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ESCAPING THE MONEY TRAP 
ECCLESIASTES 5:8-20 

I. EVERYTHING UNDER THE SUN—INCLUDING MONEY—IS 
__________________________ _____________________________! 

Ecclesiastes 1:2-3: "Meaningless! Meaningless!" says 
the Teacher. "Utterly meaningless! Everything is meaning-
less!" What do people gain from all their labors at which 
they toil under the sun?" 
Ecclesiastes 3:11: He has made everything beautiful 
in its time. He has also set eternity in the human heart; 
yet no one can fathom what God has done from begin-
ning to end. 

II. CORRECTION: THE _____________ OF _________________ IS 
THE ROOT OF ALL EVIL. 

Money is the root of all evil. 
1 Timothy 6:9-10: Those who want to be rich fall into 
temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harm-
ful lusts that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 
For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some 
people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith 
and pierced themselves with many griefs. 

III. DON’T BE SURPRISED WHEN THE LUST FOR MONEY RESULTS 
IN BUREAUCRATIC ______________________________. 

Ecclesiastes 5:8-9: If you see the poor oppressed in a 
district and justice and rights denied, do not be sur-
prised at such things; for one official is eyed by a high-
er, and over them both are others higher still. The in-
crease from the land is taken by all; the king himself 
profits from the fields. 

IV. THE LUST FOR MONEY CAN BECOME AN _________________ 
WHICH NEVER ________________________ THE ADDICT. 

Ecclesiastes 5:10: Whoever loves money never has 
enough; whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with 
their income. This too is meaningless. 
If anything is worse than the addiction money brings, it 
is the emptiness it leaves. [Humans] …with eternity in… 

[their hearts, need] better nourishment than this —
Derek Kidner 

V. THE LUST FOR MONEY CAN ________________ YOU. 

Ecclesiastes 5:13: I have seen a grievous evil under 
the sun: wealth hoarded to the harm of its owners… 
Matthew 6:21, 24: For where your treasure is, there 
your heart will be also… No one can serve two masters, 
for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he 
will be devoted to one and despise the other. You can-
not serve God and money. 

VI. U-HAULS __________________ FOLLOW ________________! 

Ecclesiastes 5:15-16: Everyone comes naked from 
their mother’s womb, and as everyone comes, so they 
depart. They take nothing from their toil that they can 
carry in their hands. This too is a grievous evil: As 
everyone comes, so they depart, and what do they gain 
since they toil for the wind? 
Ecclesiastes 7:1-2: A good name is better than pre-
cious ointment, and the day of death [is better] than the 
day of one’s birth; better to go to the house of mourning 
than to go to the house of feasting, for that [death] is the 
end of all men; and the living will take it to heart. 

VII. YOU CAN TAKE ____________________ RICHES WITH YOU! 

Ecclesiastes 5:19: Moreover, when God gives some-
one wealth and possessions, and the ability to enjoy 
them, to accept their lot and be happy in their toil—this 
is a gift of God. 
Matthew 6:19-21: “Do not store up for yourselves 
treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, 
and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, whether moths and 
vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break 
in and steal. For where you treasure is, there your 
heart will be also. 
Ephesians 2:10: For we are God’s handiwork, created 
in Christ Jesus, to do good works, which God prepared 
in advance for us to do. 
Matthew 10:42: “And if anyone gives even a cup of 
cold water to one of these little ones who is my disciple, 
I swear to you, on my honor—that person will, never, 
under any circumstances whatsoever, come hell or high 
water—lose their reward.” (PDP—Pastor Dave’s Para-
phrase)


