
Philippians 1:1-11 
Background and Setting   
Philippi was originally known as Krenides (“The Little 
Fountains”) because of the numerous nearby springs, 
Philippi (“city of Philip”) received its name from Philip II of 
Macedon (the father of Alexander the Great).  

Attracted by the nearby gold mines, Philip conquered the 
region in the fourth century B.C. In the second century B.C., 
Philippi became part of the Roman province of Macedonia. 
The city existed in relative obscurity for the next two 
centuries until one of the most famous events in Roman 
history brought it recognition and expansion.  

In 42 B.C., the forces of Antony and Octavian defeated 
those of Brutus and Cassius at the Battle of Philippi, thus 
ending the Roman Republic and ushering in the Empire. 
After the battle, Philippi became a Roman colony (Acts 
16:12), and many veterans of the Roman army settled 
there. As a colony, Philippi had autonomy from the 
provincial government and the same rights granted to cities 
in Italy, including the use of Roman law, exemption from 
some taxes, and Roman citizenship for its residents (Acts 
16:21).  

Being a colony was also the source of much civic pride for 
the Philippians, who used Latin as their official language, 
adopted Roman customs, and modeled their city 
government after that of Italian cities. Acts and Philippians 
both reflect Philippi’s status as a Roman colony. 

  



Philippians 1:3-5 
 Paul has two experiences in his life pertaining to   
 Philippi. Which one governs his thoughts and heart? 
   

Philippians 1:6  
2 Timothy 1:12 
1 John 3:2  

 Where was Paul’s confidence? Where is yours? 
 What is one facet of prayer for Paul? 

Philippians 1:7-8  
 Who do you hold in your heart?  
  
 How do you think it is different to hold someone in   
 your heart as opposed to just thinking about them? 

Philippians 1:9-11 
1 John 4:7  
Ephesians 3:14-21 

 What does it mean to practice grace with    
 “knowledge and all discernment”? 
   
 

Philippians 1:1-11 
The letter of joy? 
2 Corinthians 11:23-28 (The Message) 
“Joy” Philippians 1:4, 1:18, 2:18, 3:1, 4:4 
1 Thessalonians 5:16, Philippians 3:14, John 15:11  

Philippians 1:1 
“servants” = “doulos” = ______________________ 
Matthew 6:24, John 14:6, Hebrews 10:23-25 

The Saints, Bishops (Hebrews 13:17) and Deacons 

  
Philippians 1:2 
Grace of forgiveness, acceptance, presence,     
enablement, freedom and grace of completion 
2 Corinthians 12:9, Ephesians 1:6 

 Where does grace and peace come from? 
 Why is this so important to remember? 
     
    


