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VISION AND MISSION 
Core Values  
Love God, Love One Another, Make Disciples and 
Reach Out


Our Purpose 
Encounter Church exists to glorify God by growing 
and multiplying disciples who are: immersed in the 
gospel, living in community and unleashing compas-
sion in our city and beyond.


Our BHAG (Big Holy Audacious Goal)

In the next ten years our dream is that everyone in 
the greater Bellflower area will know they are wel-
come at Encounter Church and that we are all about 
sharing the love and truth of Jesus.
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INTRODUCTION 
Professional athletic teams usually write a “moral 
clause” into their players’ contracts that will negate 
the financial package if the player fails to display at 
least a modicum of morally upright behavior.   A few 
years back Jason Kidd was traded by the Phoenix 
Suns because he was charged with spousal abuse. 
Jason Kidd’s poor behavior off the court was reflect-
ing poorly on the Phoenix Suns, and the Suns were 
concerned enough about the public reputation of 
their organization that they appealed to the moral 
clause in Kidd’s contract and disassociated them-
selves from him.


Back in the ‘80s IBM had a detailed dress code to 
which they required all their salesmen to adhere–dark 
suit, white shirt, dark tie. They wanted you to know 
when you were dealing with an IBM man; they want-
ed a certain image to be associated with their organi-
zation so that their corporate identity would have 
positive associations, and so that their corporate 
reputation would be excellent in the eye of the public.


These two examples underscore the importance of 
who we say we are, who we identify with, and how 
that public message and identification relate to how 
we actually live. In other words, we have to practice 
what we preach. And if this is true of the corporate 
world of computers and athletics, how much more is 
it true of the church corporately and of the Christian 
individually?
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James warns us that “If anyone considers himself re-
ligious and yet does not keep a tight rein on his 
tongue, he deceives himself and his religion is worth-
less” (Js 1:26).


In other words, if you profess to be a Christian, but 
you don’t live a changed life, you should take no 
comfort in your faith. John says, “We know that we 
have come to know him IF we obey his commands” 
(1John 2:3). In short, how we live matters. In this 
class, we’re particularly focused on how we live to-
gether as members of a local church. 
i

 9Marks. “Membership Matters – What Is Our Church i

Covenant?” Accessed December 22, 2021. https://
www.9marks.org/article/membership-matters-what-our-
church-covenant/.
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WHAT IS THE CHURCH? 
The Church exists for the display of the glory of God 
because all things exist for His glory. Those of us 
who trust in and follow Jesus are caught up in some-
thing much bigger than ourselves. We have gra-
ciously been invited into God’s redemptive purpos-
es in the world.  

Since the beginning, God has been creating and 
calling forth His people for the display of His glory in 
a grand narrative of redemption and reconciliation. 
Though creation now suffers the curse of Genesis 3, 
the gospel is the means by which the world is being 
made right. The gospel also carries with it the prom-
ise of ultimate renewal, a restoration even more glo-
rious than Eden, and thus believers eagerly antici-
pate the return of Christ. The Church universal (i.e., 
all believers, everywhere) is the means by which God 
is fulfilling His purposes in the world (2 Cor. 5:17–
20). The Church universal is being used to write 
God’s beautiful and dramatic story of redemption 
and reconciliation. In light of this reality, the oppor-
tunity to join a local church body (i.e., a particular 
group of believers in a particular locale) is much 
more than a commitment to consistent attendance 
or active involvement in community. It is also a sa-
cred call to be involved in the redemptive work of 
 9



our sovereign God to push back the darkness of a 
fallen world through the power of the Holy Spirit 
with the light of His Son, Jesus Christ.  

The Church is the gathering of the redeemed, the 
household of God (Eph. 2:19), the bride of Christ 
(Rev. 21:2, 9), and the body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:12–
31). 1 Corinthians 12 speaks of many members with-
in the same body. Just as a human body relies upon 
mutual dependence of individual members for 
proper functioning, so the body of Christ requires 
sacrificial and responsible service by its individual 
members. As the Scriptures say, “The eye cannot say 
to the hand, ‘I have no need of you,’ nor again the 
head to the feet, ‘I have no need of you’” (1 Cor. 
12:21). Likewise, a member of the church cannot say 
to another member that he or she is unnecessary. 
We all have gifts that differ according to the gracious 
provision of the Holy Spirit (Rom. 12:3–8). Contrary 
to the beliefs of our culture, we need each other.  

Membership at Encounter is participation in a family, 
a microcosm of the universal household of God. All 
members are united to Christ and thus to each oth-
er. Unity within the church is expressed in love for 
God and a love for others, both those within the 
family and those who are not. Because of the identi-
fication of Christ with His church, Christians are ex-
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pected to display His gospel in a manner which is 
worthy of Him (Eph. 4:1).  

Encounter Christian Church is a church under the 
lordship of Jesus Christ. Therefore, we are commit-
ted to contending for the faith that was once for all 
delivered to the saints (Jude 1:3). In unity with the 
historic Christian church, we believe and confess the 
Apostles’, Nicene, and Chalcedonian Creeds as ac-
curate representations of Scripture’s teaching. In ad-
dition to these historic formulations, we are situated 
within the evangelical, Reformed, and Baptist tradi-
tions.  

