
Practical Evangelism 
Sharing your faith is much easier than you think. 


By Mike Larsen


The word evangelism sometimes freaks people out. I want to teach you that it is not as scary as it 
sounds. I would argue that everyone is an evangelist from one degree to another. I absolutely love 
sushi. My favorite spot for great sushi is Mamma's Sushi in Lakewood, Ca. Every other sushi place 
gets evaluated by Mamma's Sushi's quality, service, and cost. I love this place so much that if you 
mention that you like sushi, I have to take you to Mamma's. If you never tried sushi, you have to try 
Mamma's. If you want a new favorite sushi restaurant, you have to try Mamma's! When I am at 
Mamma's, I check in and post pictures on social media. I have even left a review on Yelp 
recommending Mamma's to people I will never meet. That is if we don't bump into each other at 
Mamma's!  


Do you see what's happening? Now I am not getting paid to advertise for Mamma's Sushi. I 
advertise naturally because of my love for their sushi. Essentially, what has happened is I have 
become an evangelist for Mamma's Sushi.  Here's my point. When you are excited about something, 
when you really love something, you will tell others about it. You will invite others to come to check it 
out. You will try to convince people that this is a great place because you want them to experience 
the same joy and satisfaction that you are experiencing. 


Why is it so easy to share our love for a sushi restaurant but when it comes to the most essential 
thing in our lives—our faith in Jesus, the forgiveness of sins, a new life presently and the promise of 
eternal life in heaven—we don’t know what to do. Don’t worry, it’s easier than you think. 


Reaching people for Christ is much easier than you think. We are called to "Love God and Love 
People." We learn this in Matthew 22 where it says, "And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a 
question to test him. “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” And he said to him, 
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 
This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself. (Matthew 22:35-39 ESV).


As we live by the gospel and in the community, we are also to be on Christ mission. Pastors look to 
the members of their church family to be on mission, reaching out in very intentional ways with the 
sole purpose of loving people intentionally and unconditionally, while proclaiming the person and 
work of Jesus Christ. “Nobody has ever eclipsed the love of God as demonstrated in Jesus Christ. 
“While we were still sinners, Jesus died for us.” (Romans 5:8) “Here is love --- not that we love God, 
but that he loved us and sent his Son to die for us.” (I John 4:9-11).


THE BIG IDEA! 

The entire church loving their neighbors unconditionally! 




Seems simple enough— but in that statement alone rest two words that are not automatically 
understood or even accepted in our present culture.


“Unconditionally” 

Nobody has ever eclipsed the love of God as demonstrated in Jesus Christ. 


“While we were still sinners, Jesus died for us.” (Romans 5:8)


“Here is love—not that we love God, but that he loved us and sent his Son to die for us.” (I 
John 4:9-11)


We didn’t, don’t and won’t deserve to be recipients of the love of God that includes: 

	 	 Forgiveness --- for ALL our sins, past and future

	 	 Blessing --- God’s riches, power and blessing come to us

	 	 	       (this natural world reacts to us in supernatural ways) 
	 	 Acceptance --- we are heard and welcomed by God every time we call on him

	 	 Eternal life --- living in our ‘Father’s house’ forever and ever


What we receive so freely, we need to give just as freely. No conditions or preconceived ideas on 
how others will react --- we just give away our love as freely as we received it.

	 	 


“Neighbors” 

Apparently our culture is not the first to misunderstand what a true neighbor is. Jesus told a parable 
about the good Samaritan to clarify it almost 2,000 years ago. (Luke 10)


Most of us live within close proximity to others. People live on all four sides of our houses or 
apartments grouped together within a few feet or a few yards. More often than we want to admit, we 
don’t know these people well if at all.


In Southern California it is not unusual to drive 20 minutes (or much longer) to church on Sunday, 
claim and sing that we live in the ‘faith community—while never taking the trip next door to meet our 
neighbor who is physically nearer us.


What would change if we got to know our neighbor? And if we know them, actually love (verb) them? 
And if we already have been loving the five nearest us, how about expanding our circle even further 
and loving five we’ve never met before?


Perhaps we’ve taken geography too lightly—(Acts 17:24-28) and not appreciated God’s genius in 
allowing us to live (even placing us) in neighborhoods.


