there is one Son, not three sons;
there is one Holy Spirit, not three holy spirits.

None in this Trinity is before or after, none is greater or 
smaller;

in their entirety the three persons are coeternal and 
coequal with each other.
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So in everything, as was said earlier, the unity in Trinity, 
and the Trinity in unity, is to be worshiped.

Anyone then who desires to be saved should think thus 
about the Trinity.

Praise
Say or sing this praise to God:

Glory be to the Father
and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit:

As it was in the beginning,
is now and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Gloria Patri

Catechism
Receive this instruction from one of the church’s catechisms: see appendix 2

Prayer for Illumination
As you read his word, ask God to enlighten your mind and heart:

Divine Spirit, illumine to me the words of the Lord.
Show me the wealth of glory that lies beneath the old 

familiar stories.
Teach me the depths of meaning hidden in the songs of Zion.
Raise me to the heights of aspiration that is reached by the 

wings of the prophet.
Lift me to the summit of faith that is trod by the feet of the 

apostle.
Open my eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of 

your law. Amen. George Matheson
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Scripture Reading
Read a portion of God’s word: see appendix 3

Prayer of Intercession
As you make your requests to God, pray this prayer:

As a reconciled Father, take me to be your child; and give me 
your renewing Spirit, to be in me a principle of holy life, and 
light, and love, and your seal and witness that I am yours. Let 
him quicken my dead and hardened heart. Let him enlighten 
my dark unbelieving mind, by clearer knowledge and firm 
belief. Let him turn my will to the ready obedience of your 
holy will. Let him reveal to my soul the wonders of your love 
in Christ, and fill it with love to you and my Redeemer, and 
to all your holy Word and works. Amen. Richard Baxter

Further Petition
• Personal
• Church
• World

Lord’s Prayer
In closing, pray the words that Jesus taught us to pray:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name;
your kingdom come;
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
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D A Y  5

Call to Worship
Hear God call you to worship through his word:

Praise the Lord, all nations!
Extol him, all peoples!

For great is his steadfast love toward us,
and the faithfulness of the Lord endures forever.

Praise the Lord! 
Psalm 117:1–2

Adoration
Pray this praise to God:

O God, you are life, wisdom, truth, bounty, and blessedness, 
the eternal, the only true good; our God and our Lord, you 
are our hope and our heart’s joy—we acknowledge with 
thanksgiving that you have made us in your image, and that 
we may direct our thoughts to you. Lord, make us know you 
aright, that we may love, enjoy, and possess you more and 
more; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. Anselm
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Reading of the Law
Hear God’s law as his will for your life:

The words of our Lord Jesus Christ:

Unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and 
Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. . . . 
You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is 
perfect. . . . Beware of practicing your righteousness before 
other people in order to be seen by them, for then you will 
have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. . . . Seek 
first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these 
things will be added to you. . . . So whatever you wish that 
others would do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law 
and the Prophets. Matthew 5:20, 48; 6:1, 33; 7:12

Confession of Sin
Confess your sins to God:

Almighty God and heavenly Father, we poor, miserable sin-
ners confess that from our childhood until this very hour we 
have sinned against your commandments by evil thoughts, 
words, will, and works, which we cannot count, and first of 
all by vast unbelief. Therefore, we are not worthy to be called 
your children, nor lift our eyes up to heaven. O God and 
Father, we wish that we had never provoked you to anger. 
In your mercy and for the sake of your glory, we ask you 
to receive us into your grace by the forgiveness of our sins. 
Amen. John Oecolampadius
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Assurance of Pardon
Receive these words of comfort from God:

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Through 
him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in 
which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 
Romans 5:1–2

Athanasian Creed, Part 3
Confess what you believe about the Christian faith:

Whoever desires to be saved should above all hold to the cath-
olic faith. Anyone who does not keep it whole and unbroken 
will doubtless perish eternally. Now this is the catholic faith:

that we worship one God in Trinity and the Trinity in 
unity, neither confounding their persons nor dividing the 
essence. . . .

But it is necessary for eternal salvation that one also believe 
in the incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ faithfully.

Now this is the true faith:

that we believe and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ, 
God’s Son,

is both God and man, equally.
He is God from the essence of the Father, begotten 

before time;
and he is man from the essence of his mother, born 

in time;
completely God, completely man, with a rational soul 

and human flesh;
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equal to the Father as regards divinity,
less than the Father as regards humanity.

Although he is God and man, yet Christ is not two, 
but one.

He is one, however, not by his divinity being turned 
into flesh,

but by God’s taking humanity to himself.
He is one, certainly not by the blending of his essence,

but by the unity of his person.
For just as one man is both rational soul and flesh,

so too the one Christ is both God and man.

He suffered for our salvation;
he descended to hell;
he arose from the dead on the third day;
he ascended to heaven;
he is seated at the Father’s right hand;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
At his coming all people will arise bodily and give an 

accounting of their own deeds.
Those who have done good will enter eternal life,

and those who have done evil will enter eternal fire.

This is the catholic faith: that one cannot be saved without 
believing it firmly and faithfully.

Praise
Say or sing this praise to God:

Glory be to the Father
and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit:
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As it was in the beginning,
is now and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Gloria Patri

Catechism
Receive this instruction from one of the church’s catechisms: see appendix 2

Prayer for Illumination
As you read his word, ask God to enlighten your mind and heart:

O heavenly Father, whose law is perfect, converting the 
soul; a sure testimony, giving wisdom to the unlearned, and 
enlightening the eyes—we humbly implore you, through 
your boundless goodness, to enlighten our blind intellect 
by your Holy Spirit, so that we may truly understand and 
profess your law and live according to it. Since it has pleased 
you, most merciful Father, to reveal the mysteries of your 
will only to the little ones; and since you look to him alone 
who is of a humble and contrite spirit, who has reverence 
for your Word, grant us a humble spirit and keep us from 
all fleshly wisdom, which is enmity against you. Bring to 
the right way those who stray from the truth, so that we all 
may unanimously serve you in holiness and righteousness, 
all the days of our life. We ask this from you, most merciful 
Father, in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. Martin Micronius

Scripture Reading
Read a portion of God’s word: see appendix 3
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Prayer of Intercession
As you make your requests to God, pray this prayer:

Almighty God, the fountain of wisdom, you know our neces-
sities before we ask, and our ignorance in asking—we ask you 
to have compassion upon our weaknesses; and those things, 
which for our unworthiness we dare not, and for our blind-
ness we cannot ask, grant to give us for the worthiness of your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. Book of Common Prayer (1552)

Further Petition
• Personal
• Church
• World

Lord’s Prayer
In closing, pray the words that Jesus taught us to pray:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name;
your kingdom come;
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
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Call to Worship
Hear God call you to worship through his word:

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places. Ephesians 1:3

Adoration
Pray this praise to God:

O Lord God, Father of mercies, the fountain of comfort and 
blessing, of life and peace, of plenty and pardon, who fills 
heaven with your glory, and earth with your goodness—I give 
you the most earnest, the most humble, and most enlarged 
returns of my glad and thankful heart, for you have refreshed 
me with your comforts, and enlarged me with your blessing. 
You have made my flesh and my bones to rejoice, for, besides 
the blessings of all mankind, the blessings of nature, and 
the blessings of grace, the support of every minute, and the 
comforts of every day, you have opened your bosom, and at 
this time have poured out an excellent expression of your 
loving kindness. Amen. Jeremy Taylor
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Reading of the Law
Hear God’s law as his will for your life:

And God spoke all these words, saying,
“I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the 

land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.
You shall have no other gods before me.
You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any 

likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in 
the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 
You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the 
Lord your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of 
the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth 
generation of those who hate me, but showing steadfast 
love to thousands of those who love me and keep my 
commandments.

You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in 
vain, for the Lord will not hold him guiltless who takes 
his name in vain.

Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days 
you shall labor, and do all your work, but the seventh day 
is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do 
any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your male 
servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or the 
sojourner who is within your gates. For in six days the 
Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in 
them, and rested on the seventh day. Therefore the Lord 
blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.

Honor your father and your mother, that your days may 
be long in the land that the Lord your God is giving you.

You shall not murder.
You shall not commit adultery.
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You shall not steal.
You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall 

not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male servant, or his 
female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that 
is your neighbor’s.” Exodus 20:1–17

Confession of Sin
Confess your sins to God:

O Lord, I do not deserve a glimpse of heaven, and I am unable 
with my works to redeem myself from sin, death, the devil, 
and hell. Nevertheless, you have given me your Son Jesus 
Christ, who is far more precious and dear than heaven, and 
much stronger than sin, death, the devil, and hell. For this I 
rejoice, praise, and thank you, O God. Without cost and out 
of pure grace you have given me this boundless blessing in 
your dear Son. Through him you take sin, death, and hell 
from me, and do grant me all that belongs to him. Amen. 
Martin Luther

Assurance of Pardon
Receive these words of comfort from God:

Surely he has borne our griefs
and carried our sorrows;

yet we esteemed him stricken,
smitten by God, and afflicted.

But he was pierced for our transgressions;
he was crushed for our iniquities;

upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace,
and with his wounds we are healed.



72  •  Day 6

All we like sheep have gone astray;
we have turned—every one—to his own way;

and the Lord has laid on him
the iniquity of us all. Isaiah 53:4–6

Nicene Creed
Confess what you believe about the Christian faith:

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and 

invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God;
begotten of the Father before all worlds;
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God;
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 

Father;
by whom all things were made.

Who, for us men and for our salvation,
came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary,
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered and was buried;
and the third day he rose again, according to the 

Scriptures;
and ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of 

the Father;
and he shall come again, with glory, to judge the living 

and the dead;
whose kingdom shall have no end.
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And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life;
who proceeds from the Father and the Son;
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 

and glorified;
who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
I acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins;
and I look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Praise
Say or sing this praise to God:

Glory be to the Father
and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit:

As it was in the beginning,
is now and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Gloria Patri

Catechism
Receive this instruction from one of the church’s catechisms: see appendix 2

Prayer for Illumination
As you read his word, ask God to enlighten your mind and heart:

Grant, Almighty God, that as you shine on us by your Word, 
we may not be blind at midday, nor willfully seek darkness, 
and thus lull our minds asleep; but may we be roused daily 
by your words, and may we stir up ourselves more and more 
to fear your name and thus present ourselves and all our 
pursuits as a sacrifice to you, that you may peaceably rule, and 
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perpetually dwell in us, until you gather us to your celestial 
habitation, where there is reserved for us eternal rest and 
glory, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. John Calvin

Scripture Reading
Read a portion of God’s word: see appendix 3

Prayer of Intercession
As you make your requests to God, pray this prayer:

Father, what we know not, teach us;
what we have not, give us;
what we are not, make us;
for the sake of your Son our Savior. Amen.

Old Anglican Prayer

Further Petition
• Personal
• Church
• World

Lord’s Prayer
In closing, pray the words that Jesus taught us to pray:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name;
your kingdom come;
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
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Call to Worship
Hear God call you to worship through his word:

In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon 
a throne, high and lifted up; and the train of his robe filled 
the temple. Above him stood the seraphim. Each had six 
wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered 
his feet, and with two he flew. And one called to another and 
said: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth 
is full of his glory!” Isaiah 6:1–3

Adoration
Pray this praise to God:

Who is like unto you, O Lord, among the gods? Who is like 
you, glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders? 
May we approach you with the humility which is due to 
your greatness, and the hope that becomes your goodness. 
For though you are high, yet you have respect for the lowly; 
and though continually adored by thrones and dominions, 
principalities and powers, yet you despise not the prayer of 
the destitute, but will hear their prayer. Our fathers cried 
unto you and were delivered. They trusted in you and were 
not confounded. And you never said to the seed of Jacob, seek 
me in vain. Amen. William Jay
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Reading of the Law
Hear God’s law as his will for your life:

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and 
whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. Anyone 
who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 
In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that 
God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live 
through him. In this is love, not that we have loved God but 
that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for 
our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love 
one another. 1 John 4:7–11

Confession of Sin
Confess your sins to God:

I, a poor sinful person, confess myself before you, my Lord 
God and Maker, that sadly I have sinned much, with my 
senses, thoughts, words, and deeds, as you, eternal God, 
know very well. I regret them and beg your grace. Amen.  
Heinrich Bullinger

Assurance of Pardon
Receive these words of comfort from God:

What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who 
can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son but gave 
him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously 
give us all things? Who shall bring any charge against God’s 
elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus 
is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who 
is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us.  
Romans 8:31–34
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Apostles’ Creed
Confess what you believe about the Christian faith:

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only-begotten Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

Virgin Mary;
suffered under Pontius Pilate;
was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from there he shall come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit;
the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Praise
Say or sing this praise to God:

Glory be to the Father
and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit:

As it was in the beginning,
is now and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Gloria Patri
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Catechism
Receive this instruction from one of the church’s catechisms: see appendix 2

Prayer for Illumination
As you read his word, ask God to enlighten your mind and heart:

Almighty, gracious Father, since our whole salvation depends 
on our true understanding of your holy Word, grant that 
our hearts—freed from worldly affairs—may hear and un-
derstand your holy Word with all diligence and faith, so that 
we may rightly discern your gracious will, cherish it, and live 
by it with all earnestness, to your praise and honor, through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. Martin Bucer

Scripture Reading
Read a portion of God’s word: see appendix 3

Prayer of Intercession
As you make your requests to God, pray this prayer:

I bind myself today:
To the power of God to guide me.
To the might of God to uphold me.
To the wisdom of God to teach me.
The eye of God to watch over me.
The ear of God to hear me.
The word of God to speak to me.
The way of God to lie before me.
The host of God to defend me.
Amen. Saint Patrick
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Further Petition
• Personal
• Church
• World

Lord’s Prayer
In closing, pray the words that Jesus taught us to pray:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name;
your kingdom come;
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
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Call to Worship
Hear God call you to worship through his word:

And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncir-
cumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with him, 
having forgiven us all our trespasses, by canceling the record 
of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he 
set aside, nailing it to the cross. He disarmed the rulers and 
authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing over 
them in him. Colossians 2:13–15

Adoration
Say or sing this praise to God:

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him all creatures here below;
Praise him above you heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. Doxology

Reading of the Law
Hear God’s law as his will for your life:

The words of our Lord Jesus Christ:

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first 
commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your 
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neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend 
all the Law and the Prophets. Matthew 22:37–40

Confession of Sin
Confess your sins to God:

O Lord, have mercy upon us.
O Christ, have mercy upon us.
O Spirit, have mercy upon us.
O God the Father in heaven, we beseech you, hear us.
O God the Son, Redeemer of the world, we beseech you, hear us.
O God the Holy Spirit, our Comforter, we beseech you, hear us.
Be gracious unto us. Spare us, good Lord.
Be gracious unto us. Help us, good Lord.
Be gracious unto us. Save us, good Lord,

from our sin, from our errors, from all evil.
Good Lord, deliver us.
Lord, have mercy upon us. Amen. Gregory the Great

Assurance of Pardon
Receive these words of comfort from God:

“Yet even now,” declares the Lord,
“return to me with all your heart,

with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning;
and rend your hearts and not your garments.”

Return to the Lord your God,
for he is gracious and merciful,

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love;
and he relents over disaster. Joel 2:12–13
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Apostles’ Creed
Confess what you believe about the Christian faith:

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only-begotten Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

Virgin Mary;
suffered under Pontius Pilate;
was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from there he shall come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit;
the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Praise
Say or sing this praise to God:

Glory be to God the Father;
Glory be to God the Son;
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one:
As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.
Gloria Patri
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Catechism
Receive this instruction from one of the church’s catechisms: see appendix 2

Prayer for Illumination
As you read his word, ask God to enlighten your mind and heart:

Almighty God, and most merciful Father, we humbly sub-
mit ourselves, and fall down before your Majesty, asking 
you from the bottom of our hearts, that this seed of your 
Word now sown among us, may take such deep root, that 
neither the burning heat of persecution cause it to wither, 
nor the thorny cares of this life choke it. But that, as seed 
sown in good ground, it may bring forth thirty, sixty, or a 
hundredfold, as your heavenly wisdom has appointed. Amen.  
Middelburg Liturgy

Scripture Reading
Read a portion of God’s word: see appendix 3

Prayer of Intercession
As you make your requests to God, pray this prayer:

Almighty God, give us peace, that we may cast away the works 
of darkness, and put upon us the armor of light, now in the 
time of this mortal life (in which your Son Jesus Christ came 
to visit us in great humility); that in the last day when he shall 
come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living 
and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and 
forever. Amen. Book of Common Prayer (1552)
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Further Petition
• Personal
• Church
• World

Lord’s Prayer
In closing, pray the words that Jesus taught us to pray:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name;
your kingdom come;
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
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Call to Worship
Hear God call you to worship through his word:

Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity
and passing over transgression
for the remnant of his inheritance?

He does not retain his anger forever,
because he delights in steadfast love.

He will again have compassion on us;
he will tread our iniquities underfoot.

You will cast all our sins
into the depths of the sea.

You will show faithfulness to Jacob
and steadfast love to Abraham,

as you have sworn to our fathers
from the days of old. Micah 7:18–20

Adoration
Pray this praise to God:

Great are you, O Lord, and greatly to be praised; great is your 
power, and of your wisdom there is no end. And man, being a 
part of your creation, desires to praise you—man, who bears 
about with him his mortality, the witness of his sin, even 
the witness that you resist the proud—yet man, this part of 
your creation, desires to praise you. You move us to delight 
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in praising you; for you have made us for yourself, and our 
hearts are restless until they rest in you. Amen. Augustine

Reading of the Law
Hear God’s law as his will for your life:

Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and 

with all your soul and with all your might.
And these words that I command you today shall be on 

your heart.
You shall teach them diligently to your children,

and shall talk of them when you sit in your house,
and when you walk by the way,
and when you lie down,
and when you rise.

You shall bind them as a sign on your hand,
and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes.

You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and 
on your gates. Deuteronomy 6:4–9

Confession of Sin
Confess your sins to God:

O Lord, as long as I am apart from you, I am self-satisfied, 
because I have no standard by which to measure my low 
stature. But when I come near to you, there for the first time 
I see myself. In your light I behold my darkness. In your pu-
rity I behold my corruption. My very confession of sin is the 
fruit of holiness. Oh! Divine Man, let me gaze on you more 
and more until, in the vision of your brightness, I loathe the 
sight of my impurity; until, in the blaze of that glory which 
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human eye has not seen, I fall prostrate, blinded, broken, to 
rise again a new man in you. Amen. George Matheson

Assurance of Pardon
Receive these words of comfort from God:

In love he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons 
through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 

to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed 
us in the Beloved. In him we have redemption through his 
blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the 
riches of his grace. Ephesians 1:4–7

Nicene Creed
Confess what you believe about the Christian faith:

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and 

invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God;
begotten of the Father before all worlds;
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God;
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 

Father;
by whom all things were made.

Who, for us men and for our salvation,
came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary,
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered and was buried;
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and the third day he rose again, according to the 
Scriptures;

and ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of 
the Father;

and he shall come again, with glory, to judge the living 
and the dead;

whose kingdom shall have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life;
who proceeds from the Father and the Son;
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 

and glorified;
who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
I acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins;
and I look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Praise
Say or sing this praise to God:

Glory be to God the Father;
Glory be to God the Son;
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one:
As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.
Gloria Patri

Catechism
Receive this instruction from one of the church’s catechisms: see appendix 2
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Prayer for Illumination
As you read his word, ask God to enlighten your mind and heart:

Blessed Lord, you have caused all Holy Scriptures to be writ-
ten for our learning—grant us that we may in such a way 
hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them; 
that by patience and comfort of your holy Word, we may 
embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting 
life, which you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  
Book of Common Prayer (1552)

Scripture Reading
Read a portion of God’s word: see appendix 2

Prayer of Intercession
As you make your requests to God, pray this prayer:

Almighty Lord, our God, whose eyes are in every place behold-
ing the evil and the good, and who sees not only our outward 
actions, but all our most secret thoughts—we pray you to 
maintain in us this day a constant sense of your presence, 
and to preserve us from sinning against you. We are exposed 
to dangers by night and by day; our lives are in your hands, 
and unto you do we look for preservation from every evil. 
O Lord, teach us to be ever mindful of you. When we go out 
and come in, and when we are alone and in company, may 
we bear in mind that you are continually with us, and that 
you take account of all we think, and speak, and do. Amen.  
Henry Thornton
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Further Petition
• Personal
• Church
• World

Lord’s Prayer
In closing, pray the words that Jesus taught us to pray:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name;
your kingdom come;
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
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Call to Worship
Hear God call you to worship through his word:

O, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! 
How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his 
ways! “For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has 
been his counselor?” “Or who has given a gift to him that he 
might be repaid?” For from him and through him and to him 
are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen. Romans 11:33–36

Adoration
Pray this praise to God:

Almighty God, you are the foundation and fountain of all 
being and all beauty, from you all is perfectly derived, upon 
you all is most absolutely and perfectly dependent; from you 
and through you and to you is all being and all perfection; 
your being and beauty is as it were the sum and comprehen-
sion of all existence and excellence, much more than the sun 
is the fountain and summary comprehension of all light and 
brightness of the day—to you, O God, be all praise and glory 
and wisdom and thanks and honor and power and strength 
forever and ever. Amen. Jonathan Edwards
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Reading of the Law
Hear God’s law as his will for your life:

Our Lord Jesus said,

Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are those who mourn,
for they shall be comforted.

Blessed are the meek,
for they shall inherit the earth.

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they shall be satisfied.

Blessed are the merciful,
for they shall receive mercy.

Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they shall see God.

Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they shall be called sons of God.

Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Matthew 5:3–10

Confession of Sin
Confess your sins to God:

Lord God, eternal and Almighty Father, we confess and ac-
knowledge without pretense before your holy Majesty, that 
we are poor sinners, conceived and born in iniquity and 
corruption; prone to do what is evil, incapable of any good; 
and that in our depravity, we endlessly transgress your holy 
commandments. And so, in your just judgment, we deserve 
ruin and damnation. But Lord, we are displeased with our-
selves for having offended you, and we condemn ourselves 
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and our vices with true repentance, longing for your grace 
to relieve our distress. May you, therefore, have mercy upon 
us, most gentle and merciful God and Father, in the name of 
your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. And as you blot out our vices 
and blemishes, extend and increase the graces of your Holy 
Spirit to us day by day, so that as we acknowledge our unrigh-
teousness with all our heart, we might feel the sorrow that 
gives birth to true penitence, which as we mortify our sins 
may produce fruits of righteousness and innocence pleasing 
to you, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. John Calvin

Assurance of Pardon
Receive these words of comfort from God:

He will not always chide,
nor will he keep his anger forever.

He does not deal with us according to our sins,
nor repay us according to our iniquities.

For as high as the heavens are above the earth,
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him;

as far as the east is from the west,
so far does he remove our transgressions from us.

As a father shows compassion to his children,
so the Lord shows compassion to those who fear him.

For he knows our frame;
he remembers that we are dust. 

Psalm 103:9–14
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Athanasian Creed, Part 1
Confess what you believe about the Christian faith:

Whoever desires to be saved should above all hold to the cath-
olic faith. Anyone who does not keep it whole and unbroken 
will doubtless perish eternally. Now this is the catholic faith:

that we worship one God in Trinity and the Trinity in unity, 
neither confounding their persons nor dividing the essence.

For the person of the Father is a distinct person,
the person of the Son is another,
and that of the Holy Spirit still another.

But the divinity of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit is one, 
the glory equal, the majesty coeternal.

Such as the Father is, such is the Son and such is the 
Holy Spirit.

The Father is uncreated, the Son is uncreated, the Holy 
Spirit is uncreated.

The Father is immeasurable, the Son is immeasurable, 
the Holy Spirit is immeasurable.

The Father is eternal, the Son is eternal, the Holy Spirit 
is eternal.

And yet there are not three eternal beings; there is but 
one eternal being.

So too there are not three uncreated or immeasurable 
beings;

there is but one uncreated and immeasurable being.
Similarly, the Father is almighty, the Son is almighty, 

the Holy Spirit is almighty.
Yet there are not three almighty beings; there is but one 

almighty being.
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Thus, the Father is God, the Son is God, the Holy Spirit 
is God.

Yet there are not three gods; there is but one God.
Thus, the Father is Lord, the Son is Lord, the Holy Spirit 

is Lord.
Yet there are not three lords; there is but one Lord.
Just as Christian truth compels us to confess each person 

individually as both God and Lord,
so catholic religion forbids us to say that there are 

three gods or lords.

Praise
Say or sing this praise to God:

Glory be to God the Father;
Glory be to God the Son;
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one:
As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.
Gloria Patri

Catechism
Receive this instruction from one of the church’s catechisms: see appendix 2

Prayer for Illumination
As you read his word, ask God to enlighten your mind and heart:

O, make your Word a swift Word,
passing from the ear to the heart,
from the heart to the lip and conversation;
that, as the rain returns not empty,
so neither may your Word,
but accomplish that for which it is given. Amen.

George Herbert
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Scripture Reading
Read a portion of God’s word: see appendix 3

Prayer of Intercession
As you make your requests to God, pray this prayer:

Grant me, O most loving Lord, to rest in you above all 
creatures, above all health and beauty, above all glory and 
honor, above all power and dignity, above all knowledge 
and subtlety, above all riches and art, above all fame and 
praise, above all sweetness and comfort, above all hope 
and promise, above all gifts and favors that you can give 
and impart to us, above all jubilee that the mind of man 
can receive and feel; finally, above all angels and archan-
gels, and above all heavenly host, above all things visible 
and invisible, and above all that you are not, O my God. 
Amen. Thomas à Kempis

Further Petition
• Personal
• Church
• World

Lord’s Prayer
In closing, pray the words that Jesus taught us to pray:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name;
your kingdom come;
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
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And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
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Call to Worship
Hear God call you to worship through his word:

Come, bless the Lord, all you servants of the Lord,
who stand by night in the house of the Lord!

Lift up your hands to the holy place
and bless the Lord!

May the Lord bless you from Zion,
he who made heaven and earth! 

Psalm 134:1–3

Adoration
Pray this praise to God:

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, as your unworthy ser-
vants, we give you most humble and heartfelt thanks for all 
your goodness and loving kindness to us and to all people. We 
bless you for our creation, preservation and all the blessings of 
this life, but above all, for your precious love in the redemp-
tion of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ, for the means of 
grace, and for the hope of glory. And we pray that you would 
give us that due sense of all your mercies that our hearts may 
be sincerely thankful and that we may show forth your praise 
not only with our lips but in our lives, by giving up ourselves 
to your service and by walking before you in holiness and 
righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ our Lord, to 
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whom with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory 
world without end. Amen. Book of Common Prayer (1662)

Reading of the Law
Hear God’s law as his will for your life:

Our Lord said,

As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my 
love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my 
love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and 
abide in his love. These things I have spoken to you, that my 
joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. This is my 
commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 
John 15:9–12

Confession of Sin
Confess your sins to God:

O Lord my God, light of the blind, and strength of the weak; 
yes, also light of those that see, and strength of the strong—
hearken unto my soul, and hear it crying out of the depths. 
Woe is me! . . . Lord, help us to turn and seek you; for not as 
we have forsaken our Creator have you forsaken your cre-
ation. Let us turn and seek you, for we know you are here in 
our heart, when we confess to you, when we cast ourselves 
upon you, and weep in your bosom, after all our rugged 
ways; and you gently wipe away our tears, and we weep 
the more for joy; because you, Lord—not man of flesh and 
blood—but you, Lord, who made us, remake and comfort 
us. Amen. Augustine
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Assurance of Pardon
Receive these words of comfort from God:

The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom 
I am the foremost. But I received mercy for this reason, that 
in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect 
patience as an example to those who were to believe in him 
for eternal life. To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, 
the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.  
1 Timothy 1:15–17

Athanasian Creed, Part 2
Confess what you believe about the Christian faith:

Whoever desires to be saved should above all hold to the cath-
olic faith. Anyone who does not keep it whole and unbroken 
will doubtless perish eternally. Now this is the catholic faith:

that we worship one God in Trinity and the Trinity in 
unity, neither confounding their persons nor dividing the 
essence. . . . 

The Father was neither made nor created nor begotten 
from anyone.

The Son was neither made nor created; he was begotten 
from the Father alone.

The Holy Spirit was neither made nor created nor 
begotten;

he proceeds from the Father and the Son.
Accordingly, there is one Father, not three fathers;

there is one Son, not three sons;
there is one Holy Spirit, not three holy spirits.
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None in this Trinity is before or after, none is greater or 
smaller;

in their entirety the three persons are coeternal and 
coequal with each other.

So in everything, as was said earlier, the unity in Trinity, 
and the Trinity in unity, is to be worshiped.

Anyone then who desires to be saved should think thus 
about the Trinity.

