
Lake Merced Church of Christ 
Home Groups 
Contending for the Faith, Part I (Jude 1-16) 

Ice Breaker 
Can you think of a time where you told others something that was less than the truth? What were your 
motivations? In what ways did your lie or fib benefit you? In what ways did it hurt others? 

Opening Prayer 
Open your group prayer time by praying for Lake Merced Church. Pray that we’d have a heart for those who 
are lost, that we’d have a heart for prayer, for purity, and for sharing our faith. 

Discussion 

Read Jude 1-16 together as a group and then discuss the questions below. Make sure all have a chance to 
participate. 

1. Jude’s stated purpose for writing his letter was to urge people to “contend for the faith” in verse 3. When 
you read or hear that phrase, what comes to mind? What are you inclined to think that means? How do you 
think a person can actually do that? 

2. The situation that Jude’s readers are facing is that some people have entered into the church or “secretly 
slipped in,” and they are teaching some things that are not true. Jude says those people are turning God’s 
grace into a license to live immorally. The temptation to treat grace as a safety net for our own sin is as old 
as grace itself. How do you think Christians can live in such a way that they do not cheapen grace, but 
revere it for what it really is? Do you think there is ever actually a way to not lean on grace that way? 

3. According to Josh’s message on Sunday, the real issue according to Jude is that people are not genuinely 
living in such a way that Jesus is Lord of their lives. Intentional sin is the outcome of people saying, “not thy 
will but MY will be done.” Sin is a statement of autonomy between us and God. In Jude 5-7, three groups 
are discussed who chose to live in similar ways. Who were these groups and what was the outcome for 
their taking Lordship for their own lives away from Jesus? What are the implications for us as Christians? 

4. The tension of this week’s message hinges on the reality that there is such a thing as good and such a 
thing as evil; there is such a thing as truth and such a thing as lie. When lies are spun as “truths,” people 
will get hurt. How do you think the Church can respond to a world that rejects the notion that something 
could be “bad” or “evil” or “untrue?” Why are we so uncomfortable with calling evil things, evil? 

5. The Bible calls us to be a people who “test” what people say against Scripture. Don’t give the “church 
answer.” How do you genuinely think we can do that? What does that look like? How do we tell the 
difference between a mistake and genuinely false teaching? 

Closing Prayer 
Close your prayer time by taking prayer requests and lifting up both the needs and the praises of individual 
group members. Pray in a circle where each person prays for the person to your right. 