The truth is, God has placed people all around us so that we might have opportunity to grow rich in 
good deeds and become the supply-line of blessing to our neighbors.




Just as Abraham was ‘blessed to be… a blessing,’ we are blessed to be a neighbor who helps to 
bring unusual favor (blessing) to those around us.




The 5 S’s

Can you—will you—commit 12-months to partner with God to search for, 
serve, strengthen, share with and send your neighbors?


The biblical basis is found clearly in Luke chapter 10:


Luke 10:1-11 
1The Lord now chose seventy-two other disciples and sent them on ahead in pairs to all the 

towns and villages he planned to visit. 2These were his instructions to them: “The harvest is so great, 
but the workers are so few. Pray to the Lord who is in charge of the harvest, and ask him to send out 
more workers for his fields. 3Go now (SEARCH), and remember that I am sending you out as lambs 
among wolves (TO SEARCH). 4Don’t take along any money, or a traveler’s bag, or even an extra pair 
of sandals. And don’t stop to greet anyone on the road. (KEEP SEARCHING!) 

5“Whenever you enter a home, give it your blessing (SERVE). 6If those who live there are worthy, 
the blessing will stand; if they are not, the blessing will return to you. 7When you enter a town, don’t 
move around from home to home. Stay in one place, eating and drinking what they provide you. 
Don’t hesitate to accept hospitality, because those who work (SERVE) deserve their pay.

8“If a town welcomes you, eat whatever is set before you 9and heal (STRENGTHEN) the sick. As you 
heal (STRENGTHEN) them, say (SHARE), ‘the Kingdom of God is near you now.’ 10But if a town 
refuses to welcome you, go out into its streets and say, 11‘We wipe the dust of your town from our 
feet as a public announcement of your doom. And don’t forget the Kingdom of God is near!’	 


Those early disciples were not nearly as capable as we are after nearly 2,000 years to hone our craft 
of disciple-making and blessing others!


Working from a simple equation (potency + proximity x opportunity = new disciples) the math is in 
our favor when we simply DO the work.


Potency: the sum total of your spiritual intensity including your journey, knowledge, gifting, 
passion and equipping to date.

Proximity: how near you are to people (your neighbors, co-workers, friends, etc.) and how 
accessible you're willing to be makes up your proximity

Opportunity: everyone’s busy; how you manage your time and money tells exactly what you 
value. The more you take advantage of ‘opportunities’ to be with others, the more likely you 
are to see the fruit of relationships (and help some become disciples).


To get started you must first ‘search’ for your neighbor. How does that look?




SEARCH 
TEN WAYS TO MEET (SEARCH FOR) YOUR NEIGHBOR:


The mission is about loving people intentionally and unconditionally. The purpose is about people, 
not just community events. It’s about your neighbor! As you are praying and searching your focus 
should be on a specific person(s) that doesn't have faith in Jesus yet. It is also for those that have 
walked away from God. If a person has not been to church in a few years, I consider them 
unchurched. They need the gospel, and I am called to love and reach for Jesus. 


So who is your neighbor? It is most likely someone that you already know. The person might be in 
your home, in your classroom, at your work as well as your physical neighbors. We want you to ask 
the question: Who do I know in my life that does not have a real saving relationship with Jesus and 
how can I meet a need that they might have? Who is the ONE who is close to your heart but far from 
God? Pray, ask God, and seek who He wants you to love intentionally. God has probably already 
placed a person in your life and now on your heart.  
If you limit your search for your neighbor to how far you can walk (instead of how far you can drive), 
perhaps Jesus’ commands will have more effect!	 	 


Why is searching for our neighbor so intimidating to some of us?


• Fear of rejection

• Fear of being harmed or used

• Fear of (insert yours here) _______________


Fear is one of the strongest barriers (and negative motivators) in our emotional construct. 

It is not without irony that we find the scriptures teaching us that “perfect love drives out all fears!” (I 
John 4:18)


Most people are NOT extraverts --- and find it much easier and more comfortable to avoid or ignore 
our neighbors than meet them and risk whatever it is we perceive that we are risking.