Praise
Say or sing this praise to God:

Glory be to God the Father;
Glory be to God the Son;
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one:
As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.
Gloria Patri

Catechism
Receive this instruction from one of the church’s catechisms: see appendix 2

Prayer for Illumination
As you read his word, ask God to enlighten your mind and heart:

Divine Spirit, illumine to me the words of the Lord.
Show me the wealth of glory that lies beneath the old 

familiar stories.
Teach me the depths of meaning hidden in the songs of Zion.
Raise me to the heights of aspiration that is reached by the 

wings of the prophet.
Lift me to the summit of faith that is trod by the feet of the 

apostle.
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Open my eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of 
your law. Amen. George Matheson

Scripture Reading
Read a portion of God’s word: see appendix 3

Prayer of Intercession
As you make your requests to God, pray this prayer:

I pray, O God, pour out upon me your Holy Spirit—the Spirit 
of prayer—that I may ever love and desire to pray; being daily 
free to approach you, with all confidence in the name of my 
Lord Jesus Christ; to bow before you in every time of need, 
as a child well beloved, O most beloved Father, you who are 
really a Father unto all your children in heaven and on earth. 
Grant that I may always lift up unto you holy hands, without 
fear or doubt, and in full assurance that all my prayers and 
sighs which come from the heart, are truly heard. Grant also 
that when my help delays I shall be patient, not dictating to 
you either time or measure, but to wait and abide your own 
good time; for you have pleasure in them that fear and put 
their trust in your mercy. Finally, O God, rule and remind me 
by your Holy Spirit that I may daily and frequently meditate 
upon the hour of my death and be momentarily prepared, 
while I pray sincerely for a blessed departure hence. Amen.  
William Loehe

Further Petition
• Personal
• Church
• World
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Lord’s Prayer
In closing, pray the words that Jesus taught us to pray:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name;
your kingdom come;
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.



107  •  Day 12

D A Y   1 2

Call to Worship
Hear God call you to worship through his word:

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! Ac-
cording to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again 
to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, 
and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by God’s power 
are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be 
revealed in the last time. 1 Peter 1:3–5

Adoration
Pray this praise to God:

You, Lord, are patience, and pity, and sweetness, and love; 
therefore we sons of men are not consumed. You have exalted 
your mercy above all things, and have made our salvation, 
not our punishment, your glory; so that there, where sin 
abounded, not death, but grace superabounded. Accordingly, 
where we had sinned beyond any help in heaven or earth, 
then you said, “Lo, I come!” Then did the Lord of life, unable 
of himself to die, contrive to do it. He took flesh, he wept, 
he died; for his enemies he died; even for those that derided 
him then, and still despise him. Blessed Savior! Many waters 
could not quench your love, nor no pit overwhelm it. But, 
though the streams of your blood were coursing through 
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darkness, grave, and hell, yet by these your conflicts, and 
seemingly hazards, did you arise triumphant, and therein 
made us victorious. Amen. George Herbert

Reading of the Law
Hear God’s law as his will for your life:

The words of our Lord Jesus Christ:

Unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and 
Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. . . . 
You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is 
perfect. . . . Beware of practicing your righteousness before 
other people in order to be seen by them, for then you will 
have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. . . . Seek 
first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these 
things will be added to you. . . . So whatever you wish that 
others would do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law 
and the Prophets. Matthew 5:20, 48; 6:1, 33; 7:12

Confession of Sin
Confess your sins to God:

I, poor sinner, confess myself before God Almighty, that I 
have gravely sinned by the transgression of his command-
ments; that I have done many things which I should have 
left undone, and I have left undone that which I should have 
done, through unbelief and distrust in God and weakness of 
love toward my fellow servants. God knows the guilt I have 
incurred, for which I am grieved. Be gracious to me, Lord. Be 
merciful to me, a poor sinner. Amen. Diebold Schwarz
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Assurance of Pardon
Receive these words of comfort from God:

For this is the cove nant that I will make with the house of 
Israel after those days, declares the Lord: I will put my law 
within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will 
be their God, and they shall be my people. And no longer 
shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, say-
ing, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the 
least of them to the greatest, declares the Lord. For I will 
forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.  
Jeremiah 31:33–34

Athanasian Creed, Part 3
Confess what you believe about the Christian faith:

Whoever desires to be saved should above all hold to the cath-
olic faith. Anyone who does not keep it whole and unbroken 
will doubtless perish eternally. Now this is the catholic faith:

that we worship one God in Trinity and the Trinity in 
unity, neither confounding their persons nor dividing the 
essence. . . .

But it is necessary for eternal salvation that one also believe 
in the incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ faithfully.

Now this is the true faith:

that we believe and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ, 
God’s Son,

is both God and man, equally.
He is God from the essence of the Father, begotten 

before time;
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and he is man from the essence of his mother, born 
in time;

completely God, completely man, with a rational soul 
and human flesh;

equal to the Father as regards divinity,
less than the Father as regards humanity.

Although he is God and man, yet Christ is not two, 
but one.

He is one, however, not by his divinity being turned 
into flesh,

but by God’s taking humanity to himself.
He is one, certainly not by the blending of his essence,

but by the unity of his person.
For just as one man is both rational soul and flesh,

so too the one Christ is both God and man.

He suffered for our salvation;
he descended to hell;
he arose from the dead on the third day;
he ascended to heaven;
he is seated at the Father’s right hand;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
At his coming all people will arise bodily and give an 

accounting of their own deeds.
Those who have done good will enter eternal life,

and those who have done evil will enter eternal fire.

This is the catholic faith: that one cannot be saved without 
believing it firmly and faithfully.
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Praise
Say or sing this praise to God:

Glory be to God the Father;
Glory be to God the Son;
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one:
As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.
Gloria Patri

Catechism
Receive this instruction from one of the church’s catechisms: see appendix 2

Prayer for Illumination
As you read his word, ask God to enlighten your mind and heart:

O heavenly Father, whose law is perfect, converting the 
soul; a sure testimony, giving wisdom to the unlearned, and 
enlightening the eyes—we humbly implore you, through 
your boundless goodness, to enlighten our blind intellect 
by your Holy Spirit, so that we may truly understand and 
profess your law and live according to it. Since it has pleased 
you, most merciful Father, to reveal the mysteries of your 
will only to the little ones; and since you look to him alone 
who is of a humble and contrite spirit, who has reverence 
for your Word, grant us a humble spirit and keep us from 
all fleshly wisdom, which is enmity against you. Bring to 
the right way those who stray from the truth, so that we all 
may unanimously serve you in holiness and righteousness, 
all the days of our life. We ask this from you, most merciful 
Father, in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. Martin Micronius
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Scripture Reading
Read a portion of God’s word: see appendix 2

Prayer of Intercession
As you make your requests to God, pray this prayer:

Lord God, of might inconceivable,
of glory incomprehensible,
of mercy immeasurable,
of goodness ineffable;

O Master, look down upon us in your tender love,
and show forth, toward us and those who pray with us,
your rich mercies and compassions. Amen.

John Chrysostom

Further Petition
• Personal
• Church
• World

Lord’s Prayer
In closing, pray the words that Jesus taught us to pray:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name;
your kingdom come;
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
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Call to Worship
Hear God call you to worship through his word:

Praise the Lord!
Praise, O servants of the Lord,

praise the name of the Lord!

Blessed be the name of the Lord
from this time forth and forevermore!

From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the Lord is to be praised! 

Psalm 113:1–3

Adoration
Pray this praise to God:

We praise and glorify you our Lord and owner, for we and all 
things are your own. We praise and glorify you our king and 
ruler, for we are your subjects, and our perfect obedience is 
your due. Just are all your laws and judgment; true and sure 
is all your Word. We praise and glorify you, our great bene-
factor. In you we live, and move, and are: all that we are, or 
have, or can do, is wholly from you, the cause of all; and all 
is for you, for you are our end. Delightfully to love you is our 
greatest duty, and our only felicity, for you are love itself, and 
infinitely amiable. Amen. Richard Baxter
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Reading of the Law
Hear God’s law as his will for your life:

And God spoke all these words, saying,
“I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the 

land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.
You shall have no other gods before me.
You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any 

likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the 
earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You 
shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the Lord 
your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fa-
thers on the children to the third and the fourth generation 
of those who hate me, but showing steadfast love to thou-
sands of those who love me and keep my commandments.

You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in 
vain, for the Lord will not hold him guiltless who takes 
his name in vain.

Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days 
you shall labor, and do all your work, but the seventh day 
is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do 
any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your male 
servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or the 
sojourner who is within your gates. For in six days the 
Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in 
them, and rested on the seventh day. Therefore the Lord 
blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.

Honor your father and your mother, that your days may 
be long in the land that the Lord your God is giving you.

You shall not murder.
You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal.
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You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall 

not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male servant, or his 
female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that 
is your neighbor’s.” Exodus 20:1–17

Confession of Sin
Confess your sins to God:

Lord Jesus Christ, you carry the lost sheep back into the 
fold in your arms,

and deign to hear the confession of the publican—
graciously remit all my guilt and sin.

Lord, you hear the penitent thief, you have set a heritage of 
mercy for your saints,

and have not withheld pardon from the sinner—
hear the prayers of your servants according to your 

mercy. Amen. Wilhelm Loehe

Assurance of Pardon
Receive these words of comfort from God:

Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a 
gift but as his due. And to the one who does not work but 
believes in him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted 
as righteousness. Romans 4:4–5

Nicene Creed
Confess what you believe about the Christian faith:

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and 

invisible.



116  •  Day 13

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God;
begotten of the Father before all worlds;
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God;
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 

Father;
by whom all things were made.

Who, for us men and for our salvation,
came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary,
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered and was buried;
and the third day he rose again, according to the 

Scriptures;
and ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of 

the Father;
and he shall come again, with glory, to judge the living 

and the dead;
whose kingdom shall have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life;
who proceeds from the Father and the Son;
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 

and glorified;
who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
I acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins;
and I look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Praise
Say or sing this praise to God:

Glory be to God the Father;
Glory be to God the Son;
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one:
As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.
Gloria Patri

Catechism
Receive this instruction from one of the church’s catechisms: see appendix 2

Prayer for Illumination
As you read his word, ask God to enlighten your mind and heart:

Grant, Almighty God, that as you shine on us by your Word, 
we may not be blind at midday, nor willfully seek darkness, 
and thus lull our minds asleep; but may we be roused daily 
by your words, and may we stir up ourselves more and more 
to fear your name and thus present ourselves and all our 
pursuits as a sacrifice to you, that you may peaceably rule, 
and perpetually dwell in us, until you gather us to your ce-
lestial habitation, where there is reserved for us eternal rest 
and glory, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. John Calvin

Scripture Reading
Read a portion of God’s word: see appendix 3

Prayer of Intercession
As you make your requests to God, pray this prayer:

Assist us mercifully, O Lord, in these our supplications and 
prayers, and dispose the way of your servants toward the 
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attainment of everlasting salvation—that among all the 
changes and chances of this mortal life, they may ever be 
defended by your most gracious and ready help; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. Book of Common Prayer (1552)

Further Petition
• Personal
• Church
• World

Lord’s Prayer
In closing, pray the words that Jesus taught us to pray:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name;
your kingdom come;
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
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Call to Worship
Hear God call you to worship through his word:

And whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and 
thanks to him who is seated on the throne, who lives forever 
and ever, the twenty-four elders fall down before him who 
is seated on the throne and worship him who lives forever 
and ever. They cast their crowns before the throne, saying, 
“Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and 
honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will 
they existed and were created.” Revelation 4:9–11

Adoration
Pray this praise to God:

O all you works of the Lord, bless the Lord.
Praise him, and magnify him forever.

O you angels of the Lord, bless the Lord.
Praise him, and magnify him forever.

O you heavens, bless the Lord.
Praise him, and magnify him forever.

O you waters that are above the firmament, bless the Lord.
Praise him, and magnify him forever.

O all powers of the Lord, bless the Lord.
Praise him, and magnify him forever.

O you sun, and moon, bless the Lord. 
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Praise him, and magnify him forever.
O you stars of heaven, bless the Lord. 

Praise him, and magnify him forever.
O you showers, and dew, bless the Lord. 

Praise him, and magnify him forever.
O you winds of God, bless the Lord. 

Praise him, and magnify him forever.
O you fire and heat, bless the Lord. 

Praise him, and magnify him forever.
O you winter and summer, bless the Lord. 

Praise him, and magnify him forever.
O you dew and frosts, bless the Lord. 

Praise him, and magnify him forever.
O you frost and cold, bless the Lord. 

Praise him, and magnify him forever.
O you ice and snow, bless the Lord. 

Praise him, and magnify him forever.
O you nights and days, bless the Lord. 

Praise him, and magnify him forever.
O you light and darkness, bless the Lord. 

Praise him, and magnify him forever.
O you lightnings and clouds, bless the Lord. 

Praise him, and magnify him forever.
O let the earth bless the Lord. Yes, let it 

praise him, and magnify him forever.
O you mountains and hills, bless the Lord. 

Praise him, and magnify him forever.
O all you green things upon the earth, bless the Lord. 

Praise him, and magnify him forever.
O you wells, bless the Lord. 

Praise him, and magnify him forever.
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O you seas and floods, bless the Lord. 
Praise him, and magnify him forever.

O you whales, and all that move in the waters, bless the Lord. 
Praise him, and magnify him forever.

O all you birds of the air, bless the Lord. 
Praise him, and magnify him forever.

O all you beasts and cattle, bless the Lord. 
Praise him, and magnify him forever.

O you children of men, bless the Lord. 
Praise him, and magnify him forever.

O let Israel bless the Lord. 
Praise him, and magnify him forever.

O you priests of the Lord, bless the Lord. 
Praise him, and magnify him forever.

O you servants of the Lord, bless the Lord. 
Praise him, and magnify him forever.

O you spirits and souls of the righteous, bless the Lord. 
Praise him, and magnify him forever.

O you holy and humble men of heart, bless the Lord. 
Praise him, and magnify him forever.

O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, bless the Lord.
Praise him, and magnify him forever.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Spirit:

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. Book of Common Prayer (1552)
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Reading of the Law
Hear God’s law as his will for your life:

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and 
whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. Anyone 
who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 
In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that 
God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live 
through him. In this is love, not that we have loved God but 
that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for 
our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love 
one another. 1 John 4:7–11

Confession of Sin
Confess your sins to God:

O merciful Father, regard not what we have done against 
you, but what our blessed Savior has done for us. Regard not 
what we have made ourselves; but what he is made unto us of 
you, our God. O that Christ may be to every one of our souls, 
wisdom and righteousness, sanctification and redemption! 
That his precious blood may cleanse us from all our sins; 
and that your Holy Spirit may renew and sanctify our souls. 
May he crucify our flesh with its affections and lusts, and 
mortify all our members which are upon earth. O let not sin 
reign in our mortal bodies, that we should obey in the lusts 
thereof; but being made free from sin, let us be the servants 
of righteousness. Amen. John Wesley
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Assurance of Pardon
Receive these words of comfort from God:

O Israel, hope in the Lord!
For with the Lord there is steadfast love,
and with him is plentiful redemption.

And he will redeem Israel
from all his iniquities. 

Psalm 130:7–8

Apostles’ Creed
Confess what you believe about the Christian faith:

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only-begotten Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

Virgin Mary;
suffered under Pontius Pilate;
was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from there he shall come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit;
the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Praise
Say or sing this praise to God:

Glory be to God the Father;
Glory be to God the Son;
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one:
As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.
Gloria Patri

Catechism
Receive this instruction from one of the church’s catechisms: see appendix 2

Prayer for Illumination
As you read his word, ask God to enlighten your mind and heart:

Almighty, gracious Father, since our whole salvation depends 
on our true understanding of your holy Word, grant that 
our hearts—freed from worldly affairs—may hear and un-
derstand your holy Word with all diligence and faith, so that 
we may rightly discern your gracious will, cherish it, and live 
by it with all earnestness, to your praise and honor, through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. Martin Bucer

Scripture Reading
Read a portion of God’s word: see appendix 3

Prayer of Intercession
As you make your requests to God, pray this prayer:

O Lord, come quickly and reign on your throne, for now often 
something rises up within me, and tries to take possession 
of your throne: pride, covetousness, uncleanness, and sloth 
want to be my kings, and then evil-speaking, anger, hatred, 
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and the whole train of vices join with me in warring against 
myself, and try to reign over me. I resist them; I cry out against 
them, and say, “I have no other king than Christ.” O King of 
peace, come and reign in me, for I will have no king but you! 
Amen. Bernard of Clairvaux

Further Petition
• Personal
• Church
• World

Lord’s Prayer
In closing, pray the words that Jesus taught us to pray:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name;
your kingdom come;
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
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Call to Worship
Hear God call you to worship through his word:

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!
Serve the Lord with gladness!
Come into his presence with singing!

Know that the Lord, he is God!
It is he who made us, and we are his;
we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.

Enter his gates with thanksgiving,
and his courts with praise!
Give thanks to him; bless his name!

For the Lord is good;
his steadfast love endures forever,
and his faithfulness to all generations. 

Psalm 100

Adoration
Say or sing this praise to God:

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him all creatures here below;
Praise him above you heavenly hosts;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. Doxology
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Reading of the Law
Hear God’s law as his will for your life:

The words of our Lord Jesus Christ:

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first 
commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend 
all the Law and the Prophets. Matthew 22:37–40

Confession of Sin
Confess your sins to God:

Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and 
strayed from your ways like lost sheep. We have followed 
too much the devices and desires of our own hearts. We have 
offended against your holy laws. We have left undone those 
things which we ought to have done, and we have done 
those things which we ought not to have done, and there is 
no health in us. But you, O Lord, have mercy upon us, miser-
able offenders. Spare those, O God, who confess their faults. 
Restore those who are repentant, according to your promises 
declared to mankind, in Christ Jesus our Lord. And grant, O 
most merciful Father, for his sake, that we may hereafter live 
a godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of your holy 
name. Amen. Book of Common Prayer (1552)

Assurance of Pardon
Receive these words of comfort from God:

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 
is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to 
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forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteous-
ness. If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and 
his word is not in us. 1 John 1:8–10

Apostles’ Creed
Confess what you believe about the Christian faith:

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only-begotten Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

Virgin Mary;
suffered under Pontius Pilate;
was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from there he shall come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit;
the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Praise
Say or sing this praise to God:

Glory be to the Father
and to the Son
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and to the Holy Spirit:
As it was in the beginning,

is now and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Gloria Patri

Catechism
Receive this instruction from one of the church’s catechisms: see appendix 2

Prayer for Illumination
As you read his word, ask God to enlighten your mind and heart:

Almighty God, and most merciful Father, we humbly sub-
mit ourselves, and fall down before your Majesty, asking 
you from the bottom of our hearts, that this seed of your 
Word now sown among us, may take such deep root, that 
neither the burning heat of persecution cause it to wither, 
nor the thorny cares of this life choke it. But that, as seed 
sown in good ground, it may bring forth thirty, sixty, or a 
hundredfold, as your heavenly wisdom has appointed. Amen.  
Middelburg Liturgy

Scripture Reading
Read a portion of God’s word: see appendix 3

Prayer of Intercession
As you make your requests to God, pray this prayer:

Grant, Almighty God, that as you constantly remind us in 
your word, and have taught us by so many examples, that 
there is nothing permanent in this world, but that the things 
which seem the firmest tend to ruin, and instantly fall and of 
themselves vanish away, when by your breath you shake your 
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strength in which men trust—O grant that we, being really 
subdued and humbled, may not rely on earthly things, but 
raise up our hearts and our thoughts to heaven, and there fix 
the anchor of our hope; and may all our thoughts abide there 
until at length, when you have led us through our course on 
earth, we shall be gathered into that celestial kingdom which 
has been obtained for us by the blood of your only begotten 
Son. Amen. John Calvin

Further Petition
• Personal
• Church
• World

Lord’s Prayer
In closing, pray the words that Jesus taught us to pray:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name;
your kingdom come;
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
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Call to Worship
Hear God call you to worship through his word:

As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in 
the sight of God chosen and precious, you yourselves like 
living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a 
holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ. 1 Peter 2:4–5

Adoration
Pray this praise to God:

We praise you, O God, we acknowledge you to be the Lord.
All the earth worships you, the Father everlasting.
To you, all angels cry aloud, the heavens and all the powers 

in it.
To you, cherubim and seraphim continually cry, “Holy, 

holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts.”
Heaven and earth are full of the majesty of your glory.
The glorious company of the apostles, praise you.
The good fellowship of the prophets, praise you.
The noble army of martyrs, praise you.
The holy church throughout all the world, 

acknowledges you.
The Father of an infinite majesty.
Your honorable, true, and only Son.
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Also, the Holy Spirit, the Comforter.
You are the King of glory, O Christ.
You are the everlasting Son of the Father.
When you took upon yourself to deliver man, you did not 

abhor the virgin’s womb.
When you overcame the sharpness of death, you opened 

the kingdom of heaven to all believers.
You sit on the right hand of God, in the glory of the Father.
We believe that you will come to be our judge.
We therefore pray, help your servants, whom you have 

redeemed with your precious blood.
Make them to be numbered with your saints, in glory 

everlasting.
O Lord, save your people, and bless your heritage.
Govern them, and lift them up forever.
Day by day we magnify you.
And we worship your name evermore, world without end.
Grant, O Lord, to keep us this day without sin.
O Lord, have mercy upon us; have mercy upon us.
O Lord, let your mercy shine upon us, since our trust is 

in you.
O Lord, in you have I trusted; let me never be confounded.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Spirit:

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 
without end. Amen. Book of Common Prayer (1552)
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Reading of the Law
Hear God’s law as his will for your life:

Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and 

with all your soul and with all your might.
And these words that I command you today shall be on 

your heart.
You shall teach them diligently to your children,

and shall talk of them when you sit in your house,
and when you walk by the way,
and when you lie down,
and when you rise.

You shall bind them as a sign on your hand,
and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes.

You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and 
on your gates. Deuteronomy 6:4–9

Confession of Sin
Confess your sins to God:

O most great, most just and gracious God; you are of purer 
eyes than to behold iniquity. You condemn the ungodly, 
unrepentant, and unbelievers; but you have promised mercy 
through Jesus Christ to all who repent and believe in him. 
Therefore we confess that we are sinful by nature and that 
we have all sinned and come short of the glory of God. We 
have neglected and abused your holy worship and your 
holy name. We have dealt unjustly and uncharitably with 
our neighbors. We have not sought first your kingdom 
and righteousness. We have not been content with our 
daily bread. You have revealed your wonderful love to us in 
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Christ and offered us pardon and salvation in him; but we 
have turned away. We have run into temptation; and the sin 
that we should have hated, we have committed. Have mercy 
upon us, most merciful Father. We confess you alone are our 
hope. Make us your children and give us the Spirit of your 
Son, our only Savior. Amen. Richard Baxter

Assurance of Pardon
Receive these words of comfort from God:

Come now, let us reason together, says the Lord:
though your sins are like scarlet,

they shall be as white as snow;
though they are red like crimson,

they shall become like wool. Isaiah 1:18

Nicene Creed
Confess what you believe about the Christian faith:

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and 

invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God;
begotten of the Father before all worlds;
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God;
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 

Father;
by whom all things were made.

Who, for us men and for our salvation,
came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary,
and was made man;
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and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered and was buried;
and the third day he rose again, according to the 

Scriptures;
and ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of 

the Father;
and he shall come again, with glory, to judge the living 

and the dead;
whose kingdom shall have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life;
who proceeds from the Father and the Son;
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 

and glorified;
who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
I acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins;
and I look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Praise
Say or sing this praise to God:

Glory be to the Father
and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit:

As it was in the beginning,
is now and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Gloria Patri

Catechism
Receive this instruction from one of the church’s catechisms: see appendix 2
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Prayer for Illumination
As you read his word, ask God to enlighten your mind and heart:

Blessed Lord, you have caused all Holy Scriptures to be writ-
ten for our learning—grant us that we may in such a way 
hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them; 
that by patience and comfort of your holy Word, we may 
embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting 
life, which you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  
Book of Common Prayer (1552)

Scripture Reading
Read a portion of God’s word: see appendix 3

Prayer of Intercession
As you make your requests to God, pray this prayer:

Almighty God, heavenly Father, we ask you to work in us by 
your Holy Spirit, so that we may rightly know you, and sanc-
tify, glorify, and praise you in all your works, in which shine 
forth your omnipotence, wisdom, goodness, righteousness, 
mercy, and truth. Grant us also that we may so direct our 
whole life—thoughts, words, and deeds—that your name 
is not blasphemed because of us, but honored and praised. 
Amen. Zacharias Ursinus

Further Petition
• Personal
• Church
• World
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Lord’s Prayer
In closing, pray the words that Jesus taught us to pray:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name;
your kingdom come;
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
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Call to Worship
Hear God call you to worship through his word:

The Lord reigns; let the peoples tremble!
He sits enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth quake!
The Lord is great in Zion;

he is exalted over all the peoples.
Let them praise your great and awesome name!

Holy is he! 
Psalm 99:1–3

Adoration
Pray this praise to God:

Dear heavenly Father, praise and thanksgiving be unto you 
that I, miserable man, and though I were a thousand such 
as I am, could not withstand a single devil, yet, by the help 
of your holy angels, I do withstand them. There is in me 
not a drop of wisdom, while the crafty evil one has a whole 
ocean full, yet shall he not know how, nor be able to harm 
me. My foolishness and great weakness put even his wisdom 
and power to shame. For all this, O gracious God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, I owe gratitude unto you alone; 
for it is of your glory that you show forth your wisdom and 
power in my unworthiness, foolishness, and weakness. Amen.  
Martin Luther
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Reading of the Law
Hear God’s law as his will for your life:

Our Lord Jesus said,

Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are those who mourn,
for they shall be comforted.

Blessed are the meek,
for they shall inherit the earth.

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they shall be satisfied.

Blessed are the merciful,
for they shall receive mercy.

Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they shall see God.

Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they shall be called sons of God.

Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Matthew 5:3–10

Confession of Sin
Confess your sins to God:

Dear God, I cast myself at the foot of the cross, bewailing 
my exceeding sinfulness and unprofitableness deeply, most 
deeply aggravated by the infinity of my mercies. I plead your 
precious promises, and earnestly pray to you to shed abroad 
in my heart more love, more humility, more faith, more hope, 
more peace and joy; in short, to fill me with all the fullness 
of God, and make me worthy to be a partaker of the inheri-
tance of the saints in light. Then I shall also be better in all 
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the relations of life in which I am now so defective, and my 
light will shine before men, and I shall adorn the doctrine of 
my Savior in all things. Amen. William Wilberforce

Assurance of Pardon
Receive these words of comfort from God:

Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the 
third day rise from the dead, and that repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all 
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. Luke 24:46–47

Athanasian Creed, Part 1
Confess what you believe about the Christian faith:

Whoever desires to be saved should above all hold to the cath-
olic faith. Anyone who does not keep it whole and unbroken 
will doubtless perish eternally. Now this is the catholic faith:

that we worship one God in Trinity and the Trinity in unity, 
neither confounding their persons nor dividing the essence.

For the person of the Father is a distinct person,
the person of the Son is another,
and that of the Holy Spirit still another.

But the divinity of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit is one, 
the glory equal, the majesty coeternal.

Such as the Father is, such is the Son and such is the 
Holy Spirit.

The Father is uncreated, the Son is uncreated, the Holy 
Spirit is uncreated.

The Father is immeasurable, the Son is immeasurable, 
the Holy Spirit is immeasurable.
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The Father is eternal, the Son is eternal, the Holy Spirit 
is eternal.

And yet there are not three eternal beings; there is but 
one eternal being.

So too there are not three uncreated or immeasurable 
beings;

there is but one uncreated and immeasurable being.
Similarly, the Father is almighty, the Son is almighty, 

the Holy Spirit is almighty.
Yet there are not three almighty beings; there is but one 

almighty being.
Thus, the Father is God, the Son is God, the Holy Spirit 

is God.
Yet there are not three gods; there is but one God.
Thus, the Father is Lord, the Son is Lord, the Holy Spirit 

is Lord.
Yet there are not three lords; there is but one Lord.
Just as Christian truth compels us to confess each person 

individually as both God and Lord,
so catholic religion forbids us to say that there are 

three gods or lords.

Praise
Say or sing this praise to God:

Glory be to the Father
and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit:

As it was in the beginning,
is now and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Gloria Patri
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Catechism
Receive this instruction from one of the church’s catechisms: see appendix 2

Prayer for Illumination
As you read his word, ask God to enlighten your mind and heart:

O, make your Word a swift Word,
passing from the ear to the heart,
from the heart to the lip and conversation;
that, as the rain returns not empty, 
so neither may your Word,
but accomplish that for which it is given. Amen.

George Herbert

Scripture Reading
Read a portion of God’s word: see appendix 3

Prayer of Intercession
As you make your requests to God, pray this prayer:

O God, from you all holy desires, all good counsels, and all 
just works proceed—give to your servants that peace which 
the world cannot give; that both our heart may be set to 
obey your commandments, and also that by you, we, being 
defended from the fear of our enemies, may pass our time 
in rest and quietness, through the merits of Jesus Christ our 
Savior. Amen.  Book of Common Prayer (1552)

Further Petition
• Personal
• Church
• World
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Lord’s Prayer
In closing, pray the words that Jesus taught us to pray:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name;
your kingdom come;
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
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Call to Worship
Hear God call you to worship through his word:

After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no 
one could number, from every nation, from all tribes and 
peoples and languages, standing before the throne and be-
fore the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches 
in their hands, and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation 
belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!”  
Revelation 7:9–10

Adoration
Pray this praise to God:

Praise, O servants of the Lord, praise the name of the Lord. 
Blessed be the name of the Lord from now and forevermore. 
From the rising of the sun to its setting, the name of the 
Lord is highly to be praised. High above all nations the Lord 
is exalted, and his glory above the heavens. Who is like the 
Lord our God, who is dwelling on high and nevertheless he 
comes down to visit what is in heaven and on earth. He raises 
the humble from the dust, and lifts the poor from the filth, 
to make him sit with princes, with the princes of his people. 
He makes the barren woman fruitful, and into a mother who 
rejoices over children. Amen. Heinrich Bullinger
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Reading of the Law
Hear God’s law as his will for your life:

Our Lord said,

As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my 
love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my 
love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and 
abide in his love. These things I have spoken to you, that my 
joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. This is my 
commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 
John 15:9–12

Confession of Sin
Confess your sins to God:

Almighty, eternal God! Forgive us our sin and lead us to eter-
nal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. Ulrich Zwingli

Assurance of Pardon
Receive these words of comfort from God:

When my life was fainting away,
I remembered the Lord,

and my prayer came to you,
into your holy temple.

