
 
 

 

Introduction 
In light of recent events surrounding the COVID-19 virus, we recognize 
that interacting with these questions may be different than if we were 
sitting in a living room. Please provide any feedback you may have for 
what worked and what did not work so that future weeks may be more 
impactful. 

Ice Breaker 
Think of an event that would be on your bucket list, an event that you’d love to go to before your life ended. 
What is it and why? (Super Bowl, Academy Awards, Olympics) Now, what would your reaction be if you were 
suddenly given tickets to that event? Would you go? What would you do if you had a scheduling conflict? 

Opening Prayer 

Discussion 
1. When you think about invites, have you ever been invited to an event that you felt obligated to, but didn’t 

really want to go to? What do you tend to do when you just aren’t that into it? 
2. Read Luke 14:1-14 together as a group. In this section of text, Jesus is once again dining with the 

“righteous” Pharisees at a dinner banquet and he begins to address those who are there. He gives two 
basic forms of advice; what are they? (verses 8, 12)  
a. In Josh’s message on Sunday he elaborated on what it meant to the Pharisees to invite “poor, crippled, 

lame, and blind” people. It was another way of saying “sinners.” Why do you think the Pharisees viewed 
poor and disabled people as sinners? 

3. Read Luke 14:15-24 together as a group. Jesus uses the scene to begin to address “the Great Banquet.” 
a. One of the Pharisees speaks up and acknowledges that the man who eats at the feast in the Kingdom 

of God will be a blessed man. This is a reference back to Isaiah 25:6-8 where the prophet spoke of a 
metaphoric banquet where the saved would dine with the Lord. Would you agree with the Pharisee that 
a person would be blessed to be at that banquet? Why or why not? 

b. As Jesus responds to that man, he tells a story about a “certain man.” He says that this man invited 
many people to a great banquet, people who’d been invited and RSVP’d long ago, but when the time 
for the event came, they began to make excuses, whereas those poor and disabled “sinners” dropped 
what they were doing in an instant to show up. Why do you think these two groups of people reacted so 
differently to the invite? 

c. Jesus’ story demonstrates that these Pharisees who’ve taken places of honor and assumed they were 
always invited to the banquet will have their invitations revoked because they were not ready when the 
time for the banquet came. Instead, they tended to land, oxen, and spouses. How many of us have 
things that we tend to first before we take seriously the invitation that Jesus has made in our lives? 
What are some of the excuses you’ve made in not pursuing God? 

4. Read Luke 14:25-35 together as a group. Jesus says that following him isn’t free and it isn’t easy. “Any of 
you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple.” Be open and honest, what are you 
tempted to cling to right now that holds you back from taking Jesus seriously? What is your “but first…?” 

5. How can you use the pandemic we face to reprioritize Jesus as the true first in your life? How will you give 
up anything and everything that holds you back from being ready when the banquet happens? 

Closing Prayer 
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