Jesus doesn’t gift everyone with the gift of evangelism (and the assumptive ability to be bold in 
proclamation or normal conversation); neither does he give a free pass to anyone that allows them 
NOT to love their neighbor.


You simply can’t love your neighbor as yourself* without knowing them. 

What can we do to help overcome our resistance to just meet our neighbor?


• Consider how far Jesus traveled to meet us  
(from the splendor of heaven to a dirty barn) 

• Quit assuming that there are others who will do our job (to love our neighbors)

• Realize that our neighbors are people like us with hopes, fears and dreams

• Know that whatever we do in loving our neighbors will be rewarded by God!




1) Invite your neighbor into your home for coffee or a meal.


Human curiosity works in our favor --- most of our neighbors wonder about what goes on 
inside our homes and what we have stashed behind the stucco or siding.


Our homes belong to Jesus (go ahead and search the Bible --- Jesus and the other writers in 
the New Testament promise food and clothing, making housing optional for disciples!). We 
should be willing to share our homes with others because we are all apparently living above 
our means simply be living indoors!

 

Jesus had no such luxury and never demanded it. “No place to lay his head . . .”


If your house is simply off-limits, then take them someplace you know will be good for 
conversation (i.e. you won’t have to yell to be heard!).


2) Invite your neighbor to a sporting event.


Let’s face it, we’re a nation obsessed with sports and entertainment. Just inviting a neighbor 
to a sporting event will do two things --- start a simple conversation (“I hate baseball!”) and 
reveal something about them you can use to get to know them.


Avoid concerts (generally too much noise for conversation) and cramped space (like a boat or 
race car!) if you are already nervous about getting to know them.


3) Invite your neighbor to a community-wide event.


I think you’ll be surprised how many neighbors never attend an event in their own community, 
probably because they didn’t want to go alone or for fear of it being a bore (well, o.k., sometimes 
they are!).


Inviting someone to the local chili cook-off, car show or street fair may be just the thing to help 
find a common bond. And look --- there’s lot’s of space outdoors so you won’t get too 
claustrophobic. 


4) Invite your neighbor to an evening out.


Sharing a meal at your favorite restaurant (or better yet, THEIR favorite restaurant) is usually fairly 
safe, so long as the restaurant doesn’t have the background noise of a speeding freight train!


If you invite them, be sure to clarify in advance if you are paying all or splitting the tab to avoid 
awkward moments ahead. If you suspect that alcohol consumption is in store --- volunteer to be 
the designated driver thus saving your nerves and their unexpected stay in jail (not a good way to 
start your friendship!). 


5) Invite your neighbor to a school event.


This is especially true if your neighbor has children similar in age to your own and are not playing 
on the opposing team! Schools are often neutral ground --- (unless you are a USC fan and they 
are UCLA alumni, in which case friendship may be impossible . . .)




6) Invite your neighbor to carpool.


Not for everyone --- especially if you work on opposite sides of town! But, if there is a common 
destination, nothing passes the time like driving along with friends new or old.


7) Invite your neighbor to take a walk (pets optional!).


Celebrate the weather in socal by actually living in it! Walking in the neighborhood is already 
popular in many places --- take your neighbor with you. Statistics are pretty convincing that most 
of us are not getting the aerobic exercise we need, so taking your neighbor walking may be 
ministry in itself.


8) Invite your neighbor to roam an outdoor or indoor mall.


Again, walking and talking while gawking --- provides valuable insights into tastes and 
preferences of your neighbor and stimulates conversation. There are lot’s of places to eat and 
drink as well. Natural forums if there ever were any.

9) Invite your neighbor to a party at a trusted friends house.


There are occasions when the hospitality of a friend provides additional support and options for 
conversation and entertainment. Also a great way to show that you’re not weird (unless of course 
you and your friends ARE weird) and that you have other friends (proving you’re not desperate!).


10) Invite your neighbor to a neighborhood garage sale.


Nothing like good old American capitalism to bond us together! Garage sales are often a drag to 
organize and execute --- but a natural way to serve and meet your neighbors simply by inviting 
them to unload their garage full of stuff.


O.K. --- you probably already have better ideas, so JUST DO THEM! Give in to a sense of urgency 
and meet a new neighbor TODAY!