Those who pay regard to vain idols
forsake their hope of steadfast love.

But I with the voice of thanksgiving
will sacrifice to you;

what I have vowed I will pay.
Salvation belongs to the Lord! Jonah 2:7–9
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Athanasian Creed, Part 2
Confess what you believe about the Christian faith:

Whoever desires to be saved should above all hold to the cath-
olic faith. Anyone who does not keep it whole and unbroken 
will doubtless perish eternally. Now this is the catholic faith:

that we worship one God in Trinity and the Trinity in 
unity, neither confounding their persons nor dividing the 
essence. . . . 

The Father was neither made nor created nor begotten 
from anyone.

The Son was neither made nor created; he was begotten 
from the Father alone.

The Holy Spirit was neither made nor created nor 
begotten;

he proceeds from the Father and the Son.
Accordingly, there is one Father, not three fathers;

there is one Son, not three sons;
there is one Holy Spirit, not three holy spirits.

None in this Trinity is before or after, none is greater or 
smaller;

in their entirety the three persons are coeternal and 
coequal with each other.

So in everything, as was said earlier, the unity in Trinity, 
and the Trinity in unity, is to be worshiped.

Anyone then who desires to be saved should think thus 
about the Trinity.
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Praise
Say or sing this praise to God:

Glory be to the Father
and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit:

As it was in the beginning,
is now and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Gloria Patri

Catechism
Receive this instruction from one of the church’s catechisms: see appendix 2

Prayer for Illumination
As you read his word, ask God to enlighten your mind and heart:

Divine Spirit, illumine to me the words of the Lord.
Show me the wealth of glory that lies beneath the old 

familiar stories.
Teach me the depths of meaning hidden in the songs of Zion.
Raise me to the heights of aspiration that is reached by the 

wings of the prophet.
Lift me to the summit of faith that is trod by the feet of the 

apostle.
Open my eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of 

your law. Amen. George Matheson

Scripture Reading
Read a portion of God’s word: see appendix 3
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Prayer of Intercession
As you make your requests to God, pray this prayer:

O blessed Lord and Savior, you have commanded us to love 
one another—grant us grace that, having received your un-
deserved bounty, we may love every man in you and for you. 
We ask your blessing for all; but especially for the friends 
whom your love has given to us. Love them, O fountain of 
love, and make them to love you with all their heart, with 
all their mind, and with all their soul, that those things 
only which are pleasing to you they may will, and speak, 
and do. And though our prayer is cold, because our charity 
is so little fervent, yet you are so rich in mercy. Measure not 
to them your goodness by the dullness of our devotion; but 
as your kindness surpasses all human affection, so let your 
hearing transcend our prayer. Do to them what is expedient 
for them, according to your will, that they, being always and 
everywhere ruled and protected by you, may attain in the end 
to everlasting life. Amen. Anselm

Further Petition
• Personal
• Church
• World

Lord’s Prayer
In closing, pray the words that Jesus taught us to pray:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name;
your kingdom come;
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
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Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
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Call to Worship
Hear God call you to worship through his word:

It is good to give thanks to the Lord,
to sing praises to your name, O Most High;

to declare your steadfast love in the morning,
and your faithfulness by night,

to the music of the lute and the harp,
to the melody of the lyre.

For you, O Lord, have made me glad by your work;
at the works of your hands I sing for joy. 

Psalm 92:1–4

Adoration
Pray this praise to God:

You, Lord, have become my hope, my comfort, my strength, 
my all! In you does my soul rejoice. The darkness vanished 
from before my eyes, and I beheld you, the sun of righteous-
ness. When I loved darkness, I knew you not, but wandered 
on from night to night. But you led me out of that blindness; 
you took me by the hand and called me to yourself, and now 
I can thank you, and your mighty voice which has penetrated 
to my inmost heart. Amen. Augustine
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Reading of the Law
Hear God’s law as his will for your life:

The words of our Lord Jesus Christ:

Unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and 
Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. . . . 
You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is 
perfect. . . . Beware of practicing your righteousness before 
other people in order to be seen by them, for then you will 
have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. . . . Seek 
first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these 
things will be added to you. . . . So whatever you wish that 
others would do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law 
and the Prophets. Matthew 5:20, 48; 6:1, 33; 7:12

Confession of Sin
Confess your sins to God:

Almighty, everlasting God and Father, we acknowledge and 
confess that we indeed were conceived and born in sin and, 
therefore, inclined to all evil and slow to all good; that we 
unceasingly transgress your holy commandments, and cor-
rupt ourselves more and more. But we are sorry for this and 
desire your grace and help. Therefore, have mercy upon us, 
most gracious and merciful God and Father, through your 
Son our Lord Jesus Christ. Grant to us and increase in us your 
Holy Spirit, so that we may recognize our sin and unrigh-
teousness from the depth of our heart, feel true contrition 
and grief for them, die to them completely, and please you 
wholly in a new, godly life. Amen. Martin Bucer
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Assurance of Pardon
Receive these words of comfort from God:

For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also re-
ceived: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the 
Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third 
day in accordance with the Scriptures. 1 Co rin thi ans 15:3–4

Athanasian Creed, Part 3
Confess what you believe about the Christian faith:

Whoever desires to be saved should above all hold to the cath-
olic faith. Anyone who does not keep it whole and unbroken 
will doubtless perish eternally. Now this is the catholic faith:

that we worship one God in Trinity and the Trinity in 
unity, neither confounding their persons nor dividing the 
essence. . . .

But it is necessary for eternal salvation that one also believe 
in the incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ faithfully.

Now this is the true faith:

that we believe and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ, 
God’s Son,

is both God and man, equally.
He is God from the essence of the Father, begotten 

before time;
and he is man from the essence of his mother, born 

in time;
completely God, completely man, with a rational soul 

and human flesh;
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equal to the Father as regards divinity,
less than the Father as regards humanity.

Although he is God and man, yet Christ is not two, 
but one.

He is one, however, not by his divinity being turned 
into flesh,

but by God’s taking humanity to himself.
He is one, certainly not by the blending of his essence,

but by the unity of his person.
For just as one man is both rational soul and flesh,

so too the one Christ is both God and man.

He suffered for our salvation;
he descended to hell;
he arose from the dead on the third day;
he ascended to heaven;
he is seated at the Father’s right hand;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
At his coming all people will arise bodily and give an 

accounting of their own deeds.
Those who have done good will enter eternal life,

and those who have done evil will enter eternal fire.

This is the catholic faith: that one cannot be saved without 
believing it firmly and faithfully.

Praise
Say or sing this praise to God:

Glory be to the Father
and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit:
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As it was in the beginning,
is now and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Gloria Patri

Catechism
Receive this instruction from one of the church’s catechisms: see appendix 2

Prayer for Illumination
As you read his word, ask God to enlighten your mind and heart:

O heavenly Father, whose law is perfect, converting the 
soul; a sure testimony, giving wisdom to the unlearned, and 
enlightening the eyes—we humbly implore you, through 
your boundless goodness, to enlighten our blind intellect 
by your Holy Spirit, so that we may truly understand and 
profess your law and live according to it. Since it has pleased 
you, most merciful Father, to reveal the mysteries of your 
will only to the little ones; and since you look to him alone 
who is of a humble and contrite spirit, who has reverence 
for your Word, grant us a humble spirit and keep us from 
all fleshly wisdom, which is enmity against you. Bring to 
the right way those who stray from the truth, so that we all 
may unanimously serve you in holiness and righteousness, 
all the days of our life. We ask this from you, most merciful 
Father, in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. Martin Micronius

Scripture Reading
Read a portion of God’s word: see appendix 3
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Prayer of Intercession
As you make your requests to God, pray this prayer:

I ask you, my most gracious God,
preserve me from the cares of this life,

lest I should be too much entangled in them;
and from the many necessities of the body,

lest I should be ensnared by pleasure;
and from whatsoever is an obstacle to the soul,

lest, broken with troubles, I should be overthrown.
Amen. Thomas à Kempis

Further Petition
• Personal
• Church
• World

Lord’s Prayer
In closing, pray the words that Jesus taught us to pray:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name;
your kingdom come;
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
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Call to Worship
Hear God call you to worship through his word:

I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to 
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable 
to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be con-
formed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of 
your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of 
God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. Romans 12:1–2

Adoration
Pray this praise to God:

We praise and honor you, Lord God Almighty, for all your 
mercy and loving-kindness shown to us your people. We 
bless you for the goodness that freely chose us to salvation 
before the world began. We thank you for creating us after 
your own image; for redeeming us, when we were lost, with 
the precious blood of Christ; for sanctifying us by your Spirit 
in the reve la tion and knowledge of your Word; for your help 
and support in our necessities, your fatherly comfort in our 
tribulations; for saving us in the dangers of body and soul, 
and giving us so long a time of repentance. We acknowledge, 
most merciful Father, to have received these benefits from 
your goodness alone, and we implore you to continue to be 
gracious to increase our thankfulness to you, kindling our 
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hearts with pure and fervent love. Help us not to receive your 
Word in vain, but graciously assist us always, in heart, word, 
and deed, to sanctify and worship your holy name; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. A Book of Public Prayer

Reading of the Law
Hear God’s law as his will for your life:

And God spoke all these words, saying,
“I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the 

land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.
You shall have no other gods before me.
You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any 

likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in 
the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 
You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the 
Lord your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of 
the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth 
generation of those who hate me, but showing steadfast 
love to thousands of those who love me and keep my 
commandments.

You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in 
vain, for the Lord will not hold him guiltless who takes 
his name in vain.

Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days 
you shall labor, and do all your work, but the seventh day 
is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do 
any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your male 
servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or the 
sojourner who is within your gates. For in six days the 
Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in 
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them, and rested on the seventh day. Therefore the Lord 
blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.

Honor your father and your mother, that your days may 
be long in the land that the Lord your God is giving you.

You shall not murder.
You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal.
You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall 

not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male servant, or his 
female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that 
is your neighbor’s.” Exodus 20:1–17

Confession of Sin
Confess your sins to God:

O Lord, let not your law be a cursing to our consciences, but 
rather give us grace under this extreme and heavy burden 
of sin, to be fully persuaded, that you by your death have 
taken away all our sins, and fulfilled the law for us, and by 
this means have delivered us from the curse of the law and 
paid our ransom; and then we, being thus fully persuaded, 
may have quiet and settled hearts, and a free conscience, 
and glad desiring wills to forsake this wicked world. Amen.  
Henry Smith

Assurance of Pardon
Receive these words of comfort from God:

I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from 
all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse 
you. And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will 
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put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from 
your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my 
Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and 
be careful to obey my rules. Ezekiel 36:25–27

Nicene Creed
Confess what you believe about the Christian faith:

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and 

invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God;
begotten of the Father before all worlds;
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God;
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 

Father;
by whom all things were made.

Who, for us men and for our salvation,
came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary,
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered and was buried;
and the third day he rose again, according to the 

Scriptures;
and ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of 

the Father;
and he shall come again, with glory, to judge the living 

and the dead;
whose his kingdom shall have no end.
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And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life;
who proceeds from the Father and the Son;
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 

and glorified;
who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
I acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins;
and I look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Praise
Say or sing this praise to God:

Glory be to the Father
and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit:

As it was in the beginning,
is now and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Gloria Patri

Catechism
Receive this instruction from one of the church’s catechisms: see appendix 2

Prayer for Illumination
As you read his word, ask God to enlighten your mind and heart:

Grant, Almighty God, that as you shine on us by your Word, 
we may not be blind at midday, nor willfully seek darkness, 
and thus lull our minds asleep; but may we be roused daily 
by your words, and may we stir up ourselves more and more 
to fear your name and thus present ourselves and all our 
pursuits as a sacrifice to you, that you may peaceably rule, 
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and perpetually dwell in us, until you gather us to your ce-
lestial  habitation, where there is reserved for us eternal rest 
and glory, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. John Calvin

Scripture Reading
Read a portion of God’s word: see appendix 3

Prayer of Intercession
As you make your requests to God, pray this prayer:

God, the protector of all those who trust in you, without 
whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy—increase and mul-
tiply on us your mercy; that you being our ruler and guide, we 
may so pass through things temporal, that we finally lose not 
the things eternal. Grant this, heavenly Father, for the sake 
of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  Book of Common Prayer (1552)

Further Petition
• Personal
• Church
• World

Lord’s Prayer
In closing, pray the words that Jesus taught us to pray:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name;
your kingdom come;
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
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And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
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Call to Worship
Hear God call you to worship through his word:

How lovely is your dwelling place,
O Lord of hosts!

My soul longs, yes, faints
for the courts of the Lord;

my heart and flesh sing for joy
to the living God. 

Psalm 84:1–2

Adoration
Pray this praise to God:

O Lord, God Almighty, you are the creator and governor of the 
world, and have abundantly provided for the various wants 
of your creatures; you have ordered the day and the night to 
succeed each other, and when you have refreshed man with 
sleep, require him to pursue his work until the evening; you 
have also ordained that he shall be born to trouble, and have 
appointed the grave to be the end of all living—we thank 
you, that, while you have thus placed our lot in this life, 
you have not left us without hope in that world which is to 
come. We adore you for the gift of Jesus Christ your Son, by 
whose gospel, life and immortality are brought to light, and 
we are fully instructed in all those things which concern our 
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salvation. We bless you for the pardon of sin, through faith in 
a redeemer; for the guidance of your providence; and for the 
consolations of your Spirit. We thank you for your holy Sab-
baths; for your written Word; and for all the other means of 
grace, which you have entrusted to us. Amen. Henry Thornton

Reading of the Law
Hear God’s law as his will for your life:

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and 
whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. Anyone 
who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 
In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that 
God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live 
through him. In this is love, not that we have loved God but 
that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for 
our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love 
one another. 1 John 4:7–11

Confession of Sin
Confess your sins to God:

O Almighty and merciful Father, you pour your benefits upon 
us—forgive the unthankfulness with which we have requited 
your goodness. We have remained before you with dead and 
senseless hearts, unkindled with love of your gentle and 
enduring goodness. Turn us, O merciful Father, and so shall 
we be turned. Make us with our whole heart to hunger and 
thirst after you, and with all our longing to desire you. Amen. 
Anselm
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Assurance of Pardon
Receive these words of comfort from God:

Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, 
clothed in white robes, and from where have they come?” I 
said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me, “These are the 
ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed 
their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.” 
Revelation 7:13–14

Apostles’ Creed
Confess what you believe about the Christian faith:

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only-begotten Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

Virgin Mary;
suffered under Pontius Pilate;
was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from there he shall come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit;
the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Praise
Say or sing this praise to God:

Glory be to the Father
and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit:

As it was in the beginning,
is now and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Gloria Patri

Catechism
Receive this instruction from one of the church’s catechisms: see appendix 2

Prayer for Illumination
As you read his word, ask God to enlighten your mind and heart:

Almighty, gracious Father, since our whole salvation depends 
on our true understanding of your holy Word, grant that 
our hearts—freed from worldly affairs—may hear and un-
derstand your holy Word with all diligence and faith, so that 
we may rightly discern your gracious will, cherish it, and live 
by it with all earnestness, to your praise and honor, through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. Martin Bucer

Scripture Reading
Read a portion of God’s word: see appendix 3

Prayer of Intercession
As you make your requests to God, pray this prayer:

O Lord, our Savior, you have warned us that you will require 
much of those to whom much is given—grant that we whose 
lot is cast in so goodly a heritage may strive together the more 
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abundantly to extend to others what we so richly enjoy; and 
as we have entered into the labors of other people, so to labor 
that in their turn other people may enter into ours, to the 
fulfillment of your holy will. Amen. Augustine

Further Petition
• Personal
• Church
• World

Lord’s Prayer
In closing, pray the words that Jesus taught us to pray:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name;
your kingdom come;
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
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Call to Worship
Hear God call you to worship through his word:

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all cre-
ation. For by him all things were created, in heaven and on 
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or 
rulers or authorities—all things were created through him 
and for him. And he is before all things, and in him all things 
hold together. And he is the head of the body, the church. He 
is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in every-
thing he might be preeminent. For in him all the fullness of 
God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to 
himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making 
peace by the blood of his cross. Colossians 1:15–20

Adoration
Say or sing this praise to God:

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him all creatures here below;
Praise him above you heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. Doxology
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Reading of the Law
Hear God’s law as his will for your life:

The words of our Lord Jesus Christ:

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first 
commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend 
all the Law and the Prophets. Matthew 22:37–40

Confession of Sin
Confess your sins to God:

Lord, you are our Father and we are but dust and filth;
you are our Creator, and we are the work of your hands;
you are our Shepherd, we are your flock;
you are our Redeemer, we are the people that you have 

purchased;
you are our God, we are your inheritance.

Therefore, do not be angry with us to correct us in your fury.
No longer remember our iniquity to punish it,

but chastise us gently in your kindness.
Your wrath is kindled because of our demerits;

but remember that your name has been pronounced 
over us

and that we bear your mark and standard.
And continue, rather, the work that you have begun in us 

by your grace,
that all the earth might know that you are our God and 

our Savior. Amen. John Calvin
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Assurance of Pardon
Receive these words of comfort from God:

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her

that her warfare is ended,
that her iniquity is pardoned,

that she has received from the Lord’s hand
double for all her sins. Isaiah 40:1–2

Apostles’ Creed
Confess what you believe about the Christian faith:

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only-begotten Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

Virgin Mary;
suffered under Pontius Pilate;
was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from there he shall come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit;
the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints;
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the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Praise
Say or sing this praise to God:

Glory be to God the Father;
Glory be to God the Son;
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one:
As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.
Gloria Patri

Catechism
Receive this instruction from one of the church’s catechisms: see appendix 2

Prayer for Illumination
As you read his word, ask God to enlighten your mind and heart:

Almighty God, and most merciful Father, we humbly sub-
mit ourselves, and fall down before your Majesty, asking 
you from the bottom of our hearts, that this seed of your 
Word now sown among us, may take such deep root, that 
neither the burning heat of persecution cause it to wither, 
nor the thorny cares of this life choke it. But that, as seed 
sown in good ground, it may bring forth thirty, sixty, or a 
hundredfold, as your heavenly wisdom has appointed. Amen.  
Middelburg Liturgy

Scripture Reading
Read a portion of God’s word: see appendix 3



177  •  Day 22

Prayer of Intercession
As you make your requests to God, pray this prayer:

Guide us, O Lord, in all our doings, with your most gra-
cious favor, and further us with your continual help, that 
in all our works begun, continued, and ended in you, we 
may glorify your holy name, and finally, by your mercy, ob-
tain everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
Book of Common Prayer (1552)

Further Petition
• Personal
• Church
• World

Lord’s Prayer
In closing, pray the words that Jesus taught us to pray:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name;
your kingdom come;
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
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Call to Worship
Hear God call you to worship through his word:

O Lord, our Lord,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!

You have set your glory above the heavens.
Out of the mouth of babies and infants,

you have established strength because of your foes,
to still the enemy and the avenger. 

Psalm 8:1–2

Adoration
Pray this praise to God:

O Lord, we desire to adore your name, which is excellent in 
all the earth, and whose glory is above the heavens. You are 
the maker and disposer of all things; and for your sovereign 
pleasure it is that they still exist, and were at first created. 
Your hands have made and fashioned us; and all that we enjoy 
comes from you. As we are the workmanship of your power, 
O make us likewise your spiritual workmanship, created 
anew in Christ Jesus, unto holiness and true righteousness. 
Give proof that you have formed us for yourself, by caus-
ing us to show forth your praise, and by making us to live 
to glory, as we do every day live upon your bounty. Amen.  
Augustus Toplady
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Reading of the Law
Hear God’s law as his will for your life:

Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and 

with all your soul and with all your might.
And these words that I command you today shall be on 

your heart.
You shall teach them diligently to your children,

and shall talk of them when you sit in your house,
and when you walk by the way,
and when you lie down,
and when you rise.

You shall bind them as a sign on your hand,
and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes.

You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and 
on your gates. Deuteronomy 6:4–9

Confession of Sin
Confess your sins to God:

Almighty and most merciful Father, you hate nothing that 
you have made, nor desire the death of a sinner—look down 
with mercy upon me, and grant that I may turn from my 
wickedness and live. Forgive the days and years which I have 
passed in folly, idleness, and sin. Fill me with such sorrow 
for the time misspent, that I may amend my life according 
to your holy Word; strengthen me against habitual idleness, 
and enable me to direct my thoughts to the performance of 
every duty; that while I live I may serve you in the state to 
which you shall call me, and at last by a holy and happy death 
be delivered from the struggles and sorrows of this life, and 
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obtain eternal happiness by your mercy, for the sake of Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. Samuel Johnson

Assurance of Pardon
Receive these words of comfort from God:

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that 
you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate 
with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. He is the propitia-
tion for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins 
of the whole world. 1 John 2:1–2

Nicene Creed
Confess what you believe about the Christian faith:

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and 

invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God;
begotten of the Father before all worlds;
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God;
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 

Father;
by whom all things were made.

Who, for us men and for our salvation,
came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary,
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered and was buried;
and the third day he rose again, according to the 

Scriptures;
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and ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of 
the Father;

and he shall come again, with glory, to judge the living 
and the dead;

whose kingdom shall have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life;
who proceeds from the Father and the Son;
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 

and glorified;
who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
I acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins;
and I look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Praise
Say or sing this praise to God

Glory be to God the Father;
Glory be to God the Son;
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one:
As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.
Gloria Patri

Catechism
Receive this instruction from one of the church’s catechisms: see appendix 2
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Prayer for Illumination
As you read his word, ask God to enlighten your mind and heart:

Blessed Lord, you have caused all Holy Scriptures to be writ-
ten for our learning—grant us that we may in such a way 
hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them; 
that by patience and comfort of your holy Word, we may 
embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting 
life, which you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
Book of Common Prayer (1552)

Scripture Reading
Read a portion of God’s word: see appendix 3

Prayer of Intercession
As you make your requests to God, pray this prayer:

Write your blessed name, O Lord, upon my heart,
there to remain so indelibly engraved,
that no prosperity, no adversity shall ever move me from 

your love.
Be to me a strong tower of defense,

a comforter in tribulation,
a deliverer in distress,
a very present help in trouble,
and a guide to heaven through the many temptations 

and dangers of this life. Amen. Thomas à Kempis

Further Petition
• Personal
• Church
• World
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Lord’s Prayer
In closing, pray the words that Jesus taught us to pray:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name;
your kingdom come;
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
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Call to Worship
Hear God call you to worship through his word:

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the 
excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you 
are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now 
you have received mercy. 1 Peter 2:9–10

Adoration
Pray this praise to God:

I will praise you my God and exalt your name forever. For the 
whole earth is full of your goodness, faithfulness, glory, and 
mercy. Therefore, bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is 
within me, bless his holy name. Who is gracious concerning 
all your transgression and heals all your diseases. The Lord 
is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in 
goodness. He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
nor repay us according to our transgression and according 
to what we deserve. For as high as the heavens are above the 
earth, and as far as it is from the rising of the sun to its setting, 
so far his goodness and mercy surpass all our transgression. 
And as a father shows compassion to his children, so God has 
shown compassion to us. For when we were still in sin and his 
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enemies, he gave us his only Son, so that we may live through 
him. He made his flesh and blood into true food for us, and by 
his death he brought us to eternal life. He is the Lamb of God, 
the reconciliation for our sin, the only and perfect pledge of 
grace. For if God gave us his dear Son, and delivered him unto 
death for us, he will nevermore forsake us, but from then on 
be gracious, faithful, and merciful. Therefore, my mouth and 
heart shall proclaim the praise of the Lord and highly exalt 
him. And all men shall praise his goodness and mercy forever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. Heinrich Bullinger

Reading of the Law
Hear God’s law as his will for your life:

Our Lord Jesus said,

Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are those who mourn,
for they shall be comforted.

Blessed are the meek,
for they shall inherit the earth.

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they shall be satisfied.

Blessed are the merciful,
for they shall receive mercy.

Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they shall see God.

Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they shall be called sons of God.

Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Matthew 5:3–10
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Confession of Sin
Confess your sins to God:

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker of all 
things, Judge of all men, we acknowledge and bewail our 
manifold sins and wickedness, which we from time to time 
most grievously have committed, by thought, word, and 
deed, against your divine Majesty, provoking most justly your 
wrath and indignation against us. We earnestly repent, and 
are heartily sorry for these our misdoings. The remembrance 
of them is grievous to us, the burden of them is intolerable. 
Have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us, most merciful 
Father, for your Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake. Forgive 
us all that is past, and grant that we may ever from now on 
serve and please you in newness of life, to the honor and 
glory of your name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
Book of Common Prayer (1552)

Assurance of Pardon
Receive these words of comfort from God:

Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.

Let me hear joy and gladness;
let the bones that you have broken rejoice.

Hide your face from my sins,
and blot out all my iniquities.

Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me. 

Psalm 51:7–10
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Athanasian Creed, Part 1
Confess what you believe about the Christian faith:

Whoever desires to be saved should above all hold to the cath-
olic faith. Anyone who does not keep it whole and unbroken 
will doubtless perish eternally. Now this is the catholic faith:

that we worship one God in Trinity and the Trinity in unity, 
neither confounding their persons nor dividing the essence.

For the person of the Father is a distinct person,
the person of the Son is another,
and that of the Holy Spirit still another.

But the divinity of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit is one, 
the glory equal, the majesty coeternal.

Such as the Father is, such is the Son and such is the 
Holy Spirit.

The Father is uncreated, the Son is uncreated, the Holy 
Spirit is uncreated.

The Father is immeasurable, the Son is immeasurable, 
the Holy Spirit is immeasurable.

The Father is eternal, the Son is eternal, the Holy Spirit 
is eternal.

And yet there are not three eternal beings; there is but 
one eternal being.

So too there are not three uncreated or immeasurable 
beings;

there is but one uncreated and immeasurable being.
Similarly, the Father is almighty, the Son is almighty, 

the Holy Spirit is almighty.
Yet there are not three almighty beings; there is but one 

almighty being.
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Thus, the Father is God, the Son is God, the Holy Spirit 
is God.

Yet there are not three gods; there is but one God.
Thus, the Father is Lord, the Son is Lord, the Holy Spirit 

is Lord.
Yet there are not three lords; there is but one Lord.
Just as Christian truth compels us to confess each person 

individually as both God and Lord,
so catholic religion forbids us to say that there are 

three gods or lords.

Praise
Say or sing this praise to God:

Glory be to God the Father;
Glory be to God the Son;
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one:
As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.
Gloria Patri

Catechism
Receive this instruction from one of the church’s catechisms: see appendix 2

Prayer for Illumination
As you read his word, ask God to enlighten your mind and heart:

O, make your Word a swift Word,
passing from the ear to the heart,
from the heart to the lip and conversation;
that, as the rain returns not empty,
so neither may your Word,
but accomplish that for which it is given. Amen.

George Herbert
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Scripture Reading
Read a portion of God’s word: see appendix 3

Prayer of Intercession
As you make your requests to God, pray this prayer:

O Lord, take away that which is mine, which is all naught,
and give me that which is yours, which is all good.

You are called Christ: anoint me therefore with your Holy 
Spirit.

You are called a physician: according therefore to your 
name, heal me.

You are called the Son of the living God: according 
therefore to your power, deliver me from the devil, 
the world, the flesh.

You are called the resurrection: lift me up therefore from 
the damnable state wherein I most miserable lie.

You are called the life: quicken me up therefore out of 
this death, wherewith through sin I am most 
grievously detained.

You are called the way: lead me therefore from the vanities 
of this world,

and from the filthy pleasures of the flesh, unto heavenly 
and spiritual things.

You are called the truth: suffer me not therefore to walk in 
the way of error, 

but to tread the path of truth in all my doings.
You are called the light: put away therefore from me the 

works of darkness, 
that I may walk as the child of light in all goodness, 

righteousness, and truth.
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You are called a Savior: save me therefore from my sins, 
according to your name.

You are called Alpha and Omega, that is, both the 
beginning and the end of goodness:

begin therefore a good life in me, and finish the same 
unto the glory of your blessed name. Amen.

Thomas Becon

Further Petition
• Personal
• Church
• World

Lord’s Prayer
In closing, pray the words that Jesus taught us to pray:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name;
your kingdom come;
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
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Call to Worship
Hear God call you to worship through his word:

O give thanks to the Lord; call upon his name;
make known his deeds among the peoples!

Sing to him, sing praises to him;
tell of all his wondrous works!

Glory in his holy name;
let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice!

Seek the Lord and his strength;
seek his presence continually! 

