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Anticipation is, “the action of expecting something or someone!” Advent is a time for anticipation!

What was it like for Hebrew families, 2025+ years ago? There was no “Christmas,” yet.

I. THE PROPHECIES.

A virgin would conceive! He would be called Emmanuel. Isa 7:14 cf. Mat 1:22-23
He would be born in Bethlehem. Micah 5:2 cf. Mat 2:5-6
He would be worshipped by wise men as they presented gifts. Psa 72:10; Isa 60:3, 6, 9 cf. Mat 2:11
He would be called a Nazarene. Isa 11:1 cf. Mat 2:23
He would be praised by little children. Psa 8:2 cf. Mat 21:16
He would be rejected by His own. Isa 53:3; Psa 69:8 cf. John 1:11; 7:5
He would heal many! Isa 53:4 cf. Mat 8:16-17
He would be betrayed for 30 pieces of silver. Psa 41:9; 55:12-14 cf. Mat 26:14-16, 21-25
He would be forsaken by His disciples. Zech 13:7 cf. Mat 26:31, 56; Psa 22:16; 
His hands and feet would be pierced. Zech 12:10 cf. Mat                            15:25; Jn 19:34, 37; 20:25-27
He would be crucified between 2 thieves. Isa 53:12 cf. Mat 27:38
His clothing would be gambled for. Psa 22:18 cf. Lk 23:34; John 19:23-24
He would be buried with the rich! Isa 53:9 cf. Mat 27:57-60
He would be raised from the dead! Psa 16:10 cf. Mat 28:2-8


II. THE POLITICAL LANDSCAPE.

Luke 2:1-2


III. THE PRESSURES OF LIFE.

	Life was very hard 2,025 years ago!


IV. THE PRELUDE TO HIS ADVENT.

Gabriel appeared to Zacharias. Luke 1:11
Gabriel appeared to Mary and then to Joseph! Lk 1:26f
A miraculous star guided the Wise Men! Mat 2
Angelic choirs appeared to the shepherds! Luke 2:8


V. THE PRICIPLES FROM SCRIPTURE:

1 Chron 16:27 “Splendor and majesty are before him; strength and joy in his dwelling place.


VI. A PRACTICE FOR US, TODAY!

Decorate the house! It is not pagan.

Listen to Christmas music. REAL Christmas music!

Revel in the Christmas story!

†††

CONC:

Ans: Prophecies; Political; Pressures; Prelude; Principles; Practice. 

Next Week

“His Name Shall Be…”
 