My friend Charlie “Tremendous” Jones put it this way: “You will be the same person you are today 
five years from now except for two things: the people you meet and the books you read.” He’s right.


There are a few cautions in meeting your neighbor (especially in what we call ‘lingering with intent’) 
knowing that ultimately you’d like to see them come into a relationship with Christ.


Ultimately upon meeting your neighbor --- to fulfill the goal of being able to love them, you are going 
to have to gather a certain amount of data:


___ Your neighbor’s correct name (not a good start if you mispronounce or totally miss their       
name, so be SURE you have it).


___ Permission to follow-up (“How about I give you a call . . . e-mail . . . text message for us to get 
together.”) If you don’t get permission, no need to get their contact info yet.




___ Spouse’s and/or kid’s names. The more info you get up front, the more likely you’ll be able to 
connect meaningfully.


CAUTION!
1) Don’t push for information if they are hesitant. You’re not selling anything. You’re 


offering to be their friend --- so act like one and respect their privacy. Most people will 
volunteer the information when you ask anyway, so don’t get pushy. 

2) Don’t rush the relationship. Rarely will you meet a neighbor and have a legitimate opening to 
share the four spiritual laws and pray with them to receive Christ in the first hour. Be patient 
and BE A FRIEND first. God will help with the rest and since he does the inviting and ‘saving,’ 
let him work.


3) Don’t invite them to church! You read correctly --- we often damage relationships by 
pressuring people to come to our church before they get to know us first. Don’t rush them 
into the Christian community before you are really sure you have loved them unconditionally 
first.


4) Don’t overwhelm them with your story. Be a good listener and ask them to share their story. 
Perhaps you’re a world traveler with outrageous experiences and depth of character; let them 
share their lives no matter how much more stimulating yours is! This requires extraverts to 
practice restraint. It’s worth it.


5) DO take initiative. Despite popular belief, most people do like being pursued (not stalked!) 
and respond favorably to our approaching them if our motives truly are noble. “I just want to 
get to know you!”


When you have that person(s) now “serve” them.




SERVE 
TEN WAYS TO SERVE (BLESS) YOUR NEIGHBOR 

Love is ‘faith in action.’ When I genuinely serve my neighbor, I’m showing (not just talking about) 
love.


When Jesus told the 70 to ‘bless’ the people, it must have been more than mere words (though 
words used correctly and sincerely can certainly be a blessing!).


1) Show genuine interest in their well-being. Most of us know the difference between ‘token’ 
sincerity and heart-felt empathy. In getting to know a neighbor I learn things about their lives 
that give me the chance to pray and help them in practical ways. It starts with genuine 
concern.


Don’t ask ‘how are you?’ if you don’t really care or aren’t planning on helping them be even 
better!


2) Pray for them to be blessed! “The fervent, effectual prayer of a righteous man avails much.” 
That is all the encouragement we should need to pray for our neighbors! Pray for them to be 
blessed, protected, sensitive to God, able to find their own calling and purpose.


If they are in crisis or trouble, pray for them to be comforted. BUT PRAY FOR THEM!!! Gifted 
intercessors will love this --- but gifted or not, use your privileges as a child of God for the 
good of someone else!


3) Share what you have with them. There is not a real shortage of resources on this planet, but 
there is a shortage of creative distribution and strategic linkage.


Many of us are linked to more resources (of all kinds) than we can ever really use. Keeping a 
list or inventory of what we have access to (skills we, our family and friends have; finances; 
equipment; knowledge, etc.) is helpful when a need comes up.


That is apparently what God had in mind for Christian community --- where every need is met; 
every joint supplied as we seek to help each other.


When you get to know your neighbors needs, desires, hopes and dreams, you can use your 
inventory to help them (so long as it is not illegal or immoral!).


4) Help them with chores. The demands of the rapid pace of life in Southern California makes 
actually ‘helping’ someone physically seem over the top. But sometimes we just need to lend 
a hand to become a great neighbor.


Whether it be helping the widow next door with her sprinkler setting, the guy down the street 
load up his tree trimmings, washing the windows of the single mom two doors down, this kind 
of service shows a servant’s heart and gives credence to our words about love.