The basic doctrines within Encounter Christian 
Church Statement of Faith represent what we be-
lieve to be core elements of biblical teaching. We 
expect all members of Encounter Christian Church 
to affirm these doctrines.  

The theological distinctives within Encounter Christ-
ian Church Statement of Faith reflect what distin-
guishes Encounter Christian Church from other 
churches who would affirm the basic doctrines. 
These distinctives indelibly shape the way that En-
counter Christian Church is led and the direction the 
church is headed. We do not expect all members to 
embrace all aspects of these distinctives, but mem-
bers should expect that the distinctives will be main-
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tained in all ministry environments at Encounter 
Christian Church, and members may not teach con-
trary to them.  ii

 “The Village Church Membership Covenant and Stateii -
ment of Faith.”
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WHY CHURCH MEMBERSHIP?  
Thousands upon thousands of evangelical churches 
today have no formal membership process. Further-
more, many Christians never join a church or see any 
reason for doing so. Perhaps it’s because they don’t 
see church membership taught in the Bible. Or 
they’ve been hurt by a church in the past and are re-
luctant to get hurt again. Or they are confused by the 
plethora of Christian denominations and ministries 
out there these days and can’t decide what to do. Or 
they simply enjoy living on the periphery of a local 
fellowship and don’t want to give up their indepen-
dence. Whatever the case, they are missing some-
thing very important to their spiritual growth and the 
advance of the gospel.


Why should we insist that a follower of Christ be-
come a committed, active member of a local church? 
I can think of at least nine reasons.


1. Church membership helps us guard the peace and 
purity of the church. In Matthew 18:15–20, Jesus 
explains how to handle conflict with another Chris-
tian. A key part of His teaching is to “tell it to the 
church” when other avenues of resolution fail. Un-
less we are committed members of a church, it’s 
difficult to see how we would practically apply this 
command.


2. Church membership provides the privilege of ac-
countabi l i ty to church leaders.  Hebrews 
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13:17  says, “Obey your leaders and submit to 
them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, 
as those who will have to give an account.” If we 
hop from church to church, or refuse to join a 
church, how will we obey this verse? And if there 
are no criteria to determine who is “inside the 
church” and “outside”  (1 Cor. 5:12–13), for whom 
are church leaders responsible?


3. Church membership gives a tangible way to ex-
press commitment to a family of believers. It’s 
great to say in a general way that we love the 
church of God. But it’s even better to get up in 
front of a particular, local church, look the brothers 
and sisters in the eye, and affirm a set of commit-
ments, vows, or promises. It takes courage to 
make those promises and even more courage to 
stick to them. But there is great blessing in making 
a verbal commitment of love to a group of believ-
ers.


4. Church membership provides a profound means of 
telling the world that we are followers of Christ. 
In Mark 8:38 Jesus says, “Whoever is ashamed of 
me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful 
generation, of him will the Son of Man also be 
ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father 
with the holy angels.” Of course, there are many 
ways to share our faith with others. But to say that 
we are members of a particular church is a great 
way to come out of hiding and witness to unbeliev-
ing friends, relatives, neighbors, and coworkers.
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5. Church membership pulls us into the grand story 
of God’s covenant love. God has made a covenant 
with us through His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Covenant speaks of a costly commitment sealed 
with an inviolable promise. The covenantal nature 
of church membership is very precious to God, and 
when we covenant with other believers we are imi-
tating God. As Walter Henegar has put it: “The 
Church is the Bride of Christ. He has sworn himself 
to her—and to us. Should we not do the same?”


6. Church membership encourages participation in 
the work of the church. In  Ephesians 4:16, Paul 
speaks about each part of the body doing its share 
of the work. By formally committing ourselves to a 
local church, we will also feel a healthy obligation 
to contribute our time, talents, and treasure to the 
ministry of that church.


7. Church membership helps us distinguish between 
“neighbor” and “household of faith.” God calls us 
to love everyone. We are to love our neighbor as 
ourselves. But  Galatians 6:10  says, “Let us do 
good to everyone, and especially to those who are 
of the household of faith” (emphasis added). Paul 
is making some distinction here between the quali-
ty of love we give to non-Christians and that which 
we give to our fellow Christians. But how do we 
know who belongs to the household of faith? 
When we go through the process of church mem-
bership, we normally have to profess our faith to a 
governing body of church leaders. This process 
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helps identify (not infallibly, of course) false profes-
sions as opposed to true professions.


8. Church membership prevents us from showing fa-
voritism. Because we are sinners, we gravitate to-
ward people who are like us, even within the 
church. We form cliques. We avoid difficult people. 
But when we become church members, we realize 
we cannot do that; we cannot pick favorites. We 
are part of a family, and all members of that family 
are equally important. That’s the point of Paul’s 
discussion about the church in  1 Corinthians 
12:21: “The eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I have no 
need of you,’ nor again the head to the feet, ‘I have 
no need of you.’” In other words, church member-
ship tames our sinful, selfish nature.


9. Finally, church membership helps to prevent us 
from trying to go it alone. This was implied in some 
of the other reasons, but it deserves to be repeat-
ed. There is no such thing as a “me and Jesus” 
Christian life. The older I get, the more I see how 
much I need the family of God. As a church mem-
ber, I am able to remind myself often that “two are 
better than one” (Eccl. 4:9).


