THE BEAT GOES ON…
Acts 17	                                                                                9.28.25
Intro:                                                                                  FBC Cor	
1

4


1 Cor 1:26-29 Athens illustrates a fact:
everyone worships someone or something!

I. _________________: OPPOSING THE WORD. Acts 17:1-9 

Paul preached and reasoned with them for three weeks. God moved in the city under Paul and Silas’ teaching. 

But what do you think happened as God was working? world-class troublemakers showed up!

	The crimes with which Christians were charged:

		1. They turned the world upside down. 
		2. They upset the “civilized world.”  
		3. Christians subvert the whole world. 
		4. Christians cause trouble. 

II. _________: RECEIVING THE WORD. Acts 17:10-14 

The Bereans were much more receptive to the Gospel!

		1. They received the Word.
		2. They had ready minds.
		3. They searched the scriptures.
		4. They studied daily.

III. __________: MOCKING THE WORD. Acts 17:16-34 

Epicureans: disciples of Epicurus; pure materialists.

Stoic philosophers: the Stoics were pantheists; 
reason is everything 

 Mar’s Hill, KJV,  both a hill and the supreme court of the day; Paul got to testify!
TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Therefore, the One whom you worship without knowing, Him I proclaim to you: 

The “Unknown God” (unknown to them): 

		1. The Creator. Vs 24-25
		2. The Governor. Vs 26-29
		3. The Savior. V 30
		4. The Judge. V 31

	Their reaction:

		1. Some mocked. Pagans.
		2. Some delayed. Agrippa I
		3. & Some wanted to hear him again…
		4. Some believed! Dionysius & Damaris.

What is YOUR reaction?

WHAT HAVE WE LEARNED TODAY?

1. Adversity, including beatings and jail, did not keep Paul and Silas from preaching! Neither did the threat of death.

2. Christianity was persecuted from the beginning. Our responsibility: Matt 5:44 

3. There will be those who will receive the Word.

4. There are those who will mock the Word!

5. Generally, it is not the rich and famous whom God uses.

6. The Unknown God can be known! Do you know Him?

Next week: “It Gets Worse!” Acts 18

& Holy Communion!

Ans: Thessalonica; Berea; Athens
