
 
 

 

Ice Breaker 
If someone asked you the following question, how would you answer them: 
Are you a good person? How do you typically think of or define what 
makes a person good or not good? 

Opening Prayer 

Discussion 
1. In this week’s message, Jesus continues to encounter a number of Pharisees and experts in the Law, men 

who view themselves self-righteously; they think they’re pretty good. And they are upset that Jesus has 
continued to indicate that “sinners” will be lifted up, while they, the righteous, will be put down. Have you 
struggled with similar feelings toward another person where you compared your worth to their lack of 
worth? Why do you think we as people are so tempted by these kinds of feelings toward others? 

2. In Luke 15, Jesus begins to tell a series of three parables about lost things: sheep, silver coin, sons. Have 
you ever lost something really important to you? What did you lose? How did you feel when it was lost? 
And did you ever find it? If you found your lost item, what did you do when you found it? 

3. Read Luke 15:1-10 together as a group first. As Jesus is setting up the Parable of the Lost Son that is 
yet to come, what kind of point do you see Jesus trying to make, by telling these two parables first?  

a. How do you think their rejoicing is contrasted with the feelings of the Pharisees at this point? 
4. Now, read Luke 15:11-32 together as a group. Jesus tells a story about two sons, one who is obviously 

lost and who appears to be “found.” Yet as Josh spoke about in his message on Sunday, Jesus is asking 
the listener (or reader) to consider: which of these sons is ultimately the “lost” son? The one who left and 
came home, or the one who never left? Which of these two sons do you resonate with the most in your life? 

a. In what ways do you think Jesus’ parable about these lost sons relates back to Jesus’ 
discussion with the Pharisees about why he’s eating with “sinners?” 

5. As Josh mentioned, this parable reminds us that the end of a story is far more significant than the 
beginning. How we finish our lives matters more than how we began them. Place yourself in the midst of 
this parable. The love of the Father is steadfast for both of his sons, yet the love from the sons toward the 
Father begins to diverge. What do you notice about how each son loves their father? 

a. Be honest, how do you imagine the Father would address you if you were a character in this 
story? Would you be the broken and humble child who falls into their father’s arms? Or would 
you be the stoic and stubborn child who refuses to break, whose heart is hard? Why? 

b. If you resonate with the older son today, what is it that holds you back from giving all of yourself 
to the Father in heaven? What is that causes you to resist His embrace? 

6. In what ways does this COVID-19 pandemic present us an opportunity in our walk with God? How has your 
prayer life changed? How has fear changed? How has trust changed? How has your understanding of your 
reliance on God changed? 

a. If the older son believed that day would be his last, what do you think would’ve changed about 
his attitude toward his father? 

b. What does your answer to the previous question do to inform you about what your attitude 
should be toward your Heavenly Father right now? 

Closing Prayer 
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