
MONDAY  Can anything ever separate us from Christ’s love? Does 
it mean he no longer loves us if we have trouble or calamity, or are 
persecuted, or hungry, or destitute, or in danger, or threatened with 
death? Romans 8:35 
Paul names types of suffering common to the community of faith 
in his time. What suffering do Jesus’ followers experience today? 
Are there experiences that have caused you to feel far from 
Jesus’ love? Pray for a reminder of Jesus’ ever-present love. 

TUESDAY “If the world hates you, remember that it hated me first. 
The world would love you as one of its own if you belonged to it, 
but you are no longer part of the world. I chose you to come out of 
the world, so it hates you. Do you remember what I told you? ‘A 
slave is not greater than the master.’ Since they persecuted me, 
naturally they will persecute you. And if they had listened to me, 
they would listen to you. John 15:18-20 
When I am suffering, one of the deepest comforts I have is 
knowing that Jesus understands. His suffering was so much 
greater than anything we experience. Jesus knows pain, slander, 
torture, false accusations, betrayal, etc. When you are suffering, 
remember the scars, the mockery, the pain Jesus faced. Know that 
you are loved by a Savior who also knows what it’s like to hurt 
and be treated unfairly. 

WEDNESDAY But before all this occurs, there will be a time of 
great persecution. You will be dragged into synagogues and 
prisons, and you will stand trial before kings and governors because 
you are my followers. But this will be your opportunity to tell them 
about me. Luke 21:12-13 
Have you ever had an unexpected chance to share your faith? 
Consider how suffering, bad times and hardships allow you a 
witness that prosperity and comfort do not. 

THURSDAY But even if you suffer for doing what is right, God will 
reward you for it. So don’t worry or be afraid of their threats. 1 
Peter 3:14 
Spend some time today thinking about people in the Bible who 
suffered for their faith, or God’s call on their lives. There’s a big 
list. It might be more of a challenge to come up with someone 
who didn’t face opposition, obstacles and suffering. Christians 
today mistakenly associate belief with the status symbols the 

world values: possessions, power, answered prayers, health, 
prosperity. Jesus blessed those who suffer for their faith. How can 
you reorient your thinking? What needs to change? 

FRIDAY For God is pleased when, conscious of his will, you 
patiently endure unjust treatment. 1 Peter 2:19 
Spend time praying today for believers around the world who 
are ridiculed, excluded, alienated, persecuted and killed for their 
faith. Pray for the families who have lost children, spouses, or 
parents to violence. Ask the Spirit to provide for them, to remind 
them they are not alone, to give them strength and perseverance 
and make their witness shine. 

SATURDAY But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed steadily into 
heaven and saw the glory of God, and he saw Jesus standing in the 
place of honor at God’s right hand. And he told them, “Look, I see 
the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing in the place of 
honor at God’s right hand!” Acts 7:55-56 
Have you ever been ridiculed because of your faith? Have you 
been criticized, mocked, mistreated, or excluded? Why do you 
believe this happens? What is the best way to respond?