Sometimes a strong back makes up for a weak mind! If your words are not eloquent, but you 
know how to fix a leaky pipe --- well, you’re very valuable to someone who can’t! Everyone 
needs a little help from time to time --- make it known that you’re available.


5) Cast a vision for a better world. Here’s where words are important, but only equal to the 
demonstrations of our practical love as stated already.


Cynicism is rampant and largely accurate! There are lot’s of reasons to doubt that this world is 
getting ‘better’ behaved. But I think the case could be made that if we start really looking out 
for each other’s good more than our own, it can improve.


Hopefully you have experienced enough Christian community to see that Jesus’ people are 
capable of incredible kindnesses and acts of service. Ask God to show you the vision he has 
for your neighborhood or city or county or beyond --- then share that. Give people a reason to 
hope with you for a better world even while we await our final reward (heaven!).


6) Be there in times of crisis.  We all have trouble. It comes to each door at some point. If your 
neighbor is in crisis (illness or death of family member; arrest of a loved one; job loss, etc.) 
you can share your own resources to help them through. Cooking a meal or two, sharing a 
dollar or two, visiting a hospital or two . . . there’s no end to the help we could and should 
provide.


Early Christianity was known for helping the sick and dying (and even how we treated the 
dead). It is a natural avenue for us to serve and show love.


7) Extravagant and surprising generosity. Some of us are just made to give. Treating a 
neighbor to an experience they would not normally be able to enjoy or afford is a 
demonstration of God’s grace toward us! 


8) Help make the neighborhood a safe place. We live in a fallen and broken world where some 
people just can’t keep their hands off other-people’s-stuff! Helping to provide a safe 
neighborhood where we look out for each other is very practical.


9) Invest in your neighbor’s future. Some of us have access to spectacular training and life 
improvement resources. Books we read, seminars we attend, conventions we have access to 
that would benefit many more if they had the same access.


10)Serve on neighborhood councils. Simply be volunteering to be a part of your community 
you can influence the good of your city.


As you engage your neighbor to listen and watch for a specific time when you can “strengthen” 
them…




STRENGHTHEN 

TEN WAYS TO STRENGTHEN (HEAL) YOUR NEIGHBOR 

When you have a Biblical Worldview (you look at this life through the lens of the Bible) you can’t help 
but notice it’s brokenness! People are indeed ‘fallen,’ and creation is groaning for someone to fix it.


Jesus came to usher in the REAL Kingdom --- and he paid the ultimate price for us to enjoy more in 
this life and all of the next! When he sent his own disciples out, he told them to do what he was 
doing --- healing, casting out devils, working miracles and declaring that God is very, very near.


It was difficult for the early church fathers to spread the good news WITH miraculous validation. I 
wonder how much more difficult we have made it WITHOUT trusting God for miracles in our own 
lives.


I’m not talking about a FEW people who seem to tap into the hidden power of God to heal --- I’m 
talking about the experience of ALL believers lining up with what is revealed in scripture. 


One of the signs of human dependence is what we all see --- someone gets sick, they go to the 
doctor, and when the doctor tells them they can’t do anything for them, they suddenly cry out to 
God for intervention. Do you supposed the order should be reversed? Shouldn’t we go to God first, 
and to other means when we are convinced that it is his will?

I believe if the early disciples came to us today and looked around, they would say: “And you believe 
with only THIS as evidence?” They would be shocked to see how little we demand in the area of 
supernatural manifestations. Someone will often quote the verse: “Blessed are those who believe 
without seeing.” Well, then you’d better also go read Paul when he says how grateful he was that 
those he’d led to Christ weren’t established in words, but in power!


How can all of us walk in more power and give more demonstrations of the Kingdom? By putting 
ourselves OUT THERE in the public eye.


The famous basketball player Michael Jordan was often criticized for his poor shooting percentage, 
despite being the greatest player who ever played. He replied, “Well, this one thing I know --- I 
missed every shot I didn’t even try to take!”


To strengthen our neighbor will sometimes require us to take a shot --- and it’s better to take one 
and miss than never to take one at all.


1) Discover your neighbor’s brokenness. Not everyone is going to tell you where they are 
broken (and some don’t even know!). This requires doing life together over a period of time 
and you proving yourself trustworthy and the kind of person who deserves to know.


