1

1

ARE OUR PRAYERS SELFISH?

I have met more than one person in my years of ministry who have expressed they rarely (if ever) pray for their own needs or wants because they believe such prayers are selfish!

In today’s message on prayer, I will attempt to answer a few questions about prayer and give some pointers about how to have a productive prayer life. But, right at the onset, may I point out that when Jesus was asked how to pray, He included things like: Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. These were all prayers using very personal pronouns. No doubt some prayers can be very selfish, but praying for our needs is not!

In today’s outline I include the following exercise:

1. Write out a prayer.
2. Ask, what are the reasons for praying this prayer?
3. Write “G” for godly reasons, “S” for selfish reasons, and “?” for not sure.
4. Share the list with a godly fellow Christian and ask for their input.
5. If the thing prayed for is God-honoring, continue.
6. If it is selfish, stop it!

Maybe this will help us determine which if any of our prayers are selfish.

Matthew 7:7-8 Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: 8 For everyone that asks receives; and he that seeks finds; and to him that knocks it shall be opened.