If you are not a member of a church, I urge you to se-
riously consider the benefits and duty of committing 
yourself to a body of believers through membership. 
Every church does it somewhat differently and has its 
own pathway to formal membership. The point is, it’s 
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important to be an accountable, contributing member 
of a congregation of God’s people. 
iii

  

 Tabletalk. “Why Church Membership?,” July 30, 2021. iii

https://tabletalkmagazine.com/posts/why-church-mem-
bership/.
 17
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WHAT IS A COVENANT?  
A church covenant can be described in five different 
ways.


1. A church covenant is a promise – a promise 
made to God, to a local church, and to one’s 
self.


2. A church covenant is a summary of how we 
agree to live.   While our statement of faith is a 
good summary of what we believe, our church 
covenant is a summary of how we agree to live – 
more importantly, it is a summary of how God 
would have us live.   It does not include every 
explicit command regarding obedience, but it 
does give a general summary of what it means 
to live as a disciple of Christ.


3. A church covenant is a sign of commitment – a 
commitment to God, to His church, and to per-
sonal holiness.


4. A church covenant is an ethical statement.   One 
theologian calls church covenants the “ethical 
counterpart to confessions of faith.”   A church 
covenant can be an important part of applying a 
Christian worldview to every aspect of our lives.  
Inherent in the purpose of a church covenant is 
the understanding that church membership in-
volves being held accountable to live in a man-
ner consistent with a common understanding of 
Scripture.
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5. A church covenant is a biblical standard.     A 
church covenant is helpful in a church that is 
practicing Biblical church discipline.   As mem-
bers of a church, we exhort one another to live 
holy lives, and we challenge brothers and sisters 
persisting in sin.
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WHAT IS ECC’S MEMBERSHIP 
COVENANT?  

To help understand ECC’S own church covenant we 
have divided it into three parts. First, the introduction; 
second, the promises; third, the benediction. 


Introduction 

We can be tempted to pass over the introduction too 
quickly in our rush to get to the meat of the state-
ment. Don!t do this. The introduction is rich with 
valuable points.  Let me draw your attention to three. 


1. First, the covenant is to be made by 
Christians. Borrowing Jesus’"words from the 
opening verses of Mark, the ECC covenant is to 
be made by those who #repent and believe” in 
Jesus Christ. 


2. Second, the covenant is to be made by baptized 
Christians. The church covenant is to be made 
by those who have been baptized upon their 
#profession of faith.” In other words, those who 
have been baptized as believers.


3. Third, the covenant can only be kept with God!s 
help—“relying on His gracious aid.” Any ability 
we have to fulfill the promises of the ECC 
covenant is attributed to the work of the Holy 
Spirit, not us! This means first that we can do all 
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things through Christ Jesus our Lord, and sec-
ond, that we should have no reason to be proud 
of spiritual success in our lives. God gets all the 
credit and all the glory.


The Promises 

1. We will work and pray for the unity of the Spirit 
in the bond of peace. We should pray that God!s 
peace would show itself in the body as a whole. 
Whether we are gathering for a Sunday morning 
service, or thinking through matters of church 
business at a members!"meeting, we are to pray 
that the Holy Spirit would move us together, in 
the same direction. Unity is a fragile thing.


2. We will exercise an affectionate care and watch-
fulness over each other and faithfully admonish 
and entreat one another as occasion may re-
quire. Are we bearing each other!s burdens? Are 
we looking out for each other?  Are we challeng-
ing each other when we sin? Are we entreating 
one another to a holy walk?


3. Do not forsake the assembling of ourselves to-
gether. Christians don!t meet simply so they can 
be blessed; we meet so that the church can glo-
rify God. As we learn about Scripture together, 
praise God together, pray together and serve 
together, Christ!s bride is being made ready for 
her bridegroom. So we!re not here merely to 
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have our own needs met. Attending regularly is 
vital because it is the first step toward being 
held accountable. If you are not attending regu-
larly (maybe you!ve moved, maybe you!ve be-
come ill, maybe you have left for school, maybe 
you!ve simply chosen to attend another church) 
LET SOMEBODY KNOW. . . preferably the pas-
tor.


4. Do not neglect to pray for ourselves and 
others. We are to pray that God would grow us 
in Christ.  We are to pray that he would 
strengthen us to do His work. We are to pray for 
His direction. We are also to pray for others, that 
His Spirit would be at work in them.


5. Seek the salvation of family, friends and neigh-
bors. The life we live during the week is to in-
clude sharing the Good News about Jesus with 
family friends and neighbors. The proclamation 
of the Gospel is so important that we covenant 
together in order to encourage each of us to 
share our faith.


6. Rejoice at each other!s happiness. In a world of 
envy, jealousy and greed, we are called to see 
other!s happiness and praise God for it. This 
may be one of the most difficult promises made 
in our covenant to keep. We truly are a selfish 
and proud people in need of God!s grace.
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7. Bear each other’s burdens and sorrows. God did 
not design us to go through difficulty alone. As 
this promise from Galatians 6 points out, God 
ministers to us through others. One of the best 
ways we can be an example to the world is 
through being faithful brothers and sisters in 
Christ to one another.


