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THE REAL FIRST CHURCHES...

The name of our church is the FIRST Baptist Church of Coronado; however, some of the REALLY first churches were in Asia Minor. The apostle John wrote about them through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. The seven churches in Asia Minor were strategically located on a primary Roman trade and communication route. Each church received an evaluation by Jesus, as revealed by John while on the island of Patmos.

· Ephesus: Was praised for hard work, but rebuked for abandoning its first love.
· Smyrna: Was commended for enduring severe poverty and persecution.
· Pergamum: Was commended for holding fast, but criticized for tolerating pagan compromise.
· Thyatira: Was praised for love and service, but condemned for tolerating false teachings ("Jezebel") and immorality.
· Sardis: Was rebuked for being spiritually "dead" despite having a reputation for being alive.
· Philadelphia: Was commended for keeping God’s word and enduring patiently with little strength.
· Laodicea: Was reprimanded for being "lukewarm" and self-sufficient due to material wealth.

What would Jesus say about our First Baptist Church if He were commissioning John to write a report about us today?

May we work hard, keep our first love, endure no matter what, reject pagan compromise, love God but refrain from immorality, have the reputation of being a real (living) church (as an attendee said to me Sunday), keep God’s Word, and reject being lukewarm!

Let’s be faithful!