Psalm 105:1–4

Adoration
Pray this praise to God:

O you high and holy One that inhabits eternity, you are 
to be feared and loved by all your servants. All your works 
praise you, O God; and we especially give thanks unto you 
for your marvelous love in Christ Jesus, by whom you have 
reconciled the world to yourself. You have given us exceed-
ing great and precious promises. You have sealed them with 
his blood. You have confirmed them by his resurrection 
and ascension, and the coming of the Holy Spirit. We thank 
you that you have given us so many happy opportunities of 
knowing the truth as it is in Jesus, even the mystery which 
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was hid from ages and generations, but is now revealed to 
them that believe. Amen. John Wesley

Reading of the Law
Hear God’s law as his will for your life:

Our Lord said,

As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my 
love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my 
love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and 
abide in his love. These things I have spoken to you, that my 
joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. This is my 
commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 
John 15:9–12

Confession of Sin
Confess your sins to God:

We have great reason, O Lord, to be humbled before you, on 
account of the coldness and insensibility of our hearts, the 
disorder and irregularity of our lives, and the prevalence of 
worldly affections within us. Too often have we indulged 
the tempers which we ought to have subdued, and have left 
our duty unperformed. O Lord, be merciful to us for your 
Son Jesus Christ’s sake. Produce in us deep repentance, and a 
lively faith in that Savior who has died for our sins, and risen 
again for our justification. Amen. Henry Thornton
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Assurance of Pardon
Receive these words of comfort from God:

For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died 
for the ungodly. For one will scarcely die for a righteous 
person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare 
even to die—but God shows his love for us in that while we 
were still sinners, Christ died for us. Romans 5:6–8

Athanasian Creed, Part 2
Confess what you believe about the Christian faith:

Whoever desires to be saved should above all hold to the cath-
olic faith. Anyone who does not keep it whole and unbroken 
will doubtless perish eternally. Now this is the catholic faith:

that we worship one God in Trinity and the Trinity in 
unity, neither confounding their persons nor dividing the 
essence. . . . 

The Father was neither made nor created nor begotten 
from anyone.

The Son was neither made nor created; he was begotten 
from the Father alone.

The Holy Spirit was neither made nor created nor 
begotten;

he proceeds from the Father and the Son.
Accordingly, there is one Father, not three fathers;

there is one Son, not three sons;
there is one Holy Spirit, not three holy spirits.

None in this Trinity is before or after, none is greater or 
smaller;
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in their entirety the three persons are coeternal and 
coequal with each other.

So in everything, as was said earlier, the unity in Trinity, 
and the Trinity in unity, is to be worshiped.

Anyone then who desires to be saved should think thus 
about the Trinity.

Praise
Say or sing this praise to God:

Glory be to God the Father;
Glory be to God the Son;
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one:
As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.
Gloria Patri

Catechism
Receive this instruction from one of the church’s catechisms: see appendix 2

Prayer for Illumination
As you read his word, ask God to enlighten your mind and heart:

Divine Spirit, illumine to me the words of the Lord.
Show me the wealth of glory that lies beneath the old 

familiar stories.
Teach me the depths of meaning hidden in the songs of Zion.
Raise me to the heights of aspiration that is reached by the 

wings of the prophet.
Lift me to the summit of faith that is trod by the feet of the 

apostle.
Open my eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of 

your law. Amen. George Matheson
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Scripture Reading
Read a portion of God’s word: see appendix 3

Prayer of Intercession
As you make your requests to God, pray this prayer:

Almighty God, whose creation, and the work of whose 
hands we are—grant us to know that we exist and move 
in you alone, so that we may submit ourselves unto you, 
not merely being directed by your secret providence, but 
showing ourselves your willing and obedient followers, as it 
becomes sons. Thus may we endeavor to glorify your name 
in this world, till we arrive at the enjoyment of that blessed 
heritage which is laid up for us in heaven, through Christ 
our Lord. Amen. John Calvin

Further Petition
• Personal
• Church
• World

Lord’s Prayer
In closing, pray the words that Jesus taught us to pray:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name;
your kingdom come;
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
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And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
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Call to Worship
Hear God call you to worship through his word:

He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and trans-
ferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we 
have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. Colossians 1:13–14

Adoration
Pray this praise to God:

If you had not been my shield and defense, innumerable 
evils would have surrounded me and danger would have 
overcome me, that I could not have left my bed and risen in 
health—therefore it becomes me to praise my God. Early do 
I seek you, and in the morning shall my prayer ascend unto 
you, that you would this day preserve me and all mine, from 
the devices and power of the devil, from sin and shame, and 
from all evil. Amen. Johann Habermann

Reading of the Law
Hear God’s law as his will for your life:

The words of our Lord Jesus Christ:

Unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and 
Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. . . . 
You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is 
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perfect. . . . Beware of practicing your righteousness before 
other people in order to be seen by them, for then you will 
have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. . . . Seek 
first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these 
things will be added to you. . . . So whatever you wish that 
others would do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law 
and the Prophets. Matthew 5:20, 48; 6:1, 33; 7:12

Confession of Sin
Confess your sins to God:

O Lord, our heavenly Father, seeing you are our Maker, and 
we are the workmanship of your hands; seeing you are our 
Pastor, and we your flock; seeing also that you are our Re-
deemer, and we are the people whom you have bought; 
finally, because you are our God, and we are your chosen 
inheritance—let not your anger be kindled against us, that 
you should punish us in your wrath, neither remember our 
wickedness so as to take vengeance for it, but rather chastise 
us according to your mercy. We confess, O Lord, that our 
misdeeds have inflamed your wrath against us, yet consid-
ering that by your grace we call upon your name, and make 
profession of your truth—maintain, we ask you, the work 
that you have begun in us, to the end that all the world may 
know that you are our God and Savior. You know that those 
you have destroyed and brought to confusion, do not set 
forth your praises, but the heavy souls, the humble hearts, the 
consciences oppressed and laden with the grievous burden 
of their sins, and therefore thirst after your grace, they shall 
set forth your praise and glory. Amen. Middelburg Liturgy
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Assurance of Pardon
Receive these words of comfort from God:

Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion;
shout, O Israel!

Rejoice and exult with all your heart,
O daughter of Jerusalem!

The Lord has taken away the judgments against you;
he has cleared away your enemies.

The King of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst;
you shall never again fear evil. Zephaniah 3:14–15

Athanasian Creed, Part 3
Confess what you believe about the Christian faith:

Whoever desires to be saved should above all hold to the cath-
olic faith. Anyone who does not keep it whole and unbroken 
will doubtless perish eternally. Now this is the catholic faith:

that we worship one God in Trinity and the Trinity in 
unity, neither confounding their persons nor dividing the 
essence. . . .

But it is necessary for eternal salvation that one also believe 
in the incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ faithfully.

Now this is the true faith:

that we believe and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ, 
God’s Son,

is both God and man, equally.
He is God from the essence of the Father, begotten 

before time;
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and he is man from the essence of his mother, born 
in time;

completely God, completely man, with a rational soul 
and human flesh;

equal to the Father as regards divinity,
less than the Father as regards humanity.

Although he is God and man, yet Christ is not two, 
but one.

He is one, however, not by his divinity being turned 
into flesh,

but by God’s taking humanity to himself.
He is one, certainly not by the blending of his essence,

but by the unity of his person.
For just as one man is both rational soul and flesh,

so too the one Christ is both God and man.

He suffered for our salvation;
he descended to hell;
he arose from the dead on the third day;
he ascended to heaven;
he is seated at the Father’s right hand;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
At his coming all people will arise bodily and give an 

accounting of their own deeds.
Those who have done good will enter eternal life,

and those who have done evil will enter eternal fire.

This is the catholic faith: that one cannot be saved without 
believing it firmly and faithfully.
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Praise
Say or sing this praise to God:

Glory be to God the Father;
Glory be to God the Son;
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one:
As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.
Gloria Patri

Catechism
Receive this instruction from one of the church’s catechisms: see appendix 2

Prayer for Illumination
As you read his word, ask God to enlighten your mind and heart:

O heavenly Father, whose law is perfect, converting the 
soul; a sure testimony, giving wisdom to the unlearned, and 
enlightening the eyes—we humbly implore you, through 
your boundless goodness, to enlighten our blind intellect 
by your Holy Spirit, so that we may truly understand and 
profess your law and live according to it. Since it has pleased 
you, most merciful Father, to reveal the mysteries of your 
will only to the little ones; and since you look to him alone 
who is of a humble and contrite spirit, who has reverence 
for your Word, grant us a humble spirit and keep us from 
all fleshly wisdom, which is enmity against you. Bring to 
the right way those who stray from the truth, so that we all 
may unanimously serve you in holiness and righteousness, 
all the days of our life. We ask this from you, most merciful 
Father, in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. Martin Micronius
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Scripture Reading
Read a portion of God’s word: see appendix 3

Prayer of Intercession
As you make your requests to God, pray this prayer:

O Almighty God, Father and Lord of all creatures, you have 
disposed all things and all chances so as may best glorify 
your wisdom, and serve the ends of your justice, and mag-
nify your mercy, by secret and undiscernible ways bringing 
out of evil—I most humbly implore you to give me wisdom 
from above, that I may adore you, and admire your ways and 
footsteps, which are in the great deep and not to be searched 
out; teach me to submit to your providence in all things, to 
be content in all changes of persons and condition; to be 
temperate in prosperity, and to read my duty in the lines 
of your mercy; and in adversity to be meek, patient, and 
resigned; and to look through the cloud, that I may wait for 
consolation of the Lord, and the day of redemption; in the 
meantime doing my duty with an unwearied diligence and 
an undisturbed resolution, having no fondness for the vani-
ties or possessions of this world, but laying up my hopes in 
heaven, and being strengthened with the spirit of the inner 
man, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. Jeremy Taylor

Further Petition
• Personal
• Church
• World
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Lord’s Prayer
In closing, pray the words that Jesus taught us to pray:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name;
your kingdom come;
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
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Call to Worship
Hear God call you to worship through his word:

Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you!

Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,
for you judge the peoples with equity
and guide the nations upon earth. Selah.

Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you! 

Psalm 67:3–5

Adoration
Pray this praise to God:

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands. Serve the Lord with glad-
ness, and come before his presence with a song. Be sure that 
the Lord is God. It is he that made us, and not we ourselves; 
we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. O go your 
way into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts 
with praise. Be thankful to him, and speak good of his name. 
For the Lord is gracious, his mercy is everlasting; and his 
truth endures from generation to generation. Glory be to 
the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was 
in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without 
end. Amen. Book of Common Prayer (1552)
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Reading of the Law
Hear God’s law as his will for your life:

And God spoke all these words, saying,
“I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the 

land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.
You shall have no other gods before me.
You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any 

likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in 
the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 
You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the 
Lord your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of 
the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth 
generation of those who hate me, but showing steadfast 
love to thousands of those who love me and keep my 
commandments.

You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in 
vain, for the Lord will not hold him guiltless who takes 
his name in vain.

Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days 
you shall labor, and do all your work, but the seventh day 
is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do 
any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your male 
servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or the 
sojourner who is within your gates. For in six days the 
Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in 
them, and rested on the seventh day. Therefore the Lord 
blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.

Honor your father and your mother, that your days may 
be long in the land that the Lord your God is giving you.

You shall not murder.
You shall not commit adultery.
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You shall not steal.
You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall 

not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male servant, or his 
female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that 
is your neighbor’s.” Exodus 20:1–17

Confession of Sin
Confess your sins to God:

O Father, receive again the thing which you have created.
O Son, receive the thing which you have governed.
O Holy Spirit, fetch the thing which you so bountifully 

have preserved.
Three persons and one very God, I entreat you:  

remember not my offenses forever.
For I cry, Lord God and Father, mercy.
Lord God Son, mercy.
Lord God Holy Spirit, mercy. Amen. Martin Luther

Assurance of Pardon
Receive these words of comfort from God:

But far be it from me to boast except in the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and 
I to the world. For neither circumcision counts for anything, 
nor uncircumcision, but a new creation. And as for all who 
walk by this rule, peace and mercy be upon them, and upon 
the Israel of God. Galatians 6:14–16
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Nicene Creed
Confess what you believe about the Christian faith:

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and 

invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God;
begotten of the Father before all worlds;
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God;
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 

Father;
by whom all things were made.

Who, for us men and for our salvation,
came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary,
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered and was buried;
and the third day he rose again, according to the 

Scriptures;
and ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of 

the Father;
and he shall come again, with glory, to judge the living 

and the dead;
whose his kingdom shall have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life;
who proceeds from the Father and the Son;
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 

and glorified;
who spoke by the prophets.
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And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
I acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins;
and I look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Praise
Say or sing this praise to God:

Glory be to God the Father;
Glory be to God the Son;
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one:
As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.
Gloria Patri

Catechism
Receive this instruction from one of the church’s catechisms: see appendix 2

Prayer for Illumination
As you read his word, ask God to enlighten your mind and heart:

Grant, Almighty God, that as you shine on us by your Word, 
we may not be blind at midday, nor willfully seek darkness, 
and thus lull our minds asleep; but may we be roused daily 
by your words, and may we stir up ourselves more and more 
to fear your name and thus present ourselves and all our 
pursuits as a sacrifice to you, that you may peaceably rule, 
and perpetually dwell in us, until you gather us to your ce-
lestial habitation, where there is reserved for us eternal rest 
and glory, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. John Calvin

Scripture Reading
Read a portion of God’s word: see appendix 3
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Prayer of Intercession
As you make your requests to God, pray this prayer:

Restore my soul, O God. There are green pastures around me 
for which my eye has no lens; there are quiet waters beside me 
for which my ear has no chord; restore my soul. The path on 
which I go is already the path of your righteousness; open my 
eyes, that I may behold its windows. The place I call dreadful 
is even now the house of the Lord; the heavens shall cease to 
hide you when you have restored my soul. May I be content to 
know that your goodness and mercy shall follow me without 
waiting to see them in advance of me. Amen. George Matheson

Further Petition
• Personal
• Church
• World

Lord’s Prayer
In closing, pray the words that Jesus taught us to pray:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name;
your kingdom come;
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
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Call to Worship
Hear God call you to worship through his word:

Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that can-
not be shaken, and thus let us offer to God acceptable wor-
ship, with reverence and awe, for our God is a consuming fire. 
Hebrews 12:28–29

Adoration
Pray this praise to God:

We bless your name, O Lord, as those that are redeemed from 
death and hell! As those who are advanced to the dignity of 
sons! As those whom you save from all their enemies, but 
especially from ourselves, and from our sins. We bless your 
name, as those who are entering into glory, and hope to 
be with Christ forever, where sin and sorrow, enemies and 
fears, shall be shut out, and shall molest our souls no more 
forever! We foresee, by faith, that happy day! We see, by faith, 
the New Jerusalem! The innumerable angels! The perfected 
spirits of the just! Their glorious light! Their flaming love! 
Their perfect harmony! We hear, by faith, their joyful songs 
of thanks and praise. Lately they were as low and sad as we; 
in sins and sorrows, in manifold weaknesses, sufferings, and 
fears! But by faith and patience, they have overcome! And in 
faith and patience we desire to follow our Lord and them! 
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The time is near! This flesh will quickly turn to dust, and our 
delivered souls shall come to you! Our life is short, and our 
sins and sorrows will be short! Then we shall have sight! We 
shall no more groan and cry out in darkness, O that we could 
know the Lord! Then shall we love you with pure, unmixed, 
perfect love, and need no more to groan and cry. O that our 
souls were inflamed with your love! Then shall we praise you 
with thankful cheerful readiness and joy, which will exceed 
our present apprehensions and desires! Amen. Richard Baxter

Reading of the Law
Hear God’s law as his will for your life:

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and 
whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. Anyone 
who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 
In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that 
God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live 
through him. In this is love, not that we have loved God but 
that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for 
our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love 
one another. 1 John 4:7–11

Confession of Sin
Confess your sins to God:

O you plenteous source of every good and perfect gift, shed 
abroad the cheering light of your sevenfold grace over our 
hearts. Yes, Spirit of love and gentleness, we most humbly im-
plore your assistance. You know our faults, our failings, our 
necessities, the dullness of our understanding, the wayward-
ness of our affections, the perverseness of our will. When, 
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therefore, we neglect to practice what we know, visit us, we 
ask you, with your grace; enlighten our minds, rectify our 
desires, correct our wanderings, and pardon our omissions, 
so that by your guidance we may be preserved from making 
shipwreck of faith, and keep a good conscience, and may at 
length be landed safe in the haven of eternal rest; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. Anselm

Assurance of Pardon
Receive these words of comfort from God:

Seek the Lord while he may be found;
call upon him while he is near;

let the wicked forsake his way,
and the unrighteous man his thoughts;

let him return to the Lord, that he may have compassion 
on him,

and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
For my thoughts are not your thoughts,

neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lord.
For as the heavens are higher than the earth,

so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts. Isaiah 55:6–9

Apostles’ Creed
Confess what you believe about the Christian faith:

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only-begotten Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

Virgin Mary;
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suffered under Pontius Pilate;
was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from there he shall come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit;
the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Praise
Say or sing this praise to God:

Glory be to God the Father;
Glory be to God the Son;
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one:
As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.
Gloria Patri

Catechism
Receive this instruction from one of the church’s catechisms: see appendix 2

Prayer for Illumination
As you read his word, ask God to enlighten your mind and heart:

Almighty, gracious Father, since our whole salvation depends 
on our true understanding of your holy Word, grant that 
our hearts—freed from worldly affairs—may hear and un-
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derstand your holy Word with all diligence and faith, so that 
we may rightly discern your gracious will, cherish it, and live 
by it with all earnestness, to your praise and honor, through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. Martin Bucer

Scripture Reading
Read a portion of God’s word: see appendix 3

Prayer of Intercession
As you make your requests to God, pray this prayer:

O Lord, our heavenly Father, Almighty and everlasting 
God, you have safely brought us to the beginning of this 
day—defend us in the same with your mighty power, and 
grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into 
any kind of danger; but that all our doings may be or-
dered by your governance, to do always that which is righ-
teous in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
Book of Common Prayer (1552)

Further Petition
• Personal
• Church
• World

Lord’s Prayer
In closing, pray the words that Jesus taught us to pray:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name;
your kingdom come;
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
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Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
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Call to Worship
Hear God call you to worship through his word:

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good,
for his steadfast love endures forever.

Give thanks to the God of gods,
for his steadfast love endures forever.

Give thanks to the Lord of lords,
for his steadfast love endures forever. 

Psalm 136:1–3

Adoration
Say or sing this praise to God:

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him all creatures here below;
Praise him above you heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. Doxology

Reading of the Law
Hear God’s law as his will for your life:

The words of our Lord Jesus Christ:

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first 
commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your 
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neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend 
all the Law and the Prophets. Matthew 22:37–40

Confession of Sin
Confess your sins to God:

Almighty, merciful God, we acknowledge for ourselves and 
we confess before you that which is the truth; namely, that if 
you decided to consider our merits and worthiness, we would 
not be worthy to lift our eyes to heaven and bring our prayer 
before you. For our consciences accuse us and our sins testify 
against us. We also know that you are a righteous Judge, who 
punishes the sins of those who transgress your command-
ments. But, O Lord, since you commanded us to call upon you 
in every affliction, and promised in your unspeakable mercy 
to hear our prayers, not for the sake of our merits—of which 
there are none—but for the sake of the merits of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, whom you have set forth as our Mediator and 
Advocate, so we forsake all other help and take our refuge to 
your mercy alone. Amen. Peter Dathenus

Assurance of Pardon
Receive these words of comfort from God:

But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the 
Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of 
David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, 
and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people 
from their sins.” Matthew 1:20–21
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Apostles’ Creed
Confess what you believe about the Christian faith:

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only-begotten Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

Virgin Mary;
suffered under Pontius Pilate;
was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from there he shall come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit;
the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Praise
Say or sing this praise to God:

Glory be to the Father
and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit:

As it was in the beginning,
is now and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Gloria Patri
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Catechism
Receive this instruction from one of the church’s catechisms: see appendix 2

Prayer for Illumination
As you read his word, ask God to enlighten your mind and heart:

Almighty God, and most merciful Father, we humbly sub-
mit ourselves, and fall down before your Majesty, asking 
you from the bottom of our hearts, that this seed of your 
Word now sown among us, may take such deep root, that 
neither the burning heat of persecution cause it to wither, 
nor the thorny cares of this life choke it. But that, as seed 
sown in good ground, it may bring forth thirty, sixty, or a 
hundredfold, as your heavenly wisdom has appointed. Amen. 
Middelburg Liturgy

Scripture Reading
Read a portion of God’s word: see appendix 3

Prayer of Intercession
As you make your requests to God, pray this prayer:

Lord Jesus, you are the second and new Adam—clothe me 
with yourself, that I put away all evil desires and lusts, and 
crucify and slay in me the dominion of the flesh. Be unto 
me a strong garment against the icy coldness of this world, 
that I may be preserved and warmed by you. Without you, all 
things droop, decay, and die, but in you we live safe, strong, 
and mighty. As now I cover my body with these garments, 
so, O Lord, cover and clothe me with yourself, especially my 
soul, for you are the garment of my salvation and the cloak 
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of my righteousness. And unto you be glory and honor and 
praise. Amen. Wilhelm Loehe

Further Petition
• Personal
• Church
• World

Lord’s Prayer
In closing, pray the words that Jesus taught us to pray:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name;
your kingdom come;
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
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Call to Worship
Hear God call you to worship through his word:

I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures 
and the elders the voice of many angels, numbering myriads 
of myriads and thousands of thousands, saying with a loud 
voice, “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power 
and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and 
blessing!” And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth 
and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, 
saying, “To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be 
blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!” 
Revelation 5:11–13

Adoration
Pray this praise to God:

Kindness flows from you, Lord, pure and continual. You had 
cast us off, as was only just, but mercifully you forgave us; 
you hated us and you were reconciled to us, you cursed us 
and you blessed us; you banished us from paradise, and you 
called us back again; you took from us the fig leaves that had 
made us so unseemly a garment, and you put on us a cloak 
of great value; you opened the prison gates and gave the 
condemned a pardon; you sprinkled us with clean water and 
washed away the dirt.
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Never again, after all this, will Adam blush when you 
call him, never will he try to hide because his conscience 
reproaches him, never will he seek concealment under the 
trees in the garden. The flaming sword will nevermore whirl 
about the walls of paradise and cut off the entrance from 
those who approach it.

For us that were heirs to his sin, all has been changed to 
rejoicing; for man now has access to paradise and even to 
heaven itself. The whole creation, heaven and earth, is at 
one again in friendship, its former differences forgotten; 
men join their voices with the angels and echo the angels’ 
praise of God. . . . 

There is no doubt who it is that dresses the bride in her 
finery: it is, of course, Christ—he that is and was and will be. 
Blessed is he, now and throughout the ages. Amen.
Gregory of Nyssa

Reading of the Law
Hear God’s law as his will for your life:

Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and 

with all your soul and with all your might.
And these words that I command you today shall be on 

your heart.
You shall teach them diligently to your children,

and shall talk of them when you sit in your house,
and when you walk by the way,
and when you lie down,
and when you rise.

You shall bind them as a sign on your hand,
and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes.
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You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and 
on your gates. Deuteronomy 6:4–9

Confession of Sin
Confess your sins to God:

I pray you heartily to look upon me with the eyes of your 
mercy, as you did look upon the evildoer, who was hanged 
upon the cross beside you, and did open his heart that he 
confessed his sins; and he was mightily afraid of them, but 
yet despaired not, but confessed and desired your grace and 
mercy which you gave to him willing and plentifully. .  .  . 
Therefore, dear God and merciful Father, will I strengthen 
myself so much and more, and doubt nothing thereof. Amen.  
Martin Luther

Assurance of Pardon
Receive these words of comfort from God:

I acknowledged my sin to you,
and I did not cover my iniquity;

I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,”
and you forgave the iniquity of my sin. Selah. 

Psalm 32:5

Nicene Creed
Confess what you believe about the Christian faith:

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and 

invisible.
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And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God;
begotten of the Father before all worlds;
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God;
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 

Father;
by whom all things were made.

Who, for us men and for our salvation,
came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary,
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered and was buried;
and the third day he rose again, according to the 

Scriptures;
and ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of 

the Father;
and he shall come again, with glory, to judge the living 

and the dead;
whose kingdom shall have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life;
who proceeds from the Father and the Son;
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 

and glorified;
who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
I acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins;
and I look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Praise
Say or sing this praise to God:

Glory be to God the Father;
Glory be to God the Son;
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one:
As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.
Gloria Patri

Catechism
Receive this instruction from one of the church’s catechisms: see appendix 2

Prayer for Illumination
As you read his word, ask God to enlighten your mind and heart:

Blessed Lord, you have caused all Holy Scriptures to be writ-
ten for our learning—grant us that we may in such a way 
hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them; that 
by patience and comfort of your holy Word, we may em-
brace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, 
which you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  
Book of Common Prayer (1552)

Scripture Reading
Read a portion of God’s word: see appendix 3

Prayer of Intercession
As you make your requests to God, pray this prayer:

Be light to our darkness, wisdom to our folly, and manifest 
your strength in our weakness. Remember us according to 
the favor which you bear to your own people; stir us up to 
seek your face, and to lay hold on your cove nant; and make 
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us find that it is indeed good for us to draw nigh unto you, 
and to wait upon you in and through the name and mer-
its of Jesus Christ, our only mediator and advocate. Amen.  
Augustus Toplady

Further Petition
• Personal
• Church
• World

Lord’s Prayer
In closing, pray the words that Jesus taught us to pray:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name;
your kingdom come;
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
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Call to Worship
Hear God call you to worship through his word:

Whom have I in heaven but you?
And there is nothing on earth that I desire besides you.

My flesh and my heart may fail,
but God is the strength of my heart and my portion 

forever. 
Psalm 73:25–26

Adoration
Pray this praise to God:

Lord, what is my confidence which I have in this life? Is it not 
you, O Lord, my God, whose mercies are without number? 
Where has it ever been well with me without you, or where 
could it be ill with me, when you were present? I rather 
choose to be a pilgrim on earth, than without you to possess 
heaven. Where you are, there is heaven; and where you are 
not, there is death and hell. There is none that can help me in 
my necessities, but only you, my God; you are my hope, you 
my confidence. Although you expose me to diverse tempta-
tions and adversities, yet you order all this to my advantage; 
in which trial of me you ought no less to be loved and praised, 
than if you did fill me full of heavenly consolations. Amen.  
Thomas à Kempis
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Reading of the Law
Hear God’s law as his will for your life:

Our Lord Jesus said,

Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are those who mourn,
for they shall be comforted.

Blessed are the meek,
for they shall inherit the earth.

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they shall be satisfied.

Blessed are the merciful,
for they shall receive mercy.

Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they shall see God.

Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they shall be called sons of God.

Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Matthew 5:3–10

Confession of Sin
Confess your sins to God:

I, a poor sinner, confess before you, my God and Creator, that 
I have sinned gravely and in various ways against you, not 
only with outward gross sins, but much more with internal, 
innate blindness, unbelief, doubts, faintheartedness, impa-
tience, pride, evil greed, secret envy, hatred and jealousy, as 
well as other evil emotions. You, my Lord and God, recognize 
this in me very well, but sadly I cannot recognize them suf-
ficiently. I feel sorrow and regret for them and wholeheart-
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edly desire grace through your dear Son Jesus Christ. Amen.  
Zacharias Ursinus

Assurance of Pardon
Receive these words of comfort from God:

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize 
with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been 
tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us then with confi-
dence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive 
mercy and find grace to help in time of need. Hebrews 4:15–16

Athanasian Creed
Confess what you believe about the Christian faith:

Whoever desires to be saved should above all hold to the cath-
olic faith. Anyone who does not keep it whole and unbroken 
will doubtless perish eternally. Now this is the catholic faith:

that we worship one God in Trinity and the Trinity in unity,
neither confounding their persons nor dividing the essence.

For the person of the Father is a distinct person,
the person of the Son is another,
and that of the Holy Spirit still another.

But the divinity of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit is one, 
the glory equal, the majesty coeternal.

Such as the Father is, such is the Son and such is the 
Holy Spirit.

The Father is uncreated, the Son is uncreated, the Holy 
Spirit is uncreated.

The Father is immeasurable, the Son is immeasurable, 
the Holy Spirit is immeasurable.
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The Father is eternal, the Son is eternal, the Holy Spirit 
is eternal.

And yet there are not three eternal beings; there is but 
one eternal being.

So too there are not three uncreated or immeasurable 
beings;

there is but one uncreated and immeasurable being.
Similarly, the Father is almighty, the Son is almighty, 

the Holy Spirit is almighty.
Yet there are not three almighty beings; there is but one 

almighty being.
Thus, the Father is God, the Son is God, the Holy Spirit 

is God.
Yet there are not three gods; there is but one God.
Thus, the Father is Lord, the Son is Lord, the Holy Spirit 

is Lord.
Yet there are not three lords; there is but one Lord.
Just as Christian truth compels us to confess each person 

individually as both God and Lord,
so catholic religion forbids us to say that there are 

three gods or lords.

The Father was neither made nor created nor begotten 
from anyone.

The Son was neither made nor created; he was begotten 
from the Father alone.

The Holy Spirit was neither made nor created nor 
begotten;

he proceeds from the Father and the Son.
Accordingly, there is one Father, not three fathers;

there is one Son, not three sons;
there is one Holy Spirit, not three holy spirits.
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None in this Trinity is before or after, none is greater or 
smaller;

in their entirety the three persons are coeternal and 
coequal with each other.

So in everything, as was said earlier, the unity in Trinity, 
and the Trinity in unity, is to be worshiped.

Anyone then who desires to be saved should think thus 
about the Trinity.

But it is necessary for eternal salvation that one also believe 
in the incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ faithfully.

Now this is the true faith:

that we believe and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ, 
God’s Son,

is both God and man, equally.
He is God from the essence of the Father, begotten 

before time;
and he is man from the essence of his mother, born 

in time;
completely God, completely man, with a rational soul 

and human flesh;
equal to the Father as regards divinity,
less than the Father as regards humanity.

Although he is God and man, yet Christ is not two, 
but one.

He is one, however, not by his divinity being turned 
into flesh,

but by God’s taking humanity to himself.
He is one, certainly not by the blending of his essence,

but by the unity of his person.
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For just as one man is both rational soul and flesh,
so too the one Christ is both God and man.

He suffered for our salvation;
he descended to hell;
he arose from the dead on the third day;
he ascended to heaven;
he is seated at the Father’s right hand;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
At his coming all people will arise bodily and give an 

accounting of their own deeds.
Those who have done good will enter eternal life,

and those who have done evil will enter eternal fire.

