IT GETS WORSE!
Acts 18	                                                                               10.5.25
Intro:                                                                                  FBC Cor	
1

4


I. A CITY OF ______________. Act 18:1

Corinth was a key commercial center that hosted the biennial Isthmian Games. It was also the home of the Temple of Aphrodite.

Cursing, slandering, and blasphemy were heard everywhere. 1 Cor 6:9-10. All of this made him weak, fearful, and trembling according to his own words in 1 Cor 2:3.

Would the Gospel work in Corinth?

II. SOUL MATES. Acts 18:2

Teamwork is important in church work. “Every member a minister.” We are not “Lone Rangers” in the ministry. Even the Lone Ranger had Tonto!

III. THE ________________. Acts 18:3

Paul was bi-vocational. We, as a church, are currently supporting a church planter in Locust Grove, OK, so that he can work longer hours at ministry. Pray for Scott & Livey Goodwin!

IV. GENTLE __________________. Acts 18:4-6

Paul tried one more time, out of conviction, to reach his fellow Jews…to no avail! From there, he turned almost exclusively to the Gentiles.

V. AN OPEN _____________. Acts 18:7-8

The city was shocked when a leading citizen, Crispus, an ordained rabbi and the ruler of the synagogue was saved along with his entire family! 
VI. HEARING FROM GOD. Acts 18:9-11 (An interlude…)

Have you been persecuted for your faith?

Jesus spoke to Paul, giving him three reasons to stay:

	1. The Lord’s presence: I am with you.
	2. The Lord’s protection: No one will attack you.
	3. The Lord’s people: I have many in this city.

The result: 1 Cor 6:9-11

	Jesus is the answer to every need!!! 

VII. _____________ A COURT CASE. Acts 18:12-16 

Paul’s appearance before Gallio. The protection promised in vs 9-11 bore fruit!

VIII. A HAIRCUT AND A VOW. Acts 18:18-23

What have we learned today?

1. The wicked, sex-crazed culture of today is not that different from Corinth in AD 50. Remember Sodom and Gomorrah?
2. We are not to “fit in” with today’s culture.
3. Ministry is a team effort! We need each other.
4. Pray for bi-vocational pastors. Scott Goodwin.
5. We are to “reason” with others, not argue!
6. God’s promises sustain Paul…and us!
7. Paul made a vow to God!

Next week:
“Meanwhile in Ephesus”
Acts 18, part 2

Ans: Swingers; Tradesmen; Persuasion; Door; Winning.  

