
Hey Bee Creek 
How are you doing  
 
We have all been touched by COVID-19, some of us harder than others. 
  
The good news is that where we live, here in Hill Country, we can start to 
see a light at the end of the COVID tunnel. We are looking forward to being 
together here soon as it is safe 
  
Looking back, this is the scariest thing many of us have had to live 
through.   
When we are facing times of uncertainty, perspective is critical. 
  
I remember when I was a kid… talking to my grandparents about living 
through The Great Depression and WW2 and what that was like.  
  
More recently,   911. In the days immediately after, we were all filled with a 
sense of dread about what bad news we might have to face next.  
  
My point is this. Perspective. Almost all of us have lived through ups and 
downs through the series of life’s challenges.. When we are bombarded by 
bad news 24x7 we forget 
  
That is what I want to talk to you about today is perspective and looking 
back. Perspective of where we are now vs where we have been vs where 
we are going in the future. 
  
For the last few months while  I was struggling to find things to do to stay 
busy.  
 
I spent a lot of  time in my  workshop in the garage. We refinished some 
furniture, we built some things. Nothing noteworthy Dad Projects. 
  
When I am in the workshop, I always listen to music.  
 
Lots of music from the 70’s. #1 on the play list is That fantastic group from 
70’s Boston. 
The album and the song called Don’t Look Back 
 
I know you have heard the song, unless maybe you were raised by wolves. 



 
But if you have never heard the song. The lyrics are about looking ahead to 
the future is better than looking back at the past 
  
It turns out Dont Look Back is a common theme in scripture. You don’t 
have to dig too deep into it to see God telling us about looking back. 
  
In the First book of the Bible, God tells Abraham that he has a new spot 
picked out for him and for his family 
  
He tells Abraham that it is going to be way better than what you have now. 
But know this... you are never coming back here 
  
Moses in Exodus. 
  
When he freed the Israelites from slavery, and was taking them to the 
Promised Land,  
  
WHAT did they do? 
They complained about how the good old days were. How awesome 
slavery was and how great their old lives were. They could not see the 
future because they were so busy looking back.  
  
Finally. The story of Lot’s wife. God told them not to look back. She did and 
was turned into a pillar of salt 
  
During COVID, did you find yourself looking back? Back to January and 
February? 
Wrestling with how life was just a few months ago? 
 
I did. 
  
Why do we look back? 
  
Looking back is usually something we do when we don’t like what is 
happening now, 
  
When our lives are changing and we don’t have any control over it.  
  
Just Like the Israelites in Exodus,  I miss Good Old Days  



  
Because of Don’t Look Back 
During COVID, I found myself wrestling with GOD. Maybe you did too. 
  
God why did you have to mess everything up? 
  
Life before COVID was great. 
   
How can You bring so much hardship on us? 
  
I thought you loved us, right now it seems like just the opposite.  
  
But here is the deal.  
God always has a plan, and as much as we may not like it. This is His 
Plan.  
  
 King David, day after day cried out to God. How long is this going to do on, 
with no end in sight. 
  
Sometimes during COVID it felt like that didn’t it. It seemed like it would last 
forever.  
  
BUT Remember this. As tortured as King David felt, as much as he cried 
out, he always knew that God was with him. He knew that the trials would 
end. He knew that  things would get better.  
  
 
  
Waiting is hard, and sometimes All that we can do is wait, and trust that 
God knows what he is doing.  
  
Life has seasons. There are peaks and valleys. There are points along the 
way in life when God drops a tectonic shift for us.  
 
God Never promises that the journey will be easy. He never told Abraham, 
or Moses, or David that they would have an easy path.  
 
What he told them was it won’t always be this hard, it will get better,  you 
are going to  have to trust me.  
  



Over the last few months, I have heard a lot of preachers preach about this 
pandemic.   
  
The one metaphor I heard a few times stood out with me … He compared 
this global quarantine to a computer reboot. 
  
When you update your phone or your laptop, sometimes the update is so 
drastic and dramatic, that you have to reboot. 
  
All of the bug fixes and feature improvements are going to be so great, that 
you have to stop what you are doing to reboot to for the new to replace the 
old. 
  
The only way I have been able to maintain my sanity during COVID is to 
look at it like God’s Global Reboot for all of us. 
  
As hard it may be to see now, I think it has to be that  God has something 
amazing in store for us. 
  
He is repositioning our heads and our hearts.   
  
