                                 THE IMPORTANCE OF SPIRITUAL HERITAGE by Pat Baize
Last week in Dallas, a woman named Mavis celebrated her 100th birthday. I sent my love and eternal gratitude. 
Why am I telling you about Mavis? Because without her, I might not be your pastor’s wife or maybe not even be a Christian. She is part of my spiritual heritage. Let me explain.
Our family moved to a new town when I was 6 years old. My father, a US Army Sergeant, was transferred to Ft. Riley, KS. My parents looked for a good church and found Calvary Baptist Church. It became an important part of our lives. I accepted Christ as my Savior the second Sunday we attended.
My mother had accepted Christ just a few months earlier at a Tent Meeting in Dallas. Our family was invited to that meeting by Mom’s brother, my uncle Luther.
Luther was a new Christian, himself.  His wife Maggie invited him to go to church with her.
Maggie had recently become a Christian because her friend, Mavis, had invited her to church. Mavis was also a new Christian.
Mavis had been invited to church by yet another friend, Peggy, who had recently accepted Christ because her grandmother, Granny Creech, prayed for her. 
In Heaven, I’ll look for Granny Creech and thank her for the part she had in my eternal salvation.  I’ll ask who led her to the Lord; I’ll find them and thank them, and on and on.
How important is it to invite people to church with you? I’m thinking very important...family, friends, neighbors, perfect strangers...imperfect strangers, too.
I encourage you to remember those who had a part in your salvation and Christian growth and make it a point to thank them. 
I don’t know how long Granny Creech prayed, but she didn’t give up. Keep praying!
	 
 