8. Live carefully in the world, denying ungodliness 
and worldly lusts. One of the reasons we 
covenant together is because we realize that we 
could use some help with our own Christian 
walk with God.


9. Support the ministry of the church. Through 
prayer, commitment to biblical teaching, fi-
nances and other means, each individual mem-
ber has an important role in supporting the 
church body. 


10. Evangelize.#The spread of the gospel to all na-
tions.” Evangelism can take place in many ways. 
One of the most obvious ways is when we share 
the Gospel with unbelievers. We are called to do 
that by the church covenant. I think that this 
church covenant also calls us to evangelize in 
another way. God will show the world who he is 
through the church. We are a corporate witness, 
a display of God!s holiness, by his grace. There-
fore, how we serve together, and love together is 
a means God uses to communicate the Good 
News to a lost world. We see this in John 13:34, 
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where Jesus shows His master plan for evange-
lism: #A new command I give you: love one an-
other. As I have loved you, so you must love one 
another. By this all men will know that you are 
my disciples, if you love one another.” Get this 
point: we!re not just individuals assembling in 
the same spot. God intends us to be one body! 
And that alone can be an evangelistic tool.


11. When we move, we will unite with some other 
church. Membership isn!t about a particular af-
fection for one group of Christians. Membership 
is about unity with the body of Christians God 
has physically placed you around. You are build-
ing the local church as you willingly transfer your 
membership. We all look forward to being to-
gether in heaven. Until then, we divide and con-
quer for the Kingdom of God.


Benediction  

In 2 Corinthians 13:14 the Apostle Paul writes, “We 
are a people who possess the grace of Jesus Christ, 
the saving love of our heavenly Father, union with His 
Son, and unity with all the family of God through the 
Holy Spirit.” 


Conclusion 

There are just two final points to make about our 
church covenant. First, our church covenant should 
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be a challenge. Second our church covenant should 
be a comfort.


A. Our church covenant is a challenge simply be-
cause there are times when living a godly life is 
hard. It is also a challenge because each mem-
ber of the church now bears responsibility for 
the lives of other believers – this is that #ac-
countability goes both ways” part. This is seri-
ous responsibility. Not the kind of responsibility 
you have just because you are somebody!s 
friend, but the kind of responsibility that comes 
from saying, before God, #I care for you and will 
work to encourage you in your discipleship.” 
This challenge is a serious thing.


B. This covenant isn!t just about us challenging 
each other to be better Christians. Our church 
covenant is also a comfort. A comfort to know 
you!ll be cared for and prayed for, not perfectly, 
but faithfully. The comfort is that by joining a 
church and covenanting with other believers, 
you now have Christians who are going to build 
you up when you are down. You have Christians 
who are committed, before God, to walk with 
you, pray with you, serve you. You have Chris-
tians who are so concerned about your spiritual 
walk, that if they see you break the covenant 
you have made as a disciple of Christ, they will 
encourage and call you to turn back; and if you 
don!t, they!ll do all they can to make the gravity 
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of your sin clear. This is our ideal, our vision, 
what we strive for.


#A new command I give you: love one another. As I 
have loved you, so you must love one another. By 
this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you 
love one another.”
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UNITY, LIBERTY & CHARITY 
At Encounter, God's truth revealed to us through 
the Bible determines what we believe.  

God has given each of us the freedom to read and 
understand the Bible for ourselves. Christ followers, 
however, don’t always agree in their understanding of 
some parts the Bible. Therefore, we have adopted 
the following guidelines to help us stay true to the 
Bible’s central message of Jesus Christ and still offer 
the freedom of personal convictions the Bible de-
scribes in Romans, chapters 14 & 15 and the book of 
Galatians.


In essential beliefs, we have unity. 

There is one Body and one Spirit…there is one Lord, 
one faith, one baptism, and one God and Father of us 
all… (Ephesians 4:4-6)


In non-essential beliefs, we have liberty. 

Accept him whose faith is weak, without passing 
judgment on disputable matters… Who are you to 
judge someone else's servant? To his own master he 
stands or falls… So then each of us will give an ac-
count of himself to God…So whatever you believe 
about these things keep between yourself and God. 
(Romans 14:1, 4,12, 22)
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In all our beliefs, we show charity.


…If I hold in my mind not only all human knowledge 
but also the very secrets of God, and if I have the 
faith that can move mountains but have no love, I 
amount to nothing at all. (1 Corinthians 13:2)


Statement of Unity, Liberty & Charity 

Covenant Members of Encounter Christian Church 
must agree on the Essential Beliefs as stated above 
and the Gospel as defined in Scripture. Members will 
also agree NOT to be the cause of any division re-
garding Non-Essential Beliefs. Many of the areas 
where Christ followers have different understandings 
of the Bible revolve around lifestyle practices and 
preferences. They fall into the Apostle Paul’s category 
of disputable matters; areas where we have the free-
dom to agree to disagree. Many more areas simply 
have to do with culture or tradition. But there are 
some clear teachings in the Bible we believe are es-
sential to unity of purpose and mission of the church.
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WHAT WE BELIEVE  
The Essentials of the Christian Faith


You, however, must teach what is appropriate for 
sound doctrine (Titus 2:1 NIV)


ABOUT GOD


God is the Creator and Ruler of the universe. He has 
eternally existed as three persons: the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit.


