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A Little Church History 
 
When and why did the Free Methodist church begin? 
The Free Methodist church began August 23, 1860 in Pekin, New York, in 
response to a growing desire for a church denomination that would stay true to 
the principles of the Wesleyan revival, particularly regarding, the work of the Holy 
Spirit, the way of holiness and the necessity of ministry to the poor. 
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Our leaders were kicked out of church … so they started a new one. 
Around the time of the U.S. civil war, the Methodist Episcopal church was drifting 
from its spiritual roots. Several members and pastors, led by pastor Benjamin 
Titus Roberts, came into conflict with their regional leadership over the church’s 
slide into worldliness, and were expelled.  
 
The founder, B. T. Roberts, was an outspoken critic of many current practices of 
the Methodist Episcopal church, including pew rental and other discriminatory 
practices that favored rich over the poor, the failure of the Methodist church to 
stand against slavery, and the increasing "formalism" in worship, including the 
hiring of professional musicians. 
 
In addition he joined a number of other exponents of the necessity of a "second 
work" of grace beyond salvation during which a believer was thoroughly 
sanctified, made holy, and set apart to serve God with a whole heart, mind and 
strength. 
 
Since B.T. and friends were really interested in issues that could all be called 
“freedoms,” they started a new cluster of churches and named them the Free 
Methodist Church. Ever since then we’ve had this unusual name but have 
developed into a great church experimenting with this intriguing mix of Free and 
Methodical. 
 
 
A Brief History of the Ferndale Free Methodist Church 
 
We began in a living room 
God planted the seed for the FFMC in 1920.  Six families from Detroit First 
Church had located in the Ferndale area.  They began to feel the need of a 
church nearer their new homes.  They began Cottage Prayer meetings in their 
homes and in 1922 the pastor of Detroit First Church was invited to come and 
preach on Sunday afternoons. 
 
In 1923 they secured a room in the Martin Road School and organized a Sunday 
School.  Feeling a need for a permanent church they purchased a lot on West 
Breckenridge Avenue, but due to opposition to a church in the neighborhood the 
lot was sold and they searched for a new location. 
 
Our first members 
On April 4, 1924 Hiram Voorheis, pastor of Detroit First Church, organized a 
Society and a charter was drawn with eleven members, consisting of these 
persons: 
 

Herbert and Wealthy Booth, David and Martha Miller, 
William and Emma Gilinger, Robert and Mae Halstead, 
Sarah Parrish, Anna Denison, and Bessie Lounsbury 
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When several other families from Detroit First Church joined their ranks they 
transferred to the basement of what was then the Ferndale Evangelical Church. 
 
Our first pastor 
In 1925 the annual conference sent E. N. Faulk as pastor to Ferndale and 
Redford.  
 
We had two women pastors 
Miss Louella Manning pastured the church from 1926-1927.  Following her Miss 
Alice Evans was appointed pastor from 1927-1929. 
 
Our first building 
Land was purchased on the corner of Hilton Road and Marshall Street during this 
time and the new church was built.  It was dedicated by Bishop A. D. Zahnizer on 
April 21, 1929. 
 
We had a radio ministry 
In October 1944 the church launched “The Light and Life Hour.”  This radio 
ministry was under the direction of Dr. Leroy M. Lowell.   
 
Growth meant a new building was needed 
The old church was sold, and on May 26, 1957 a ground breaking ceremony took 
place at the site of our current location.  Eight months later, on January 25, 1958 
the first service was held here.  The church continued to grow and in October of 
1962 the work on gym building began.  That project was completed in 1964. 
 
We planted a church in Troy 
We had a vision for planting a church in the Troy area and so land was 
purchased on Wattles Road to start a work there.  The first service was held in a 
home in that area on June 29, 1980.  A church was built and dedicated on 
August 3, 1986.  It was originally called North Metro, and now is known as the 
Stone Haven Free Methodist Church. Twelve families from FFMC were part of 
the charter membership of the Troy church.   
 
More growth at home 
We expanded our main building here in 1988, increasing the size of our 
sanctuary and building an addition on to the Fellowship Hall. 
The FM System of Government 
 
The Free Methodist church government is a "hybrid" system blending valuable 
features of hierarchical and congregational systems.  We commonly call 
ourselves a “connectional” system. 
 
Hierarchical church governments, such as Roman Catholic and Episcopal, 
govern local churches through "higher" archies which oversee and rule over the 
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affairs of the local church. Pastors are appointed by overseeing bodies; they are 
not "called" by local congregations. This is one trait the Free Methodist church 
shares in common with hierarchical churches. 
 
Congregational forms of church government are purely local in scope. Each 
congregation is "autonomous" and any associations they have with other 
churches is purely voluntary. They write their own constitutions and administrate 
their own local ministry independent of any overseeing body. 
 
In this regard local Free Methodist churches have a great deal of liberty to set 
their local mission and devise methods and ministries that fulfill that mission. 
However, the historic conviction of the Free Methodist church is that local 
churches are safeguarded from error and extremism through accountability to 
overseeing leaders and governing policies. In addition, there is the conviction 
that churches working together regionally and nationally can effect greater 
change and bear more fruit through combining resources and efforts. So for the 
sake of greater effectiveness and for preserving doctrinal integrity Free Methodist 
churches "connect" with one another in systems and structures of accountability. 
(The Free Methodist Book of Discipline contains the vital information about these 
systems and structures that govern and connect all Free Methodist churches.) 
 