But that is out there. Let's talk about what is happening with us here for a 
second. Lets talk about the giant changes that have just happened at here 
at Bee Creek.  
  
We just said good bye to someone that has been such a critical part of our 
lives. 
  
Pastor Laura and her family. We watched her girls grow up before our 
eyes.   Asher joined us as an infant. 
  
Laura is my friend, my mentor, she convinced me that I could and should 
become a lay minister. \ There is no scientific measurement big enough 
to describe how much will miss her and her family. 
  
To rub salt into that wound of her departure, we didn’t even really get the 
chance to properly say good bye to her and her family. 
  
I guess my biggest problem with all if this change is that I hate change. I 
am an old man and I want things to stay exactly like they used to be. Triple 



pleated pants, and Muscle Cars from Detroit, and mullets , and vinyl 
records  
  
But Life is change. God had new beginning planed for Abraham, Moses, 
and David, PL and Team Heikes is on to a new chapter, and new 
beginning. 
 
and has Big Change for us. 
  
Our choice is how do we see it. How do we see change? 
  
Without change, our kids stay in the first grade forever, bad hair cuts stay 
with us forever. 
  
We can dread it, or embrace it.  
 
 To quote another song lyric from a song called Closing Time. 
  
Every new beginning comes from some other new beginning's end.  
 
Lets talk about our new beginning. Soon we are welcoming new 
confirmands into our church. Kids that we watched grow up from babies 
now joining us as our newest members.   
  
We start a new chapter with Pastor Wilson Pruitt and his family. 
  
2020 could see us pay off all of our debt. 
  
How do you see change? It all hinges around that word again. 
Perspective.  
  
Lets do a quick exercise on Perspective.  
When you drive, where do you look? 
  
Which glass thing do you use? The big glass thing in front, or the little glass 
thing hanging from the roof of the car?   
  
Why are they different sizes?   
  
One is big and one is small. 



  
The ratio in size is significant, we should use them in the same ratio. 
 
Because what is out ahead of you is a zillion times more important than 
what is behind you.  
  
So Bee Creek, What will be our new perspective, are we going to look 
ahead through the windshield or through the rear view mirror.. 
  
 
  
Our Scripture for this week is  
Jeremiah 29 For I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord. “They are 
plans for good and not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope.  
  
So Bee Creek, what is our future, what is our hope. 
  
where do we go from here. On a macro level I see it this way.   
  
Our parents and grandparents made it through the depression and WW2. 
And contrary to what you hear on the news today, What they lived through 
was way worse. 
  
They lived through it and it made them tougher and stronger and better.  
  
  
Today we call them the Greatest Generation. Not because they had special 
DNA, they were not super heroes, 
  
but their faith galvanized them, it pulled them through, 
  
Look at what they did.  
  
They invented computers, the interstate highway system. Jet travel, landed 
on the moon.  
  
We will survive COVID, we will be better for it.  
  
On a MICRO level, Bee Creek. Where are we at.  
  



We are a church that is growing and thriving,  
  
We tithe. We take 10% off the top and give it away.  
  
We will be most likely be debt free this year,  
  
We have 12 folks at various stages of lay leadership preaching across our 
district with more on the way, not every church can say that. 
  
After COVID, we will be preaching outside of these walls in the 
community.  Not every church can say all of these things. 
  
  
Pastor Laura was a part of that, and you know what,      so were you.  
  
All of these things are almost unimaginable outside of Bee Creek, they are 
accomplishments that we did together.  
  
We have a new Pastor joining us, with new ideas. 
  
He is bringing a wife and two boys. We have a new family to love on. 
It is going to be exciting and awesome.  
 
Most churches don’t have a mission statement.  
 
We do 
 
Imperfect people who are transformed by God’s perfect love, and then 
change the world together.  
 
10 years ago this church set some pretty crazy goals.  
  
We just rebooted.  
Okay now what? 
 
This year’s confirmands, when they come back 10 years from now, what do 
you want them to say about this group of us?  
 
What do you want them to remember about us  ? 
 



I know this church, I believe that we are about to set some audacious, and 
scary, and far reaching goals. 
 
So lets all take a deep breathe and and get ready to hit the gas. 
  
Lets get ready to go back what we have always done well. 
 
Lets get ready to go do more impossible and unimaginable things together. 
  
Father, All things we humbly ask in Jesus’s amazing name. 
Amen. 
  
  
   
 