(Genesis 1:1, 26, 27; 3:22; Psalm 90:2; Matthew 
28:19; 1 Peter 1:2; 2 Corinthians 13:14)


ABOUT JESUS


Jesus Christ is the Son of God. He is co-equal with 
the Father. Jesus lived a sinless human life and of-
fered Himself as the perfect sacrifice for the sins of all 
people by dying on a cross. He arose from the dead 
after three days to demonstrate his power over sin 
and death. He ascended to Heaven’s glory and will 
return again someday to earth to reign as King of 
Kings, and Lord of Lords. 
 
(Matthew 1:22,23; Isaiah 9:6; John 1:1-5; 14:10-30; 
Hebrews 4:14, 15; 1 Corinthians 15:3,4; Romans 
1:3,4; Acts 1:9-11; 1 Timothy 6:14,15; Titus 2:13
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ABOUT THE HOLY SPIRIT 

The Holy Spirit is co-equal with the Father and the 
Son of God. He is present in the world to make peo-
ple aware of their need for Jesus Christ. He also lives 
in every Christian from the moment of salvation. He 
provides the Christian with power for living, under-
standing of spiritual truth, and guidance in doing 
what is right He gives every believer a spiritual gift 
when they step over the line of faith. As Christians, 
we seek to live under His control daily. 
 
(2 Corinthians 3:17; John 16:7-13, 14:16,17; Acts 1:8; 
1 Corinthians 2:12, 3:16; Ephesians 1:13; Galatians 
5:25; Ephesians 5:18)


ABOUT THE BIBLE 

The Bible is God’s Word to us. It was written by hu-
man authors, under the supernatural guidance of the 
Holy Spirit. It is the supreme source of for Christian 
beliefs and living. Because it is inspired by God, it is 
the truth without any mixture of error. 

(2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:20,21; 2 Timothy 1:13; 
Psalm 119:105,160, 12:6; Proverbs 30:5)


ABOUT HUMANS
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People are made in the spiritual image of God, to be 
like him in character. People occupy the highest 
place in God’s creation. Although every person has 
tremendous potential for God, all of us are marred by 
an attitude of disobedience toward God called sin. 
This attitude separates people from God and causes 
many problems in life.


(Genesis 1:27; Psalm 8:3-6; Isaiah 53:6a; Romans 
3:23; Isaiah 59:1-2)


ABOUT SALVATION 

Salvation is God’s free gift to us, but we must accept 
it by faith. We can never make up for our sin by self-
improvement or good works. Only by trusting in Je-
sus Christ as God’s offer of forgiveness anyone and 
be saved from sin’s penalty. Eternal life begins the 
moment one receives Jesus Christ into his life by 
faith.


(Romans 6:23; Ephesians 2:8,9; John 14:6, 1:12; Ti-
tus 3:5; Galatians 3:26; Romans 5:1)


ABOUT THE CHURCH 

Envisioned by God, established by Jesus Christ, and 
energized by the Holy Spirit, the church is universally 
united under faith in Christ comprised of every man, 
woman and child, past, present and future, who have 
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put their faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and 
local in carrying out the ministry of Christ. The church 
is also manifested and organized locally as the place 
God’s people carry out the ministry of Christ. The 
purpose of the church is to carry out the Great Com-
mandment (love one another) and the Great Commis-
sion (make disciples of Jesus from among all nations. 
Jesus has ordained the church to corporately cele-
brate baptism and communion. 


(Deuteronomy 7:6; 1 Peter 2:9; Matthew 16:18; 1 
Corinthians 12:13; Matthew 28:19-20; Ephesians 
1:22-23)


ABOUT ASSURANCE OF SALVATION 

Because God gives us eternal life through Jesus 
Christ, the true believer is secure in that salvation for 
eternity. If you have been genuinely saved, you can-
not lose that salvation. Salvation is maintained by the 
grace and power of God, not by the self-effort of the 
Christian. It is the grace and keeping power of God 
that gives us this security.


(John 10:29; 2 Timothy 1:12; Hebrews 7:25, 10:10 
,14; 1 Peter 1:3-5, Romans 8:35-39; John 5:24; 1 
John 5:11-13) 
 
ABOUT ETERNITY 
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People were created to live forever. We will either live 
eternally separated from God by sin, or eternally with 
God through forgiveness and salvation. To be eternal-
ly separated from God is Hell. To be eternally in union 
with God is eternal life. Heaven and Hell are real 
places of eternal existence.


(John 3:16; John 14:17; Romans 6:23; Romans 8:17-
18; Revelation 20:15; 1 Corinthians 2:7-9)


ABOUT BAPTISM


The sacrament of baptism by immersion, which sym-
bolizes the believer’s death, burial, and resurrection in 
Christ, should be observed (as commanded in the 
Scriptures) by all who have repented of their sins and 
who, in their hearts, have put their trust in Jesus as 
their Lord and Savior. In this way, they declare to the 
world that they have died to sin and been buried with 
Christ and that they have been released from sin and 
death through His resurrection to walk with Him in 
newness of life.


(Matt; 28:19; Rom. 6:4ff).


ABOUT COMMUNION


The Lord’s Supper, consisting of the elements sym-
bolizes our sharing in a memorial of His suffering and 
death. The Lord’s Supper also prophesies His Sec-

 35



ond Coming. Therefore, the Lord’s Supper is to be 
celebrated by all believers “until He comes.”


