
 
 

 

Ice Breaker 
Share a memory about a time you were helped in a significant way by a 
total stranger. What happened? Why were you in need? In what ways did 
you feel like they were loving you as they would love themselves? 

Opening Prayer 

Discussion 
1. Prior to this week’s message, if someone would have asked you what a “Good Samaritan” was, how do 

you think you would have answered that question? In what ways has your answer changed (if it has) since 
listening to Josh’s message on Sunday? 

2. In this week’s text, Jesus is approached by an “expert in the Law” and he’s asked a familiar question: 
“What must I do to inherit eternal life?” Who is the expert in the Law most concerned with in his question? 

a. When you consider eternity and heaven, are you most concerned with your own eternal security 
(going to heaven)? Or the eternal security of others? 

3. Read Luke 10:25-37 together as a group. In verse 27, the expert answers Jesus’ question correctly: Love 
the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind; 
and love your neighbor as yourself. Reflect on those two displays of love. What do you think those displays 
of love really look like in practice in your life? How do we move away from making them cliché? 

a. Focus specifically on the call to love neighbor. As the expert seeks to justify himself, he asks a 
question designed to stump Jesus: “And who is my neighbor?” What do you think he’s trying to 
do with this question? In what ways do we do similar things with Scripture in our own lives? 

4. Jesus’ story is fictional and focuses on three men: a priest, a Levite, and a Samaritan. The first two reflect 
men highly regarded, while the third man reflects someone who’d be considered the enemy to a Jewish 
man. It’s designed to challenge the notion of what “neighbor” really means. When you think of loving a 
neighbor, how willing are you to love or be loved by an enemy? Explain. 

5. Josh’s message on Sunday pointed out three key components in Jesus’ story about loving neighbors: 
Action+Compassion+Empathy. What do those three words mean to you? And where do you see them on 
display in the Samaritan? (Feel free to use a dictionary if you’d like to.) 

6. The Parable of the Good Samaritan asks us to consider the “vantage point from the ditch,” or to walk in 
another’s shoes. Look at Jesus’s words in verse 36. How do you think Jesus is encouraging the expert in 
the Law to see the story through the eyes of the left-for-dead man? 

7. Read the following parable again through modern eyes: A homeless man was walking one day from 
Market Street to the Tenderloin when he was attacked by some drug dealers. They beat him and then 
jumped on BART to get out of town leaving him half-dead and bleeding. A pastor just happened to be 
walking by and when he saw the man, he feared for his own safety, so he crossed the street and kept 
walking. So too, a Christian woman drove by, but fearing for her safety, sped up to get out of the 
neighborhood as fast as she could. But a Muslim who happened to be walking by, ran up to the man, saw 
him, had compassion for him, and called an Uber, where he rushed the man to the hospital and sat with 
him for several days, telling the hospital to give him the best care because he was willing to pay the costs 
of getting this man well. To the homeless man, which of these three do you think treated him with the love 
of Christ? How does your understanding of Jesus’ parable change when you modernize it. How 
does it make you feel? How does it challenge you? Explain. 

Closing Prayer 
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