
JANUARY 29TH, 2023 
ENCOUNTER CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
GOD IS GOD—WE ARE NOT! 

DANIEL 4 

1. Our Sovereign God sometimes uses ___________ and 
______________ to ________________ our _______________. 

Daniel 4:30: …and the king answered and said, "Is not this 
great Babylon, which I have built by my mighty power as a 
royal residence, and for the glory of my majesty?” 
Genesis 3:4-6: But the serpent said to the woman, “You will 
not surely die. For God knows that when you eat of it your 
eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good 
and evil.”  
2 Peter 5:5: Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to 
the elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility to-
ward one another, for “God opposes the proud but gives 
grace to the humble.” 

British playwright George Bernard Shaw: 
There are two tragedies in life. One is to lose your heart’s 
desire, and the other is to gain it. We don’t look at it that 
way. In our eyes gaining your heart’s desire is the very pur-
pose of life itself. But how many people have achieved their 
dreams only to be ruined in the process? Success can be just 
as big a temptation as failure, perhaps more so since success 
tends to make us take life for granted. While it is true that 
God speaks to us both ways, we tend to listen more when 
God speaks through sorrow, pain, loss, and personal failure. 
Success tends to make us complacent but failure cannot be 
denied. 
Matthew 28:28-30: "Come to me, all you who labor and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon 
you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, 
and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, 
and my burden is light." 

2. Our Sovereign God sometimes uses pain and suffering 
to ________________ people to ____________________. 

Daniel 4:34-25: At the end of the days I, Nebuchadnezzar, 
lifted my eyes to heaven, and my reason returned to me, and 
I blessed the Most High, and praised and honored him who 
lives forever, for his dominion is an everlasting dominion, 
and his kingdom endures from generation to generation; all 
the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, and he 
does according to his will among the host of heaven and 

among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay his 
hand say to him, “What have you done?” 

3. Our Sovereign God always ___________ what is __________. 

Psalm 119:68: You are good and what you do is good; 
teach me your decrees. (NIV) 
Matthew 16:15-17: Simon Peter replied, "You are the Christ, 
the Son of the living God." And Jesus answered him, 
"Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has 
not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 
And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it." 

4. Our Sovereign God used Nebuchadnezzar to show us 
how much we _______________  _________________! 

Daniel 4:1: King Nebuchadnezzar to all peoples, nations, 
and languages, that dwell in all the earth: Peace be multi-
plied to you! 
Revelation 5:9-10: And they sang a new song, saying, 
"Worthy are you to take the scroll  and to open its seals, for 
you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for 
God  from every tribe and language and people and nation, 
and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God,  
and they shall reign on the earth.” 

Discussion Questions 

1. How would you define pride? Is it ever good? What’s the differ-
ence between good pride and bad pride? 

2. Do you or have you ever struggled with pride? How did you deal 
with it. 

3. Has God every used trouble or hurt to bring His goodness into 
your life? Would you like to share it with us? 

4. Have you ever felt so far from God that you didn’t care about 
loving Him? What brought you back? 

5. Have there been times when you needed to repent drastically? 
What brought you there? What did you do? 

6. Has God ever done something in your life that left you 
awestruck with wonder? Did you tell others about it? Would you 
like to share it with us?