This is the catholic faith: that one cannot be saved without 
believing it firmly and faithfully.

Praise
Say or sing this praise to God:

Glory be to the Father
and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit:

As it was in the beginning,
is now and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Gloria Patri

Catechism
Receive this instruction from one of the church’s catechisms: see appendix 2
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Prayer for Illumination
As you read his word, ask God to enlighten your mind and heart:

O, make your Word a swift Word,
passing from the ear to the heart,
from the heart to the lip and conversation;
that, as the rain returns not empty, 
so neither may your Word,
but accomplish that for which it is given. Amen.

George Herbert

Scripture Reading
Read a portion of God’s word: see appendix 3

Prayer of Intercession
As you make your requests to God, pray this prayer:

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready 
to hear than we are to pray, and you are willing to give more 
than either we desire or deserve—pour down upon us the 
abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which 
our consciences are afraid, and giving to us that which our 
prayers dare not presume to ask; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. Book of Common Prayer (1552)

Further Petition
• Personal
• Church
• World
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Lord’s Prayer
In closing, pray the words that Jesus taught us to pray:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name;
your kingdom come;
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
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Appendix 1

Musical Tunes for Doxology 
and Gloria Patri (two versions)

Doxology
Words:

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him all creatures here below;
Praise him above you heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Tune: Old Hundredth or Tallis’s Canon

Gloria Patri (Traditional)
Words:

Glory be to the Father
and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit:

As it was in the beginning,
is now and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.

Tune: Gloria Patri (Greatorex)
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Gloria Patri (Alternative)
Words:

Glory be to God the Father;
Glory be to God the Son;
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one:
As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.

Tune: Regent Square
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Appendix 2

Heidelberg Catechism (1563)  
and Westminster Shorter 

Catechism (1647)

Heidelberg Catechism (1563)
Lord’s Day 1

1. What is your only comfort in life and in death?
That I am not my own, but belong—body and soul, in life 
and in death—to my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ.

He has fully paid for all my sins with his precious blood, 
and has delivered me from the tyranny of the devil. He also 
watches over me in such a way that not a hair can fall from 
my head without the will of my Father in heaven; in fact, all 
things must work together for my salvation.

Because I belong to him, Christ, by his Holy Spirit, also 
assures me of eternal life and makes me wholeheartedly will-
ing and ready from now on to live for him.

2. How many things must you know to live and die in the joy of this comfort?
Three: first, how great my sin and misery are; second, how 
I am delivered from all my sins and misery; third, how I am 
to thank God for such deliverance.
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Lord’s Day 2

3. How do you come to know your misery?
The law of God tells me.

4. What does God’s law require of us?
Christ teaches us this in summary in Matthew 22:37–40: “‘You 
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ 
This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second 
is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these 
two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.”

5. Can you live up to all this perfectly?
No. I am inclined by nature to hate God and my neighbor.

Lord’s Day 3

6. Did God create man so wicked and perverse?
No. God created man good and in his own image, that is, in 
true righteousness and holiness, so that he might truly know 
God his creator, love him with all his heart, and live with God 
in eternal happiness, for his praise and glory.

7. Then where does man’s corrupt nature come from?
From the fall and disobedience of our first parents, Adam and 
Eve, in Paradise. This fall has so poisoned our nature that we 
are all conceived and born in sin.

8. But are we so corrupt that we are totally unable to do any good and 
inclined toward all evil?
Yes, unless we are born again by the Spirit of God.
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Lord’s Day 4

9. But doesn’t God do man an injustice by requiring in his law what man 
is unable to do?
No, God created man with the ability to keep the law. Man, 
however, at the instigation of the devil, in willful disobedi-
ence, robbed himself and all his descendants of these gifts.

10. Will God permit such disobedience and rebellion to go unpunished?
Certainly not. He is terribly angry with the sin we are born 
with as well as our actual sins. God will punish them by a 
just judgment both now and in eternity, having declared: 
“Cursed is everyone who does not observe and obey all the 
things written in the book of the law.”

11. But isn’t God also merciful?
God is certainly merciful, but he is also just. His justice de-
mands that sin, committed against his supreme majesty, be 
punished with the supreme penalty—eternal punishment 
of body and soul.

Lord’s Day 5

12. According to God’s righteous judgment we deserve punishment both 
now and in eternity: how then can we escape this punishment and return 
to God’s favor?
God requires that his justice be satisfied. Therefore the claims 
of this justice must be paid in full, either by ourselves or by 
another.

13. Can we make this payment ourselves?
Certainly not. Actually, we increase our debt every day.
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14. Can another creature—any at all—pay this debt for us?
No. To begin with, God will not punish any other creature 
for what a human is guilty of. Furthermore, no mere creature 
can bear the weight of God’s eternal wrath against sin and 
deliver others from it.

15. What kind of mediator and deliverer should we look for then?
One who is a true and righteous man, yet more powerful than 
all creatures, that is, one who is also true God.

Lord’s Day 6

16. Why must the mediator be a true and righteous man?
Because God’s justice requires that human nature, which 
has sinned, must pay for its sin; but a sinner could never 
pay for others.

17. Why must he also be true God?
So that, by the power of his divinity, he might bear in his 
humanity the weight of God’s wrath, and earn for us and 
restore to us righteousness and life.

18. Then who is this mediator—true God and at the same time a true and 
righteous man?
Our Lord Jesus Christ, who was given to us for our complete 
deliverance and righteousness.

19. How do you come to know this?
The holy gospel tells me. God himself began to reveal the 
gospel already in Paradise; later, he proclaimed it by the holy 
patriarchs and prophets and foreshadowed it by the sacrifices 
and other ceremonies of the law; and finally he fulfilled it 
through his own beloved Son.
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Lord’s Day 7

20. Are all people then saved through Christ just as they were lost through 
Adam?
No. Only those are saved who through true faith are grafted 
into Christ and accept all his benefits.

21. What is true faith?
True faith is not only a sure knowledge by which I hold as 
true all that God has revealed to us in his Word; it is also a 
wholehearted trust, which the Holy Spirit works in me by 
the gospel, that God has freely granted, not only to others 
but to me also, forgiveness of sins, eternal righteousness, 
and salvation.

These gifts are purely of grace, only because of Christ’s 
merit.

22. What then must a Christian believe?
All that is promised us in the gospel, a summary of which 
is taught us in the articles of our catholic and undoubted 
Christian faith.

23. What are these articles?
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven 
and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only begotten Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 
Mary; suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again 
from the dead; he ascended to heaven, and sits at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; from there he will come 
to judge the living and the dead.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic church; the 
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection 
of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

Lord’s Day 8

24. How are these articles divided?
Into three parts: God the Father and our creation; God the 
Son and our deliverance; and God the Holy Spirit and our 
sanctification.

25. Since there is only one divine being, why do you speak of three: Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit?
Because that is how God has revealed himself in his Word: 
these three distinct persons are one, true, eternal God.

Lord’s Day 9

26. What do you believe when you say, “I believe in God, the Father Al-
mighty, Creator of heaven and earth”?
That the eternal Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who out of 
nothing created heaven and earth and everything in them, 
who still upholds and rules them by his eternal counsel and 
providence, is my God and Father for the sake of Christ his Son.

I trust God so much that I do not doubt he will provide 
whatever I need for body and soul, and will turn to my good 
whatever adversity he sends upon me in this vale of tears.

He is able to do this because he is almighty God; he desires 
to do this because he is a faithful Father.

Lord’s Day 10

27. What do you understand by the providence of God?
Providence is the almighty and ever-present power of God by 
which God upholds, as with his hand, heaven and earth and 
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all creatures, and so rules them that leaf and blade, rain and 
drought, fruitful and lean years, food and drink, health and 
sickness, prosperity and poverty—all things, in fact, come to 
us not by chance but by his fatherly hand.

28. How does the knowledge of God’s creation and providence help us?
We can be patient in adversity, thankful in prosperity, and for 
the future we can have good confidence in our faithful God 
and Father that no creature will separate us from his love. 
For all creatures are so completely in his hand that without 
his will they can neither move nor be moved.

Lord’s Day 11

29. Why is the Son of God called “Jesus,” meaning “savior”?
Because he saves us from our sins; and because salvation is 
not to be sought or found in anyone else.

30. Do those who look for their salvation and security in saints, in them-
selves, or elsewhere really believe in the only savior Jesus?
No. Although they boast of being his, by their actions they 
deny the only savior, Jesus. Either Jesus is not a perfect savior, 
or those who in true faith accept this savior have in him all 
they need for their salvation.

Lord’s Day 12

31. Why is he called “Christ,” meaning “anointed”?
Because he has been ordained by God the Father and has 
been anointed with the Holy Spirit to be our chief prophet 
and teacher who fully reveals to us the secret counsel and 
will of God concerning our deliverance; our only high priest 
who has delivered us by the one sacrifice of his body, and 
who continually intercedes for us before the Father; and 
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our eternal king who governs us by his Word and Spirit, 
and who guards us and keeps us in the deliverance he has 
won for us.

32. But why are you called a Christian?
Because by faith I am a member of Christ and so I share in 
his anointing.

I am anointed to confess his name, to present myself to 
him as a living sacrifice of thanks, to strive with a free con-
science against sin and the devil in this life, and afterward to 
reign with Christ over all creation for eternity.

Lord’s Day 13

33. Why is he called God’s “only begotten Son” when we also are God’s 
children?
Because Christ alone is the eternal, natural Son of God. We, 
however, are adopted children of God—adopted by grace for 
the sake of Christ.

34. Why do you call him “our Lord”?
Because—not with gold or silver, but with his precious 
blood—he has delivered and purchased us body and soul 
from sin and from the tyranny of the devil, to be his very own.

Lord’s Day 14

35. What does it mean that he “was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the virgin Mary”?
That the eternal Son of God, who is and remains true and 
eternal God, took to himself, through the working of the 
Holy Spirit, from the flesh and blood of the virgin Mary, a 
true human nature so that he might also become David’s 
true descendant, like his brothers in all things except for sin.
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36. How does the holy conception and birth of Christ benefit you?
He is our mediator and, in God’s sight, he covers with his in-
nocence and perfect holiness my sin, in which I was conceived.

Lord’s Day 15

37. What do you understand by the word “suffered”?
That during his whole life on earth, but especially at the end, 
Christ sustained in body and soul the wrath of God against 
the sin of the whole human race.

This he did in order that, by his suffering as the only aton-
ing sacrifice he might deliver us, body and soul, from eternal 
condemnation, and gain for us God’s grace, righteousness, 
and eternal life.

38. Why did he suffer “under Pontius Pilate” as judge?
So that he, though innocent, might be condemned by an 
earthly judge, and so free us from the severe judgment of 
God that was to fall on us.

39. Is it significant that he was “crucified” instead of dying some other way?
Yes. By this death I am convinced that he shouldered the curse 
which lay on me since death by crucifixion was cursed by God.

Lord’s Day 16

40. Why did Christ have to suffer death?
Because God’s justice and truth require it: nothing else could 
pay for our sins except the death of the Son of God.

41. Why was he “buried”?
His burial testifies that he really died.

42. Since Christ has died for us, why do we still have to die?
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Our death is not a payment for our sins, but only a dying to 
sins and an entering into eternal life.

43. What further benefit do we receive from Christ’s sacrifice and death 
on the cross?
By his power our old man is crucified, put to death, and 
buried with him, so that the evil desires of the flesh may no 
longer rule us, but that instead we may offer ourselves as a 
sacrifice of thanksgiving to him.

44. Why does the creed add, “He descended into hell”?
To assure me during attacks of deepest dread and temptation 
that Christ my Lord, by suffering unspeakable anguish, pain, 
and terror of soul, on the cross but also earlier, has delivered 
me from hellish anguish and torment.

Lord’s Day 17

45. How does Christ’s resurrection benefit us?
First, by his resurrection he has overcome death, so that he 
might make us share in the righteousness he obtained for 
us by his death.

Second, by his power we too are already raised to a new life.
Third, Christ’s resurrection is a sure pledge to us of our 

blessed resurrection.

Lord’s Day 18

46. What do you mean by saying, “He ascended to heaven”?
That Christ, while his disciples watched, was taken up from 
the earth into heaven and remains there on our behalf until 
he comes again to judge the living and the dead.

47. But isn’t Christ with us until the end of the world as he promised us?
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Christ is true man and true God. In his human nature Christ 
is not now on earth; but in his divinity, majesty, grace, and 
Spirit he is never absent from us.

48. If his humanity is not present wherever his divinity is, then aren’t the 
two natures of Christ separated from each other?
Certainly not. Since divinity is not limited and is present ev-
erywhere, it is evident that Christ’s divinity is surely beyond 
the bounds of the humanity that has been taken on, but at 
the same time his divinity is in and remains personally united 
to his humanity.

49. How does Christ’s ascension to heaven benefit us?
First, he is our advocate in heaven in the presence of his 
Father.

Second, we have our own flesh in heaven as a sure pledge 
that Christ our head will also take us, his members, up to 
himself.

Third, he sends his Spirit to us on earth as a corresponding 
pledge. By the Spirit’s power we seek not earthly things but 
the things above, where Christ is, sitting at God’s right hand.

Lord’s Day 19

50. Why the next words: “and sits at the right hand of God”?
Christ ascended to heaven, there to show that he is head of his 
church, the one through whom the Father governs all things.

51. How does this glory of Christ our head benefit us?
First, through his Holy Spirit he pours out gifts from heaven 
upon us his members.

Second, by his power he defends us and preserves us from 
all enemies.
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52. How does Christ’s return “to judge the living and the dead” comfort you?
In all distress and persecution, with uplifted head, I confi-
dently await the very judge who has already offered himself 
to the judgment of God in my place and removed the whole 
curse from me. Christ will cast all his enemies and mine into 
everlasting condemnation, but will take me and all his chosen 
ones to himself into the joy and glory of heaven.

Lord’s Day 20

53. What do you believe concerning “the Holy Spirit”?
First, that the Spirit, with the Father and the Son, is 
eternal God.

Second, that he is given also to me, so that, through true 
faith, he makes me share in Christ and all his benefits, com-
forts me, and will remain with me forever.

Lord’s Day 21

54. What do you believe concerning “the holy catholic church”?
I believe that the Son of God through his Spirit and Word, out 
of the entire human race, from the beginning of the world 
to its end, gathers, protects, and preserves for himself a com-
munity chosen for eternal life and united in true faith. And 
of this community I am and always will be a living member.

55. What do you understand by “the communion of saints”?
First, that believers one and all, as members of Christ the 
Lord, have communion with him and share in all his trea-
sures and gifts.

Second, that each member should consider it a duty to use 
these gifts readily and joyfully for the service and enrichment 
of the other members.
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56. What do you believe concerning “the forgiveness of sins”?
I believe that God, because of Christ’s satisfaction, will no 
longer remember any of my sins or my sinful nature which 
I need to struggle against all my life. Rather, by his grace God 
grants me the righteousness of Christ that I may never come 
into judgment.

Lord’s Day 22

57. How does “the resurrection of the body” comfort you?
Not only will my soul be taken immediately after this life to 
Christ its head, but also my very flesh, raised by the power of 
Christ, will be reunited with my soul, and made like Christ’s 
glorious body.

58. How does the article concerning “life everlasting” comfort you?
Even as I already now experience in my heart the beginning 
of eternal joy, so after this life I will have perfect blessedness 
such as no eye has seen, no ear has heard, no heart has ever 
imagined: a blessedness in which to praise God eternally.

Lord’s Day 23

59. But how does it help you now that you believe all this?
That I am righteous in Christ before God and an heir to life 
everlasting.

60. How are you righteous before God?
Only by true faith in Jesus Christ.

Even though my conscience accuses me of having griev-
ously sinned against all God’s commandments, of never hav-
ing kept any of them, and of still being inclined toward all 
evil, nevertheless, without any merit of my own, out of sheer 
grace, God grants and credits to me the perfect satisfaction, 
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righteousness, and holiness of Christ, as if I had never sinned 
nor been a sinner, and as if I had been as perfectly obedient 
as Christ was obedient for me—if only I accept this gift with 
a believing heart.

61. Why do you say that through faith alone you are righteous?
Not because I please God by the worthiness of my faith, for 
only Christ’s satisfaction, righteousness, and holiness are my 
righteousness before God, and I can receive this righteous-
ness and make it mine in no other way than by faith alone.

Lord’s Day 24

62. Why can’t our good works be our righteousness before God, or at least 
a part of our righteousness?
Because the righteousness which can pass God’s judgment 
must be entirely perfect and must in every way measure up 
to the divine law. But even our best works in this life are all 
imperfect and stained with sin.

63. How can our good works be said to merit nothing when God promises 
to reward them in this life and the next?
This reward is not merited; it is a gift of grace.

64. But doesn’t this teaching make people indifferent and wicked?
No. It is impossible for those grafted into Christ by true faith 
not to produce fruits of gratitude.

Lord’s Day 25

65. It is by faith alone that we share in Christ and all his benefits: where 
then does that faith come from?
The Holy Spirit works it in our hearts by the preaching of the 
holy gospel, and confirms it by the use of the holy sacraments.
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66. What are sacraments?
Sacraments are visible, holy signs and seals.

They were instituted by God so that by our use of them 
he might make us understand more clearly the promise of 
the gospel, and seal that promise.

And this is God’s gospel promise: he grants us forgive-
ness of sins and eternal life by grace because of Christ’s one 
sacrifice accomplished on the cross.

67. Are both the word and the sacraments then intended to focus our faith on 
the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross as the only ground of our salvation?
Yes indeed! The Holy Spirit teaches us in the gospel and 
confirms by the holy sacraments that our entire salvation 
rests on Christ’s one sacrifice for us on the cross.

68. How many sacraments did Christ institute in the New Testament?
Two: holy baptism and the holy supper.

Lord’s Day 26

69. How does holy baptism remind and assure you that Christ’s one sacrifice 
on the cross benefits you personally?
In this way: Christ instituted this outward washing and with 
it promised that, as surely as water washes away the dirt from 
the body, so certainly his blood and his Spirit wash away my 
soul’s impurity, that is, all my sins.

70. What does it mean to be washed with Christ’s blood and Spirit?
To be washed with Christ’s blood means that God, by grace, 
has forgiven our sins because of Christ’s blood poured out 
for us in his sacrifice on the cross.

To be washed with Christ’s Spirit means that the Holy 
Spirit has renewed and sanctified us to be members of 
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Christ, so that more and more we die to sin and live holy 
and blameless lives.

71. Where does Christ promise that we are washed with his blood and Spirit 
as surely as we are washed with the water of baptism?
In the institution of baptism, where he says: “Go therefore 
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” “Whoever 
believes and is baptized will be saved; but whoever does not 
believe will be condemned.”

This promise is repeated when Scripture calls baptism 
“the washing of regeneration” and the washing away of sins.

Lord’s Day 27

72. Does this outward washing with water itself wash away sins?
No, only Jesus Christ’s blood and the Holy Spirit cleanse us 
from all sins.

73. Why then does the Holy Spirit call baptism the water of rebirth and 
the washing away of sins?
God has good reason for these words.

To begin with, he wants to teach us that the blood and 
Spirit of Christ take away our sins just as water removes dirt 
from the body.

But more importantly, he wants to assure us, by this di-
vine pledge and sign, that we are as truly washed of our sins 
spiritually as our bodies are washed with water physically.

74. Should infants also be baptized?
Yes. Infants as well as adults are included in God’s cove nant 
and people, and they, no less than adults, are promised deliv-
erance from sin through Christ’s blood and the Holy Spirit 
who works faith.
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Therefore, by baptism, the sign of the cove nant, they too 
should be incorporated into the Christian church and dis-
tinguished from the children of unbelievers.

This was done in the Old Testament by circumcision, 
which was replaced in the New Testament by baptism.

Lord’s Day 28

75. How does the holy supper remind and assure you that you share in 
Christ’s one sacrifice on the cross and in all his benefits?
In this way: Christ has commanded me and all believers to 
eat this broken bread and to drink this cup in remembrance 
of him. With this command come these promises:

First, as surely as I see with my eyes the bread of the Lord 
broken for me and the cup shared with me, so surely his body 
was offered and broken for me and his blood poured out for 
me on the cross.

Second, as surely as I receive from the hand of him who 
serves, and taste with my mouth the bread and cup of the 
Lord, given me as sure signs of Christ’s body and blood, so 
surely he nourishes and refreshes my soul for eternal life with 
his crucified body and poured-out blood.

76. What does it mean to eat the crucified body of Christ and to drink his 
poured-out blood?
It means to accept with a believing heart the entire suffering 
and death of Christ and in this way to receive forgiveness of 
sins and eternal life.

But it means more. Through the Holy Spirit, who lives 
both in Christ and in us, we are united more and more to 
Christ’s blessed body. And so, although he is in heaven and 
we are on earth, we are flesh of his flesh and bone of his bone. 
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And we forever live on and are governed by one Spirit, as the 
members of our body are by one soul.

77. Where does Christ promise to nourish and refresh believers with his 
body and blood as surely as they eat this broken bread and drink this cup?
In the institution of the Lord’s Supper: “The Lord Jesus on 
the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he 
had given thanks he broke it, and said, ‘Take, eat, this is my 
body which is broken for you. Do this in remembrance of 
me.’ In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, say-
ing, ‘This cup is the new cove nant in my blood. Do this, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ For as often as 
you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes.”

This promise is repeated by Paul in these words: “The cup 
of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the blood 
of Christ? The bread that we break, is it not a participation 
in the body of Christ? Because there is one bread, we who 
are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread.”

Lord’s Day 29

78. Do the bread and wine become the real body and blood of Christ?
No. Just as the water of baptism is not changed into Christ’s 
blood and does not itself wash away sins but is simply a divine 
sign and assurance of these things, so too the holy bread of 
the Lord’s Supper does not become the body of Christ itself, 
even though it is called the body of Christ in keeping with 
the nature and language of sacraments.

79. Why then does Christ call the bread his body and the cup his blood, or 
the new cove nant in his blood, and Paul use the words, a participation in 
Christ’s body and blood?
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Christ has good reason for these words.
He wants to teach us that just as bread and wine nourish 

the temporal life, so too his crucified body and poured-out 
blood are the true food and drink of our souls for eternal life.

But more important, he wants to assure us, by this visible 
sign and pledge, that we, through the Holy Spirit’s work, 
share in his true body and blood as surely as our mouths 
receive these holy signs in his remembrance, and that all of 
his suffering and obedience are as definitely ours as if we 
personally had suffered and made satisfaction for our sins.

Lord’s Day 30

80. How does the Lord’s Supper differ from the Roman Catholic Mass?
The Lord’s Supper declares to us that all our sins are com-
pletely forgiven through the one sacrifice of Jesus Christ, 
which he himself accomplished on the cross once for all. It 
also declares to us that the Holy Spirit grafts us into Christ, 
who with his true body is now in heaven at the right hand 
of the Father where he wants us to worship him.

But the Mass teaches that the living and the dead do not 
have their sins forgiven through the suffering of Christ un-
less Christ is still offered for them daily by the priests. It also 
teaches that Christ is bodily present under the form of bread 
and wine where Christ is therefore to be worshiped.

Thus the Mass is basically nothing but a denial of the one 
sacrifice and suffering of Jesus Christ and a condemnable 
idolatry.

81. Who should come to the Lord’s table?
Those who are displeased with themselves because of their 
sins, but who nevertheless trust that their sins are pardoned 
and that their remaining weakness is covered by the suffering 
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and death of Christ, and who also desire more and more to 
strengthen their faith and to lead a better life.

Hypocrites and those who are unrepentant, however, eat 
and drink judgment on themselves.

82. Should those be admitted to the Lord’s Supper who show by what they 
profess and how they live that they are unbelieving and ungodly?
No, that would dishonor God’s cove nant and bring down 
God’s wrath upon the entire congregation.

Therefore, according to the instruction of Christ and his 
apostles, the Christian church is duty-bound to exclude such 
people, by the official use of the keys of the kingdom, until 
they reform their lives.

Lord’s Day 31

83. What are the keys of the kingdom?
The preaching of the holy gospel and Christian discipline 
toward repentance.

Both of them open the kingdom of heaven to believers 
and close it to unbelievers.

84. How does preaching the holy gospel open and close the kingdom of 
heaven?
According to the command of Christ: The kingdom of heaven 
is opened by proclaiming and publicly declaring to all be-
lievers, each and every one, that, as often as they accept the 
gospel promise in true faith, God, because of Christ’s merit, 
truly forgives all their sins.

The kingdom of heaven is closed, however, by proclaiming 
and publicly declaring to unbelievers and hypocrites that, 
as long as they do not repent, the wrath of God and eternal 
condemnation rest on them.
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God’s judgment, both in this life and in the life to come, 
is based on this gospel testimony.

85. How is the kingdom of heaven closed and opened by Christian discipline?
According to the command of Christ: Those who, though called 
Christians, profess unchristian teachings or live unchristian 
lives, and who after repeated personal and loving admonitions, 
refuse to abandon their errors and evil ways, and who after being 
reported to the church, that is, to those ordained by the church 
for that purpose, fail to respond also to the church’s admoni-
tions—such persons the church excludes from the Christian 
community by withholding the sacraments from them, and 
God also excludes them from the kingdom of Christ.

Such persons, when promising and demonstrating genu-
ine reform, are received again as members of Christ and of 
his church.

Lord’s Day 32

86. Since we have been delivered from our misery by grace through Christ 
without any merit of our own, why then should we do good works?
Because Christ, having redeemed us by his blood, is also 
renewing us by his Spirit into his image, so that with our 
whole lives we may show that we are thankful to God for his 
benefits, and that he may be praised through us, and further, 
so that we may be assured of our faith by its fruits, and by 
our godly living our neighbors may be won over to Christ.

87. Can those be saved who do not turn to God from their ungrateful and 
unrepentant ways?
By no means. Scripture tells us that no unchaste person, no 
idolater, adulterer, thief, no covetous person, no drunkard, 
slanderer, robber, or the like will inherit the kingdom of God.
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Lord’s Day 33

88. What is involved in genuine repentance or conversion?
Two things: the dying-away of the old self, and the rising-
to-life of the new.

89. What is the dying-away of the old self?
To be genuinely sorry for sin and more and more to hate and 
run away from it.

90. What is the rising-to-life of the new self?
Wholehearted joy in God through Christ and a love and 
delight to live according to the will of God by doing every 
kind of good work.

91. But what are good works?
Only those which are done out of true faith, conform to God’s 
law, and are done for his glory; and not those based on our 
own opinion or human tradition.

Lord’s Day 34

92. What is God’s law?
God spoke all these words:

the first CommAndment
I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land 
of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall have no 
other gods before me.

the seCond CommAndment
You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form 
of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth 
beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall 
not bow down to them or worship them; for I the Lord your 
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God am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity 
of parents, to the third and fourth generation of those who 
reject me, but showing love to the thousandth generation 
of those who love me and keep my commandments.

the third CommAndment
You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord 
your God, for the Lord will not acquit anyone who misuses 
his name.

the fourth CommAndment
Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy. Six days 
you shall labor and do all your work. But the seventh day 
is a Sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not do any 
work—you, your son or your daughter, your male or female 
servant, your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. 
For in six days the Lord made the heaven and earth, the sea, 
and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore 
the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and consecrated it.

the fifth CommAndment
Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may 
be long in the land that the Lord your God is giving to you.

the sixth CommAndment
You shall not murder.

the seventh CommAndment
You shall not commit adultery.

the eighth CommAndment
You shall not steal.

the ninth CommAndment
You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
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the tenth CommAndment
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not 
covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or female servant, or 
ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.

93. How are these commandments divided?
Into two tables.

The first has four commandments, teaching us how we 
should live in relation to God.

The second has six commandments, teaching us what we 
owe our neighbor.

94. What does the Lord require in the first commandment?
That I, not wanting to endanger my own salvation, avoid and 
shun all idolatry, sorcery, superstitious rites, and prayer to 
saints or to other creatures.

That I rightly know the only true God, trust him alone, 
and look to God for every good thing humbly and patiently, 
and love, fear, and honor him with all my heart.

In short, that I renounce all created things rather than go 
against God’s will in any way.

95. What is idolatry?
Idolatry is having or inventing something in which one 
trusts in place of or alongside of the only true God, who has 
revealed himself in his Word.

Lord’s Day 35

96. What is God’s will for us in the second commandment?
That we in no way make any image of God nor worship him 
in any other way than has been commanded in God’s Word.

97. May we then not make any image at all?
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God cannot and may not be visibly portrayed in any way. 
Although creatures may be portrayed, yet God forbids mak-
ing or having such images in order to worship them or serve 
God through them.

98. But may not images, as books for the unlearned, be permitted in 
churches?
No, we should not try to be wiser than God. He wants the 
Christian community instructed by the living preaching of 
his Word—not by idols that cannot even talk.

Lord’s Day 36

99. What is God’s will for us in the third commandment?
That we neither blaspheme nor misuse the name of God 
by cursing, perjury, or unnecessary oaths, nor share in such 
horrible sins by being silent bystanders.

In summary, we must use the holy name of God only with 
reverence and awe, so that we may properly confess him, call 
upon him, and praise him in everything we do and say.

100. Is blasphemy of God’s name by swearing and cursing really such serious 
sin that God is angry also with those who do not do all they can to help 
prevent and forbid it?
Yes, indeed. No sin is greater or provokes God’s wrath more 
than blaspheming his name. That is why he commanded it 
to be punished with death.

