
Lake Merced Church of Christ 
Home Groups 
Give Yourself Away - To Aliens, Orphans, and Widows 

Ice Breaker 
Has there ever been a time where you found yourself alone or lost, a time when you got separated from the 
people you were supposed to be with? Maybe it was in a theme park, or a hiking trip. What did that experience 
feel like for you? Why might that time have been so scary? 

Opening Prayer 
Spend a few moments praising God for the blessings you’ve encountered this week. Think about what you can 
thank Him for and then offer a prayer of praise to Him. 

Discussion 

Read James 1:27 together out loud as a group. Briefly discuss the words that stood out to you as you read. 

1. Why do you think pure and faultless religion would be defined by James as looking out for orphans and 
widows? Without reading that verse, how do you think most people would define “pure and faultless 
religion?” What’s different between your expectations for religion and the reality of James words? 

2. God designed systems to care for the aliens, orphans and widows of society. Read Deuteronomy 24:17-22 
together as a group. In your own words, what was God telling people to do to care for these groups? Do 
you think God would still want us to do this today? What would it look like? 

3. In this week’s message Josh speculated that the reason these three groups were so important to God were 
that they represented people who’d been cut off from their communities; they were “People without a 
People.” What did Josh mean by that statement? Do you agree or disagree? Why? 

4. God said at the very beginning of Scripture that it is “not good for man to be alone.” Were those words 
geared only in marriage? Or do they have broader implications for relationships in our lives?  

5. Three times in Scripture, God tried to establish community with His people: He tabernacled with the 
Israelites in the Exodus; He became flesh as Jesus and dwelt among the people; He filled the people with 
His Holy Spirit. Josh discussed the convergence of Him & Them into a “WE.” Why do you think it was 
important for God to become a WE with the people? 

6. If God worked that hard that He gave everything to be a WE with us, then what do you think the 
implications might be for you? What does it look like for you to Be the We in your sphere of friends? 

Closing Prayer 
As you close your group time, spend some time lifting each other up by name. Who do you know who’s alone 
right now and needs your community? Pray for people by name that God is putting on your heart! 


