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(Mistakes we make in interpreting the Bible, part 2.

MISTAKE 8: ASSUMING A PARTIAL REPORT IS FALSE.

		1. One demoniac is mentioned in Mark 5:2a 
		2. Two are mentioned in Mat 8:28 

Inspiration does not exclude diversity of expression. Another example: Mat 16:16 Cf Mark 8:29 Cf Luke 9:20 

Even the Ten Commandments are restated with some variation. Exo 20:8-11 Cf. Deut5:12-15

The Kings and Chronicles record many of the same events with slight variation in wording.

MISTAKE 9: DEMANDING THE CITATIONS OF THE OT BE EXACT IN THE NT BE.
Zechariah 12:10 Cf. John 19:37
Luke 4:18-19 Cf Isa 61:1-2

MISTAKE 10: ASSUMING THE DIVERGENT ACCOUNTS ARE FALSE ONES.

Mat 28:1-5 claims there was one angel at the tomb after the resurrection. John informs us there were two. 20:11-12. Fact: where there are two, there is always one! 

Matthew tells us Judas he cast down the pieces of silver in the temple, and departed, and went and hanged himself. (27:5). Luke says, “he burst open in the middle and all his entrails gushed out” (Acts 1:18). A possible solution to an apparent contradiction: if he hung himself from a tree on the edge of a ravine, he could have fallen and suffered the subsequent evisceration upon impact. 

MISTAKE 11: PRESUMING THE BIBLE APPROVES OF ALL IT RECORDS.

The whole Bible is true (John 17:17) but it records some lies!

Satan’s lie, Gen 3:4b ...Ye shall not surely die...Cf. John 8:44 

Rahab’s lie, Josh 2:4 (Side note: Did God need Rahab to lie for His spies?)

MISTAKE 12: FORGETTING THE BIBLE USES NON-TECHNICAL, EVERYDAY LANGUAGE.
The Bible is written for common people in everyday life. Often the language of the Bible is prescientific. EG: Joshua says “the sun stood still” in 10:12. He also talks about the sun “rising” in 1:16. That is no more unscientific than saying the sun rose in the east. Meteorologists still use the terminologies of sunrise and sunset!

MISTAKE 13: ASSUMING THAT ROUNDED NUMBERS ARE FALSE.

It may be imprecise for a present-day techie to round off 3.14159265...to the number 3, but it is fine for a nontechnological people. That was sufficient for the “sea of metal,” but it would not be precise enough for computers and Space X launches today. 2 Chron 4:2 

MISTAKE 14: NEGLECTING TO NOTE THE BIBLE USES DIFFERENT LITERARY DEVICES.

Human language is not limited to one literary style. So, the language of the Bible must not be limited to one style.

MISTAKE 15: FORGETTING THAT ONLY THE ORIGINAL TEXT, AND NOT ALL THE COPIES, IS WITHOUT ERROR.

Devine inspiration only applies to the original manuscripts, not the copies!

MISTAKE 16: CONFUSING GENERAL STATEMENTS WITH UNIVERSAL ONES.

This is a difficult mistake that is not easily grasped. Some scriptures are given as “generally” true, but not always so. EG: Pro 16:7; Pro 22:6  

Paul was pleasing to the Lord...But he was stoned for his efforts!
		
MISTAKE 17: FORGETTING THAT LATER REVELATION SUPERSEDES PREVIOUS REVELATION.

Revelation is progressive. Cf Adam & Eve were only to eat frute & vegetables. Gen 1:29. After the flood, they could eat animals, too. Gen 9:3. After Mosaic Law, the Jews were forbidden to eat certain meats. What never changes is that which has to do with God’s unchangeable nature: Mal 3:6a; Heb 6:18a 

†††

After over 2000 years of history since Jesus walked the earth, and after over 55 years of preaching the Gospel, no one has ever shown me a true contradiction in the written Word of God.

We can trust God’s Word!