(John 6:48, 51, 53-57; Luke 22:19, 20; 2 Pet. 1:4; [1 
Cor. 11:24-26).


ENCOUNTER CHURCH RESPONSE TO GAY 
CHRISTIANS AND THEIR INVOLVEMENT IN THE 
CHURCH 

It is our desire, and conviction, that everyone en-
counter Jesus. It’s in our name, and more importantly, 
it’s our heart for our community. We believe the Bibli-
cal model for the church is simply a gathering of sin-
ners trying to become more like Jesus.


As such, not all who choose to attend our church are 
saved, and not all who attend our church are mature 
Christians. We are all on a spiritual journey. All hu-
mans have sinned (Romans 8) and live with a sin na-
ture (Galatians 5:19-21), which prevents them from 
rendering pleasing obedience to God on their own. 
And, all humans, though marred by sin, bear God’s 
image and are therefore worthy of dignity and honor.


ABOUT OUR RESPONSE TO LGBT+ IN THE 
CHURCH 

We will be bold and unapologetic in the Biblical truths 
of sexuality and gender topics. However, we will do 
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so in a loving matter with a goal of bringing people 
closer to Jesus.


We aspire to be a Church that is a trusted source of 
theologically sound teaching and practical guidance 
on questions related to sexuality and gender. When it 
comes to how we accept the LGBT+ community, we 
want to create a safe and compassionate environ-
ment for them, their families, and anyone wrestling 
with their sexuality or gender identity.


Jesus was the perfect embodiment of truth and 
grace, and we strive to follow Jesus’ example of how 
to apply truth and grace to this sensitive topic. A the-
ology of love without the truth isn’t actually loving. 
And a theology of truth without love isn’t actually 
truthful. When Jesus loved people, he loved them 
into the truth. Encounter Church will adopt that mod-
el. 


ABOUT LGBTQ+ BELIEVERS BAPTISM 

We strongly believe that each and every Christian 
should be water baptized by immersion. Baptism il-
lustrates a believer’s identification with Christ’s death, 
burial, and resurrection. Romans 6:3-4 declares, “Or 
don't you know that all of us who were baptized into 
Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? We were 
therefore buried with him through baptism into death 
in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 
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through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new 
life.” The action of being immersed in the water illus-
trates dying and being buried with Christ. The action 
of coming out of the water pictures Christ’s resurrec-
tion.


Therefore, anyone who credibly expresses this com-
mitment, and asks Jesus to be their Lord and Savior 
is eligible to be baptized, and we will gladly do that at 
Encounter Church. Requiring anything in addition to 
faith in Jesus Christ for salvation (a specific behavior) 
is a works-based salvation. To add anything to the 
gospel is to say that Jesus' death on the cross was 
not sufficient to purchase our salvation; Jesus' pay-
ment for our sins is appropriated to our “account” by 
faith alone (John 3:16, Acts 16:31). Baptism is an im-
portant step of obedience after salvation.


John 14:15 says, “If you love me you will keep my 
commandments.” To be a Christian means that we 
now strive to model our lives after His perfect one. 
But we cannot expect a new Christian knows Jesus’ 
commandments. That is what discipleship is… 
“teaching them to obey everything I have command-
ed you” (Matthew 28:20). 


That is where the church comes in, and specifically, 
Encounter church. We want all sinners, of all types to 
come to meet with us, experience Jesus and learn 
how to follow him. 
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A Final Thought


Philip Yancey quotes a man in his book What’s So 
Amazing About Grace. “As a gay man, I’ve found it’s 
easier for me to get sex on the streets than to get a 
hug in church.” 


Not Encounter Church.


ABOUT MARRIAGE, SEXUALITY, AND GENDER 

According to God’s design and intent, sex difference 
(male and female) is an intrinsic part of what marriage 
is. While same-sex marriage is legal in some states, it 
does not represent the Biblical view of marriage. All 
sex outside of marriage is sin. Simply experiencing 
attraction to the same sex (or being gay) is not in it-
self a morally culpable sin. God desires all males and 
females to express their gender in accordance with 
their biological sex. All forms of abuse, slander, de-
humanization, or oppression toward fellow humans is 
an affront against God’s sacred image, which has 
been stamped upon all people.


(Genesis 1:26-27; 2:20-12; Matthew 19:4-6; Eph-
esians 5:25-33)


ABOUT CHURCH LEADERSHIP 

We believe that men and women are created both 
equal and distinct. Men and women are partners to-
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gether in every area of ministry. Both men and 
women are created in the image of God, and in Christ 
inherit true righteousness, holiness, and relationship 
with God. All ministries in the church are open to all 
qualified men and women, with the singular excep-
tion of the office of Pastor/Elder. Women serve as 
deacons, teach, lead worship, serve communion, and 
can serve on the staff team. 


(1 Timothy 3, Titus 1; 1 Corinthians 11:1-12)
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THE APOSTLES CREED 
Written about 300 years after the birth of Christ, the 
Apostles’ Creed summarizes foundational Christian 
beliefs. 
iv

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth.


I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.


I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church*, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.