Lord’s Day 37

101. But may we swear an oath in God’s name if we do it reverently?
Yes, when the government demands it, or when necessity 
requires it, in order to maintain and promote truth and 
trustworthiness for God’s glory and our neighbor’s good. 
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Such oath-taking is grounded in God’s Word and was rightly 
used by the saints in the Old and New Testaments.

102. May we also swear by saints or other created things?
No. A legitimate oath is calling upon God as the one who 
knows my heart to witness to the truth and to punish me 
if I swear falsely. No created thing is worthy of such honor.

Lord’s Day 38

103. What is God’s will for you in the fourth commandment?
First, that the gospel ministry and schools for it be main-
tained, and that, especially on the festive day of rest, I dili-
gently attend the assembly of God’s people to learn what God’s 
Word teaches, to participate in the sacraments, to pray to the 
Lord publicly, and to bring Christian offerings for the poor.

Second, that every day of my life I rest from my evil ways, 
let the Lord work in me through his Spirit, and so begin in 
this life the eternal Sabbath.

Lord’s Day 39

104. What is God’s will for you in the fifth commandment?
That I show honor, love, and faithfulness to my father and 
mother and all those in authority over me; submit myself 
with proper obedience to all their good teaching and disci-
pline; and also that I be patient with their failings—for by 
their hand God wills to rule us.

Lord’s Day 40

105. What is God’s will for you in the sixth commandment?
I am not to belittle, hate, insult, or kill my neighbor—not by 
my thoughts, my words, my look or gesture, and certainly 
not by actual deeds—and I am not to be party to this in oth-
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ers; rather, I am to put away all desire for revenge. I am not 
to harm or recklessly endanger myself either.

Prevention of murder is also why government is armed 
with the sword.

106. Does this commandment refer only to murder?
By forbidding murder God teaches us that he hates the root 
of murder: envy, hatred, anger, vengefulness. In God’s sight 
all such are disguised forms of murder.

107. Is it enough then that we do not murder our neighbor in any such way?
No. By condemning envy, hatred, and anger God wants us to 
love our neighbors as ourselves, to be patient, peace-loving, gen-
tle, merciful, and friendly toward them, to protect them from 
harm as much as we can, and to do good even to our enemies.

Lord’s Day 41

108. What is God’s will for us in the seventh commandment?
That God condemns all unchastity, and that we should there-
fore detest it wholeheartedly and live decent and chaste lives, 
within or outside of the holy state of marriage.

109. Does God, in this commandment, forbid only such scandalous sins 
as adultery?
We are temples of the Holy Spirit, body and soul, and God 
wants both to be kept clean and holy. That is why God forbids 
all unchaste actions, looks, talk, thoughts, or desires, and 
whatever may incite someone to them.

Lord’s Day 42

110. What does God forbid in the eighth commandment?
He forbids not only outright theft and robbery, which govern-
ing authorities punish, but in God’s sight theft also includes 
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all evil tricks and schemes designed to get our neighbor’s 
goods for ourselves, whether by force or means that appear 
legitimate, such as inaccurate measurements of weight, size, 
or volume; fraudulent merchandising; counterfeit money; 
excessive interest; or any other means forbidden by God.

In addition God forbids all greed and pointless squander-
ing of his gifts.

111. What does God require of you in this commandment?
That I do whatever I can and may for my neighbor’s good, 
that I treat others as I would like them to treat me, and that I 
work faithfully so that I may help the needy in their hardship.

Lord’s Day 43

112. What is God’s will for you in the ninth commandment?
That I never give false testimony against anyone, twist no 
one’s words, not gossip or slander, nor join in condemning 
anyone rashly or without a hearing.

Rather, I should avoid, under penalty of God’s wrath, every 
kind of lying and deceit as the very works of the devil; and, 
in court and everywhere else, I should love the truth, speak 
it candidly, and openly acknowledge it.

And I should do what I can to defend and advance my 
neighbor’s honor and reputation.

Lord’s Day 44

113. What is God’s will for you in the tenth commandment?
That not even the slightest desire or thought contrary to any 
one of God’s commandments should ever arise in our hearts.

Rather, with all our hearts we should always hate sin and 
delight in all righteousness.
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114. But can those converted to God keep these commandments perfectly?
No. In this life even the holiest have only a small beginning 
of this obedience.

Nevertheless, with all seriousness of purpose, they do 
begin to live according to all, not only some, of God’s 
commandments.

115. Since no one in this life can keep the Ten Commandments perfectly, 
why does God want them preached so pointedly?
First, so that all our life long we may more and more come 
to know our sinful nature and thus more eagerly seek the 
forgiveness of sins and righteousness in Christ.

Second, so that we may never stop striving and never stop 
praying to God for the grace of the Holy Spirit, so that we 
may be renewed more and more after God’s image, until after 
this life we reach our goal: perfection.

Lord’s Day 45

116. Why do Christians need to pray?
Because prayer is the most important part of the thankfulness 
God requires of us.

And also because God will give his grace and Holy Spirit 
only to those who continually and with heartfelt longing ask 
God for these gifts and thank him for them.

117. How does God want us to pray so that he will listen to us?
First, we must pray from the heart to no other than the one 
true God, who has revealed himself to us in his Word, asking 
for everything he has commanded us to ask of him.

Second, we must fully recognize our need and misery, so 
that we humble ourselves in God’s majestic presence.
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Third, we must rest on this unshakable foundation: even 
though we do not deserve it, God will surely listen to our prayer 
because of Christ our Lord, as he has promised us in his Word.

118. What has God commanded us to ask of him?
Everything we need, spiritually and physically, as embraced 
in the prayer Christ our Lord himself taught us.

119. What is this prayer?
Our Father who is in heaven, hallowed be your name.

Your kingdom come.
Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 

forever. Amen.

Lord’s Day 46

120. Why has Christ commanded us to address God as “our Father”?
To awaken in us at the very beginning of our prayer what 
should be basic to our prayer—a childlike reverence and 
trust that through Christ God has become our Father, and 
will much less refuse to give us what we ask in faith than will 
our parents refuse us the things of this life.

121. Why the words “who is in heaven”?
These words teach us not to think of God’s heavenly majesty 
in an earthly way, and to expect from his almighty power 
everything needed for body and soul.

Lord’s Day 47

122. What does the first petition mean?
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“Hallowed be your name” means: Help us to truly know you, 
to honor, glorify, and praise you for all your works and for all 
that shines forth from them: your almighty power, wisdom, 
kindness, justice, mercy, and truth.

And it means: Help us to direct all our living—what we 
think, say, and do—so that your name will never be blas-
phemed because of us but always honored and praised.

Lord’s Day 48

123. What does the second petition mean?
“Your kingdom come” means: Rule us by your Word and 
Spirit in such a way that more and more we submit to you. 
Preserve and increase your church. Destroy the devil’s work; 
destroy every force which revolts against you and every con-
spiracy against your holy Word.

Do all this until your kingdom fully comes, when you 
will be all in all.

Lord’s Day 49

124. What does the third petition mean?
“Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven” means: Help 
us and all people to renounce our own wills and without any 
back talk to obey your will, for it alone is good.

Help everyone carry out his office and calling, as willingly 
and faithfully as the angels in heaven.

Lord’s Day 50

125. What does the fourth petition mean?
“Give us this day our daily bread” means: Provide for all our 
physical needs so that we may recognize that you are the 
only source of everything good, and that neither our care and 
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work nor your gifts can do us any good without your bless-
ing. Therefore may we withdraw our trust from all creatures 
and place it in you alone.

Lord’s Day 51

126. What does the fifth petition mean?
“Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors” means: 
Because of Christ’s blood, do not impute to us, poor sinners 
that we are, any of the transgressions we do or the evil that 
constantly clings to us.

Forgive us just as we are fully determined, as evidence of 
your grace in us, wholeheartedly to forgive our neighbors.

Lord’s Day 52

127. What does the sixth petition mean?
“And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil” 
means: We are so weak that we cannot stand on our own for a 
moment, and our sworn enemies—the devil, the world, and 
our own flesh—never stop attacking us.

And so, Lord, uphold us and make us strong by the power 
of your Holy Spirit, so that we may not be defeated in this 
spiritual fight, but may firmly resist our enemies until we 
finally win the complete victory.

128. How do you conclude this prayer?
“For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.”

This means we have made all these petitions of you be-
cause, as our all-powerful king, you are both willing and 
able to give us all that is good; and because your holy name, 
and not we ourselves, should receive all the praise, forever.
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129. What does that little word “Amen” express?
“Amen” means: This shall truly and surely be!

For it is much more certain that God has heard my prayer 
than I feel in my heart that I desire such things from him.
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Westminster Shorter Catechism (1647)

Q. 1. What is the chief end of man?
A. Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him forever.

Q.  2. What rule has God given to direct us how we may glorify and 
enjoy him?
A. The Word of God, which is contained in the Scriptures of 
the Old and New Testaments, is the only rule to direct us 
how we may glorify and enjoy him.

Q. 3. What do the Scriptures principally teach?
A. The Scriptures principally teach what man is to believe 
concerning God, and what duty God requires of man.

Q. 4. What is God?
A. God is a spirit, infinite, eternal, and unchangeable, in his 
being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness, and truth.

Q. 5. Are there more Gods than one?
A. There is but one only, the living and true God.

Q. 6. How many persons are there in the Godhead?
A. There are three persons in the Godhead; the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit; and these three are one God, the 
same in substance, equal in power and glory.

Q. 7. What are the decrees of God?
A. The decrees of God are his eternal purpose, according to 
the counsel of his will, whereby, for his own glory, he has 
foreordained whatsoever comes to pass.

Q. 8. How does God execute his decrees?
A. God executes his decrees in the works of creation and 
providence.
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Q. 9. What is the work of creation?
A. The work of creation is God’s making all things of noth-
ing, by the word of his power, in the space of six days, and 
all very good.

Q. 10. How did God create man?
A. God created man male and female, after his own image, 
in knowledge, righteousness, and holiness, with dominion 
over the creatures.

Q. 11. What are God’s works of providence?
A. God’s works of providence are, his most holy, wise, and 
powerful preserving and governing all his creatures, and all 
their actions.

Q. 12. What special act of providence did God exercise toward man in the 
state in which he was created?
A. When God had created man, he entered into a cove nant of 
life with him, upon condition of perfect obedience; forbid-
ding him to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, 
upon the pain of death.

Q. 13. Did our first parents continue in the state in which they were created?
A. Our first parents, being left to the freedom of their own 
will, fell from the state in which they were created, by sin-
ning against God.

Q. 14. What is sin?
A. Sin is any want of conformity unto, or transgression of, 
the law of God.
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Q. 15. What was the sin whereby our first parents fell from the state in 
which they were created?
A. The sin whereby our first parents fell from the state in 
which they were created was their eating the forbidden fruit.

Q. 16. Did all mankind fall in Adam’s first transgression?
A. The cove nant being made with Adam, not only for himself, 
but for his posterity; all mankind, descending from him by 
ordinary generation, sinned in him, and fell with him, in his 
first transgression.

Q. 17. Into what state did the fall bring mankind?
A. The fall brought mankind into a state of sin and misery.

Q. 18. In what consists the sinfulness of that state into which man fell?
A. The sinfulness of that state into which man fell, consists 
in the guilt of Adam’s first sin, the want of original righ-
teousness, and the corruption of his whole nature, which 
is commonly called original sin; together with all actual 
transgressions which proceed from it.

Q. 19. What is the misery of that state into which man fell?
A. All mankind by their fall lost communion with God, 
are under his wrath and curse, and so made liable to all 
miseries in this life, to death itself, and to the pains of 
hell forever.

Q. 20. Did God leave all mankind to perish in the state of sin and misery?
A. God, having out of his mere good pleasure, from all 
eternity, elected some to everlasting life, did enter into a 
cove nant of grace to deliver them out of the state of sin 
and misery, and to bring them into a state of salvation by 
a Redeemer.
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Q. 21. Who is the Redeemer of God’s elect?
A. The only Redeemer of God’s elect is the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who, being the eternal Son of God, became man, and so was, 
and continues to be, God and man in two distinct natures, 
and one person, forever.

Q. 22. How did Christ, being the Son of God, become man?
A. Christ, the Son of God, became man, by taking to himself 
a true body and a reasonable soul, being conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit in the womb of the virgin Mary, 
and born of her, yet without sin.

Q. 23. What offices does Christ execute as our Redeemer?
A. Christ, as our Redeemer, executes the offices of a prophet, 
of a priest, and of a king, both in his state of humiliation and 
exaltation.

Q. 24. How does Christ execute the office of a prophet?
A. Christ executes the office of a prophet, in revealing to us, 
by his Word and Spirit, the will of God for our salvation.

Q. 25. How does Christ execute the office of a priest?
A. Christ executes the office of a priest, in his once offering up 
of himself a sacrifice to satisfy divine justice, and reconcile us 
to God, and in making continual intercession for us.

Q. 26. How does Christ execute the office of a king?
A. Christ executes the office of a king, in subduing us to 
himself, in ruling and defending us, and in restraining and 
conquering all his and our enemies.

Q. 27. In what did Christ’s humiliation consist?
A. Christ’s humiliation consisted in his being born, and that 
in a low condition, made under the law, undergoing the 
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miseries of this life, the wrath of God, and the cursed death of 
the cross; in being buried, and continuing under the power 
of death for a time.

Q. 28. In what consists Christ’s exaltation?
A. Christ’s exaltation consists in his rising again from the 
dead on the third day, in ascending up into heaven, in sitting 
at the right hand of God the Father, and in coming to judge 
the world at the last day.

Q. 29. How are we made partakers of the redemption purchased by Christ?
A. We are made partakers of the redemption purchased by 
Christ, by the effectual application of it to us by his Holy 
Spirit.

Q. 30. How does the Spirit apply to us the redemption purchased by Christ?
A. The Spirit applies to us the redemption purchased by 
Christ, by working faith in us, and thereby uniting us to 
Christ in our effectual calling.

Q. 31. What is effectual calling?
A. Effectual calling is the work of God’s Spirit, whereby, 
convincing us of our sin and misery, enlightening our minds 
in the knowledge of Christ, and renewing our wills, he does 
persuade and enable us to embrace Jesus Christ, freely of-
fered to us in the gospel.

Q. 32. What benefits do they that are effectually called partake of in 
this life?
A. They that are effectually called do in this life partake of 
justification, adoption, and sanctification, and the several 
benefits which in this life do either accompany or flow 
from them.
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Q. 33. What is justification?
A. Justification is an act of God’s free grace, in which  he par-
dons all our sins, and accepts us as righteous in his sight, only 
for the righteousness of Christ imputed to us, and received 
by faith alone.

Q. 34. What is adoption?
A. Adoption is an act of God’s free grace, whereby we are re-
ceived into the number, and have a right to all the privileges, 
of the sons of God.

Q. 35. What is sanctification?
A. Sanctification is the work of God’s free grace, whereby we 
are renewed in the whole man after the image of God, and 
are enabled more and more to die unto sin, and live unto 
righteousness.

Q. 36. What are the benefits which in this life do accompany or flow from 
justification, adoption, and sanctification?
A. The benefits which in this life do accompany or flow from 
justification, adoption, and sanctification, are, assurance of 
God’s love, peace of conscience, joy in the Holy Spirit, increase 
of grace, and perseverance therein to the end.

Q. 37. What benefits do believers receive from Christ at death?
A. The souls of believers are at their death made perfect in 
holiness, and do immediately pass into glory; and their bod-
ies, being still united to Christ, do rest in their graves, till 
the resurrection.

Q. 38. What benefits do believers receive from Christ at the resurrection?
A. At the resurrection, believers, being raised up in glory, 
shall be openly acknowledged and acquitted in the day of 
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judgment, and made perfectly blessed in the full enjoying 
of God to all eternity.

Q. 39. What is the duty which God requires of man?
A. The duty which God requires of man is obedience to his 
revealed will.

Q. 40. What did God at first reveal to man for the rule of his obedience?
A. The rule which God at first revealed to man for his obedi-
ence was the moral law.

Q. 41. Where is the moral law summarily comprehended?
A. The moral law is summarily comprehended in the Ten 
Commandments.

Q. 42. What is the sum of the Ten Commandments?
A. The sum of the Ten Commandments is, to love the Lord our 
God with all our heart, with all our soul, with all our strength, 
and with all our mind; and our neighbor as ourselves.

Q. 43. What is the preface to the Ten Commandments?
A. The preface to the Ten Commandments is in these words, 
I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out 
of the house of bondage.

Q. 44. What does the preface to the Ten Commandments teach us?
A. The preface to the Ten Commandments teaches us, that 
because God is the Lord, and our God, and Redeemer, there-
fore we are bound to keep all his commandments.

Q. 45. Which is the first commandment?
A. The first commandment is, You shall have no other gods 
before me.
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Q. 46. What is required in the first commandment?
A. The first commandment requires us to know and ac-
knowledge God to be the only true God, and our God; and 
to worship and glorify him accordingly.

Q. 47. What is forbidden in the first commandment?
A. The first commandment forbids the denying, or not wor-
shiping and glorifying, the true God as God, and our God; 
and the giving of that worship and glory to any other, which 
is due to him alone.

Q. 48. What are we specially taught by these words, before me, in the 
first commandment?
A. These words, before me, in the first commandment teach us 
that God, who sees all things, takes notice of, and is much 
displeased with, the sin of having any other God.

Q. 49. Which is the second commandment?
A. The second commandment is, You shall not make for yourself a 
carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that 
is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall 
not bow down to them or serve them, for I the Lord your God am a jealous 
God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and 
the fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing steadfast love to 
thousands of those who love me and keep my commandments.

Q. 50. What is required in the second commandment?
A. The second commandment requires the receiving, observ-
ing, and keeping pure and entire, all such religious worship 
and ordinances as God has appointed in his Word.

Q. 51. What is forbidden in the second commandment?
A. The second commandment forbids the worshiping of 
God by images, or any other way not appointed in his Word.
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Q. 52. What are the reasons annexed to the second commandment?
A. The reasons annexed to the second commandment are, 
God’s sovereignty over us, his propriety in us, and the zeal 
he has to his own worship.

Q. 53. Which is the third commandment?
A. The third commandment is, You shall not take the name of the 
Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not hold him guiltless who 
takes his name in vain.

Q. 54. What is required in the third commandment?
A. The third commandment requires the holy and reverent 
use of God’s names, titles, attributes, ordinances, Word, and 
works.

Q. 55. What is forbidden in the third commandment?
A. The third commandment forbids all profaning or abusing 
of anything whereby God makes himself known.

Q. 56. What is the reason annexed to the third commandment?
A. The reason annexed to the third commandment is, that 
however the breakers of this commandment may escape 
punishment from men, yet the Lord our God will not suffer 
them to escape his righteous judgment.

Q. 57. Which is the fourth commandment?
A. The fourth commandment is, Remember the Sabbath day, to keep 
it holy. Six days you shall labor, and do all your work, but the seventh day 
is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any work, you, 
or your son, or your daughter, your male servant, or your female servant, 
or your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates. For in six days 
the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and 
rested on the seventh day. Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day 
and made it holy.
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Q. 58. What is required in the fourth commandment?
A. The fourth commandment requires the keeping holy to 
God such set times as he has appointed in his Word; expressly 
one whole day in seven, to be a holy Sabbath to himself.

Q. 59. Which day of the seven has God appointed to be the weekly Sabbath?
A. From the beginning of the world to the resurrection of 
Christ, God appointed the seventh day of the week to be the 
weekly sabbath; and the first day of the week ever since, to con-
tinue to the end of the world, which is the Christian Sabbath.

Q. 60. How is the Sabbath to be sanctified?
A. The sabbath is to be sanctified by a holy resting all that 
day, even from such worldly employments and recreations 
as are lawful on other days; and spending the whole time in 
the public and private exercises of God’s worship, except so 
much as is to be taken up in the works of necessity and mercy.

Q. 61. What is forbidden in the fourth commandment?
A. The fourth commandment forbids the omission or careless 
performance of the duties required, and the profaning the 
day by idleness, or doing that which is in itself sinful, or by 
unnecessary thoughts, words, or works, about our worldly 
employments or recreations.

Q. 62. What are the reasons annexed to the fourth commandment?
A. The reasons annexed to the fourth commandment are, 
God’s allowing us six days of the week for our own employ-
ments, his challenging a special propriety in the seventh, his 
own example, and his blessing the Sabbath day.

Q. 63. Which is the fifth commandment?
A. The fifth commandment is, Honor your father and your mother, 
that your days may be long in the land that the Lord your God is giving you.
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Q. 64. What is required in the fifth commandment?
A. The fifth commandment requires the preserving the 
honor, and performing the duties, belonging to everyone 
in their several places and relations, as superiors, inferiors, 
or equals.

Q. 65. What is forbidden in the fifth commandment?
A. The fifth commandment forbids the neglecting of, or 
doing anything against, the honor and duty which belongs 
to everyone in their several places and relations.

Q. 66. What is the reason annexed to the fifth commandment?
A. The reason annexed to the fifth commandment is, a promise 
of long life and prosperity (as far as it shall serve for God’s glory 
and their own good) to all such as keep this commandment.

Q. 67. Which is the sixth commandment?
A. The sixth commandment is, You shall not murder.

Q. 68. What is required in the sixth commandment?
A. The sixth commandment requires all lawful endeavors to 
preserve our own life, and the life of others.

Q. 69. What is forbidden in the sixth commandment?
A. The sixth commandment forbids the taking away of our 
own life, or the life of our neighbor unjustly, or whatsoever 
tends thereunto.

Q. 70. Which is the seventh commandment?
A. The seventh commandment is, You shall not commit adultery.

Q. 71. What is required in the seventh commandment?
A. The seventh commandment requires the preservation of 
our own and our neighbor’s chastity, in heart, speech, and 
behavior.
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Q. 72. What is forbidden in the seventh commandment?
A. The seventh commandment forbids all unchaste thoughts, 
words, and actions.

Q. 73. Which is the eighth commandment?
A. The eighth commandment is, You shall not steal.

Q. 74. What is required in the eighth commandment?
A. The eighth commandment requires the lawful procuring 
and furthering the wealth and outward state of ourselves 
and others.

Q. 75. What is forbidden in the eighth commandment?
A. The eighth commandment forbids whatsoever does or 
may unjustly hinder our own, or our neighbor’s, wealth or 
outward estate.

Q. 76. Which is the ninth commandment?
A. The ninth commandment is, You shall not bear false witness 
against your neighbor.

Q. 77. What is required in the ninth commandment?
A. The ninth commandment requires the maintaining and 
promoting of truth between man and man, and of our own 
and our neighbor’s good name, especially in witness bearing.

Q. 78. What is forbidden in the ninth commandment?
A. The ninth commandment forbids whatsoever is preju-
dicial to truth, or injurious to our own, or our neighbor’s, 
good name.

Q. 79. Which is the tenth commandment?
A. The tenth commandment is, You shall not covet your neighbor’s 
house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male servant, or his 
female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor’s.
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Q. 80. What is required in the tenth commandment?
A. The tenth commandment requires full contentment with 
our own condition, with a right and charitable frame of spirit 
toward our neighbor, and all that is his.

Q. 81. What is forbidden in the tenth commandment?
A. The tenth commandment forbids all discontentment with 
our own state, envying or grieving at the good of our neighbor, 
and all inordinate motions and affections to anything that is his.

Q. 82. Is any man able perfectly to keep the commandments of God?
A. No mere man, since the fall, is able in this life perfectly to 
keep the commandments of God, but does daily break them 
in thought, word, and deed.

Q. 83. Are all transgressions of the law equally heinous?
A. Some sins in themselves, and by reason of several aggra-
vations, are more heinous in the sight of God than others.

Q. 84. What does every sin deserve?
A. Every sin deserves God’s wrath and curse, both in this life, 
and that which is to come.

Q. 85. What does God require of us that we may escape his wrath and curse 
due to us for sin?
A. To escape the wrath and curse of God due to us for sin, God 
requires of us faith in Jesus Christ, repentance unto life, with 
the diligent use of all the outward means whereby Christ 
communicates to us the benefits of redemption.

Q. 86. What is faith in Jesus Christ?
A. Faith in Jesus Christ is a saving grace, whereby we receive 
and rest upon him alone for salvation, as he is offered to us 
in the gospel.
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Q. 87. What is repentance unto life?
A. Repentance unto life is a saving grace, whereby a sinner, 
out of a true sense of his sin, and apprehension of the mercy 
of God in Christ, does, with grief and hatred of his sin, turn 
from it unto God, with full purpose of, and endeavor after, 
new obedience.

Q. 88. What are the outward and ordinary means whereby Christ com-
municates to us the benefits of redemption?
A. The outward and ordinary means whereby Christ commu-
nicates to us the benefits of redemption are, his ordinances, 
especially the Word, sacraments, and prayer; all which are 
made effectual to the elect for salvation.

Q. 89. How is the Word made effectual to salvation?
A. The Spirit of God makes the reading, but especially the 
preaching, of the Word, an effectual means of convincing and 
converting sinners, and of building them up in holiness and 
comfort, through faith, unto salvation.

Q. 90. How is the Word to be read and heard, that it may become effectual 
to salvation?
A. That the Word may become effectual to salvation, we must 
attend thereunto with diligence, preparation, and prayer; 
receive it with faith and love, lay it up in our hearts, and 
practice it in our lives.

Q. 91. How do the sacraments become effectual means of salvation?
A. The sacraments become effectual means of salvation, not 
from any virtue in them, or in him that does administer 
them; but only by the blessing of Christ, and the working 
of his Spirit in them that by faith receive them.
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Q. 92. What is a sacrament?
A. A sacrament is a holy ordinance instituted by Christ; in 
which, by sensible signs, Christ, and the benefits of the new 
cove nant, are represented, sealed, and applied to believers.

Q. 93. Which are the sacraments of the New Testament?
A. The sacraments of the New Testament are baptism and 
the Lord’s Supper.

Q. 94. What is baptism?
A. Baptism is a sacrament, in which the washing with water 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit, does signify and seal our ingrafting into Christ, and 
partaking of the benefits of the cove nant of grace, and our 
engagement to be the Lord’s.

Q. 95. To whom is baptism to be administered?
A. Baptism is not to be administered to any that are outside 
the visible church, till they profess their faith in Christ, and 
obedience to him; but the infants of such as are members of 
the visible church are to be baptized.

Q. 96. What is the Lord’s Supper?
A. The Lord’s Supper is a sacrament, in which, by giving and 
receiving bread and wine, according to Christ’s appointment, 
his death is showed forth; and the worthy receivers are, not 
after a corporal and carnal manner, but by faith, made par-
takers of his body and blood, with all his benefits, to their 
spiritual nourishment and growth in grace.

Q. 97. What is required for the worthy receiving of the Lord’s Supper?
A. It is required of them that would worthily partake of the 
Lord’s Supper, that they examine themselves of their knowl-
edge to discern the Lord’s body, of their faith to feed upon 
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him, of their repentance, love, and new obedience; lest, com-
ing unworthily, they eat and drink judgment to themselves.

Q. 98. What is prayer?
A. Prayer is an offering up of our desires unto God, for things 
agreeable to his will, in the name of Christ, with confession 
of our sins, and thankful acknowledgment of his mercies.

Q. 99. What rule has God given for our direction in prayer?
A. The whole Word of God is of use to direct us in prayer; 
but the special rule of direction is that form of prayer which 
Christ taught his disciples, commonly called the Lord’s Prayer.

Q. 100. What does the preface of the Lord’s Prayer teach us?
A. The preface of the Lord’s Prayer, which is, Our Father who are 
in heaven, teaches us to draw near to God with all holy rever-
ence and confidence, as children to a father able and ready to 
help us; and that we should pray with and for others.

Q. 101. What do we pray for in the first petition?
A. In the first petition, which is, Hallowed be your name, we pray 
that God would enable us and others to glorify him in all 
that whereby he makes himself known; and that he would 
dispose all things to his own glory.

Q. 102. What do we pray for in the second petition?
A. In the second petition, which is, Your kingdom come, we pray 
that Satan’s kingdom may be destroyed; and that the kingdom 
of grace may be advanced, ourselves and others brought into it, 
and kept in it; and that the kingdom of glory may be hastened.

Q. 103. What do we pray for in the third petition?
A. In the third petition, which is, Your will be done in earth, as 
it is in heaven, we pray that God, by his grace, would make us 
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able and willing to know, obey, and submit to his will in all 
things, as the angels do in heaven.

Q. 104. What do we pray for in the fourth petition?
A. In the fourth petition, which is, Give us this day our daily bread, 
we pray that of God’s free gift we may receive a competent 
portion of the good things of this life, and enjoy his blessing 
with them.

Q. 105. What do we pray for in the fifth petition?
A. In the fifth petition, which is, And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors, we pray that God, for Christ’s sake, would 
freely pardon all our sins; which we are the rather encouraged 
to ask, because by his grace we are enabled from the heart to 
forgive others.

Q. 106. What do we pray for in the sixth petition?
A. In the sixth petition, which is, And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil, we pray that God would either keep us 
from being tempted to sin, or support and deliver us when 
we are tempted.

