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St. Augustine wisely said, “If we are perplexed by any apparent contradiction in Scripture, it is not allowable to say, the author of this book is mistaken; but either the manuscript is faulty, or the translation is wrong, or you have not understood.”

MISTAKE 1: ASSUMING THE UNEXPLAINED IS 	__________________.

Gen 1:26-27 cf. Gen 2:7 Are there two creations?

Where did Cain get his wife? Gen 4:16-17a
 
It is a mistake to assume that what has not yet been explained is inexplicable.

MISTAKE 2: PRESUMING THE BIBLE _________ OF ERROR UNTIL PROVEN INNOCENT.

Gen 3:1 “...Yea, hath God said...?”

Many critics assume the Bible is wrong until proven true. In the USA, the Law assumes one is innocent until proven guilty!

MISTAKE 3: CONFUSING OUR _____________ INTERPRETATIONS WITH GOD’S INFALLIBLE REVELATIONS.

John 10:35b; Mat 5:18; Psa 19:7

MISTAKE 4: FAILING TO UNDERSTAND THE _______________ OF THE PASSAGE.

“A text out of context is a pretext.”

MISTAKE 5: NEGLECTING TO INTERPRET ______________ PASSAGES IN THE LIGHT OF CLEARLY UNDERSTOOD ONES.

James 2:14-26 contra Rom 4:5; Titus 3:5-7; Eph 2:8-9

MISTAKE 6: BASING A TEACHING ON AN ______________ PASSAGE.

Some passages are difficult because of a Hebrew or Greek word whose meaning is uncertain. Mat 6:11; 1 Cor 15:29a 

Whatever it means, don’t build a whole doctrine on an obscure or difficult word or passage.

MISTAKE 7: FORGETTING THE BIBLE HAS A HUMAN ELEMENT WITH HUMAN CHARACTERISTICS.

The authors were not secretaries. Nor were they word processors.

Just like the Living Word, Jesus Christ, the Word of God is human, but without error. It is also divine. 

†††

CONC:
Read it. Do it. Tell it!

(Pick up copies of the Gospel of John and tracts...get them into the hands of your neighbors, friends, and family.)

Next week:
“Seventeen Mistakes. Errors, no. Mistakes, yes!” Lesson 3. Part 2

Ans: Inexplicable; Guilty; Fallible; Context; Difficult; Obscure. 
