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PRAY FOR GOOD CANDIDATES!

In 1996 I did this “thing.” I declared as a candidate for the United States House of Representatives from the state of California, District 50. It was an incredible year. I spoke dozens and dozens of times in a myriad of places. Some of which were very comfortable and welcoming. Others, not so much!

I got to meet many sitting politicians and was endorsed by several of them. I also met a few celebrities who were advocating for conservative candidates. The presidential ticket I supported, and for whom I campaigned was the Dole/Kemp ticket.

I won a close primary challenge by a young retired US Navy veteran. Next, we built a network of people to work our campaign office. Telephone banks were set up and manned. I walked thousands of miles, meeting people door to door. Yard signs were posted.

I met with my opponent and assured him, however the election turned out, we would be friends. His reply was, “You don’t know much about politics!”

Tom Clancy (yeah, the author) did a fund-raiser for my campaign and things were looking good. My district leaned heavily liberal. We had a decent showing at the polls, but lost handily by my opponent. (I invited him to our church service after the election, and we gave him a standing ovation for his victory. I also gave him a gift card for a nice restaurant. We ended the campaign as friends, much to his surprise.)

I say all that to say this: we need more Christians involved in politics. Run for office. Help a good candidate. Place yard signs. Pray for the candidates! We will have some candidates here this Fall. Welcome them. Help them. Contribute to them. Pray for them! It is our civic duty according to the Bible! 1 Tim 2:1-2 et al.