Q. 107. What does the conclusion of the Lord’s Prayer teach us?
A. The conclusion of the Lord’s Prayer, which is, For yours is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen, teaches us to 
take our encouragement in prayer from God only, and in our 
prayers to praise him, ascribing kingdom, power, and glory 
to him; and, in testimony of our desire, and assurance to be 
heard, we say, Amen.
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January

 1 Genesis 1
 Matthew 1
 Ezra 1
 Acts 1
 2 Genesis 2
 Matthew 2
 Ezra 2
 Acts 2
 3 Genesis 3
 Matthew 3
 Ezra 3
 Acts 3
 4 Genesis 4
 Matthew 4
 Ezra 4
 Acts 4
 5 Genesis 5
 Matthew 5
 Ezra 5
 Acts 5
 6 Genesis 6
 Matthew 6
 Ezra 6
 Acts 6
 7 Genesis 7
 Matthew 7
 Ezra 7
 Acts 7

 8 Genesis 8
 Matthew 8
 Ezra 8
 Acts 8
 9 Genesis 9–10
 Matthew 9
 Ezra 9
 Acts 9
 10 Genesis 11
 Matthew 10
 Ezra 10
 Acts 10
 11 Genesis 12
 Matthew 11
 Nehemiah 1
 Acts 11
 12 Genesis 13
 Matthew 12
 Nehemiah 2
 Acts 12
 13 Genesis 14
 Matthew 13
 Nehemiah 3
 Acts 13
 14 Genesis 15
 Matthew 14
 Nehemiah 4
 Acts 14
 15 Genesis 16
 Matthew 15
 Nehemiah 5
 Acts 15
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 16 Genesis 17
 Matthew 16
 Nehemiah 6
 Acts 16
 17 Genesis 18
 Matthew 17
 Nehemiah 7
 Acts 17
 18 Genesis 19
 Matthew 18
 Nehemiah 8
 Acts 18
 19 Genesis 20
 Matthew 19
 Nehemiah 9
 Acts 19
 20 Genesis 21
 Matthew 20
 Nehemiah 10
 Acts 20
 21 Genesis 22
 Matthew 21
 Nehemiah 11
 Acts 21
 22 Genesis 23
 Matthew 22
 Nehemiah 12
 Acts 22
 23 Genesis 24
 Matthew 23
 Nehemiah 13
 Acts 23

 24 Genesis 25
 Matthew 24
 Esther 1
 Acts 24
 25 Genesis 26
 Matthew 25
 Esther 2
 Acts 25
 26 Genesis 27
 Matthew 26
 Esther 3
 Acts 26
 27 Genesis 28
 Matthew 27
 Esther 4
 Acts 27
 28 Genesis 29
 Matthew 28
 Esther 5
 Acts 28
 29 Genesis 30
 Mark 1
 Esther 6
 Romans 1
 30 Genesis 31
 Mark 2
 Esther 7
 Romans 2
 31 Genesis 32
 Mark 3
 Esther 8
 Romans 3
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February

 1 Genesis 33
 Mark 4
 Esther 9–10
 Romans 4
 2 Genesis 34
 Mark 5
 Job 1
 Romans 5
 3 Genesis 35–36
 Mark 6
 Job 2
 Romans 6
 4 Genesis 37
 Mark 7
 Job 3
 Romans 7
 5 Genesis 38
 Mark 8
 Job 4
 Romans 8
 6 Genesis 39
 Mark 9
 Job 5
 Romans 9
 7 Genesis 40
 Mark 10
 Job 6
 Romans 10

 8 Genesis 41
 Mark 11
 Job 7
 Romans 11
 9 Genesis 42
 Mark 12
 Job 8
 Romans 12
 10 Genesis 43
 Mark 13
 Job 9
 Romans 13
 11 Genesis 44
 Mark 14
 Job 10
 Romans 14
 12 Genesis 45
 Mark 15
 Job 11
 Romans 15
 13 Genesis 46
 Mark 16
 Job 12
 Romans 16
 14 Genesis 47
 Luke 1:1–38
 Job 13
 1 Corinthians 1
 15 Genesis 48
 Luke 1:39–80
 Job 14
 1 Corinthians 2
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 16 Genesis 49
 Luke 2
 Job 15
 1 Corinthians 3
 17 Genesis 50
 Luke 3
 Job 16–17
 1 Corinthians 4
 18 Exodus 1
 Luke 4
 Job 18
 1 Corinthians 5
 19 Exodus 2
 Luke 5
 Job 19
 1 Corinthians 6
 20 Exodus 3
 Luke 6
 Job 20
 1 Corinthians 7
 21 Exodus 4
 Luke 7
 Job 21
 1 Corinthians 8
 22 Exodus 5
 Luke 8

 Job 22
 1 Corinthians 9
 23 Exodus 6
 Luke 9
 Job 23
 1 Corinthians 10
 24 Exodus 7
 Luke 10
 Job 24
 1 Corinthians 11
 25 Exodus 8
 Luke 11
 Job 25–26
 1 Corinthians 12
 26 Exodus 9
 Luke 12
 Job 27
 1 Corinthians 13
 27 Exodus 10
 Luke 13
 Job 28
 1 Corinthians 14
 28 Exodus 11:1–12:21
 Luke 14
 Job 29
 1 Corinthians 15
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March

 1 Exodus 12:22–51
 Luke 15
 Job 30
 1 Corinthians 16
 2 Exodus 13
 Luke 16
 Job 31
 2 Corinthians 1
 3 Exodus 14
 Luke 17
 Job 32
 2 Corinthians 2
 4 Exodus 15
 Luke 18
 Job 33
 2 Corinthians 3
 5 Exodus 16
 Luke 19
 Job 34
 2 Corinthians 4
 6 Exodus 17
 Luke 20
 Job 35
 2 Corinthians 5
 7 Exodus 18
 Luke 21
 Job 36
 2 Corinthians 6

 8 Exodus 19
 Luke 22
 Job 37
 2 Corinthians 7
 9 Exodus 20
 Luke 23
 Job 38
 2 Corinthians 8
 10 Exodus 21
 Luke 24
 Job 39
 2 Corinthians 9
 11 Exodus 22
 John 1
 Job 40
 2 Corinthians 10
 12 Exodus 23
 John 2
 Job 41
 2 Corinthians 11
 13 Exodus 24
 John 3
 Job 42
 2 Corinthians 12
 14 Exodus 25
 John 4
 Proverbs 1
 2 Corinthians 13
 15 Exodus 26
 John 5
 Proverbs 2
 Galatians 1
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 16 Exodus 27
 John 6
 Proverbs 3
 Galatians 2
 17 Exodus 28
 John 7
 Proverbs 4
 Galatians 3
 18 Exodus 29
 John 8
 Proverbs 5
 Galatians 4
 19 Exodus 30
 John 9
 Proverbs 6
 Galatians 5
 20 Exodus 31
 John 10
 Proverbs 7
 Galatians 6
 21 Exodus 32
 John 11
 Proverbs 8
 Ephesians 1
 22 Exodus 33
 John 12
 Proverbs 9
 Ephesians 2
 23 Exodus 34
 John 13
 Proverbs 10
 Ephesians 3

 24 Exodus 35
 John 14
 Proverbs 11
 Ephesians 4
 25 Exodus 36
 John 15
 Proverbs 12
 Ephesians 5
 26 Exodus 37
 John 16
 Proverbs 13
 Ephesians 6
 27 Exodus 38
 John 17
 Proverbs 14
 Philippians 1
 28 Exodus 39
 John 18
 Proverbs 15
 Philippians 2
 29 Exodus 40
 John 19
 Proverbs 16
 Philippians 3
 30 Leviticus 1
 John 20
 Proverbs 17
 Philippians 4
 31 Leviticus 2–3
 John 21
 Proverbs 18
 Colossians 1
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April

 1 Leviticus 4
 Psalms 1–2
 Proverbs 19
 Colossians 2
 2 Leviticus 5
 Psalms 3–4
 Proverbs 20
 Colossians 3
 3 Leviticus 6
 Psalms 5–6
 Proverbs 21
 Colossians 4
 4 Leviticus 7
 Psalms 7–8
 Proverbs 22
 1 Thessalonians 1
 5 Leviticus 8
 Psalm 9
 Proverbs 23
 1 Thessalonians 2
 6 Leviticus 9
 Psalm 10
 Proverbs 24
 1 Thessalonians 3
 7 Leviticus 10
 Psalms 11–12
 Proverbs 25
 1 Thessalonians 4

 8 Leviticus 11–12
 Psalms 13–14
 Proverbs 26
 1 Thessalonians 5
 9 Leviticus 13
 Psalms 15–16
 Proverbs 27
 2 Thessalonians 1
 10 Leviticus 14
 Psalm 17
 Proverbs 28
 2 Thessalonians 2
 11 Leviticus 15
 Psalm 18
 Proverbs 29
 2 Thessalonians 3
 12 Leviticus 16
 Psalm 19
 Proverbs 30
 1 Timothy 1
 13 Leviticus 17
 Psalms 20–21
 Proverbs 31
 1 Timothy 2
 14 Leviticus 18
 Psalm 22
 Ecclesiastes 1
 1 Timothy 3
 15 Leviticus 19
 Psalms 23–24
 Ecclesiastes 2
 1 Timothy 4
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 16 Leviticus 20
 Psalm 25
 Ecclesiastes 3
 1 Timothy 5
 17 Leviticus 21
 Psalms 26–27
 Ecclesiastes 4
 1 Timothy 6
 18 Leviticus 22
 Psalms 28–29
 Ecclesiastes 5
 2 Timothy 1
 19 Leviticus 23
 Psalm 30
 Ecclesiastes 6
 2 Timothy 2
 20 Leviticus 24
 Psalm 31
 Ecclesiastes 7
 2 Timothy 3
 21 Leviticus 25
 Psalm 32
 Ecclesiastes 8
 2 Timothy 4
 22 Leviticus 26
 Psalm 33
 Ecclesiastes 9
 Titus 1
 23 Leviticus 27
 Psalm 34
 Ecclesiastes 10
 Titus 2

 24 Numbers 1
 Psalm 35
 Ecclesiastes 11
 Titus 3
 25 Numbers 2
 Psalm 36
 Ecclesiastes 12
 Philemon 1
 26 Numbers 3
 Psalm 37
 Song of Solomon 1
 Hebrews 1
 27 Numbers 4
 Psalm 38
 Song of Solomon 2
 Hebrews 2
 28 Numbers 5
 Psalm 39
 Song of Solomon 3
 Hebrews 3
 29 Numbers 6
 Psalms 40–41
 Song of Solomon 4
 Hebrews 4
 30 Numbers 7
 Psalms 42–43
 Song of Solomon 5
 Hebrews 5
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May

 1 Numbers 8
 Psalm 44
 Song of Solomon 6
 Hebrews 6
 2 Numbers 9
 Psalm 45
 Song of Solomon 7
 Hebrews 7
 3 Numbers 10
 Psalms 46–47
 Song of Solomon 8
 Hebrews 8
 4 Numbers 11
 Psalm 48
 Isaiah 1
 Hebrews 9
 5 Numbers 12–13
 Psalm 49
 Isaiah 2
 Hebrews 10
 6 Numbers 14
 Psalm 50
 Isaiah 3–4
 Hebrews 11
 7 Numbers 15
 Psalm 51
 Isaiah 5
 Hebrews 12

 8 Numbers 16
 Psalms 52–54
 Isaiah 6
 Hebrews 13
 9 Numbers 17–18
 Psalm 55
 Isaiah 7
 James 1
 10 Numbers 19
 Psalms 56–57
 Isaiah 8:1–9:7
 James 2
 11 Numbers 20
 Psalms 58–59
 Isaiah 9:8–10:4
 James 3
 12 Numbers 21
 Psalms 60–61
 Isaiah 10:5–34
 James 4
 13 Numbers 22
 Psalms 62–63
 Isaiah 11–12
 James 5
 14 Numbers 23
 Psalms 64–65
 Isaiah 13
 1 Peter 1
 15 Numbers 24
 Psalms 66–67
 Isaiah 14
 1 Peter 2
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 16 Numbers 25
 Psalm 68
 Isaiah 15
 1 Peter 3
 17 Numbers 26
 Psalm 69
 Isaiah 16
 1 Peter 4
 18 Numbers 27
 Psalms 70–71
 Isaiah 17–18
 1 Peter 5
 19 Numbers 28
 Psalm 72
 Isaiah 19–20
 2 Peter 1
 20 Numbers 29
 Psalm 73
 Isaiah 21
 2 Peter 2
 21 Numbers 30
 Psalm 74
 Isaiah 22
 2 Peter 3
 22 Numbers 31
 Psalms 75–76
 Isaiah 23
 1 John 1
 23 Numbers 32
 Psalm 77
 Isaiah 24
 1 John 2

 24 Numbers 33
 Psalm 78:1–37
 Isaiah 25
 1 John 3
 25 Numbers 34
 Psalm 78:38–72
 Isaiah 26
 1 John 4
 26 Numbers 35
 Psalm 79
 Isaiah 27
 1 John 5
 27 Numbers 36
 Psalm 80
 Isaiah 28
 2 John 1
 28 Deuteronomy 1
 Psalms 81–82
 Isaiah 29
 3 John 1
 29 Deuteronomy 2
 Psalms 83–84
 Isaiah 30
 Jude 1
 30 Deuteronomy 3
 Psalm 85
 Isaiah 31
 Revelation 1
 31 Deuteronomy 4
 Psalms 86–87
 Isaiah 32
 Revelation 2
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June

 1 Deuteronomy 5
 Psalm 88
 Isaiah 33
 Revelation 3
 2 Deuteronomy 6
 Psalm 89
 Isaiah 34
 Revelation 4
 3 Deuteronomy 7
 Psalm 90
 Isaiah 35
 Revelation 5
 4 Deuteronomy 8
 Psalm 91
 Isaiah 36
 Revelation 6
 5 Deuteronomy 9
 Psalms 92–93
 Isaiah 37
 Revelation 7
 6 Deuteronomy 10
 Psalm 94
 Isaiah 38
 Revelation 8
 7 Deuteronomy 11
 Psalms 95–96
 Isaiah 39
 Revelation 9

 8 Deuteronomy 12
 Psalms 97–98
 Isaiah 40
 Revelation 10
 9 Deuteronomy 13–14
 Psalms 99–101
 Isaiah 41
 Revelation 11
 10 Deuteronomy 15
 Psalm 102
 Isaiah 42
 Revelation 12
 11 Deuteronomy 16
 Psalm 103
 Isaiah 43
 Revelation 13
 12 Deuteronomy 17
 Psalm 104
 Isaiah 44
 Revelation 14
 13 Deuteronomy 18
 Psalm 105
 Isaiah 45
 Revelation 15
 14 Deuteronomy 19
 Psalm 106
 Isaiah 46
 Revelation 16
 15 Deuteronomy 20
 Psalm 107
 Isaiah 47
 Revelation 17
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 16 Deuteronomy 21
 Psalms 108–109
 Isaiah 48
 Revelation 18
 17 Deuteronomy 22
 Psalms 110–111
 Isaiah 49
 Revelation 19
 18 Deuteronomy 23
 Psalms 112–113
 Isaiah 50
 Revelation 20
 19 Deuteronomy 24
 Psalms 114–115
 Isaiah 51
 Revelation 21
 20 Deuteronomy 25
 Psalm 116
 Isaiah 52
 Revelation 22
 21 Deuteronomy 26
 Psalms 117–118
 Isaiah 53
 Matthew 1
 22 Deuteronomy 27:1–28:19
 Psalm 119:1–24
 Isaiah 54
 Matthew 2
 23 Deuteronomy 28:20–68
 Psalm 119:25–48
 Isaiah 55
 Matthew 3

 24 Deuteronomy 29
 Psalm 119:49–72
 Isaiah 56
 Matthew 4
 25 Deuteronomy 30
 Psalm 119:73–96
 Isaiah 57
 Matthew 5
 26 Deuteronomy 31
 Psalm 119:97–120
 Isaiah 58
 Matthew 6
 27 Deuteronomy 32
 Psalm 119:121–144
 Isaiah 59
 Matthew 7
 28 Deuteronomy 33–34
 Psalm 119:145–176
 Isaiah 60
 Matthew 8
 29 Joshua 1
 Psalms 120–122
 Isaiah 61
 Matthew 9
 30 Joshua 2
 Psalms 123–125
 Isaiah 62
 Matthew 10
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July

 1 Joshua 3
 Psalms 126–128 
 Isaiah 63
 Matthew 11
 2 Joshua 4
 Psalms 129–131
 Isaiah 64
 Matthew 12
 3 Joshua 5:1–6:5
 Psalms 132–134
 Isaiah 65
 Matthew 13
 4 Joshua 6:6–27
 Psalms 135–136
 Isaiah 66
 Matthew 14
 5 Joshua 7
 Psalms 137–138
 Jeremiah 1
 Matthew 15
 6 Joshua 8
 Psalm 139
 Jeremiah 2
 Matthew 16
 7 Joshua 9
 Psalms 140–141
 Jeremiah 3
 Matthew 17

 8 Joshua 10
 Psalms 142–143
 Jeremiah 4
 Matthew 18
 9 Joshua 11
 Psalm 144
 Jeremiah 5
 Matthew 19
 10 Joshua 12–13
 Psalm 145
 Jeremiah 6
 Matthew 20
 11 Joshua 14–15
 Psalms 146–147
 Jeremiah 7
 Matthew 21
 12 Joshua 16–17
 Psalm 148
 Jeremiah 8
 Matthew 22
 13 Joshua 18–19
 Psalms 149–150
 Jeremiah 9
 Matthew 23
 14 Joshua 20–21
 Acts 1
 Jeremiah 10
 Matthew 24
 15 Joshua 22
 Acts 2
 Jeremiah 11
 Matthew 25
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 16 Joshua 23
 Acts 3
 Jeremiah 12
 Matthew 26
 17 Joshua 24
 Acts 4
 Jeremiah 13
 Matthew 27
 18 Judges 1
 Acts 5
 Jeremiah 14
 Matthew 28
 19 Judges 2
 Acts 6
 Jeremiah 15
 Mark 1
 20 Judges 3
 Acts 7
 Jeremiah 16
 Mark 2
 21 Judges 4
 Acts 8
 Jeremiah 17
 Mark 3
 22 Judges 5
 Acts 9
 Jeremiah 18
 Mark 4
 23 Judges 6
 Acts 10
 Jeremiah 19
 Mark 5

 24 Judges 7
 Acts 11
 Jeremiah 20
 Mark 6
 25 Judges 8
 Acts 12
 Jeremiah 21
 Mark 7
 26 Judges 9
 Acts 13
 Jeremiah 22
 Mark 8
 27 Judges 10:1–11:11
 Acts 14
 Jeremiah 23
 Mark 9
 28 Judges 11:12–40
 Acts 15
 Jeremiah 24
 Mark 10
 29 Judges 12
 Acts 16
 Jeremiah 25
 Mark 11
 30 Judges 13
 Acts 17
 Jeremiah 26
 Mark 12
 31 Judges 14
 Acts 18
 Jeremiah 27
 Mark 13
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August

 1 Judges 15
 Acts 19
 Jeremiah 28
 Mark 14
 2 Judges 16
 Acts 20
 Jeremiah 29
 Mark 15
 3 Judges 17
 Acts 21
 Jeremiah 30–31
 Mark 16
 4 Judges 18
 Acts 22
 Jeremiah 32
 Psalms 1–2
 5 Judges 19
 Acts 23
 Jeremiah 33
 Psalms 3–4
 6 Judges 20
 Acts 24
 Jeremiah 34
 Psalms 5–6
 7 Judges 21
 Acts 25
 Jeremiah 35
 Psalms 7–8

 8 Ruth 1
 Acts 26
 Jeremiah 36, 45
 Psalm 9
 9 Ruth 2
 Acts 27
 Jeremiah 37
 Psalm 10
 10 Ruth 3–4
 Acts 28
 Jeremiah 38
 Psalms 11–12
 11 1 Samuel 1
 Romans 1
 Jeremiah 39
 Psalms 13–14
 12 1 Samuel 2
 Romans 2
 Jeremiah 40
 Psalms 15–16
 13 1 Samuel 3
 Romans 3
 Jeremiah 41
 Psalm 17
 14 1 Samuel 4
 Romans 4
 Jeremiah 42
 Psalm 18
 15 1 Samuel 5–6
 Romans 5
 Jeremiah 43
 Psalm 19
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 16 1 Samuel 7–8
 Romans 6
 Jeremiah 44
 Psalms 20–21
 17 1 Samuel 9
 Romans 7
 Jeremiah 46
 Psalm 22
 18 1 Samuel 10
 Romans 8
 Jeremiah 47
 Psalms 23–24
 19 1 Samuel 11
 Romans 9
 Jeremiah 48
 Psalm 25
 20 1 Samuel 12
 Romans 10
 Jeremiah 49
 Psalms 26–27
 21 1 Samuel 13
 Romans 11
 Jeremiah 50
 Psalms 28–29
 22 1 Samuel 14
 Romans 12
 Jeremiah 51
 Psalm 30
 23 1 Samuel 15
 Romans 13
 Jeremiah 52
 Psalm 31

 24 1 Samuel 16
 Romans 14
 Lamentations 1
 Psalm 32
 25 1 Samuel 17
 Romans 15
 Lamentations 2
 Psalm 33
 26 1 Samuel 18
 Romans 16
 Lamentations 3
 Psalm 34
 27 1 Samuel 19
 1 Corinthians 1
 Lamentations 4
 Psalm 35
 28 1 Samuel 20
 1 Corinthians 2
 Lamentations 5
 Psalm 36
 29 1 Samuel 21–22
 1 Corinthians 3
 Ezekiel 1
 Psalm 37
 30 1 Samuel 23
 1 Corinthians 4
 Ezekiel 2
 Psalm 38
 31 1 Samuel 24
 1 Corinthians 5
 Ezekiel 3
 Psalm 39
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September

 1 1 Samuel 25
 1 Corinthians 6
 Ezekiel 4
 Psalms 40–41
 2 1 Samuel 26
 1 Corinthians 7
 Ezekiel 5
 Psalms 42–43
 3 1 Samuel 27
 1 Corinthians 8
 Ezekiel 6
 Psalm 44
 4 1 Samuel 28
 1 Corinthians 9
 Ezekiel 7
 Psalm 45
 5 1 Samuel 29–30
 1 Corinthians 10
 Ezekiel 8
 Psalms 46–47
 6 1 Samuel 31
 1 Corinthians 11
 Ezekiel 9
 Psalm 48
 7 2 Samuel 1
 1 Corinthians 12
 Ezekiel 10
 Psalm 49

 8 2 Samuel 2
 1 Corinthians 13
 Ezekiel 11
 Psalm 50
 9 2 Samuel 3
 1 Corinthians 14
 Ezekiel 12
 Psalm 51
 10 2 Samuel 4–5
 1 Corinthians 15
 Ezekiel 13
 Psalms 52–54
 11 2 Samuel 6
 1 Corinthians 16
 Ezekiel 14
 Psalm 55
 12 2 Samuel 7
 2 Corinthians 1
 Ezekiel 15
 Psalms 56–57
 13 2 Samuel 8–9
 2 Corinthians 2
 Ezekiel 16
 Psalms 58–59
 14 2 Samuel 10
 2 Corinthians 3
 Ezekiel 17
 Psalms 60–61
 15 2 Samuel 11
 2 Corinthians 4
 Ezekiel 18
 Psalms 62–63
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 16 2 Samuel 12
 2 Corinthians 5
 Ezekiel 19
 Psalms 64–65
 17 2 Samuel 13
 2 Corinthians 6
 Ezekiel 20
 Psalms 66–67
 18 2 Samuel 14
 2 Corinthians 7
 Ezekiel 21
 Psalm 68
 19 2 Samuel 15
 2 Corinthians 8
 Ezekiel 22
 Psalm 69
 20 2 Samuel 16
 2 Corinthians 9
 Ezekiel 23
 Psalms 70–71
 21 2 Samuel 17
 2 Corinthians 10
 Ezekiel 24
 Psalm 72
 22 2 Samuel 18
 2 Corinthians 11
 Ezekiel 25
 Psalm 73
 23 2 Samuel 19
 2 Corinthians 12
 Ezekiel 26
 Psalm 74

 24 2 Samuel 20
 2 Corinthians 13
 Ezekiel 27
 Psalms 75–76
 25 2 Samuel 21
 Galatians 1
 Ezekiel 28
 Psalm 77
 26 2 Samuel 22
 Galatians 2
 Ezekiel 29
 Psalm 78:1–37
 27 2 Samuel 23
 Galatians 3
 Ezekiel 30
 Psalm 78:38–72
 28 2 Samuel 24
 Galatians 4
 Ezekiel 31
 Psalm 79
 29 1 Kings 1
 Galatians 5
 Ezekiel 32
 Psalm 80
 30 1 Kings 2
 Galatians 6
 Ezekiel 33
 Psalms 81–82
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October

 1 1 Kings 3
 Ephesians 1
 Ezekiel 34
 Psalms 83–84
 2 1 Kings 4–5
 Ephesians 2
 Ezekiel 35
 Psalm 85
 3 1 Kings 6
 Ephesians 3
 Ezekiel 36
 Psalm 86
 4 1 Kings 7
 Ephesians 4
 Ezekiel 37
 Psalms 87–88
 5 1 Kings 8
 Ephesians 5
 Ezekiel 38
 Psalm 89
 6 1 Kings 9
 Ephesians 6
 Ezekiel 39
 Psalm 90
 7 1 Kings 10
 Philippians 1
 Ezekiel 40
 Psalm 91

 8 1 Kings 11
 Philippians 2
 Ezekiel 41
 Psalms 92–93
 9 1 Kings 12
 Philippians 3
 Ezekiel 42
 Psalm 94
 10 1 Kings 13
 Philippians 4
 Ezekiel 43
 Psalms 95–96
 11 1 Kings 14
 Colossians 1
 Ezekiel 44
 Psalms 97–98
 12 1 Kings 15
 Colossians 2
 Ezekiel 45
 Psalms 99–101
 13 1 Kings 16
 Colossians 3
 Ezekiel 46
 Psalm 102
 14 1 Kings 17
 Colossians 4
 Ezekiel 47
 Psalm 103
 15 1 Kings 18
 1 Thessalonians 1
 Ezekiel 48
 Psalm 104
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 16 1 Kings 19
 1 Thessalonians 2
 Daniel 1
 Psalm 105
 17 1 Kings 20
 1 Thessalonians 3
 Daniel 2
 Psalm 106
 18 1 Kings 21
 1 Thessalonians 4
 Daniel 3
 Psalm 107
 19 1 Kings 22
 1 Thessalonians 5
 Daniel 4
 Psalms 108–109
 20 2 Kings 1
 2 Thessalonians 1
 Daniel 5
 Psalms 110–111
 21 2 Kings 2
 2 Thessalonians 2
 Daniel 6
 Psalms 112–113
 22 2 Kings 3
 2 Thessalonians 3
 Daniel 7
 Psalms 114–115
 23 2 Kings 4
 1 Timothy 1
 Daniel 8
 Psalm 116

 24 2 Kings 5
 1 Timothy 2
 Daniel 9
 Psalms 117–118
 25 2 Kings 6
 1 Timothy 3
 Daniel 10
 Psalm 119:1–24
 26 2 Kings 7
 1 Timothy 4
 Daniel 11
 Psalm 119:25–48
 27 2 Kings 8
 1 Timothy 5
 Daniel 12
 Psalm 119:49–72
 28 2 Kings 9
 1 Timothy 6
 Hosea 1
 Psalm 119:73–96
 29 2 Kings 10
 2 Timothy 1
 Hosea 2
 Psalm 119:97–120
 30 2 Kings 11–12
 2 Timothy 2
 Hosea 3–4
 Psalm 119:121–144
 31 2 Kings 13
 2 Timothy 3
 Hosea 5–6
 Psalm 119:145–176
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November

 1 2 Kings 14
 2 Timothy 4
 Hosea 7
 Psalms 120–122
 2 2 Kings 15
 Titus 1
 Hosea 8
 Psalms 123–125
 3 2 Kings 16
 Titus 2
 Hosea 9
 Psalms 126–128
 4 2 Kings 17
 Titus 3
 Hosea 10
 Psalms 129–131
 5 2 Kings 18
 Philemon 1
 Hosea 11
 Psalms 132–134
 6 2 Kings 19
 Hebrews 1
 Hosea 12
 Psalms 135–136
 7 2 Kings 20
 Hebrews 2
 Hosea 13
 Psalms 137–138

 8 2 Kings 21
 Hebrews 3
 Hosea 14
 Psalm 139
 9 2 Kings 22
 Hebrews 4
 Joel 1
 Psalms 140–141
 10 2 Kings 23
 Hebrews 5
 Joel 2
 Psalm 142
 11 2 Kings 24
 Hebrews 6
 Joel 3
 Psalm 143
 12 2 Kings 25
 Hebrews 7
 Amos 1
 Psalm 144
 13 1 Chronicles 1–2
 Hebrews 8
 Amos 2
 Psalm 145
 14 1 Chronicles 3–4
 Hebrews 9
 Amos 3
 Psalms 146–147
 15 1 Chronicles 5–6
 Hebrews 10
 Amos 4
 Psalms 148–150
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 16 1 Chronicles 7–8
 Hebrews 11
 Amos 5
 Luke 1:1–38
 17 1 Chronicles 9–10
 Hebrews 12
 Amos 6
 Luke 1:39–80
 18 1 Chronicles 11–12
 Hebrews 13
 Amos 7
 Luke 2
 19 1 Chronicles 13–14
 James 1
 Amos 8
 Luke 3
 20 1 Chronicles 15
 James 2
 Amos 9
 Luke 4
 21 1 Chronicles 16
 James 3
 Obadiah 1
 Luke 5
 22 1 Chronicles 17
 James 4
 Jonah 1
 Luke 6
 23 1 Chronicles 18
 James 5
 Jonah 2
 Luke 7

 24 1 Chronicles 19–20
 1 Peter 1
 Jonah 3
 Luke 8
 25 1 Chronicles 21
 1 Peter 2
 Jonah 4
 Luke 9
 26 1 Chronicles 22
 1 Peter 3
 Micah 1
 Luke 10
 27 1 Chronicles 23
 1 Peter 4
 Micah 2
 Luke 11
 28 1 Chronicles 24–25
 1 Peter 5
 Micah 3
 Luke 12
 29 1 Chronicles 26–27
 2 Peter 1
 Micah 4
 Luke 13
 30 1 Chronicles 28
 2 Peter 2
 Micah 5
 Luke 14
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December

 1 1 Chronicles 29
 2 Peter 3
 Micah 6
 Luke 15
 2 2 Chronicles 1
 1 John 1
 Micah 7
 Luke 16
 3 2 Chronicles 2
 1 John 2
 Nahum 1
 Luke 17
 4 2 Chronicles 3–4
 1 John 3
 Nahum 2
 Luke 18
 5 2 Chronicles 5:1–6:11
 1 John 4
 Nahum 3
 Luke 19
 6 2 Chronicles 6:12–42
 1 John 5
 Habakkuk 1
 Luke 20
 7 2 Chronicles 7
 2 John 1
 Habakkuk 2
 Luke 21

 8 2 Chronicles 8
 3 John 1
 Habakkuk 3
 Luke 22
 9 2 Chronicles 9
 Jude 1
 Zephaniah 1
 Luke 23
 10 2 Chronicles 10
 Revelation 1
 Zephaniah 2
 Luke 24
 11 2 Chronicles 11–12
 Revelation 2
 Zephaniah 3
 John 1
 12 2 Chronicles 13
 Revelation 3
 Haggai 1
 John 2
 13 2 Chronicles 14–15
 Revelation 4
 Haggai 2
 John 3
 14 2 Chronicles 16
 Revelation 5
 Zechariah 1
 John 4
 15 2 Chronicles 17
 Revelation 6
 Zechariah 2
 John 5
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 16 2 Chronicles 18
 Revelation 7
 Zechariah 3
 John 6
 17 2 Chronicles 19–20
 Revelation 8
 Zechariah 4
 John 7
 18 2 Chronicles 21
 Revelation 9
 Zechariah 5
 John 8
 19 2 Chronicles 22–23
 Revelation 10
 Zechariah 6
 John 9
 20 2 Chronicles 24
 Revelation 11
 Zechariah 7
 John 10
 21 2 Chronicles 25
 Revelation 12
 Zechariah 8
 John 11
 22 2 Chronicles 26
 Revelation 13
 Zechariah 9
 John 12
 23 2 Chronicles 27–28
 Revelation 14
 Zechariah 10
 John 13

 24 2 Chronicles 29
 Revelation 15
 Zechariah 11
 John 14
 25 2 Chronicles 30
 Revelation 16
 Zechariah 12:1–13:1
 John 15
 26 2 Chronicles 31
 Revelation 17
 Zechariah 13:2–9
 John 16
 27 2 Chronicles 32
 Revelation 18
 Zechariah 14
 John 17
 28 2 Chronicles 33
 Revelation 19
 Malachi 1
 John 18
 29 2 Chronicles 34
 Revelation 20
 Malachi 2
 John 19
 30 2 Chronicles 35
 Revelation 21
 Malachi 3
 John 20
 31 2 Chronicles 36
 Revelation 22
 Malachi 4
 John 21
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Appendix 4

Collects from the  
Book of Common Prayer (1552)

The First Sunday in Advent
Almighty God, give us peace, that we may cast away the works 
of darkness, and put upon us the armor of light, now in the 
time of this mortal life (in which your Son Jesus Christ came 
to visit us in great humility); that in the last day when he shall 
come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living 
and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal, through him 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and 
forever. Amen.