Among the beautiful characteristics of Jesus when you read about him in the Gospels, you 
never see him going into shock over the sins or hurts people had. He never gasps, shakes his 
head in disgust or turns away.




Be Jesus to your neighbor. No matter how terrible their brokenness is, Jesus can heal and 
restore them. It may not always happen instantly, but by being Jesus to your neighbor in the 
middle of their pain, between them and God, you have unusual powers.


2) Pray boldly over them. If you are privileged to discover your neighbor’s brokenness --- pray 
for them and if possible, lay hands on them. There is something wonderfully mysterious about 
appropriately touching people as we pray for or over them. Power can travel between 
persons. Don’t think you’ll totally understand why, it may not really matter. What you want to 
be is the catalyst for help, hope and healing between your neighbor and God.


It may be that not all will be healed or set free --- but some, maybe many, will. And all will be 
blessed more in some way for you doing it than if you didn’t.


3) Walk with your neighbor in their pain. There are times that your neighbor will not be healed 
quickly and you will have to learn how to bear some of their burden.


Bearing someone else’s burden requires being discrete, available and empathizing. This is 
how God’s love flows through us to them --- so being phony, shallow or nonchalant will not 
do. Oftentimes God has to break us first in order to be useful to others. If that hasn’t 
happened to you --- dare yourself to pray for it! Your ultimate objective is supposed to be 
helping others succeed more than yourself.


4) Introduce your neighbor to others who are gifted to help.  Whether it be your most trusted 
and proven physician or someone else who is gifted to pray for illness or addiction, be sure to 
bring other resources to bear on the hurt after getting permission to do so.


None of us have it all or can do it all. You should make a point of recognizing other’s gifts so 
when a need is before you, they can be brought in to help. The key is to bring healing, not 
build your own ego or reputation.


5) Help your neighbor sort out the medical system. If indeed professional medical care or re-
hab is involved, the difficulties in dealing with this system are legendary. What can you do to 
help them sort out all the paperwork and requirements?


Some people avoid or miss out on helpful treatment just because they don’t know where to 
turn for help. Educate yourself by asking others how the system works and what is available 
to people in need.


6) Give your neighbor hope. When physical and psychological problems find us, it is easy to 
become negative and down. Be the encourager by pointing out victories all around us by 
ordinary people who triumph daily.


The Bible states that ‘a merry heart does good like a medicine.’ Be the merry heart on behalf 
of someone who is suffering.


7) Build faith in your neighbor. By telling our stories of overcoming adversity, we help each 
other see that God is faithful even when we are not. We need to tell our neighbor that our 
confidence is in Jesus, not ourselves, and for that reason we expect results.




8) Give financial support to your neighbor. The definition of prosperity is having enough for 
yourselves and something to give. There are times when our neighbors need financial help to 
get through sickness and recovery. How can you use some of your abundance to help your 
neighbor and inspire others to also help?


9) Provide relevant information to your neighbor. Research potential and alternative solutions 
to their need.


10)Stick with your neighbor. We all know what it’s like to have a friend and eventually drift away. 
There are neighbors around us who are so broken that it will take a long time and much effort 
to help bring healing to them.




SHARE 
TEN WAYS TO SHARE (PREACH) WITH YOUR NEIGHBOR 

In the time that you have searched, served and strengthened your neighbor(s) this whole mission 
intends that you develop a trusting relationship with them. You now have the relational equity with 
them. Mostly you have earned the right to speak into their lives. Share the reason why you helped 
them and why you are the way you are.


Ultimately, we are responsible for sharing the good news of forgiveness in Jesus with our neighbors. 
Angels aren’t entrusted with this message or task; we are (much to the amazement of the angels!). 
You can argue with God about this or simply appreciate that someone had to share it with you or you 
would still be lost in your sins.


It is reported that edging out death as the leading human fear . . . is the fear of public speaking. This 
proves that at a funeral, you’re better off being in the casket than up-front giving the eulogy!


There’s plenty of evidence that people are equally fearful of sharing their faith with someone. Why is 
that? Personality or wiring (extraverts vs. introverts)? Feelings of inadequacy (I’m just not prepared, 
knowledgeable, equipped, etc.)? Gifting (“I don’t have the gift of evangelism.”)?