 Reformed Church in America. “The Apostles’ Creed.” iv

Accessed December 28, 2021. https://www.rca.org/about/
theology/creeds-and-confessions/the-apostles-creed/.
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THE NICENE CREED 
The Nicene Creed was a result of the Council of 
Nicaea in A.D. 325. The creed emphasizes the doc-
trine of the Trinity in response to the teachings of Ar-
ius, a clergyman who denied the divinity of the Son, 
the second member of the Trinity. 
v

We believe in one God,


the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen.


We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,


the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven: 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

 Reformed Church in America. “The Nicene Creed.” Acv -
cessed December 28, 2021. https://www.rca.org/about/
theology/creeds-and-confessions/the-nicene-creed/.
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he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day, he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end.


We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of 
life,


who proceeds from the Father [and the Son], 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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THE ATHANASIAN CREED 

The Athanasian Creed is named for Athanasius, a 
fourth-century bishop and prominent defender of 
Trinitarianism. The creed, which has Latin origins, 
declares key beliefs about the Trinity, specifically, the 
equal nature of the three persons 

Whoever wants to be saved should above all cling to 
the catholic faith. 
Whoever does not guard it whole and inviolable will 
doubtless perish eternally. 
Now this is the catholic faith: We worship one God in 
trinity and the Trinity in unity, neither confusing the 
persons nor dividing the divine being. 
For the Father is one person, the Son is another, and 
the Spirit is still another. 
But the deity of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit is 
one, equal in glory, coeternal in majesty. 
What the Father is, the Son is, and so is the Holy Spir-
it. 
Uncreated is the Father; uncreated is the Son; un-
created is the Spirit. 
The Father is infinite; the Son is infinite; the Holy 
Spirit is infinite. 
Eternal is the Father; eternal is the Son; eternal is the 
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Spirit: And yet there are not three eternal beings, 
but one who is eternal; as there are not three uncre-
ated and unlimited beings, but one who is uncreat-
ed and unlimited. 
Almighty is the Father; almighty is the Son; almighty 
is the Spirit: And yet there are not three almighty be-
ings, but one who is almighty. 
Thus the Father is God; the Son is God; the Holy 
Spirit is God: And yet there are not three gods, but 
one God. 
Thus the Father is Lord; the Son is Lord; the Holy 
Spirit is Lord: And yet there are not three lords, but 
one Lord. 
As Christian truth compels us to acknowledge each 
distinct person as God and Lord, so catholic religion 
forbids us to say that there are three gods or lords. 
The Father was neither made nor created nor begot-
ten; the Son was neither made nor created, but was 
alone begotten of the Father; the Spirit was neither 
made nor created, but is proceeding from the Father 
and the Son. 
Thus there is one Father, not three fathers; one Son, 
not three sons; one Holy Spirit, not three spirits. 
And in this Trinity, no one is before or after, greater 
or less than the other; but all three persons are in 
themselves, coeternal and coequal; and so we must 
worship the Trinity in unity and the one God in three 
persons. 
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Whoever wants to be saved should think thus about 
the Trinity. 
It is necessary for eternal salvation that one also 
faithfully believe that our Lord Jesus Christ became 
flesh. 
For this is the true faith that we believe and confess: 
That our Lord Jesus Christ, God’s Son, is both God 
and man. 
He is God, begotten before all worlds from the be-
ing of the Father, and he is man, born in the world 
from the being of his mother — existing fully as God, 
and fully as man with a rational soul and a human 
body; equal to the Father in divinity, subordinate to 
the Father in humanity. 
Although he is God and man, he is not divided, but 
is one Christ. 
He is united because God has taken humanity into 
himself; he does not transform deity into humanity. 
He is completely one in the unity of his person, with-
out confusing his natures. 
For as the rational soul and body are one person, so 
the one Christ is God and man. 
He suffered death for our salvation. He descended 
into hell and rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
At his coming all people shall rise bodily to give an 
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account of their own deeds. 
Those who have done good will enter eternal life, 
those who have done evil will enter eternal fire. 
This is the catholic faith. 
One cannot be saved without believing this firmly 
and faithfully.  vi

  

 Reformed Church in America. “The Athanasian Creed.” vi

Accessed July 26, 2022. https://www.rca.org/about/theol-
ogy/creeds-and-confessions/the-athanasian-creed/.
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BIBLICAL EXPECTATIONS 
Encounter Christian Church Expectations of Mem-
bership are birthed out of our love for the church 
body and its members whom we hope will experi-
ence the fullness of joy that is found in the presence 
of the Lord.  

Expectations of Elders  
As shepherds and overseers of a local church, elders 
are entrusted with protecting, leading, equipping, 
and caring for the corporate church body and her 
individual members. The following is a rather exten-
sive overview of the requirements for elders as 
spelled out within the Scriptures.  
 