 
Our Affiliation 
 
FFMC is part of the Free Methodist Church of North America.  The church is 
organized into annual conferences, and these conferences into local 
congregations.  Each local church, as well as the entire annual conference, is 
governed and under the authority of the Book of Discipline by duly appointed 
leaders. 
 
Each local congregation accepts members on condition of agreement with a 
covenant commonly approved and accepted by all local congregations of the 
church. 
 
The church is organized as follows: 
 
Societies:  These are the local congregation comprised of all full members of the 
church.  The pastor of a local church is the leader of the Society.   
The Society meets to elect the church’s nominating committee, delegates to 
annual conference, and leaders to serve in the church’s ministry. 
 
Conferences:  Conferences are groups of Societies organized in a geographic 
region.  Conferences are under the supervision of a Conference Superintendent. 
 
Annual Conference: Each year the churches in each Conference meet at an 
Annual Conference, which consists of an equal representation of pastors and lay 
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delegates.  The lay delegates are elected by their local Societies.  The Annual 
Conference carries on the work of the ministry of the entire conference which 
includes oversight and care of all the churches, church growth, church planting, 
the character of pastors, missions, discipleship and more.  The Annual 
Conference elects its own superintendent, who is an ordained pastor in the 
church, to serve a four year term.  Superintendents may serve a total of three 
consecutive terms if re-elected. 
 
General Conference:  Just as we have Annual Conferences to carry out the 
work of the church on a “state-wide” scale, we also have General Conferences to 
carry out the work of the church on a “national” scale.  General Conferences are 
composed of an equal number of pastors and lay delegates.  All of these 
delegates are elected by their representative Annual Conferences. 
 
The General Conference carries on the work and ministry emphasis of the 
“national” church.  Just as we have Conference Superintendents to oversee the 
work on a Conference level, we have elected leaders to oversee the church on a 
General level.  This is the office of a Bishop.   
 
Bishops are elected by the members of the General Conference.  They are 
elected for the term between sessions of the General Conference, usually four 
years.  They may serve consecutive terms as determined by the General 
Conference. 
 
FFMC Local Organization 
 
Our ministries are organized in committees.  We have major committees that 
plan and oversee all of our ministry areas.  They are: 
 

Administration – Oversees the care of all church property.  Also works 
closely with our Finance Committee to care for the financial management of 
the church. 
 
Christian Education – The CE committee oversees the discipleship 
ministry of the church.  This includes class training for all age levels and our 
small group ministry. 
 
 
Missions – Oversees the world missions emphasis of the church, keeping 
the church informed about the global ministry of the FM church as well as 
providing opportunities for missions support. 
 
Outreach – Plans and carries out ministry events that serve as an open 
door for persons to become acquainted with our church and to provide 
opportunities for the gospel to be presented to these persons. 
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Worship – Oversees the worship services of the church, plans communion 
services, and works to provide worship opportunities for all age and interest 
levels of the church. 
 
Stewards – Provides care for people in the church through several care 
ministries.  Also serves as worship assistants in our services. 
 
Church Services – Plans and oversees the fellowship ministry of the 
church, chiefly through planning ministry meals.  Also provides funeral 
meals and other special ministry needs. 
 
Webb Kids – Oversees the mentoring ministry we have with students at 
Webb Elementary School, their families and the school staff. 
 
 

Each of these ministry areas is represented on the church Official Board by the 
committee chair.  This group has the authority to set policy and give authority for 
ministry in the church.  The senior pastor is the chair of the Official  Board. 
 
The chairs of each committee are elected by the members of the Society.  Other 
persons are placed on committees by recommendation of the Nominating 
Committee.  The Nominating Committee is elected by the Society at an annual 
spring meeting.  All persons serving in ministry are approved by the Society.  A 
person does not have to be a member of the Society to serve on a committee or 
work in a ministry area unless stipulated by the Book of Discipline or by policies 
established and approved by the Society. 
 
 
 
FFMC Organization and Ministry Personnel  -  Winter 2019 
 
General Conference  North America 
Bishops    David Kendall   
      David Roller  
      Matt Thomas   
 
Annual Conference   Southern Michigan   
Superintendent   Bruce Rhodes 
Asst. Superintendent  Michael Forney 
 
Society    Ferndale 
Senior Pastor   Scott Gentry    
Associate Pastor   Michael Heckert 
Children’s Pastor   Laura Riddle 
Office Manager   Kaye Willis 
Treasurer    Kristin Beardslee 
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Administration chair   Stuart Bergsma 
Christian Education chair  Sharon Millard 
Missions chair   Tim Dow 
Outreach chair   Kelly Satterfield 
Worship chair   Elisabeth Lennox 
Stewards chair   Audrey Karas 
Church Services chair  Linda Baldwin 
W.E.B.B. Kids director  Diane Dikin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 


