
Study Guide: June 20-25 
Matthew 10:41b “Whoever welcomes a righteous person 

Monday 
“If you know that he is righteous, you may be sure that everyone who does right has been born 
of him.” 1 John 2:29 

The ultimate vision of justice and righteousness comes to us from the life, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. We see what is possible in Jesus though 
his absolute love often feels impossible. The same God that rose Jesus from the 
dead is with us. You are loved and forgiven and offered life abundant. 

Tuesday 
He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 

 and what does the Lord require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
 and to walk humbly with your God? Micah 6:8 
To do justice, to lively justly, to help the earth stand straighter than before. The 

root of justice is a construction term, similar to squaring up a frame or a building. 
A square building will stand longer. A sturdy foundation will last longer. To do 
justice is to straighten the frame and foundation of humanity by acting for God 
in the lives of others and for yourself. It is possible. The point is not to save the 
world. Only God can do that, but to work with God to make things a little bit 
straighter so as to withstand the winds of life.  

Wednesday 
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.” Matthew 5:6 

The beginning of righteousness is to desire to be righteous. The beginning of 
justice is to desire to be just. Jesus commends this. Our desires start us on our 
journey, we just have to follow them. Our desires can also lead us away from 
God, but when we thirst, we are not satisfied until that thirst is quenched. May 
we thirst for righteousness and follow that thirst to God. 

Thursday 
The effect of righteousness will be peace, and the result of righteousness, quietness and trust 
forever. Isaiah 32:7 

The goal of righteousness of justice is not self-satisfaction. In fact, the enemy 
of righteousness is self-satisfaction. The self-righteous are the most unjust. 
Righteousness is not a gold star or a blue ribbon but a journey to God through 
the life of faith. 

Friday 
But of the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, and the righteous scepter is 
the scepter of your kingdom. Hebrew 1:8 

Scepters are mostly used for marching bands nowadays, but maybe that is a 
helpful metaphor (though they may be called batons). The scepter of justice is the 
scepter of the kingdom of heaven, it helps us stay in line with what God is doing. 
The rhythm of life, like the rhythm of a march, is learned and practiced and then 
becomes second nature. The rhythm of prayer and praise and fasting and service 
is offered to us all in order to live more fully into the forgiveness God shares 
freely with us.  

Saturday 
 For the kingdom of God is not food and drink but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy 
Spirit. Romans 14:17 

Paul says it plainly. The 
kingdom God has made for us is 
peace and justice and joy. There is 
still brokenness around us. There 
is still injustice and sorrow and 
conflict, but those will pass away, 
and we can be a part of their 
passing away. God has offered 
that for us, for you.  