The elders are expected...  

to appoint elders and deacons (including 
staff members who serve in these offices) 
according to the criteria assigned to them 
in the Scriptures (1 Tim. 3:1–13; Titus 1:5–9; 1 
Pet. 5:1–4). 
 
to prayerfully seek God’s will for the 
church community and steward her re-
sources to the best of their ability based on 
their study of the Scriptures and following 
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of the Spirit (Acts 20:28; 1 Pet. 5:1–4).  
 
to care for the church and seek her growth 
in grace, truth and love (Matt. 28:16–20; 
Eph. 4:15–16; Col. 1:28; James 5:14; 1 Pet. 
5:1–4).  
 
to provide teaching and counsel from the 
whole of Scripture (Acts 20:27–28; 1 Tim. 
4:16; 2 Tim. 4:1–5; Titus 2:1).  
 
to equip the members of the church for the 
work of ministry (Eph. 4:11–16).  
 
to be on guard against false teachers and 
teachings (Matt. 7:15; Acts 20:28–31; 1 Tim. 
1:3–7; 1 John 4:1).  
 
to lovingly exercise discipline when neces-
sary, for the glory of God, the good of the 
one disciplined, and the health of the 
church as a whole (Matt. 18:15–20; 1 Cor. 5; 
Gal. 6:1; James 5:19–20).  
 
to set an example and join members in ful-
filling the expectations of church member-
ship stated below (Phil. 3:17; 1 Tim. 4:12; Ti-
tus 2:7–8; 1 Pet. 5:3).  
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Expectations of Members  

As those who have experienced the grace of a life 
changed by the gospel of Jesus Christ, we have the 
opportunity to reflect the character of Christ through 
the pursuit of certain attitudes and actions and the 
rejection of others. The Scriptures refer to this reality 
as “living by the Spirit” (Rom. 8). The Expectations of 
Membership are in no way intended as an addition 
to the biblical obligations of a believer. Rather, this 
document functions primarily as an accessible yet 
non-exhaustive explanation of what the Scriptures 
teach about the obedience that faith produces.  

I am expected...  

to submit to the authority of the Scriptures 
as the final arbiter on all issues (Ps. 119; 2 
Tim. 3:14–17; 2 Pet. 1:19–21).  

to pursue the Lord Jesus Christ through 
regular Bible reading, prayer, fellowship, 
and practice of spiritual disciplines (Luke 
18:1; Acts 17:11; 1 Cor. 9:24– 27; Eph. 5:1–21; 
1 Thess. 5:12–22).  

to follow the command and example of Je-
sus by participating in the ordinances pre-
scribed to  His Church:  
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• by being baptized after my conversion.  

• by regularly remembering and celebrating 
the person and work of Christ through com-
munion.  

to regularly participate in the life of En-
counter Christian Church by attending 
weekly services, engaging in a gospel-cen-
tered community group, and serving those 
within and outside of this church (Acts 
2:42–47; Heb. 10:23–25; Titus 3:14).  

to steward the resources God has given 
me, including time, talents, spiritual gifts, 
and finances. This includes regular finan-
cial giving, service, and participation in a 
community group that is sacrificial, cheer-
ful, and voluntary (Matt. 25:14–30; Rom. 
12:1–2; 2 Cor. 8–9; 1 Pet. 4:10–11).  

by God’s grace through the power of the 
Holy Spirit, to walk in holiness in all areas 
of life as an act of worship to Jesus Christ 
(1 Pet. 1:13–16, 4:1–3).  

Believers should strive to put certain atti-
tudes and actions to death while stirring 
and stimulating love and good deeds 
through the Spirit.  
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to refrain from such activities that the 
Scriptures would deem foolish (Rom. 14:14–
23).  

to take seriously the responsibility of 
Christian freedom, especially actions or 
situations that could present a stumbling 
block to another (1 Cor. 8:1–13).  

to submit to the discipline of God through 
His Holy Spirit by:  

• following the biblical procedures for church 
discipline where sin is evident in another—the 
hope of such discipline being repentance 
and restoration.  

• receiving righteous and loving discipline 
when approached biblically by fellow believ-
ers (Ps. 141:5; Matt. 18:15–20; 1 Cor. 5:9–13; 
Heb. 12:5–11).  

to do the following when I sin:  

• confess my sin to God and to fellow believ-
ers.  

• repent and seek help to put my sin to death 
(Rom. 8:13; Col. 3:5; James 5:16; 1 John 1:6–
10).  
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to submit to the elders and other appoint-
ed leaders of the church and diligently 
strive for unity and peace within the church 
(Eph. 4:1–3; Heb. 13:17; 1 Pet. 5:5).  

to do the following should I leave the 
church for righteous reasons:  

• to notify the appropriate staff member or 
email the Connect Team at francine@encoun-
terccb.org.  

• to seek another church with which I can carry 
out my biblical responsibilities as a believer.  vii

 “The Village Church Membership Covenant and Statevii -
ment of Faith.”
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Mike Larsen, Lead Pastor, mike@encounterccb.org 
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Family Ministries, nichole@encounterccb.org 
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Chris McGahey, Elder, chris@encounterccb.org 
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tim@encounterccb.org 

Dan Van Meetren, Elder, dan1van@yahoo.com 

Jessica Herrington, Office Admin, jessica@encoun-
terccb.org 

Doug Schwenson, Lead Deacon, dschwenson@ya-
hoo.com  

John Bruins, Deacon, bruinsconner@frontier.com  

Kelly DeJong, Youth Staff Leader, kelly@encounterc-
cb.org 

Mike Gilman, Worship Leader 
mikegilman44@gmail.com 

Sandy Van Lant, Women’s Ministry, 
sandramae54@yahoo.com 

Francine Poirier, hospitality and guest central, 
francine@encounterccb.org 
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