The Second Sunday in Advent
Blessed Lord, you have caused all Holy Scriptures to be writ-
ten for our learning—grant us that we may in such a way hear 
them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them; that by 
patience and comfort of your holy Word, we may embrace 
and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which 
you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.
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The Third Sunday in Advent
Lord, we ask you, give ear to our prayers and, by your gracious 
visitation, lighten the darkness of our hearts, by our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Fourth Sunday in Advent
Lord, raise up, we pray, your power, and come among us, and 
with great might help us; that whereas through our sins and 
wickedness, we are obstructed and hindered, your bountiful 
grace and mercy, through the satisfaction of your Son our 
Lord, may deliver us; to whom with you and the Holy Spirit 
be honor and glory, world without end. Amen.

Christmas Day
Almighty God, you have given us your only begotten Son 
to take our nature upon him, and this day to be born of a 
pure virgin—grant that we, being regenerate and made your 
children by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by 
your Holy Spirit, through the same, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, world 
without end. Amen.

Saint Stephen’s Day
Grant us, O Lord, to learn to love our enemies, by the example 
of your martyr Saint Stephen, who prayed to you for his per-
secutors; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
world without end. Amen.

Saint John the Evangelist’s Day
Merciful Lord, we ask you to cast your bright beams of light 
upon your church; that she, being lightened by the doctrine 
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of your blessed apostle and evangelist John, may attain to 
your everlasting gifts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Innocents’ Day
Almighty God, whose praise this day the young innocents 
your witnesses confessed and showed forth, not in speaking 
but in dying—mortify and kill all vices in us, that in our 
behavior our life may express your faith, which with our 
tongues we confess; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Sunday after Christmas Day
Almighty God, you have given us your only begotten Son 
to take our nature upon him, and this day to be born of a 
pure virgin—grant that we, being regenerate and made your 
children by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by 
your Holy Spirit, through the same, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, world 
without end. Amen.

The Circumcision of Christ
Almighty God, you made your blessed Son to be circumcised 
and obedient to the law for man—grant us the true circum-
cision of your Spirit, that our hearts and all our members, 
being mortified from all worldly and carnal lusts, may in all 
things obey your blessed will; through the same, your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Epiphany
O God, by the leading of a star you did manifest your only 
begotten Son to the Gentiles—mercifully grant, that we who 



322  •  Collects from the Book of Common Prayer (1552) 

know you now by faith, may after this life have the perfection 
of your glorious Godhead; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The First Sunday after the Epiphany
Lord, we ask you mercifully to receive the prayers of your 
people who call upon you; and grant that they may both 
perceive and know what things they ought to do, and also 
have grace and power faithfully to fulfill the same; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Second Sunday after the Epiphany
Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things in 
heaven and earth—mercifully hear the supplications of your 
people, and grant us your peace all the days of our life. Amen.

The Third Sunday after the Epiphany
Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our 
infirmities, and in all our dangers and necessities, stretch 
forth your right hand to help and defend us; through Christ 
our Lord. Amen.

The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
God, you know us to be set in the midst of so many and great 
dangers, that for man’s frailness we cannot always stand 
uprightly—grant to us the health of body and soul, that all 
those things which we suffer for sin, by your help we may 
well pass and overcome; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany
Lord, we ask you to keep your church and household continu-
ally in your true religion; that they who lean only upon hope 
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of your heavenly grace, may evermore be defended by your 
mighty power; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Sunday called Septuagesima
O Lord, we ask you favorably to hear the prayers of your 
people; that we who are justly punished for our offenses, 
may be mercifully delivered by your goodness, for the glory 
of your name; through Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and 
reigns with you, world without end. Amen.

The Sunday called Sexagesima
Lord God, you see that we do not put our trust in anything 
that we do—mercifully grant that by your power we may 
be defended against all adversity; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

The Sunday called Quinquagesima
O Lord, you teach us that all our doings without love are 
worth nothing—send your Holy Spirit and power into our 
hearts, that most excellent gift of love, the very bond of peace, 
and all virtues, without which whoever lives is counted dead 
before you; grant this for your only Son Jesus Christ’s sake. 
Amen.

The First Day of Lent
Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing that you 
have made, and forgive the sins of all those who are peni-
tent—create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that 
we, worthily lamenting our sins, and acknowledging our 
wretchedness, may obtain of you, the God of all mercy, per-
fect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ. Amen.
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The First Sunday in Lent
O Lord, for our sake you did fast forty days and forty nights—
give us grace to use such abstinence, that, our flesh being 
subdued to the Spirit, we may ever obey your godly motions 
in righteousness, and true holiness, to your honor and glory; 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, world 
without end. Amen.

The Second Sunday in Lent
Almighty God, you see that we have no power of ourselves 
to help ourselves—keep us both outwardly in our bodies, 
and inwardly in our souls; that we may be defended from 
all adversities that may happen to the body, and from all evil 
thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul, through Jesus 
Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
world without end. Amen.

The Third Sunday in Lent
We ask you, Almighty God, to look upon the hearty desires of 
your humble servants, and stretch forth the right hand of our 
majesty, to be our defense against all our enemies; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Fourth Sunday in Lent
Grant, we ask you, Almighty God, that we, who for our evil 
deeds are worthily punished, by the comfort of your grace may 
mercifully be relieved, through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Fifth Sunday in Lent
We ask you, Almighty God, mercifully to look upon your 
people; that by your great goodness they may be governed 
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and preserved evermore, both in body and soul; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Sunday Next before Easter
Almighty and everlasting God, of your tender love toward 
man, you sent our Savior Jesus Christ to take upon himself 
our flesh, and to suffer death upon the cross, that all mankind 
should follow the example of his great humility—mercifully 
grant that we both follow the example of his patience, and be 
made partakers of his resurrection; through the same, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

On Good Friday
Almighty God, we ask you graciously to behold this your 
family, for which our Lord Jesus Christ was contented to be 
betrayed, and given up into the hands of wicked men, and 
to suffer death upon the cross, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, world without end. Amen.

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose spirit the whole 
body of the church is governed and sanctified—receive our 
supplications and prayers, which we offer before you for all 
states of men in your holy congregation, that every member 
of the same, in his vocation and ministry, may truly and godly 
serve you; through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

Merciful God, you have made all men, and hate nothing that 
you have made, nor will the death of a sinner, but rather that 
he should be converted and live—have mercy upon all Jews, 
Muslims, unbelievers, and heretics; and take from them all 
ignorance, hardness of heart, and contempt of your Word; 
and so fetch them home, blessed Lord, to your flock, that 
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they may be saved among the remnant of the true Israelites, 
and be made one fold under one Shepherd, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, world 
without end. Amen.

Easter Day
Almighty God, through your only begotten Son Jesus Christ 
you have overcome death and opened to us the gate of ever-
lasting life—we humbly ask you, that as by your special grace 
going before us, you put in our minds good desires, so that by 
your continual help, we may bring the same to good effect; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, world without end. Amen.

Monday in Easter
Almighty God, through your only begotten Son Jesus Christ 
you have overcome death and opened to us the gate of ever-
lasting life—we humbly ask you, that as by your special grace 
going before us, you put in our minds good desires, so that by 
your continual help, we may bring the same to good effect, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, world without end. Amen.

Tuesday in Easter
Almighty Father, you have given your only Son to die for our 
sins, and to rise again for our justification—grant to us to 
put away the leaven of malice and wickedness, that we may 
always serve you in pureness of living and truth, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The First Sunday of Easter
Almighty Father, you have given your only Son to die for us 
sinners, and to rise again for our justification—grant us so to 
put away the leaven of malice and wickedness, that we may 
always serve you in purity of living and truth; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Second Sunday after Easter
Almighty God, you have given your holy Son to be to us both 
a sacrifice for sin and an example of godly life—give us the 
grace that we may always most thankfully receive his inesti-
mable benefits, and also daily endeavor ourselves to follow 
the blessed steps of his most holy life. Amen.

The Third Sunday after Easter
Almighty God, you show to all men that are in error the light 
of your truth, to the intent that they may return into the 
way of righteousness—grant to all those who are admitted 
into the fellowship of Christ’s religion, that they may eschew 
those things that are contrary to their profession, and follow 
all such things as are agreeable to the same, through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Fourth Sunday after Easter
Almighty God, you make the minds of all faithful men to 
be of one will—grant to your people, that they may love 
the things which you command, and desire that which you 
promise; that among the diverse and manifold changes of the 
world, our hearts may surely there be fixed, where true joys 
are to be found; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Fifth Sunday after Easter
Lord, from whom all good things come—grant us, your 
humble servants, that by your holy inspiration we may think 
those things that are good, and by your merciful guiding, 
may perform the same, through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

Ascension Day
Grant, we ask you, Almighty God, that just as we believe 
your only begotten Son our Lord to have ascended into the 
heavens, so we may in heart and mind also ascend, and with 
him continually dwell; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, world without 
end. Amen.

The Sunday after the Ascension
O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son, 
Jesus Christ, with great triumph, into your kingdom in 
heaven—we ask you, leave us not comfortless; but send to us 
your Holy Spirit to comfort us, and exalt us to the same place 
where our Savior Christ has gone before, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, world without end. Amen.

Whitsunday
God, as upon this day you have taught the hearts of your 
faithful people, by sending to them the light of your Holy 
Spirit—grant us by the same Spirit to have a right judgment 
in all things, and evermore to rejoice in his holy comfort; 
through the merits of Christ Jesus our Savior, who lives and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the same Spirit, one God, 
world without end. Amen.
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Trinity Sunday
Almighty and everlasting God, you have given us your ser-
vant’s grace by the confession of a true faith to acknowledge 
the glory of the eternal Trinity, and in the power of the divine 
majesty to worship the unity—we ask you, that through the 
steadfastness of this faith, we may evermore be defended from 
all adversity, who lives and reigns, one God, world without 
end. Amen.

The First Sunday after Trinity Sunday
God, the strength of all those who trust in you—mercifully 
accept our prayers; and because the weakness of our mortal 
nature can do no good thing without you, grant us the help 
of your grace, that in keeping your commandments we may 
please you, both in will and deed; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

The Second Sunday after Trinity Sunday
Lord, make us to have a perpetual fear and love of your holy 
name, for you never fail to help and govern them whom you 
bring up in your steadfast love. Grant this; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Third Sunday after Trinity Sunday
Lord, we ask you mercifully to hear us, and those you have 
given a hearty desire to pray. Grant that by your mighty aid 
we may be defended; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Fourth Sunday after Trinity Sunday
God, the protector of all those who trust in you, without 
whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy—increase and 
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multiply on us your mercy; that you being our ruler and 
guide, we may so pass through things temporal, that we fi-
nally lose not the things eternal. Grant this, heavenly Father, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Fifth Sunday after Trinity Sunday
Grant, Lord, we ask you, that the course of this world may be 
so peaceably ordered by your governance, that your congrega-
tion may joyfully serve you in all godly quietness; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Sixth Sunday after Trinity Sunday
God, you have prepared for those who love you such good 
things as pass all man’s understanding—pour into our hearts 
such love toward you, that we, loving you in all things, may 
obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Seventh Sunday after Trinity Sunday
Lord of all power and might, you are the author and giver of 
all good things—graft into our hearts the love of your name; 
increase in us true religion; nourish us with all goodness; 
and by your great mercy, keep us in the same; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Eighth Sunday after Trinity Sunday
God, whose providence is never deceived—we humbly ask 
you, that you would put away from us all hurtful things, and 
give those things which are profitable for us; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Ninth Sunday after Trinity Sunday
Grant to us, Lord, we ask you, the spirit to think and do always 
such things as are right; that we, who cannot be without you, 
may by you be able to live according to your will; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Tenth Sunday after Trinity Sunday
Let your merciful ears, O Lord, be open to the prayers of your 
humble servants; and that they may obtain their petitions, 
make them to ask such things as shall please you; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Eleventh Sunday after Trinity Sunday
God, you declare your almighty power, most chiefly in show-
ing mercy and pity—give to us abundantly your grace, that 
we, running to your promises, may be made partakers of 
your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Twelfth Sunday after Trinity Sunday
Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready 
to hear than we are to pray, and are willing to give more 
than either we desire or deserve—pour down upon us the 
abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which 
our consciences are afraid, and giving to us that which our 
prayers dare not presume to ask; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

The Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity Sunday
Almighty and merciful God, by whose only gift it comes that 
your faithful people give to you true and praiseworthy ser-
vice—grant, we ask you, that we may so run to your heavenly 
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promises, that we fail not finally to attain the same; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity Sunday
Almighty and everlasting God, give to us the increase of 
faith, hope, and love; and that we may obtain that which you 
promise, make us to love that which you command, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity Sunday
Keep your church we ask, O Lord, with your perpetual mercy; 
and because the frailty of man without you cannot but fall, 
keep us ever by your help, and lead us to all things profitable 
to our salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity Sunday
Lord, we ask you, let your continual pity cleanse and defend 
your congregation; and, because it cannot continue in safety 
without your help, preserve it evermore by your help and 
goodness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity Sunday
Lord, we pray you, that your grace may always go before and 
follow us, and make us continually to be given to all good 
works; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity Sunday
Lord, we ask you, grant your people grace to avoid the infec-
tions of the devil, and with pure heart and mind to follow 
you, the only God; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Nineteenth Sunday
O God, for as much as without you, we are not able to please 
you—grant that the working of your mercy may in all things 
direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

The Twentieth Sunday
Almighty and merciful God, by your bountiful goodness, 
keep us from all things that may hurt us; that we, being ready 
both in body and soul, may with free hearts accomplish those 
things that you would have done; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

The Twenty-First Sunday
Grant, we ask you, merciful Lord, to your faithful people 
pardon and peace; that they may be cleansed from all their 
sins, and serve you with a quiet mind, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.

The Twenty-Second Sunday
Lord, we ask you to keep your household the church in con-
tinual godliness; that through your protection, it may be 
free from all adversities, and devoutly given to serve you in 
good works, to the glory of your name; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.

The Twenty-Third Sunday
God, our refuge and strength, you are the author of all god-
liness—be ready to hear the devout prayers of your church; 
and grant that those things which we ask faithfully we may 
obtain effectually; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Twenty-Fourth Sunday
Lord, we ask you, absolve your people from their offenses; 
that through your bountiful goodness, we may be delivered 
from the hands of all those sins, which by our frailty we have 
committed. Grant this; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Twenty-Fifth Sunday
Stir up, we ask you, O Lord, the wills of your faithful people; 
that they, plenteously bringing forth the fruit of good works, 
may by you, be plenteously rewarded; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.

Saint Andrew’s Day
Almighty God, you gave such grace to your holy apostle Saint 
Andrew, that he readily obeyed the calling of your Son Jesus 
Christ and followed him without delay—grant to us all that 
we, being called by your holy Word, may now give ourselves 
obediently to follow your holy commandments; through the 
same, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Saint Thomas the Apostle
Almighty and ever living God, for the further confirmation 
of the faith you suffered your holy apostle Thomas to be 
doubtful in your Son’s resurrection—grant us so perfectly, 
and without all doubt, to believe in your Son Jesus Christ, 
that our faith in your sight may never be reproved. Hear us, 
O Lord; through the same Jesus Christ, to whom with you 
and the Holy Spirit be all honor, glory and praise. Amen.
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The Conversion of Saint Paul
God, you have taught all the world, through the preaching 
of your blessed apostle Saint Paul—grant, we ask you, that 
we who have his wonderful conversion in remembrance, may 
follow and fulfill the holy doctrine that he taught; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Purification of Saint Mary the Virgin
Almighty and everlasting God, we humbly ask your majesty: 
that as your only begotten Son was this day presented in the 
temple in the substance of our flesh; so grant that we may be 
presented to you with pure and clear minds; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Saint Matthias’s Day
Almighty God, in the place of the traitor Judas, you chose your 
faithful servant Matthias to be of the number of your twelve 
apostles—grant that your church, being always preserved 
from false apostles, may be ordered and guided by faithful and 
true pastors; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Annunciation of the Virgin Mary
We ask you, Lord, pour your grace into our hearts: that as we 
have known Christ, your Son’s incarnation, by the message 
of an angel; so by his cross and passion, we may be brought 
to the glory of his resurrection; through the same Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

Saint Mark’s Day
Almighty God, you have instructed your holy church with 
the heavenly doctrine of your evangelist Saint Mark—give us 
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grace so to be established by your holy gospel, that we do not 
become, like children, carried away with every blast of vain 
doctrine; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Saints Philip and James
Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life—grant 
us perfectly to know your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the 
truth, and the life, as you have taught Saint Philip and the 
other apostles; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Saint Barnabas the Apostle
Lord Almighty, you endued your holy apostle Barnabas with 
singular gifts of the Holy Spirit—let us not be destitute of 
your manifold gifts, nor yet of grace to use them always to 
your honor and glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Saint John the Baptist
Almighty God, by whose providence your servant John the 
Baptist was wonderfully born, and sent to prepare the way 
of your Son our Savior by preaching of penance—make us so 
to follow his doctrine and holy life, that we may truly repent 
according to his preaching; and after his example constantly 
speak the truth, boldly rebuke vice, and patiently suffer for 
the truth’s sake; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Saint Peter’s Day
Almighty God, by your Son, Jesus Christ, you gave to your 
apostle Saint Peter many excellent gifts, and commanded 
him earnestly to feed your flock—make, we ask you, all 
bishops and pastors diligently to preach your holy Word 
and the people obediently to follow the same, that they may 
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receive the crown of everlasting glory; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.

Saint Mary Magdalene
Merciful Father, give us grace, that we never presume to sin 
through the example of any creature; but if it shall happen 
that we at any time offend your divine majesty, then may we 
truly repent, and lament the same, after the example of Mary 
Magdalene, and by lively faith obtain remission of all our sins; 
through the only merits of your Son our Savior Christ. Amen.

Saint James the Apostle
Grant, O merciful God: that as your holy apostle Saint James, 
leaving his father and all that he had, without delay was 
obedient to the calling of your Son Jesus Christ, and followed 
him; so we, forsaking all worldly and carnal affections, may 
be evermore ready to follow your commandments; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Saint Bartholomew
O Almighty and everlasting God, you gave grace to your 
apostle Bartholomew truly to believe and to preach your 
Word—grant, we ask you, to your church, both to love that 
which he believed, and to preach that which he taught; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Saint Matthew
Almighty God, by your blessed Son, you called Matthew from 
the tax office to be an apostle and evangelist—grant us grace 
to forsake all covetous desires, and inordinate love of riches, 
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and to follow your Son Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, world without end. Amen.

Saint Michael and All Angels
Everlasting God, you ordained and constituted the services of 
all angels and men in a wonderful order—mercifully grant, 
that those who always do you service in heaven, may by your 
appointment help and defend us on earth; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, Amen.

Saint Luke the Evangelist
Almighty God, you called Luke the physician, whose praise 
is in the gospel, to be a physician of the soul—may it please 
you, by the wholesome medicines of his doctrine, to heal all 
the diseases of our souls; through your Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

The Apostles Simon and Jude
Almighty God, you built the congregation upon the founda-
tion of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being 
the head cornerstone—grant us to be joined together in unity 
of Spirit by their doctrine, that we may be made a holy temple 
acceptable to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

All Saints
Almighty God, you knitted together your elect in one com-
munion and fellowship, in the mystical body of your Son 
Christ our Lord—grant us grace so to follow your holy saints 
in all virtues, and godly living, that we may come to those 
unspeakable joys, which you have prepared for all those who 
sincerely love you; through Jesus Christ. Amen.
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Author and Liturgy Index1

Ambrose (339–397)
Bishop of Milan renowned for his preaching and defense 
of orthodox Christian doctrine; combatted paganism and 
Arianism and fought for independence of the church from 
the state.

Anselm (1033–1109)
Archbishop of Canterbury renowned for his godly character 
and sharp intellect; his Cur Deus Homo (“Why God Became 
Man”) was a vital contribution to the church’s understanding 
of the person and work of Christ.

Augustine (354–430)
North African church father and key founder of Western 
theology; forerunner of the Protestant Reformation; author 
of Confessions and The City of God.

1 Appendix 5 is adapted primarily from the ESV Prayer Bible (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2018).



340  •  Author and Liturgy Index

Richard Baxter (1615–1691)
En glish Puritan pastor known for his piety and quest for 
moderation amid the tumultuous En glish Civil War; author 
of The Reformed Pastor, a classic handbook on ministerial care.

Thomas Becon (1511–1567)
En glish Protestant Reformer who enjoyed the protection 
of Edward VI and Elizabeth I but fled to Europe during 
the reign of Mary I; penned popular writings in support of 
Protestantism.

Bernard of Clairvaux (1090–1153)
French Cistercian monk who served as an able administrator, 
promoter of asceticism, champion of mysticism, defender of 
the faith, and advocate for the Second Crusade.

Book of Common Prayer (1552)
The Book of Common Prayer authored by Archbishop 
Thomas Cranmer (1489–1566), leader of the En glish Refor-
mation during the reigns of Henry VIII and Edward VI.

Book of Public Prayer (1857)
Anonymous compilation of liturgies for church services in 
the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America.

John Bradford (1510–1555)
En glish preacher and Reformer; chaplain to Edward VI; 
burned at the stake for his Protestant convictions.
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Martin Bucer (1491–1551)
German Protestant Reformer who ministered in Strasbourg 
and influenced John Calvin during his three-year exile there; 
he wrote Church Practices (1539), which became a seminal liturgy 
for Calvin.

Heinrich Bullinger (1504–1575)
Swiss German Protestant Reformer who ministered in 
Zürich; he authored Christian Order and Custom (1535) to shape 
his church’s liturgy.

John Calvin (1509–1564)
French theologian and longtime pastor in Geneva, Swit-
zerland; key figure of the Reformation and forefather of 
Reformed theology and Presbyterianism; author of Institutes 
of the Christian Religion, a classic systematic theology.

John Chrysostom (347–407)
Patriarch of Constantinople whose powerful preaching com-
bined careful and literal exegesis with practical application 
(“Chrysostom” means “golden-mouthed”).

Jonathan Edwards (1703–1758)
Congregationalist theologian who ministered in Massachu-
setts and later became President of the College of New Jersey 
(later Prince ton) just before his untimely death.

Gregory of Nyssa (335–394)
Bishop of Nyssa whose writings strongly defended orthodox 
theology, especially concerning the nature of the Trinity and 
the two natures of Christ, human and divine.
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Gregory the Great (c. 540–604)
Bishop of Rome, known as the “Father of Christian Worship,” 
through his liturgical reforms; Calvin said that he was the 
last good pope; the “Gregorian Chant” is named after him.

Johann Habermann (1516–1590)
German theologian and pastor known for his Old Testament 
scholarship and especially for his book of prayers, written in 
accessible and biblical prose.

George Herbert (1593–1633)
En glish curate and poet whose verse, published post hu-
mous ly, is considered some of the earliest and finest de-
votional poetry in Anglicanism, with skillful rhyme and 
rhythm.

William Jay (1769–1853)
En glish nonconformist pastor known for his revivalist 
preaching as well as his writing and counseling ministries.

Samuel Johnson (1709–1784)
British scholar whose 1755 Dictionary of the En glish Language set 
the standard for En glish lexicography; devout Anglican who 
periodically wrote sermons for friends.

Wilhelm Loehe (1808–1872)
German evangelical pastor known for his fervent preaching 
and for sending Lutheran missionaries around the world; 
founding sponsor of the Lutheran church, Missouri Synod.
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Martin Luther (1483–1546)
Leading voice of the Protestant Reformation due to his insis-
tence on the biblical doctrine of justification by faith alone; 
voluminous writer and preacher who founded the Lutheran 
Church.

George Matheson (1842–1906)
Scottish pastor and hymn writer, blind from youth, whose 
writings and lectures were well received, including by Queen 
Victoria.

Martin Micronius (1522–1559)
Dutch theologian who ministered in the “Stranger Church” 
for Dutch exiles in London; he penned Christian Ordinances 
(1554) to shape his church’s liturgy.

Middelburg Liturgy (1586)
Liturgy penned by En glish Puritan Thomas Cartwright (1553–
1603) after he and his congregation were exiled to Middelburg 
in the Netherlands.

John Oecolampadius (1482–1531)
German Protestant Reformer who ministered in Basel; he 
wrote two liturgies: The Testament of Jesus Christ (1523) and 
Form and Manner (1526).

Saint Patrick (5th century)
British-born missionary to Ireland who felt called to the 
island after being captured by Irish pirates as a teenager; fol-
lowed a strict rule of faith, combined with intimate knowl-
edge of the Latin Bible.
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Diebold Schwarz (1485–1561)
German Reformer in Strasbourg who was one of the first 
ministers to begin reforming the German Mass; Schwarz’s 
reforms were seen in his German Mass (1524) liturgy.

Henry Smith (1560–1591)
Puritan preacher during the reign of Elizabeth I; the im-
mense popularity of his sermons led to the nickname “Silver-
Tongued Smith.”

Jeremy Taylor (1613–1667)
Anglican bishop who served as chaplain to Charles I and was 
well known for his devotional writings, which stressed piety 
and were valued for their clear prose and vivid imagery.

Thomas à Kempis (1380–1471)
German-Dutch priest known for his devotional writings, 
especially those concerning the imitation of Christ.

Henry Thornton (1760–1815)
En glish economist and politician who served as a founding 
member of the Clapham Sect, a society of Anglicans who 
fought for evangelical values, such as the abolition of slavery.

Augustus Toplady (1740–1778)
Anglican minister known for his extensive writings, includ-
ing essays, hymns, letters, theological polemics, and reflec-
tions on the natural world.
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Zacharias Ursinus (1534–1584)
German Protestant Reformer who taught at the University 
of Heidelberg; along with others, he wrote the Heidelberg 
Catechism (1563), at the back of which was the Palatinate 
Church Order liturgy.

John Wesley (1703–1791)
Anglican minister and theologian who founded the Meth-
odist church along with his brother Charles; committed to 
biblical preaching, evangelism, personal holiness, and social 
ministry.

William Wilberforce (1759–1833)
En glish evangelical orator and member of Parliament who 
provided leadership in the successful crusade to abolish the 
slave trade, and later slavery itself, in the British Empire.

Ulrich Zwingli (1484–1531)
Swiss German Protestant Reformer who ministered in Zürich; 
he wrote two liturgies: Act of Custom of the Supper (1525) 
and Form of Prayer (1525).
