Why doesn’t spiritual reproduction catch on as easy as physical reproduction? Apparently the enemy 
of our soul has really done his homework and works overtime without extra pay to convince us all 
“our neighbor really doesn’t want to hear about Jesus from me . . .” Lies, all lies. Survey after survey 
reveals that people ARE interested in Jesus --- just not in church due to perceived hypocrites and 
abusive leaders.


1) Share your personal story. We eventually “overcome the evil one by the blood of the Lamb 
and the word of our testimony (story).” The story of how God has found you and dealt with 
you has tremendous value to others who are still not connected to him.


2) Share about Jesus’ love. Many times well-meaning Christians have shared about eternal 
death and hell, believing that they can provoke (scare) people to God. There is a reason that 
won’t work --- they simply don’t believe that it exists (hence why we refer to them as 
UNBELIEVERS!). Images of hell were used by Jesus to instruct his disciples, probably to give 
them a sense of urgency. The masses he told stories of multiplication and the largeness of the 
Kingdom of God. But he underscored God’s love --- the pure motive we all need to be moved 
by.


3) Share about God’s power. The miracles of Jesus were to ‘bear witness’ to his divine essence 
and authority. Rather than tell us to keep repeating these stories, he said to “go and do what I 
have shown you.” (Luke 10 / Mark 16) A powerless gospel doesn’t save anyone. Share the 
miracles you’ve experienced; those you know about firsthand and then the ones you read 
about in the Bible.




4) Share passionately but patiently. The trouble with most of us, we are so engrossed in our 
own story as it unfolds, we can hardly imagine where our listeners are. But they haven’t been 
there with us – so be patient, careful and articulate.


5) Share written resources appropriate to neighbor’s interests. From “The Case for Christ” to 
“The Cross and the Switchblade,” there are books out there for most people’s interests and 
temperament explaining the gospel. Giving these books is not a substitute for your own 
testimony, just reinforcement.


6) Share video resources. The Alpha Course is an excellent introduction to the faith. Other 
videos (Jesus film, etc.) are available to give a visual reinforcement of the Gospel message 
and should be used.


7) Invite your neighbor to a gospel presentation. This may be a special Sunday, a local 
crusade-style meeting or an event in someone’s home --- but there are opportunities when 
gifted evangelists are around sharing their abilities.


8) Share your Christian Community. Whether it be a church or (better) small group, invite your 
neighbor to experience the Body of Christ when you are certain they are open. Don’t start 
with this --- better to wait than to introduce them when they are not ready.


9) Lead them, don’t sell them. Our faith is a journey --- not a single destination or simply 
avoidance of hell. Lead your neighbor to Christ, don’t sell them on a religious philosophy or 
lifestyle.


10)Call for the question. Eventually, a person must cross the line of acceptance or rejection of 
Christ’s offer to forgive and accept them. A bold question needs to be asked: will you or won’t 
you? Some people avoid this at all costs --- and it becomes the joy of others to collect the 
decision without the investment. If you invest in your neighbor, collect the riches of asking 
them to believe! It’s a wonderful pay-day!!!




SEND 
SEND YOUR NEIGHBOR TO DO THE SAME


Ultimately, the Christian movement is around multiplication (not just addition) generation after 
generation. Jesus said “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:18-20 ESV). If we are genuinely doing what Jesus said to 
do (make disciples and teach them), we must help our neighbor to do what we are doing. It is an 
undeniable tragedy that we are so slow to SEND. We’ve made discipleship such a cumbersome 
process in many instances that we spend years instructing the disciples without expecting near 
enough from them! Perhaps we are more interested in talking than guiding; more fulfilled in lecturing 
than inspecting? SENDING your neighbor out as soon as possible guards against the rampant 
stagnation that is apparent in Western Christianity today. Teach them and SEND them. 


Conclusion: 
I pray that you will now have the courage to do your part in fulfilling Jesus' Great Commission for the 
church. It is one of God's primary purpose for your life. Everything else that we live for pales in 
comparison to serving The Lord and seeing people come to faith in Jesus. Now go in the power of 
Christ and love your neighbor.  


